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Lankan Davis Cuppers arrive

Sports Reporter

city yes-
for their

Gr-
oup Two second round tie
against Bangladesh scheduléd
for June 14-16 at the Ramna
Tennis Complex.

The team comprises four
players — Arjun
Fernando(captain), Jayendra
Wijaysekera, Rohan De Silva
and a Wijemanne — and
manager P S Kumara. De Silva
and Wijemanne had been to
Dhaka before for the interna-
tional junior tennis tourna-
ment, the erstwhile Ershad
tennis meet.

NEW YORK , June
11: And now it's
on to Wimbledon
for Monica Seles,
halfway to that
most difficult of
tennis nchiewm:nts a Grand
Slam. The problem, she fears,
is that halfway may be as far as
she gets, reports AP,

"l think it's probably im-
possible for me to win thc
whole Grand Slam this year,”
she said after a second
straight French Open crown.

This is hardly an example of
the power of positive thinking.
It may be, however, entirely
accurate.

To win the Slarh, a player
must conquer three different
surfaces — hard courts at the
Australian and US Open, clay at
the French and grass at Wim-
bledon. Two won't do, and two
is where Seles is at right now.
She has solved the hard courts
and clay. Grass, however, re-
mains something of a problem
for the 17-year-old, who is No.
1 in the world.

So, when they list the
favourites for the fortnight in
London's suburbs, names like
Jana Novotna and Martina

One of the seeded teams
from Asia, Sri Lanka
for the second round
Syria 6-0 in Colombo last May
3-5 while made it
by virtue of a 3-2 win over
Bahrain in the first round clash
held in Manama, also last May
after the ties had to be post-
poned because of the outbreak
of the Gulf war.

The winners of the Dhaka
tie will play the winners of the
Hong Kong-Singapore match
in the semifinals scheduled for
July 19-21.

Bangladesh, whose best
showing in the Davis Cup since
its debut in 1986 has na
group semifinal berth which it
lost 0-5 to Pakistan in 1989, is

Navratilova or Gabriela Sabatini
and Steffi Graf come up. And
Seles, armed with the Aus-
trallan and French titles, is
missing in action. This is no

- reflection on her ability, just

the way she plays the game.
Seles is a baseline special-

ONICA SELES
ist, secure in her grou
strokes, more than happy to
sit back and wait for a break.
Let others play the serve-and-
volley game, rushing the nets,
forcing the issue.

That is fine on the slow red
clay of Roland Garros, but
hardly recommended on the
quick green grass of Wimble-

Euro Cup hockey
begins today

PARIS, June 11: An Olympic
is at stake as well as the
continental title when the
men's European Cup hockey
finals begin at the Stade Jean
Noel in Paris on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.
eight of the 12 teams
can win the O place and
none will do so if the European
champions are either the
Netherlands, Spain., England
or Wales since the Dutch, as
World Cup holders, Britain, as
reigning Olympic champions
and Spain, as hosts, have al

ready qualified for next year’'s
Barcelona Games.

The Intermational Hockey
Federation (FIH) has stipulated

that as runners-up to
a team -Irudy ull:ll'bd is not
enough in the

Dlymptuinrﬂchpfthc men's

Burrell 1s the
man to beat

HEW YORK. June

Leroy Burrell
lnd Hlthne]
Johnson, seeking

an early edge in
the long run-up

to August's World Athletes
. clash over 200
us

rmhndmui:ﬂmﬂmm
400 metres last season.

Both have clocked 20.02
seconds this year, with Bur-

's time wind -assisted
going to take a fast
fast.” Burrell
r of us will

continental champions is a
new rule introduced after the
1988 Seoul Games.

The sixth European Cup is
the second of the four conti-
nental events to be staged,
Pakistan having qualified as
Asianchampions at Betjing last
October. Five of the countries
in Paris — Germany, the Soviet
Union, France, Ireland and
Poland— will have a second
chance to qualify for the
Barcelona Games at the
Olympic qualifying tournament
in Auckland in October.

Germany must have the best
chance of finishing above the
Netherlands, England and
Spain., the Olympic silver
medallists were third in the
Champions Trophy in Mel-
bourne in November and
fourth at the 1990 World Cup.

said .

"His main goal is just to get
out of there qu-lmed for the
World Championships, and
then go on about his business
in Europe,” said Clyde Hart.

That business includes
breaking Minnea's world
record.

But the US championships

LEROY BURRELL
will be his first hurdle since

only the top three finishers in
each event qualify for the
World Championships.

Lewis, who clocked 10.19
in a low-key 100 metres in
Austin, Texas, last Friday, said
he was ready for some fast
times in New York

1 felt much better than last
time.” sadd Lewis, who was a
well-beaten second at 10-30 in

his previous outing on May 30

in Seville.

The four-day meeting also
features Olympic winners
Steve Lewis in 400 metres
and Jackie Joyner-Kersee in
the heptathlon and women's
long . plus 1983 deouble
wtﬁ"gqhn Mary Slaney.
who at 32 is a come-
back from tnjury.

" like a baseball hitter adjus

represented  this year na-
tional number one :I{wnn
J , former five times na-
tional echampion Sarder
Iftekher, Maroof Rahman and
the jrount(heﬂh'l Lal. Sandru
Salam
tain-cum-coach while Dr
Rashiduddin Ahmed is the
team manager.

The draw for the encounter
will' be held this morning at

the Bangladesh Tennis
Federation office, Ramna.

Peter Malik, an ITF official
from India who will referee
the matches, is due to arrive
today.

Season tickets for the VIP
enclosure will cost Taka 200

don.
On clay, the ball comes up

r. There is time to com-

pensate for the bounce. The -

same is true on hard courts.
On grass, though, the bounces
are low, often skidding off the
surface. To a non-player it
might seem like a small thing,

ting
to different pitchers from one

inning to the next. To a finely- .

tuned tennis player, however,
it can make a world of differ-
ence. Seles knows that.

"A groundstroke player
can't play Wimbledon,” she
said after winning the French.

That's not entirely true.
Bjorn Borg spent a lifetime on
the baseline and won Wimble-
don five straight times. And
Chris Evert's groundstroke
game earned her three titles at
the All-England Club.

Evert, though, understands
Seles' concerns.

“Wimbledon is the big test
for her,” she said. "She's won
the Australian and the French.
She could win the US Open.
But Wimbledon, [ don't know.

"When you look at the past,
you don't have to be a serve-
and-volley player to win, but
you have to have flexibility and
movement. Her ground strokes
and passing shots are great,
but her mobility and flexibility
are in question.

"There are other factors at
Wimbledon besides the serve-
and-volley game. You have to
have a big weapon. Monica's
big weapon are her ground-
strokes. But on grass, the
others could jerk her around.”

Evert said this Wimbledon
scems wide open and that

could Seles a shot. "I'd be
a li surprised, though, #f
she won,” she said.

So would Seles. “I'd have a
much bigger chance of win-
ning if I could go in and serve
and volley.” she said.

That, Evert said, could be

PARIS, June 11:
Andre Agassi was
supposed to be
the leader of a
new and impres-
sive ration of

L]

American tennis players.
But, instead, his third loss

in as many Grand Slam finals
has left him riddled with self-
doubt, reports Reuter.

"Who knows how many
shots you have at a Grand
Slam.” said Agassi after watch-
ing another of his generation,
Jim Courier, receive the
French Open winner's trophy
at Roland Garros.

It is rare when somebody
gets to experience that meo-
ment in time. As far as my ca-
reer is concerned, this is the

most dluppoinung moment of
my Mfe, * added Agassi, close

-year-old Agassi had
superbly throughout the
Roland Garros fortnight,
knocking out world number
two Boris Becker in the semi-
finals. to reach the final for the

second year running
But, as in Paris last year and

th:UEOpenlnSephui:er he

{ olm June 11:
' Harry “Buteh®
Reynolds, the
world record
holder in 400
metres, had his cake and ate it
too when he celebrated his
second wedding anniver
on Monday and topped it with
news that his two-year sus-
pension for fafling a drug test
had been lifted, reports
Reuter.

Immediately after an arbi-
trator from the American Arbi-
tration Association announced
the temporary lifting of the
suspension. Reynolds said he
would run in The Athletics
Congress (TAC) national
championships this week in
New York.

Arbitrator Richard Gombert
sald the evidence clearly
showed that the urine sam-
ples. which allegedly con-
tained traces of am anabolic
steroid, did not mfwn the
SEIME M.

The arbitration hearing was

il

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Tennis Players' Association
will accord a recep

this afternoon. State Minister
for Youth and Sports Sadeq
Hossain Khoka will the
occasion as chief guest.

Wimbledon — big test for Seles

difficult for a player who has
never dis layed that game be-
fore. "She doesn't have a big
enough serve right now to
serve-and-volley,” Evert said.
"It doesn't come over a two-
week period.”

It's not like Seles' baseline
game can't achieve some suc-
cess at Wimbledon. A ago,
at age 16, she reached the
semifinals there. She lost in

sets to Zina Garrison,
dropping the last, 7-9.

How points away was
she from a berth in the finals?
A drop shot here, a passing
shot there and it would have
been Seles, not Garrison,
playing Martina Navratilova for

crown.

And she would have done it
from her regular location —
the baseline.

Could she get through the
early rounds from the baseline
and then when Wimbledon
turns serious, try to adapt a
serve-and-volley strategy? Ev-
ert didn't think so. "That
would be feeding herself to the
wolves.” .

To win Wimbledon, Seles
must adjust her game. That
doesn't mean discarding one
style. It means finding a mid-
dle ground that will suit her on
all surfaces. Others have done
it. It is not impossible.

So she ses to move in
that direction in an attempt to
conquer Wimbledon. She
shouldn't expect to become an
overnight expert, though.

And {f the grass intimidates
her, Seles can console herself
in the that by the
end of Wimbledon, after two
weeks of pounding, most of
Lhe_lEen stuff is long gone.

lem is that by that
t:lmc Sclcn thinks she will be

fell at the last hurdle, playing
an error-ridden to lose
3-6. 6-4, 2-6, 6-1. 6-4 to
Courler.

The ninth-seeded Courier,

who also nudged Agassi out of
fourth place In the world

rankings with his victory, was,

Flushing Meadow, playing his
first Grand Slam final.

But the frony of the French

rate reflection of the state of
world tennis.
Michael Chang, another of
‘s American contempo-
rarics, won the 1989 French
title in his first Grand Slam fi-
nal

who holds the

m»-m-n

suspended {in November,
taken last August at an t-

Monday's ruling relates
solely to the TAC champi-
onships. -

Reynolds is ineligible to

else in the
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Englnnd new boy Steve Watkm {R} being mngratulatod by

teammates Phillip

DeFrietas (L) and Graeme Hick (C}

after he took threa wickets on the final morning of the first
Test on June 10 to put his side in sight of thalr first home

Test victory over West Indies since 1969.

LEEDS, June 11:

West Indies
cricket captain
Viv Richards

warned England

on Monday to be
wary after his side slumped to
their first Test defeat in this

country since 1969, reports

Reuter.

England bowled out West
Indies for 162 in their second
innings at Headingley to win
the mateh by 115 runs and

Chatrier says
money 1S cancer
In tennis

LONDON, June 11: The
head of tennis's leading
worldwide body, Philippe

Chatrier, has warned that too
much money could be killing

the game, reports AP.

In his final newsletter
Chatrier, who is giving up his
position as president of the
International Tennis
Federation, described money
as a cancer in the sport.

“The biggest problem we
face in tennis is that there is
too much money around.
Tennis is such a perfect sport
for exposure on television,” he
said.

*You cannot blame a bril-
liant young player who takes,
say, the 200,000 dollars he or
she is offered to play for just
one night.” said Chatrier, who
is taking up a post with the
Olympic Commission.

Courier overtakes Agassi

brief. After beating Agassi in
four sets at last year's French
Open. the Ecuadorian shrimp
farmer slumped so badly he
decided not to come back to
defend the title this year.

In the 1980s, players such
as Bjorn Borg. Ivan Lendl and
Mats Wilander were crowned
French Open champions, accu-
rately reflecting their
achievements elsewhere.

Faster balls, and, this year,
harder courts have changed
the nature of the tournament,
the only Grand Slam event
played on clay.

Agassi's mental anguish,
magnified by having to cope
with two rain breaks in the
second set. contributed largely
to his defeat.

His only consolation is that
his triumphant opponent, who
like Agassi and women's
champion Monica Seles is a
product of the Nick Bollettieri
Tennis Academy in Florida,
still believes in his compatriot.

“He will have his day, there
is no doubt it.” said Courier.
"He is too a player to be
denied in his whole career.”

*1 will be in Barcelona in

1992 to the United
States in Olympics.”
dicted ij?p;:I

wife Lillle and lawyer Greg
I..ll.hut.hn at a sz. conference

s’ agent, Brad Hunt,
told ter in response to a
question about the runner’s
condition to -compete this
week, that “It would be
tremendous if he got out of the
heats

“The arbitrator finds that the

— AFP photo

Viv vows to
bounce back

take a 1-0 lead in the five-Test
series.

Richards pald tributes to
England's performance but
safd his side would bounce
back.

"England played the better
cricket in this match but we
have to show the character to
fight back. And knowing what
has happened in the past |
think England should be wary.”
he said.

"England have looked a re-
juvenated side but [ will only
be totally convinced (if) we are
still losing after five Tests, he
added.

The West Indies lost to
England in the first Test in
Jamaica last year but came
back to take the series 2-1.

Rechards held a team meet-
ing in the dressing room im-
mediately after the game but
stressed there had been no re-
criminations.

"It hasn't been a post-
mortem. It's more a question
of keeping everyone's spirits
high. -
"We have made sure in our

meeting that everyone was
reminded about their

strengths which we have
demonstrated before in similar
situations.”

He added that West Indies,
widely acknowledged as the
world's best Test team over
the past 15 years, would try to
identify specific weaknesses in
England s game.
got to look at ways of
knocking England down — and
| don't mean with bouncers,”
he joked.

IOC advises caution on SA

BIRMINGHAM, June 11: Of-
ficials of the International
Olympic Committee on Mon-
day cautionéd international
sports federations against mov-
ing too hastily in welcoming
South Africa back into the fold,
reports AP.

The process of South
Africa’s return to the Olympic
movement was the focus of the
first day of meetings of the 10C
Executive Board. The full 10C
session opens Wednesday.

With South Africa disman-
tling the last remaining pillars
of apartheid, the IOC other
international sports federa-
tions have begun laying the
groundwork for the republic's
reinstatement.

But the I0C has stressed
that the ban on South Africa
should not be lifted until all
apartheid laws have been re-

There has been worry in
IOC circles that some federa-
tions, such as the International
Amateur Athletic Federation,
might be pushing too hard on
South Africa.

“Our preoccupation is to
maintain the realm of leader-
ship® in the campaign to rein-

Reynolds cleared of doping charge

that neither the ‘A’ sample nor
‘B’ sample emanated from the
claimant.

*Our goal 1s to ensure that

Butch gets a fair hearing, and

prove that l:ih man is en-
innocent of this
charge’, Lashutka said.
d‘Rt:‘::'Iﬂdl d:n;cdud his
are
for the World Chﬂlpw‘
He must finish among the top

l'.lrtlyr

From: this year onwards
football ' players of the eountry
can play; for teams in two dif-
ferent district leagues pro-
vided tlhey get permission of
their parent clubs.

This concession was
grantedl by the Bangladesh
Football. Federation (BFF) at its
meeting; Monday at its Dhaka
Stadifurn office. The Football
Players' Association has been
demanding for long that its
membe:rs, who had hitherto
been restricted to only one
district: league, be allowed to
play in at least two leagues
outside: the capital.

The BFF mect also sanc-
tioned Brothers Union Club's
participation in the Kalinga
Cup tournament in the Indian

State of Orissa. Should Broth-

ers not avail the opportunity
then PWD Club can take up the
invitation.

A tournament committee
was also formed with BFF
treasurer Dr Aminul Islam as
chairrnan and BFF general sec-
retary Harunur Rashid as sec-
retary for the tenth Asian Club

I Cup champ lnnahltaschaduhd

to bcg:ln in Dhaka July 19.
Eight champion club teams of
Asia will take part in that
meet. Dhaka Mohammedans
will represent Bangladesh.

LONDON, June
11: Derbyshire
captain Kim
Barnett produced
career © best
bowling figures of
six for 28 on Hnnday to guide
his team to their first English
county championship cricket
victory of the season, reports
Reuter.

KIM BARNETT

Barnett, leg-spinner, took
his last five wickets for
nine runs as Derbyshire dis-
missed Glamorgan for 192 in
their second innings to win by
108 runs.

Derbyshire batsman John
Morris, currently out of favour
wlth the Eng]and selectors,

state South Africa, I10C Vice
President Kevan Gosper told
reporters after the first round
of closed-door meetings.

"Our responsibility is to re-
tain that leadership and pro-
vide guidance to the federa-
tions. So far they have fol-
lowed. This is not the time to
see a breakdown in cohesion of
behaviour. We want the federa-
tions to stay behind us and not
compromise this."

The IAAF, the world
overning body for track and
eld, has already taken steps

toward South Africa’s
rehabilitation.

Last month, it partially
lifted its ban on South African
athletes in international meets
and ssid they could start com-
peting again in Africa.

The IAAF sald it would
consider a broader lifting of
the ban after a delegation stud-
jes the situation later this
month.

IAAF President Primo
Nebiolo, one of the most pow-
erful figures in international
sport, is to hlvt South
Africans
the world lt-p at the Wmﬁ

three in the 400.

*I haven't done
work at all — just nld
a little distance running.®
Reynolds said. “To be honest.
I'm just looking to Barcelona
in '92. They'll see the real
Butch Reynolds there. | have to
have something set up to go
for.”

The process has sapped
Reynolds, 27, in more ways
than one. Reynolds made an
estimated 400,000 dollars to
500,000 dollars a year before
his suspension.

*This has hurt me a lot
more than financially. You can
always mlht money,

Reynolds said. “All this talk
hurt Butch qukh deep ln~

side more that thln‘
L-hu't'h:-hn‘hm
u downplayed
the inancial
*The t blow he has
suffered is this smirch-

ing of his record for
le who look up hph;.'
utka said. “Ho , it's
been washed away by this ru)-

p]layers demand

Sports Reporter

‘Barnett's career best

just .

Besides, the BFF also de-
cidedtnmmpl:te this year's
Senior Division and other:
league programmes by Decem-
bermthltthi:othlllm4
can be planned acco
ﬂ'!l:Enghlhealendnr Le. ngom
Jnnumjrtnncmmbe:rhutud
of July-June.

Sampras doubts
Agassi's chances

LONDON, June 11: US
tennis champion Pete Sampras
expressed doubt on Monday
over whether fellow-American
Andre Agassi, beaten in the
French Open final on Sunday,
would compete at Wimbledon
this month, reports Reuter.

Sampras added that
could already have ruined h!a
chance of victory this time.

Agassi, whose only previous
Wimbledon appearance was in
1987 when he lost in the first
round, has insisted he would
play for the second time this
year.

Sampras, in London for the
Queen’'s Club grass court tour-
nament, was not so sure.
"Andre might not even come at
all,” he said.

Agassi has flown back to the
United States

earlier blasted an 83-ball cen-
tury which the fastest
of the summer, by lan Botham
against the West Indies.

Slow left-armer Phil
Tufnell, another England dis-
card, returned six for 82 for
Middlesex against Leicester-
shire in a rain-ruined draw.

clements denied War-
wickshire any opportunity to
strengthen their position at
the top of the table.

They set Somerset 271 to

win in 69 oveérs but rain
spoiled the contest with Som-

erset closing on 50 for two.

Prolific Australian batsman
Tom Moody hit an unbeaten
181 — his highest champi-
onship score of the season —
as Worcestershire and Essex
fought out another predictable
draw.

Moody struck six sixes and
23 fours, although acting Essex
captain Neil Foster fed him
some late runs to hasten a dec-
laration.

With the weather so
malevolent, Gloucestershire
were the only other county to
win. They beat Hampshire by
six wickets.

Hampshire declared their
first inning at 256 for eight
and both sides forfeited an in-
nings to help ensure a positive
]'l:sull

Track Championships in Tokyo
in August.

But Nebiolo said his organi-
zation was not in a race against
the others to be first to wel-
come South Africa back.

“*We don't want to be first
in the class, or even second,”
Nebiolo said at an IAAF news
conference in London. "We are
looking for the right moment
to allow the young athletes of
South Africa to compete with
their colleagues all over the
world..."

He did not accept the IAAF
was mo too fast.

“These young athletes have
been isolated for 22 years.
They want to compete,” Nebi-
olo said. "We don’'t have any in-
terest in pushing but some-
times in

South Africa was expelled
from the 1OC in 1970 for its
policies of racial lwﬂnn
The IAAF followed suit in
1976.

The IOC has set two main
conditions for South Africa's
readmission: abealition of
apartheid and unification of
the country's sports federa-
tions into non-racial bodies.

Egypt crush
Indonesia

KWANGJU, South Korea.
June 11: crushed In-
donesia 6-0 to advance to the
semifinals of the South Korean
President's Cup football tour-
nament here Tuesday. reports
AFP

iﬁypt completely domi-
na the match and em-
barked on their goal-getting

s in the ninth minute
when Magdy Tolba scored

with a powerful free kick.
Ayman Mansour and Hos-
sam Hassan got in on the act
wlthpﬂnhthclﬁthuﬂ
18th utes, which saw
mmmmm

“ 3-0 lead.




