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2 Cong workers |

killed in Tripura
bomb blasts

AGARTALA, June 9 : Two
Congress-l workers were
and two others injured
seriously at Jirania in West
Tripura Satu night when
some unidentified persons
hurled bombs at them, police
report reaching here Sunday
said, reports PTI.

This is the first major inci-
dent of poll-related violence
aflter the weck-long one expe-
rienced in the state following
the assassination of the former
Premier, Rajiv Gandhi, which
claimed seven lives. Two per-
sons were injured in a scparate
case of bomb blast in the town
last week.

The injured have been ad-
mitted in the G B Hospital
here.

Police said that bombs were
hurled at the party men by
unidentified persons, who
came in a vehicle, when they
went to the area to distribute
voters' slips. The two in the
hospital.

photographer

NEW DELHI, June 9 : A
young Sri Lankan Tamil mili-
tant arrested in India has iden-
tified a mystery man believed

to be an accomplice of Rajiv
GCandhi's assassin as a

“*hardcore” Tamil rebel, news-
::rr-rtwmd today, says

Nwlpulg:rlnidlm
of the ration Tigers of

Tamil Eelam (LTTE) group,

| Guerre Shankar, had told po-

lice in southern India that the
man haifled from Sri Lanka's
northern Jaflna peninsula.

The United News of India
(UNI) also quoted official
sources as ng in Madras,
capital of Tamil Nadu state
where Mr Gandhi was killed
on May 21, that Shankar had
scen the bespectacled man

1m women die each year : aticstone

million women die each year and more than 100 million suf-
fer disabling illnesses from childbirth, unsafe abortion and
pregnancy complications, a study said Saturday, reports
Xinhua form Washington.

Reproductive problems are the leading killer of women ol
the Worldwatch Institute.

Jodili Jacobson, Senior Researcher of the Institute, said
the annual number of deaths from reproductive causes will
double by the end of the decade “without a reordering of pri-
orities in health care and family planning.”

Lifetime risk of dying from -related causes is
one in 21 in Asia, one in 54 in Africa, one in 73 in Latin
America, contrasting with one in 6,368 in North America and
one in 9,850 in Northern Europe, the study said.

Egyptian killEd e An Islamic fundamentalist

wanted in the October 1990 assassination of tian parlia-
mentary Speaker Rifaat Mahgoub was killed police in a
gunbattle on Saturday, police said, AFP from Cairo reports.

The shootout began when police attempted to arrest a
group of five fundamentalists at a house south of Cairo, ac-
cording to police.

A second fundamentalist also wanted in the was in-
jured in the shooting, while three other fundamentalists

to flee, including Safouat Abdel Chani, the leader of

the underground Al-Jihad organization and one of the main
suspects in the assassination.

Colombia rejects truce plan :

The Colombian government Saturday rejected a cease-fire
proposal from a Marxist guerilla delegation at peace talks in
Caracas, AFP reports.

Meecting in the capital of Venczuela, rebel
leaders proposed the bilateral cease-fire Friday to lay the
groundwork for ending 30 years of civil war in their country.

But the Government's Chief sentative, Presidential
aide Jesus Antonio Bejarano, dismissed the proposal as “not
credible, imprecise and weak.”

it Sy i g

them seriously, when two buses collided head-on near
Sirhind Saturday evening, police said in Chandigarh, reports
PTI.

Police said a
lided head on at Madhupur Chowk in Bhatti Majra area of
Sirhind police station jurisdiction.

The injured have been rushed to hospitals at Sirhind and

Patiala.
100 en held in Pakistan :

Pakistani authorities have arrested more than 100 Tribesmen
in Baluchistan after clashes in which seven people
were killed and 30 wounded, reports Reuter from Quetta.
Government sources said on Saturday the arrests were
made after Ghaibizai and Hamidzal sub-tribes of the main

Basra.

The lIraqi information Minister said in a statement that the
BBC report was a fabrication intended to strengthen the
morale of the saboteurs.”

the area between
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Probe into Rajiv’s assassination in progress

"from " in Jaflna.
Jallna is now under the vir-
tual control of the LTTE, Sri
Lanka's dominant Tamil mili-
tant group. Almost all senior
LTTE leaders are from Jafina,
which is from Tamil
Nadu by a narrow strip of sca.

The UNI report, carried in
national newspapers, said
Shankar, in his 20's, was
arrested in Tamil Nadu for not
possessing travel documents
and had admitted to being a
LTTE member.

"It was not immediately
clear whether the arrested
militant formed part of the
killer gang," newspapers said,
adding that investigators were
"ch ng the testimony of
Shankar.”

The LTTE, which fought
Indian troops despatched to
Sri Lanka Mr Gandhi in
mid-1987, has denied in-
volvement in the Gandhi
killing, and instead tried to
pin the blame on others, in-
cluding rival groups and the
Colombo government.

But the Hindu newspaper
said that "senfor government
sources” in New Delhi believed

that the mystery man was

700 Af ghan
troops defect
to Mujahideen

ISLAMABAD, June 9 : About
700 Afghan government militi-
amen defected to Mujahideen
with their families fn the
northern province of Jozjan
last week, a Mujahideen news
service said today, reports
Reuter.

The surrender on Wed-
nesday at a village near the
Emﬂn::ial capital Shibarghan

rought several areas under
Mujahideen control, the
Pakistan-based Mujahideen
government's official news
service media added.

No independent confirmé-
tion of the report was available.

Media quoted a radio mes-
sage from a Mujahideen com-
mander in the area as saying
the militamen brought with
them their arms, including
700 Kalashnikov assault rifles
and three tanks.

" Mr Math

W. a very senior op-
erative of the LTTE intelli-

gence, possibly its head.”

The newspaper added that
an was known as
an "one-cyed jack (who). has
been in and out of Tamil Nadu
under varfous guises and and
aliascs.” )

Mr Gandhi was killed when
a young woman, widely sus-
pected to be a Sri Lankan
Tamil, detonated a plastic ex-
plosive strapped her while
pretending to touch his feet at
an election rally in the town of
Sriperumpudur.

Indian investigators later
relcased photographs of the
dark-skinned bespectacled as-

Accomplice of assassin arrested,
had LTTE links

sassin, ho a sandalwood
garland, and mystery man
with a notebook in his hand
who was initially thought to be
a journalist,

The woman, apparently on a
suicide mission, died in the
blast, while the man escaped.

Both snapshots, the most
crucial evidence of the Gandhi
assassination, were taken by a
freelance Indian photographer,
Hari Babu, who was hired by
the mys man but was killed
in the exp
others.

Mr Babu's family has denied
he was linked to the LTTE, but
a newspaper reported from
Madras that Mr Babu had gone

jon along with 15

LLankan engr knows |
accomplice of |
Rajiv's assassin

COLOMBO, June 9: In a  paper reports, saying he was

dramatic development, a Sri
Lankan engineer from Jaffna
has said he knows the 'kurta
pylama' clad accomplice of the
assassin of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, reports
PTI.

The 27-year-old engineer,
Amuthalingam Mathimagan is
reported to have told his col-
leagues in his office here that
the 'the man in kurta and py-

holding a notebook’ in a
much publicised photograph
was known to him.

On seecing a report in some
Indian newspapers reproduced
here yesterday naming him as
the suspected accomplice,
Ma gave an affidavit in
a Colombo court that he had
been staying in Colombo for
the past one year and that he
had not left the country during
that period, Indian High
Commission officials here said.

After taking an engineering
degree from Madras,
Mathimagan is reported to
have worked in India for some
time before taking up his pre-
sent job in a construction firm
here.

Mathimagan left his office

| yesterday on seeing the news-

going to consult his lawyer and
then present himself before
the Indian High Commission.
"He ap to be highly
:ﬂ::cittd and frightened,” said
that Vr Mathimaghe met bk

on Saturday morning.

The Managing Director of
the firm employing Mr
Ma n was quoted in the

‘Sunday Observer’ today that
Mr Mathim hailing from
northern Ja was working
with his firm since May this
year.

A special investigation team
headed by the CBI director Mr
Vijay Karan had visited
Colombo last week and re-
turned without making much
headway in the probe.

The main clues so far have
been the picture of the sus-
pected woman assassin with a
garland waiting for Mr Gandhi
and another of her suspected
accomplice kurta and
pyjama and holding a note-
book. .

While the woman assassin
perished in the blast that
killed Mr Gandhi, there was no
trail of her accomplice even
after both the photographs
were widely published.
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GOTHKI (Pakistan) : Damaged coaches of the Rawalpindi bound Tezgam EI]:E- curl’ up
skywards after having collided with a stationary freight train in a Southern

=

.........

—— - -
. E a4 a :
¥

stan rural
—AFP photo

Armed men

MOSCOW, June 9: Armed
men destroyed two cusloms

posts set up by the separatist
rmments of Latvia and

ports Reuter.
It quoted Latvian Deputy
Interfor Minister Zenon

Estonia, Latvia
Lithuania, which do not recog-
nise their

burned down a post al
Grebnovo on the Latvia-Russia
border after removing money
and documents.

Baltifax said unidentified
men in civilian clothes strick a
few hours ecarlier at Luhamaa,
about 100 km (60 miles) to
the north, on the Estonia-
Russia border.

it quoted an Estonian bor-
der guard officer as saying they

destroy customs
posts in Latvia, Estonia

came in a car used two wecks
ago by Soviet military officers.

A Byelorussian policeman
and Lithuanian border guard
were shot and killed last
month in two incidents on the
frontier between the two re-

publics.

Soviet television said on
Saturday an found
the killings were personal,
not political motives. |

| Nepal greets Pak plea

for N-free zone

KATHMANDU June 9
Nepal has welcomed the
Pakistani proposal for a joint
m:: with India, China, the
Us the Soviet Union in an
effort to rid South Asia of the

populous region might danger-

to Jafina to cover the LTTE

May Day thisguu-
y Observer, in a

The Su

front- report, quoted an
nlﬂclnlpa:# the I':dtrg.lu Central
Bureau of Investigation as say-
ing that there was "enough ev-
idence to prove that (Mr Babu)
had links with the LTTE".

But it added that Mr Babu,
an Indian Tamil, might not
have known May 21 that Mr
Gandhi was to be assassinated.
Otherwise he might have taken
steps to ensure his own safety.

"The killers probably took
him along to ensure easier ac-
cess to a vantage point at the
meeting venue. Being familiar
with the killers, Hari Babu ap-
pears to have initially taken a
few pictures of them.”

Sunday Observer did
not say how Mr Babu visited
Jaflna, but the LTTE is known
lo routinely ferry men and ma-
terial by boats between Tamil
Nadu state and Sri Lanka.
Congress never

thought of a

JAIPUR, June 9: The All
India Congress-I Committee
General Secretary, HKL
Bhagat, today said that his
party would elect its CPP
leader on democratic basis
after completion of election,
reports PTI

Talking 10 newsmen, at a
brief stopover here, on his way
to Udatpur, Bhagat claimed
that there was no dearth of
leaders in the Congress Party
and it would provide the
country a new Prime Minister
at an opportune time.

Bhagat said, the party
President, OV Narsihmha Rao
had made it clear that the new
leader would be elected by the
CPP without any controversy.
Mr Bhagat dented the reports
that he was in the race for the
post of party President.

Bhagat further said his party
earlier never thought of a sub-
stitute either to Rajiv Gandhi
or Indira Gandhi, as both ol
them were "unmatchable be-
cause of their tall personali-

ties.”
Referring to

the non-

Con I Prime Ministers in
the past, Bhagat remarked that
Mo

rarji Deshi, Charan Sl.r?h,
VP Singh and Chandra
Shekhar were the Congress-l
products who left their parent

party for their own vested in-
terests.

ownlifeas
Revolution failec

BEIWJING, June 9: Jiang
Qing took her own life on real-
ising that her campaign was a
“complete failure”, a Shanghai
newspaper said in the first of-
ficial commentary on the sui-
cide confirmed last week, re-
ports AFP.

‘Saturday's Liberation Daily",
received here Sunday called
the Leader of the 'Gang of four’
who unleashed the bloody
‘Cultural Revolution” of 1966-
1976 a "She-devil" and said
she committed suicide be-
cause “her former dream was
dead and she was too disap-
pointed.”

The official "Xinhua" news
agency had confirmed reports
in the west of the suicide last

without commentary,
saying that it took place on

May 14.
According to unconfirmed

reports in recent ., Jiang,
imprisoned in 1981, suffered
from throat cancer.
"Xinhua" said Tuesday that
she was put under house arrest
in 1984 and was undergoing

medical treatment.
Before concluding that,

nations for the suicide.

It was not because she
been “too persecuted”, the pa-
per said, arguing that she had
e clemency since the

one later
could it be remorse
over her crimes, the r

rejection of the Cultural
Rewvolution’, and for

%Hiﬂu killed
more 40 years ago
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Soviets keep sense of

humour in trying

MOSCOW : As the Soviet | :
economy crumbles, shortages '+ £33
W =g
1

times

T

get worse and people join
lines without even knowing
what they're for. one thing
remains plentiful : political
humour, reports AP.

Telling jokes about Kremlin
leaders used to be subversive,
but wunder Glasnost, the
sharper the quip the better.
One comedian defined
Glasnost as “A time when any-
thing can come out of your
mouth, but you've got nothing
to put into it.”

Soviet law makes it a crime to
insult the "honour and dig-
nity” of the President, but
comedians mock Mikhail
Gorbachev with impunity,
their derision waxing as his
popularity wanes.

On May 13, the new Russian
Television channel's first
night of broadcasting, mil-

lions watched comedians sub-
ject Gorbachev and his chiefl
rival, Boris Yeltsin, to
scathing imitations and one-
liners.

In one skit, satirist Anatoly
Trushkin mocked Gorbac-
hev's provincial accent,
deliberately mispronouncing
words as he pretended to
lead the national Congress of
People’'s Deputies in a discu-

ssion of whether to start work or take a break.

Gorbachev is the butt of the most popular joke of his six

ycars as Soviet leader.

A man fed up with waiting in the vodka line announces he
is going to kill Gorbachev. He storms away and returns an

hour later.
"So did

In another joke going

you kill him?” someone asks.
"No. That line was even longer than this one.”

around Moscow, Gorbachev takes his

to the Kremlin for all the top officials to admire.
*He's going to be a general: you can tell by the way he
stamps his feet,” Defense Minister Dmitri Yazov says.
“No, no, he's going to be a banker,” says Premier Valentin
Paviov. "You can tell by the way he grabs with his hands.”
"You're both wrong.” Gorbachev says. "He's going to be
Ex::lcnt_ You can tell by the way he's fouled his diapers and

on smiling.”

‘Discovery of one’s

own humanity’

BALTIMORE [Maryland) : Actor and fermer prison inmate

Charles Dutton told inmateés graduating from college that the
value of their education was the “discovery ol one’'s own hu-

manity,” reports AP.

Dutton. 40, who stars in the upcoming Fox television net-
work situation comedy “Roc,” once served prison terms for
manslaughter, possessing deadly weapons and assaulting a

prison guard.

In a commencement address Sunday to inmates at the
maximum-security Maryland State penitentiary, he recalled
his "defiant attitude” as a youth growing up in a public housing

project in Baltimore.

He told the 29 inmate-graduates that his turn around be-
gan when he attended Hagerstown Junior College as an in-

mate. He later grad

nated from Towson State University and

Yale Untversity's School of Drama.
The inmates were receiving degrees from Coppin State

College in Baltimore.

A 7-year-old pilot

KILL DEVIL HILLS (North Carolina) : A 7-year-old pilot
landed here Monday after a nine-day cross-country flight that
his family claims made him the youngest to fly across the

United States, reports AP.

with his flight instructor at his side. Daniel Shanklin

touched down and bounced twice at First Flight Airstrip. next
to the Wright Brothers Memorial on North Carolina’s Outer

Banks.

*That was the worst landing I've ever had and | wanted it
to be the best.” said Daniel, of San Antonio.

About 300 schoolchildren from elementary
Kitty Hawk and Manteo cheered as Daniel flew over

nearby

before landing.

Daniel received T-shirts and commemeorative

schools in

pins from

merchants and a birthday cake in the shape of an airplane. He

turns 8 on Tuesday.

He took off from San Diego on May 26 in a Cessna 172.

stop

in several cities along the way.

boy's grandfather Dr. Ken Shanklin, 59, a plastic sur-

geon from Fresno, California. said he believed the flight was a
record for the youngest pilot to fly coast to coast.

The Guinness Book of World Records doesn’t keep such

records by

age. The National Acronautics Association stopped

ing.
Daniel said he wasnt sure why he made the flight. except

that his

grandfather encouraged

him to. Daniel's 9-year-old

brother. Michael, also flew along in his grandfather’s six-seat

During the flight. Daniel sat on a booster seat and had a
cushion behind his back. Blocks were attached to the rudder

ibya éupplied arms

to IRA

LONDON June 9 : Libyan|
leader Muammar Gaddafl ol-
fered to give Britain details of
Libyan arms shipments to Irish
republican guerillas in an al-
tempt to improve relations,
the Observer ncwspaper re-

ported today. says Reuter.
The paper said this was

part of an abortive attempt to
re-establish diplomatic ties
with Britain, broken in 1984
aflter a was killed
by a shot fired from the Libyan
Embassy during a demonstra-
tion in London.

Conservative member of

| parllament Teddy Taylor re-

tumed from a 10-day trip to
Libya last weck carrying mes-
sages for the British m-
ment from Libyan loreign
Minister Ibrahim Mohammed

Beshari and other leaders.

But a foreign office
said “there can be

no improved relations between

e ‘Soilence \hat the

guerillas

Libyans have rcnounced their
support for international ter-
rorism including the IRA."

The Observer quoted Libya's
Ambassador to the United
Nations, Al Treiki, as sayi
that Libya had now broken al
links with the Irish Republican
Army, which is fighting to outs
Britain from northern lreland.

According to police and
court evidence Libya supplied
tonnes of virtually undetectable
Czechoslovak made Semtex
explosives and other arms to
the IRA in the 1980s.

The Observer quoted what
it described as highly placed
sources as saying that Libya
told Taylor it would disclose
full details of the IRA ship-
ments in exchange for more
normal relations with Britain.

Beshari said on Saturday
that Libya had nothing te do
with terrorism and assertions
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