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Signals from Begum Zia

While it may be too soon to attempt an evalua-
tion of political events of the past few days, one
should still regard the meeting between Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia who was accompa-
nied by some of her senior cabinet colleagues on
Friday as a welcome event. In normal circum-
stances, the meeting would have been viewed as a
routine affair. However, seen against the back-
ground of tension that had been felt in political
circles during past weeks, the meeting and, in-
deed, the publicity given to it served a most use-
ful purpose. However, let us hasten to add that
ltke one swallow does not make a summer, just
one meeting belween Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Begum Zia would not produce a
breakthrough in the political stalemate in the
country. What is needed now is continuing dia-
logue between the two who have such important
roles to plav in solving the problems [acing the
nation.

Significantly enough, the meeting between the
Acting President and the Prime Minister took
place within 24 hours of an address delivered by
Begum Zia and some 48 hours alter Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed had spoken to the nation
through the electronic media. If the Acting
President had used his TV/radio address to
assert his neutrality, the Prime Minister used her
speech to reaffirm her political strength. One was
perhaps as necessary as the other. However, the
two leaders cannot repeat such exercises too
often, without creating new misunderstanding.

Apart from making a show of strength, the
public address of Begum Khaleda Zia provided the
nation with a few important signals. A timely one
was addressed to the student community when
she urged it to return to its studies, while posing
a straightforward question, "What is the justifica-
tion for inciting trouble in the campuses after the
fall of autocracy in the country ?" Let us hope that
various student bodies will heed the advice of the
Prime Minister and help in the restoration of
peace and order in various universities in the
country. However, having clearly denounced the
violence which has been causing such havoc in
our educational institutions, the Government
must be ready to take measures to bring the situ-
ation under control, in case the Prime Minister's
advice falls on deaf ears.

The Prime Minister's other signal, the one
about the alleged conspiracy to destabilise her
government, may evoke varied reactions, ranging
from scepticism to concern. Assuming that
Begum Zia's allegation is not without a basis, we
can only reemphasise the need for some under-
standing among major political parties on issues
and problems facing the nation. In this respect, it
is important for the BNP Government to discard
the siege mentality and to approach a possible
negotiation with the opposition with confidence
and strength. The patriotic fervour that had
brought so many parties and groupings together
in the struggle against the Ershad administration
must indeed be revived. And here the initiative
must come from the BNP government which, in
the ultimate analysis, has the final responsibility
to ensure political stability and economic
progress in the country.

Three Cheers for Abahani

It is always gratifying to see a local team win a
sporting event in which formmidable foreign teams
are also involved. The victory of Abahani Krira
Chakra in the just-concluded Club Cup Football
sponsored by Bangladesh Tobacco Corporation is
naturally worth our congratulations. The fact that
another local side, Dhaka Mohammedan Sporting
Club, also reached the final ahead of the semi-le-
gendary East Bengal, Mohammedans and Mohan
Bagan clubs of Calcutta, provided added cause for
satisfaction. The three Indian teams were once
the cream of subcontinental football, and their
very names still inspire awe and affection among
followers of the game here in Bangladesh. But
now, our own boys have quite convincingly laid
claim to the same sort of greatness, at least in the
regional context.

Abahani players must be doubly pleased with
themselves because, for one thing, they had to
overcome East Bengal who played possibly the
best football of the three guest teams, in order to
reach the final, and also because they outfought
their traditional — some say bitter — rivals Dhaka
Mohammedans in the final.

Since the club's genesis in 1972, Abahani has
gradually established itself as a major contender
for local as well as regional glory. Over the years,
it has successfully built up a challenge to Mo-
hammedans' once-undisputed supremacy. League
titles and various cups have come its way despite
all the upheavals and uncertainties that have often
affected the club. The survival and thriving of
Abahani owe a great deal to the professionalism of
its management, its pool of talented players and
the dedication of its numerous supporters.

This Club Cup tournament captured the pub-
lic's imagination from the start, and Bangladesh
Television deserves commendation for transmit-
ting the matches live. The tournament, held to
raise money for the cyclone victims of
Bangladesh, also showed the part sport can play
in a noble cause. We extend our warm thanks to
the organisers and participators of the event,
especially the three guest-teams from across the
‘border.

But the biggest cheer should be reserved for
Abahani, especially as many a laymen had pre-
sumed that the trophy would be won by one of
the three West Bengal sides. So, let's hear it for
the boys: Three checrs for Abahani, hip, hip,

hooray !

DIVISIVENESS CAUSES TENSION

The Baily Star 4

| Political Parties Should Reach Modus Operandi

nation, B.nglﬂle-hnnyhlrd need any advice
from outside. The country's e in this
field is unitkely to be matched by that in most

other developing nations in Asia.

We have reached the stage when we glibly
attribute divisiveness W our national character,
when the real causes for this phenomenon lie
with some deep-rooted habits and norms ol our
middle class life, ¢ ly in socio-political and
cultural fields. In other words, many ol the
problems, contributing o growing divisiveness
in our socicty, are inherent in our nascent
political culture, some linked to the way we run
our political parties and organise their
structures, including elections (which seldom or

never take place), internal debates and
differences.
Many of these problems, in different forms,

are part of our pre-liberation history, with re-
mote echoes from the pre-1947 p-erlo-d Our dif-
ficulty, often bordering on total inability. in run-
ning political parties on democratic lines, in ac-
cepting internal dissent as part of the political
process and in recognising the validity of the
views held by opposite sides, is nothing new
However, in the pre-liberation period. the pres-
ence of such formidable personalities as Hus-
sain Shahid Suhrawardy, Moulana Bhashani and
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as heads of political
parties and the unqualified identification of our
shared goal diverted our attention from issues
and problems relevant to the yet unborn politi-
cal culture of an independent nation.

The political life in the pre-liberation period
had other characteristics. While such organisa-
tions as Awami League (AL} and National Awami
Party (NAP) were led by strong-willed person-
alities with somewhat authoritartan ways. there
were also competent general secretaries, lke

Tajuddin Ahmed and Mashiur Rahman. who ex-
ercised considerable influence on their respee-
tive organisations and, on occasions, showed
that they had minds of their own. Above all
these two sations operated from different
reasonably well-defined ideclogical positions on
national and international tssues, which influ-
enced their political agendas. Their pro-
grammes had their ties, but the average
political analyst at least knew what these two
organisations — and, in fact, others, like parties
in the left — stood for.

So, there was quite a good deal of cohesion
inside each major party. One seldom heard of
defections and never of a political party splitting
into factions. Divisiveness was indeed kept un-
der check.

Now. let us look at the current scene and see
where exactly the major changes have taken

place. contributing to the growing divisiveness
in our political life.

In the first place, it is the lack of genuine po-
litical cohesion inside the two major parties —
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and
Awami League (AL) — which provides the single
biggest factor behind internal divisiveness
within each organisation. There is no doubt that
this lack of cohesion stems from the absence of
well-defined programmes and the reluctance of
the two parties to take ideological positions, be
yond almost identical populist viewpoints. Again,
if BNP realise heavily on the appeal that the
memory of the late Ziaur Rahman. exercised
through his wife Begum Khaleda Zia, holds for
the masses, Al remains very much the party of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. with his daughter,
Hulnn serving almost as a proxy leader.

nzf the past two decades. the motive that
pmm many a politician or even a mid-level
worker to join one party instead of another, de-
fect to the opposite side or set up a splinter
group was, almost always, more personal than
political, with some kind of a personality clash
with the leader often serving as the decisive
factor To complete the scenario. one must also
recognise that most politictans have felt at-

on Major Issues

tracted to the party that was either in power or
M&uhﬂtdnmoftﬂin‘aﬁumth:_
future. From this n. one must ex-
clude a of the extreme ke Jamaat.
the Communist Party of Bangladesh and smaller
left organisations. ﬂr:ﬂm-hnmulh
terms or programmes
Whmﬂm!nmmﬂmm
major political parties., a recent change in the
henomenon should not be overlooked. Now
that BNP is in power and the of Be-

gum Khaleda Zta has gained tremendous
strength, defections from the party can be ruled
out. Divisiveness among members of the BNP
parliamentary party, say, on the issue of the
form of governiment. may be manifested more in

rumblings than in an open outcry. Again, by
sounding a warning on Thursday about an al-
leged conspiracy ,to destabilise her government,

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has put everyone in
her party on a loyalty test, a move that also
boosts the aggressive spirit within the organisa-
tion. Oddly enough, as one political analyst puts
it, the move is reminiscent more of the political
style of late Shetkh Mujib than of the late Ziaur
Rahman.

Since the present uneasy political situation,
especially between the Acting President and the
Prime Minister, ylelds some dividends for the
opposition, the AL should be able to stay to-
gether, without internal dissention posing too
much of a threat to the leadership. Even a dis-
sident like Dr Kamal Hossain may see the need
for closing the ranks behind Sheikh Hasina to
push for the adoption of the parliamentary sys-
tem.

At the moment, the role of the Jatiya Party
has been largely marginalised. Unless there is a
dramatic change in the overall scenario. it re-
mains a minor actor on the scene. altho .
from time to time, its acting chairman Moudud
Ahmed will pontificate about "national approach”
to tackle national problems.

In the changed situation, we may. therefore,
sce less and less of internal divistveness within

-ﬁﬂrpﬁlﬂm But what is happening

process ol democratic
in such a situation, the best that the
President, Justice Shahabuddin can do. a
t he has avoided so far, is to persuade

to meet and talk about some

Such could serve as signals to
students in the universt that they should
bring an end to violence and return to their

E

If the two political pasties — being the ruling
party, BNP has a bigger responsibility in this re-
gard — cannot deal with the divistve-
ness, now almost bordering on confrontation,
between themselves as well as at the national
level through bold and courageous moves,
cannot even speculate about what may hap
next. One thing is certain: There will be a crisis
that neither party can tackle on its own, a crisis
that this country can do without.

After 22 Years Theyre Actually Sitting Round a Table

Etan Vlessing writes from Belfast

Northern Ireland's

political leaders to talk,
there seems little point in
rushing things when they
finally seem near to getting

round a table.
Whatever the outcome of

current wrangling between
stubborn political parties in
the north and the Irish gov-

I F it has taken 22 years to

Dogged Peter Brooke, British Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, has had more success
than almost any of his predecessors in getting the political parties in strife-torn Ulster to sit
round a table. It has taken two decades. No one can be surprised that there have aiready
been hiccups. If a negotiation gets started it is going to be an extremely long haul.

venue for most of the meetings
in the second round of talks.
The fortress-like Parlia-
ment building is situated on a
hill overlooking the Shankhill
Road and Divis Flats neigh-
bourhoods below, where the
damage-strewn surroundings
and sectarian hatred is more
reminiscent of embattled
Beirut than the north-western

ernment, the negotiations on
the future of Northern Ireland
are moving almost impercepti-
bly towards round-table talks.

Since 1969 the bomb and
the bullet have become the
hallmark of Northern Ireland
to the outside world. The
majority Protestant community
are adamant that the province
will remain within the United
Kingdom, while the minority
Roman Catholic community
would prefer to join up with
the Irish Republic to the south.

Since "the Troubles,” as the
bloody Northern Ireland con-
flict is often termed, gathered
pace in the Seventies, the Bri-
tish government, maintaining
forces and direct rule in the
province, has sought a way in
which the majority Protestants
and the minority Catholics
might share power and resolve
their major differences.

But Northern Ireland poli-
tics are not for the faint-

‘hearted. In tense and divided

Belfast, where one-third of the
province lives, the depth of
cynicism and apathy among
some, and religious bigotry
among others, means the fact
that the Ulster talks are con-
tinuing at all fs progress
enough for many.

Most people cannot do
much more than shake their
heads and trust their hearts
when commenting on current
efforts at ment.

Their silence betrays a

boredom over the cur-

rent talks, which s found as

| well on the British mainland. A

leading administrator in
Northern Ireland's Art Council,
the province's arts funding

body, says: It's all posturing.
"They've been talking for years.
| can’t see any agreement com-
ing from the politiclans now.”
Another long time resident
of Belfast and a leading busi-
nessman, says most people in
Northern Ireland want to
bridge differences between
communities and live in peace.
But he could not imagine
what the province's politicians

- might say or do as they sit for

the first time around a table.
"The tragedy is 1 don't know
what the politicians are think-
ing at all.”

Most people in Belfast have
learned to turn their gaze away
from "The Troubles” and get
on with their lives. Many will
claim Belfast is a good place to
ltve in, given the current rise

Northern ireland
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in retail activity and develop-
ment within the town centre.

The rejuvenation of Belfast's
port area on the Lagan river,
following the demise of the
city's traditional shipbuilding
sector, aims to create jobs and
foster civic pride in what is
considered a neutral zone be-
tween divided East and West
Belfast.

At the same time, the depth
of hatred felt by both commu-
nities is tangible when you
witness British soldiers
emerge from their high-secu-
rity barracks, all surrounded by
high stockade fences and tur-
rets to protect against bomb
attacks, in prder to patrol
Belfast.

To get round, British sol-
diers in bullet-proof vests ride

p
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in armadillo-like jeeps. their
rifles ever raised and aimed in
readiness against possible
attack.

The challenge for the
Northern Ireland government
will be to attract enough jobs
and outside investment to
West and North Belfast in par-
ticular, where unemployment
among local youth reaches 80
per cent in some areas.

With out these jobs, any
agreement the province's
politicians eventually hammer
out will never work because
the city's embattled neigh-
bourhoods will not let it work.

Belfast's divided communi-
ties must be part of any even-
tual agreement, politiclans on
all sides are agreed. Otherwise
all efforts are certain to fail

and leaders all round will lose
credibility.

Of course, the rare believers
insist that, at long last, the
time may be right for agree-
ment. The current posturing
on both sides, they urge, may
simply be the prelude to more
constructive talks when the
politiclans finally sit down
across from each other.

Far from a comprehensive
agreement arrived at early on,
most people expect a series of
smaller agreements to be
forced over time, each helping
to build on the trust that must
eventually wunderpin any
power-sharing agreement.

But should this optimism
prove unfounded and the im-
pending talks fail, the fear is
that this last, best hope for a
secure and lasting settlement
will be followed by Protestant
paramilitaries on the one
hand, and the Irish Republic
Army (IRA) on the other,
launching yet another wave of
violence and bloodshed in
Northern Ireland.

Over recent weeks, Peter
Brooke, the British Secretary
of State for Northern Ireland,
has tried with some success to
corral the province's main
politicians, including Rev [an
Paisley of the Unionist Party on
the Protestant side, and John
Hume of the Social Democrate
and Labour Party (SDLP) of the
Catholic community, into set-
ting a time and location for
power-sharing talks with the
Irish-government.

When the talks threatened

yet again to founder, Unionist
- politiclans agreed - Stormont

Castle in East Belfast as the

~ of smiling

corner of Europe.

Peter Brooke apparently
convinced Paisley, James
Molyneaux and the other
Unionist politiclans to stand
down from initial opposition to
allowing Charles Haughey, the
Irish Prime Minister, to set
foot in Belfast and mount the
steps to Stormont for round
two of the talks.

The sight of Paisley and
other Protestant leaders later
journeying south into Ireland
for the third round of talks in
Dublin will be a further propa-
ganda coup for the Irish gov-
ernment.

In the long term, hopes for
peace between Northern Ire-
land's waiting communities
may well depend on economic
recovery more than anything
eise. In the absence of a Nel-
son Mandela or a Mikhail Gor-
bachev, politicians who can
lead weary factions by the ear
towards possible agreement,
most people in Northern Ire-
land are doing their best to
turn their back on "The Trou-
bles” and lead as normal a life
as possible.

In the meantime, the sight
politicians emerging
from Stormont Castle to con-
tinue their negotiations before
waiting reporters, and almost
daily outbreaks of violence In
Belfast and surrounding
provinces, does much to
colour life in a embattled land
biding its time before possible
pcaoce. — GEMINI NEWS

ETAN VLESSING (s a
British journalist working for
Financial Weekly in London.
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assistance for ‘'calamities'
which seemingly never forsake
A

In this connection may I
draw attention to another of
our complexes: to have the
cake and eat it too. For exam-

market. We should reexamine
whether it would be feasible to
sell, say, 10 years' reserve, and
use the foreign for
strengthening. the develop-
ment structure; especially
after the recent devastating
cyclone and tidal wave.

‘Wenauldhm:hadﬂ:nﬂu-
ral gas
ern region had we ngmed tn
sell some of the gas to a neigh-
bouring country in the '70s. We
are unable to attract foreign
investment for our coal
reserves to be commercialized
(if feasible). We cannot attract
enough foreign investment in
the country, the way, say,
Malaysia is doing; although we
have a vast and cheap labour

force.

We have to improve our im-

age abroad. We expect some
dynamic (and fast) action from
our new leaders.

A. Mawaz

Golden Lion

Sir, Lion International
President's Gold Medal has
been awarded to a Bangladeshi
in Dhaka recently. One of the
most famous philanthropic or-

tions, Lion International

been very popular for its

helps to the wretch like "a
friend in need.”

Lions' humanitarian services
to the victims of nature's
mistreatment have earned ap-
preciation and confidence of
both the public and private
sectors. In a poor country like

esh where dozens of
foreign donors are discharging
their aids to the unfortunate
and to the nation's develop-
mental efforts as well, the

of Lions has justffied its
worth of a Helping-Hand.

. Dhaka.
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Also, exemplary, dogmatic
generosity of the Lions en-

lightened “"Lionism” many

times over as the Nightingale
or as the Hazi Mohamed
Moshin. So much so, Lion In-
ternational, unlike the king-of-
the beasts, stands out now as a

1 of service and sacrifice
to the suffering humanity that
has been promoted gorgeously
by the Bangladeshi Lions.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road
Mymensingh 2200.

On the campus

Sir, The present situation

on the campus is frustrat-
ing. The campuses have now
become battle fields. Friendly

relationship among the stu-
dents is now a matter of the
past. A student feels no hesita-
tion to assault his fellow stu-
dent on mere reasons. But this

anarchy cannot be allowed to

continue further.

In my opinion, the
mmtmrmmmuluﬂnnﬁth

different
out an eflective way to restore
discipline and congenial aca-
demic atmosphere on the
campus. Let our students also
set an example in this respect
as they did in restoring demo-
cratic order in the country.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural In-

stitute, Dhaka-1207.

Extent of brutality !

Sir, All over the world,
women are considered to be
symbols of softness, sobriety,
sweetness, and what not.

But | was shocked to read a
news item recently that a very,
very brutal incident was
enacted by a woman |

Apparently, there was a
quarrel between two families
in a village in the district of
Barisal. A woman belongl
the other group, got hold of
the son, aged four years.

She first gagged him by
putting fried rice inside his

litical parties find

mouth, and then bound his
legs and hands, and then went
on to chop off his hands and
feet one b}' one.

The report says that even
those officers who took part in
the investigation of the dead
body of the child, couldn't
check tears at this act of
inhumanity |

It is further reported that
the parents of the said child
are very poor and, therefore,
for them tn'f.o to any court for
redeeming the crime done, or
punishment to the criminal, is ,
out of the question.

This incident speaks
volumes about our courage, as
well as the state of barbarity
we have reached. Another
important question is that
what sort of woman was this
when woman s a symbol of
motherhood ?

Can we still claim that we
are civilized ? We can put any
of the barbarians in shame

anytime |
Amena Ahmed
Azimpur, Dhaka.



