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Food for

by S. Bari

Double standards are old hat in Bangladesh. lemale fi
But as long as we can identify the sources and
keep laughing at them, there is still hope. Take
a walk down a crowded Motijheel street. At
eye-level, people are stiffly self-conscious in
this city. Women are modestly wrapped up.
Couples walk with such careful distance and 1n-
difference that it gives the game away. Rarely
will you see physical intimacy of any sort, and

women are almost all in saris or salwar-
kameez and the mandatory dupatta.

Just raise your eyes some twenty feet. To
where green-faced ruffians pursue rosy. unbe-
lievably buxom heroines. In this world of film
hoardings, high above the realities of social
stricture and conservatism, [rolic the fantasies
of the Bengall (more particularly, of the Bengali
male). One recent film hoarding showed a well-
endowed woman with hooded eyes and a pro-
nounced double chin (presumably a sign of
beauty) clad in a flimsy blouse that left nothing
to the imagination. On an adjoining panel, she
was seen embraeing her beloved in an embar-
rassingly intimate way that would surely have
provoked a riot if attempted on a Dhaka street.

Painted boards in front of movie theatres are
the most important advertisement form for the
film in most of South and Southeast Asia,
though this form is hard to find elsewhere in
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Fantasy

rés: one dancer looks like a combi-
nation of Sridevi, on top, and Rambo (Thunder

panels are either villain or hero.
In some parts of the sub-continent, a
ic colour-coding clarifies the moral status of
each character on the board. The heroine is
usually painted pink, a reflection of the ideal
complexion in this region. She may have red
cheeks, and most definitely red lips. The vil-
lains should be
good men are tinged blue. All this seems to be
you know where to put your
sympathies, for, as one critic said of ‘Chor Da-
kat Police’ (Thieves, Bandits and Police). it
can be hard to tell who's who.

Time and money
factors. The demand for
require careful paifting of muscles and compli-
cated postures, fixes the
female anatomy-t6 be exposed is also a decisive
issue. An average-sized board (2 to 3 metres
high and 5 metres wide) takes a week or two to
complete. The artist is provided with still shots
of the film, which he copies in to larger-than-
life, eye-catching advertisements. Though
agents are reluctant to discuss mon
hoardings reportedly cost upwards of 7000

green or purplish, while the

involved depend on various
fighting figures, which

price. The extent of

ey. ‘film

systemat-

PM to receive
donations
till June 30

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will now receive

donation to the Prime Minis-
ter's Relief Fund at her
Office until June 30
except June 9 and 10, reports
BSS.
Earlier it was announce that
she would receive the donation
until June 8.

-Discussion on
Mahbubut
Haq today

By Staff Correspondent

Mahbubul Haq Memorial
Organisation holds discussion
in observance of the 17th
death anniversary of Mahbubul
Haq at 4 pm today (Saturday)
at the National Press Club. He
was the Editor of Dainik Pur-
bodesh and also a former
member of Pakistan National
Assembly.

Abdur Rahman Biswas,
Speaker of the Jatiya
will be the chief guest while
the State Minister for Infor-
mation, Nurul Huda will attend
as the special guest on the oc-
casion.

It will be presided over by
President of Bangladesh Fed-

eral Union of Journalist

(BFUJ), Reazuddin Ahmed.

CPB public

meet June 10

By Staff Correspondent
The Communist Party of

Metropolitan
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“Terrorism, violence let loose’

CHITTAGONG, June 7: A
section of teachers of Chit-
tagong University today called
upon the Chancellor of the
University Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmad to
intervene in and find a selution
to end the chaotic situation of
the university, reports BSS.

They also urged the stu-
dents, guardians and the ad-
ministration to extend their
cooperation to end the stale-
mate. :

in Ctg

Addressing a press confer-

ence on behalf of the teachers
at the University Club here, Dr

Moinul Islam, a wember of the
University Syndicate, said that
a suffocating atmosphere had
been prevailing
hampering normal functioning
of the university and creating
session jams. This situation
can not be allowed to continue
for an unlimited time in the
greater interest of the natfon
said

in the campus -

Blaming
organisation for creating trou-
ble in the campus, he said that
this organisation had resorted
to strikes and terrorist tactics
baffling call attempts by the
university authority to restore
normalcy in the campus. He

said that this very organisation
was trying to take control of

the whole situation in the

campus according to fts own

- suitability:
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- and the students, he
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Dr Islam m_cnmaued nu:zl;hw

Chancellor urged to intervene
Varsity aﬂ'alrs

as to why police was maintain-
ing silence when a student or- -
ganisation was perpetrating all
sorts of terrorist activities.

He alleged that though the

iry commission report on

December 22 incident was yet
to be made public by the gov-
ernment, this students' organ-
isation was presenting. The
content of the report in a dis-
torted form to mislead the
people.
- Dr Islam said, we want
proper action to end  the
stalemate in the university
and restore a congenial aca-
demic atmosphere to enable’
the students to pursue their
studies.

+ The former pro-Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Ali Imdad Khan, Dr
Anu Sen. Dr Fashiul Alam,
Prof Abdul Wasi and Dr.
Hamida Banu were among
others present at the press
cunference.

- One killed in-
road mishap

A padesterian was crushed
uhder the wheels of a speeding
truck while crossing the road
near Shanir Akhra on Biswa
road Friday morning, police
said, reports UNB.

Beangladesh will hold a public
_ " L 5 bt T A meeting on June 10 at 4 pm at

The victim, identified as
Anisur Rahman (35), died on
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......... - the spot and his body was sent
8 0 O eN . B e s According to a press release. in support of their demands. — Star photo | to Mitford Hospital for autopsy.
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D e M e . | Quality prod enhan
----- Shamsuddoha, MP. Nurul Is- ucts to ce
lam Nahid, Mujahidul I[siim "
Salim and Muniruzzaman. exporl: earnings stressed
________ i | |SINGAPORE AIRLINES LIMITED
Drama festival | T Couneg mestng ol g maonst aot smermsnomal | NT
mgins tOday Testing Institution (BSTI) was standard of all the industrial PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEME
held in Dhaka on Thursday at products and all imported raw Si Airli the na dono
i By Staff Correspondent the conference room of the materials. In this regard, the nNgapore Airines s
"""" 5 A week-long drama festival organisation with Industries minister assured that govern- durlng its recent Gala dinner held at Sonargann tel on
_ ; - PAIS AT o _ participated by theatre groups | Minister Shamsul Islam Khan ment Eﬂuld provide all ﬂ:::sis- May 10, 1991. The total amount collected has been
The most important form of film advertising in this part of the world; vividly coloured hoard- | from outside Dhaka will bﬂ%‘“ " T:di]:rm? pﬂ??nzﬁig the E;; :fihc BS"I‘IE sngthat f;, presented to the Prime Minister's office.
ings that are governed by an artistic code as rigid as that of Renaissance paintings. :hc:?}'ak;;a:]cl:ld?] aainditm? fndistriey Minister-sald Sian- expeched quality of the dus- ‘ N BOT
; ; : y P o dardization and quality control trial products could be 1. Singapore Airlines Lid. 500,000.00
the world. Across our sub-continent, and into In 'Strir Shapno’. the demure doormat he- | rum. of the industrial products is achieved 2  Md. Akram Hussain 100,001.00
the Indo-Chinese peninsula. bizarre-coloured roine could not be painted in the usual clothes, Organised by the Shilpaka]-a thic macat !mpurtanFI': precondi- The I:nectlng decided that 3 Nephm Orient Lines Lid 100,000.00
protagonists cavort over boards that can meas- that would have put Madonna to shame. How Academy as part of its ongoing | tion for meaningful industrial the Council meeting of the 4' DHL de E . 100.000.00*
ure up to six metres high and twenty metres docs the piuier Siichmvent the constraints of programme to promote the- | development of the country BSTI would be held thrice a ¥ Noridw T
wide. High-quality, weatherproof paint protects the script? °l make her sart very thin, so she s | o, groups in the districts, | and to enhance export earning year instead of one S. Raffles Draw 82,300.00
the kicking ninjas and fleeing damsels. Fea- attractive, but proper.” About virile heroes . rt:gE:mnl o group; of the country as “Pﬁ Morderntaation ol the laatiti- 6 Azizur Rahman 50,000.00
tures vary frony region to regior. : in South In- leapfrogging over muscular viliains, he said, *1 | 4" op ticipate in the pro- He urged the BSTI authority tion and some other important 7. A B e
dia, faces are generally darker, often in shades (ry to paint incredible physical feats, so people S | to ensure its testing and stan- decisions were also taken in ] n Hotel 2000000
>f purple. Malaysian heroes have the straggling will stare at my board.” If a recent hoarding of gra : - it fup meeting 9  William J Collis USDS00.00
facial hair of their race. Strange tastes are re- ‘Shantrash’ is anything to go by, ‘incredible’ is g * 10. Ambassador Carl Olof Cederblad 10,000.00
realed through the fim hoardings of 4 country:  the word. With a toul disregard for gaviy and | S=PATtY call to introduce | . sy 5l || 7 M ‘000
Thais find freak blonde hair a crowd-puller. possible tendon injuries, a kungfu-like charac- Counctl Shafiul Alm: was: Dre: 12 Toyo Engineering Corporation 10,000.00
A rigild code of artistic rules governs the ter delivers a most unearthly kick to his antag- » et P 13 Renassance Band 10,000.00
painting of these boards, belicve it or not. The onist, in a position that defies description. par]mmental'y SyStem | ] 14 David & Patricia Goddard 10,000.00
woman must figure on a larger area of the panel Would the man in the street like his world to MOb]le 15.  Mahbubur Rahman 10,000.00
than the man. “This,~ asserts an agent. "at- resemble that of the boards? “1 would like to be By Staff Cumpondent . 16  Somia Imran 6,500.00
tracts the real cinema-goers, who tend increas-  ahje 1o fight like that,” says one movie-goer. . photographlc 17.  Padamsee Family £2000C
ingly to be men only. We must have women in  «g}, ves to defend mv family and fight injus- The Five-partv Allance on to be punished. 18  Mr & Mrs Sajjad Ahmed 5,000.00
provocative clothes, or our largest audience is hoikg y Y Thursday demar.Jded immedi- The Five Party leaders also Show t(}da 19, Jurgen Paimer 5,000.00
= tice.” The desire to live the way those sky-high f y '
disinterested.” Apart from her size, the he- ate establishment of a accused the government for 2. Enayettulah & Nazma Khan 5,000.00
roine is also to be depicted in several poses, as figures live seems common. To solve all prob- sovereign parliament through not lodging any case against By Staff Correspondent 21. Kaiser Rashid 5,000.00
varied as possible. Where there is scope, such lems with a fist and a song. But interviewees bringing constitutional ousted President Ershad and A mobile photographic’ 2  Ambessador Emile & Therese Gauvreau 5,000.00
as in the current '‘Nache Nagin'. costumes are equally unanimous on that other point: “No, amendment during its ensuing his associates for capturing st Bem Ahe Kulas 2 Kwaja Wasivddin 5,000.00
should be outlandish. and as revealing as possi- of course | would not let my sister dress that budget session. power overthrowing an elected Cultural Centre for UNESCO in 2. Nasir Khan 5,000.00
ble. A distressing result of this practice 1s odd way.” | en:::“.th:r:lsss :“E:]iunﬁ?::c; government. Tokyo will begin here today i :mm :gg
The press conference fol- | (Saturday) at the Shilpakala ey
hdemndenw without Hafiz said Ind:p-endtnu the city. leaders of the alliance lowed a three-day seminar on hmdcmy}rgallery 27.  Alfred Soh 5,000.00
without right is meaningless. warned both Awami League |, lemention of the frame- Jointly organised by the 28 Mr& Mrs Sayeeful Isiam 500000
- & ’ Held at the Public Library | and BNP they will be re-  y,ric of three alltances and ful- | Shilpakala Academy, 2 Vierkant 3.000.00
c:'“jl.::rd Il_;y leljn{ Uicl;-cu]? ;:}:u;ﬂi;t;r;'g democracy In  p,rofegsion.’ also arranged by | Commission and Bangladesh 31.  Abe Yuki & Minor m
o , Dhaka University, . fotled. th 114 . Bangladesh R Linda Brown
Law and Justice Minister man rights. Without laws and 7,1 ry) " slam Chowdhury, |  The Five-party leaders de-  omatantric Dal (BSD) leader | theme of the exhibition 1s | || % Amaichean 500000
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le of law f the rights of A.ddr::i as chief guest Tated by the Vice-Chancellor November 19 joint declaration 1. written statement at the | countries in Asia and the %. Mohammed Ali Khan 500000
i ng gu Prof. Moniruzzaman Meah. of the three alllances for con- { behall of if %  Dieter Schorn 4,000.00
people are not guaranteed, re- the inaugural sessfon of the solidating democracy and said 5':“ conierence on Pacific. 7. Byoung Tach Cho 2570.00
ports BSS. special course on human rights it was also géiddrelud ‘people would not accept any Alliance. Jamaat concemn 2 W Tems 2.500.00
He said there is a deep rela-  for the post-graduale level law among others, by ucation other solution.’ Among other, Nirmal Sen. B Aex Nelsen 3.500.00
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. l“"." Ay ot University in connection with Workers Party, BSD leader 43 Mrs Nehreen Rahman 2,000.00
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ACROSS University Law Department campus while overlooking the United Communist League The Acting Ameer ol Ja- 200000
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ERNEEN T B3 upho n : Y, YRR R AR Y IR M I 54 M Tani 1,000.00
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21 56 Stage extra e S > added. By Staff Correspondent dent and punish those respon- S  Brig AH M A Momen (Retd) 1.000.00
23 “— Are the - collog A0 ! Y He said now there is rule of Light to moderate rain or shower accompanied by Sbte; for the inciount. : ;fmmm :,ﬂ
Hmmh {:-‘n_ law, neutral and independent temporary gusty wind with a few moderately heavy fall is JSD (Rab) 1 1,000.00
27 Piamire p 4 Wagers judiciary and complete free- likely to occur at most places over Chittagong and Khulna & Abu M Alam
QowN 5 Abstract dom of expression in the haka and hahi divisions 6  Masudur Rahman 1.000 00
of wood 1 Oastant ‘H 11 White House country. . till tomorrow moming (Sunday) Meteorological Department y 64 l‘* -
30 Kind of 2 Japanese ¥ St e @arme "We are en in estab- reports. : 6  Yoshikazu Asada 1,00000
31 That thing :: 8 Chairs 2 m—— lishing an administration based On Friday, the highest temperature recorded at Bogra was, June 9 6 Natasha & Nashveen 100 X
§ Closed :m justice and fair 33.2 degree Celstus while the lowest temperature recorded at g 67. F Dastyr 1.000.00
nO— 21 “— Your Sylhet was 23.6 degree Celsius. The day temperature is likely By Staff Correspondent 6 R Dasigr ::
Wagon - to remain nearly unchanged, met office forecasts. JSD (Rab) has decided to 8 Zulfiquar Rahman oo
'.' 'u = Longhing” Outlook for subsequent two days : Little change. observe 'Demand Day' on June N Commodore Mupbur Rahman Siaas
... -. 73 rospital Saturday Extended Outlook for ano five days: No marked 9 throughout the country. 2 mhmm -
sechon change. According to a press re- Ahmed
- u.u.. :HII orth Opening announcement The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6.45 pm and rises lease, the day will be observed 7 Commodore F Ahmed ﬂ
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