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Recent attempls alt a come-

back by such sporting greats as
Borg and George

times national tennis cham-
pion Sarder [ftekhar (o pro-
duce this plece:

The arena of sport has al-
ways been replete with in-
stances of heroics anecdotes of
athletes and sportsmen achiev-
ing the seemingly impossible
have been passed down
through generations since
time immemorial. It has always
been a sports star with a hith-

erto unsurpassed achievement ‘

who has su neded a particu-
lar form ulpe sport in terms of
attaining immortality. Thus
events such as

Rod Laver's Grand Slam in
tennis, Rocky Marciano's un-
beaten run of fortynine con-
secutive victories in heavy-
weight boxing, Diego
Maradona's dream World Cup
performance in 1986, Sir
Garfield Sobers' 365 not out in
Test éricket and a handful of
such sterling performances by
Goliath shine like luminescent
stars in a galaxy of planets and
satellites.

Having focussed our atten-
tion so far on the gladiators
who engage in mortal combat
either for a living or for the
sheer love of the game let us
now look towards the vast
multitudes of mere mortals
who have flocked to the differ-
ent arenas of the world — the
mediocres or average specta-
tors. I’tmuldheunhirnnttn

talk of the general public at
large — who, wlththclrbcwil

dering variety of imperfections °

ranging from collops, if one
get physical, downright mean-
ness if one gets astral — pro-
vide the barometer for mea-
suring outstanding perfor-
mances by our greats. After all,
it is the paying public who
immortalise great mortals.
The commercialisation of
has taken its toll on us
. It has placed the highest
remium on performance re-
ga.rdhu of the ways and means
of achievement. Thus we are
witness to all sorts of excesses
by today's greats of the game.
it is difficult to Ben
Johnson succumbing to the
temptation of performance

enhancing drugs or of
Maradona relief in co-
caine from the unbearable

pressures of having to perform
relentlessly had there not been
so much at stake. The money
being dished out to witness a
sporting spectacle or perfor-
mance by a public disillusioned
with life in general is not even
funny. Hence the recent spate
of drug related problems in an
area previously l'amed for fair
play, honesty and integrity. -
All the and attention
lavished on the stars of
the seems to have instilled
in the greats of yesteryears a
bumi.ng desire to comeback. In

Hard choice for| Courier desp atCheS E dberg
Seles, Sabatini || il

PARIS, June 6
Monica Seles and
Gabricla Sabatini

women rform for their
country. Davis Cup iIs the
men's

Scles sald she does not
want o because
has a weak team, though
she has not ruled out a change

gentine Tennis Federations,
said she will "probably not”

retary General of the federa-
tion.

Seles would automatically |

Trom the ITF f she plays in the

Federation Cup. 'l'h: ITF i- nf-

fering a bonus pool of 500,000

dollars with the No. 1 player

ﬁ:un‘ 120,000 dollars just
showing up.

Seles, who lives in Florida,
has said playing in the Federa-
tion Cup would be a waste of
time and mean another trans-
Atlantic trip during a busy

.summer. The Yugoslav team

would get eliminated
in the t round, she said,
because the nation has no

other top w
The top- Yugoslav
woman er Seles is Maya
Palaversic at No.224, while
Nadin E is No. 266
and Barbara Mulej is No.
278.Veteran Sabrina Goles has
not played in recent months.

A couple of players who
hope to qualify as Americans of
the 1992 Olympics prnhnhly
will be given special
tions from t ITF
requiring liﬂkﬂ;ﬂhpﬁy
in the Federation Cup or Davis
Cup, Barnes said.

Martina Navratilova does
not plan to play in the Federa-
tion Cup, opting instead for
Team Tennis ip the United
States. But Barnes said she was

not ly nominated for
the F tion Cup and re-
mains in standing with
the Und States Tennis As-
sociation.

Ivan, Lendl, a Czechoslovak
who is expected to receive
American citizenship early

next year,does not Davis

Cup matches but also be

allowed to play at the
, Barmes said.

decision.

“I'm kind of 50-50 about it.”
she said. "To Federation
Cup.is a waste of time, even i
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ON COMEBACKS

rbolic jargon what is being
luded to is a dormant volcano

being reawakened — the urge
ol an indomitable spirit to win
big that last one time.

Thus one observes the great
comecback eflorts of recent
times dating from Muhammad
Alf to Larry Holmes to John
McEnroe to Mark Spitz to
George Foreman to Bjorn Borg
at the last count. If these
glants have a fault it is in try-
ing this one last time to attain
a meanin aura of invinci-
~bility or immortality that was
already theirs. Unfortunately,
meﬂtahlhty or the prospect of
humiliation has not deterred
such comeback efforts. It,
however, appears that the gods
are not crazy as Greek mythol-
ogy would have us believe —
order and sense prevail. The
clock may not be turned back
(although in its heart it proba-
bly wants to) and age may not
be defined. So we sece sad re-
versals of fortune — the hum-
bling of the immortals at the
hand of the also-rans.

It is thus with heavy hearts
that the public have seen
these idnls being torn down
before their own s — de-
feated and despatched with
disdain. Alas! Dickens may
have been able to conjure up
circumstances which led to
the fulfillment of Pip and
Estella’s Great Expectations —

but it would be unrealistic to
base our expectations on mere
fiction.

Having said all that, how
much should one make out of
these reversals of [ortune,
these apparently futile eflorts
at comebacks?

A few weeks ago Viv
Richards, commenting - on
Gordon Greenidge's memo-
rable 'comeback’ 226 against
Australia in the fourth Test at
Barbados, said something

which helps us to interprets
this unrealistic expectation on
the part of the greats in a dil-
ferent perspective. He said,
quite rightly, that form is tem-
porary, class is permanent. It
tock a great man like Sir
Richards to point out the dif-
ference between genius and
mediocrity. A man's greatness
can never be judged by per-
formance — this is too transi-
tory. Class is what sets the
greats apart from the rest of
the pack. So when a great ath-
lete or sportsman or singer or
whatever makes a comeback
would it not be too unjust to
judge him by his performance
on a given day and not his
class? After all one derives
more pleasurc from watching a
great passing shot [rom Borg

witnessing an unknown
Jordi Arreas (conqueror of
Borg at Monte Carlo) gasp and

_Enmlhisum tnaE-2 6-3 vic-

PARIS, June 6 :
Jim Courier, in
the biggest vic-
tory of career,
knocked top-see-
ded Stefan Edbe-
rg out of the French Open
Wednesday, setling up two
semifinals matching Americans
against Germans, reports AP.

With power, poise and a
timely strokce of luck, the No 9
seed from thc United States
reached his first Grand Slam
semifinal with a 6-4, 2-6, 6-2,
6-4 victory.

Edberg now will lose his
No. 1 world ranking if Boris
Becker, ranked No. 2, wins his

other spot in the final against
12th seed Michael Stich,
whose aggressive serve-and-
volley tennis overpowered Ar-
gentina’'s Franco Davin, 6-4, 6-
4, 6-4.

Becker and Agassi both de-
molished their quarterfinal
opponents Tuesday. Agassi
routed Jakob Hlasek 6-3, 6-1,
6-1 in 75 minutes, while
Becker said he played "almost
perfect” in a 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 vic-
tory over 1989 champion
Michael Chang.

Courier had beaten Edberg
once before, at Basel in 1989,
before the Swede was No. 1,
but lost their last three en-
counters.

"I had to keep him ofl of the

t ... | just needed to play my
game eflectively to do so,”
Courfer said. "Once | started
rolling my serve in, | felt like |
was going to win 586 per cent
of the points from the back
court, which was enough.”

Courier benelitted from
numerous errors by Edberg,
including two in the final
game, and a disputed line cq.ll
The second-to-last point was a
lob by Edberg that dropped
close to the baseline — the -
nesman called it in, but the
umpire, at Courier's request,

i
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tory. Similarly, one would
rather walch Maradona score
four goals in a 5-a-side soccer
match played with friends on a
beach than watch a Stojkovic
score with a free kick in a
European Cup final.

In order of the day, there-
fore, is to view these heroic
instances of comeback efforts
by the living legends in their
true perspective. The would be
Gatuicks and Boswells of the
world should refrain from un-
necessarily sharpening the
knives of criticism. It is not for
mere mortals to pose as judge
and jury and jeer [ailed come-
back bids by the greats.
Perhaps the urge to bring
down our idols [rom their ex-
alted heights is irresistible, a
perverse manifestation of our
own inadequacies. But let us
not forget, -their greatness
transcends one or two blem-
ishes. In the final analysis the
only crime we may accuse
them of is shattering our per-
ceptions of their infallibility,
nothing more. The class of a
champion is always evident, in
victory or in defeat. The sands
of time may dim the memory
of their performances, but let
us not make too much of per-
formances for these are mere
statistics. For now, let us just
be content with the fact that
this heroes still brave all odds

' and adversities to attempt the

impossible one more time.

In a world bogged down in
the quicksand of pettiness and
mediocrity we need our super-
stars more than they need us.

..........

e S

American Jim Cowrier screams with relight after defeating

Swede Stefan Edberg in the French Open gquarterfinals on

Wednesday.
inspected the mark and called
it out.

Courler also was lucky — his

decisive service break in the
seventh game of the last set
came when he mis-hit the ball
with the frame of his racket
and it looped over Edberg's
head as the Swede charged the
net.

Courier looked up at the sky

—AFP photo
with an expression of grati-
tude.

“You need a little luck once
in a while, and mine came
through at a big moment,” he
sadd .

"He had things running for
him, while | felt | was missing
a lot of shots by a few inches,”
Edberg said. "It was typical of
the mll.r:h . My lob was out

ZURICH, June 6 :
World soccer's
governing body,
deeply concerned
at the financial
mess confronting
many clubs, is to examine the
problem at a meeting in Lisbon
next week, reports Reuter.

The International Football
Federation (FIFA) was worried
because clubs’ financial difli-
culties were first raised in the
executive committee in 1988,
Secretary Sepp Blatter said in
an interview with Reuter on
Wednesday.

Blatter said : "The position
has got a lot worse now. In
Spain, for instance, the gov-
ernment has had to intervene
to alter the structure of the
clubs towards making them
into economically viable com-
mercial undertakings.”

Clubs were the backbone of
the world's most popular
sport, Blatler said. "They must
be financially sound. If they
disappear through misman-
agement, football could well
disappear too.

"We are monitoring the sit-
uation very closely. Through
the national associations and
confederations we must see
that clubs aim for financial
soundness and not indulge in

and then he hit the line (on
maltch point)."

The last time the United
States had two French Open
semifinalists was in 1984,
when John McEnroe beat
Jimmy Connors before losing
the final to Ivan Lendl.

Stich's advance marked the

first time Germany has had -

two semifinalists in any Grand
Slam tournament, according to
the German Tennis Federation.
Stich also is assured of joining
Becker in the top 10 when
new rankings are issued Mon-
day, marking the first time two
Germans have been among that

clite.
Stich, an occasional prac-

tice partner of Becker but not
a'close friend, said he would
have rather faced Edberg than
Courier in the semifinal. tHe
also said he would prefer to
play Becker if he makes the fi-

nal,

Ilis game is a bit easier for
me to play than Agassi,” Stich
said. "An all-German [inal
would be great for German
tennis,”

Stich said he, like all
German players, can't help but
feel they are in Becker's
shadow.

"People are always com-
pared to Boris,” Stich said.
"Other people try their best,
but they are just not as good.”

Stich's route in the draw
was made easier when lvan
Lend]l withdrew on the eve on
the tournament after hand
surgery. Lendl's spot was given
to a low-ranked 'lucky loser
from the qualification round,

That helped Stich reach the
semifinals without playing a
single seceded opponent. His
highest-ranked foe was 18-
year-old Fabrice Santoro of
France, No. 50 in the world,
who was stricken with stom-

ach problems the night before .

their fourth-round match.

For both Stich and Becker,
a viclory at Roland Garros Sta-
dium would be their first title
ever on clay.

French Open mllestones

MOST TITLES ALL
EVENTS INCLUDED
SINGLES AND DOUBLES)

*Men *Ladles
9 MHemnCochet 13,  Margaet
(192 1932y Servativ-{ mart
4 sangics (1962-1973)
3 doubles S manghe s
2 mused 4 duasibe
& e
. Jean Borotra 11. Martma Naevratdova
(19251934 (1974 | 98R )
| smghe 2 samghes
5 chombsle T dumshrle
1 muned 2 nuned
5. Row 10. Dors Har
Fnaram (1948 1953y
i 1T 1 magbes
2 snggles + b
L . 3 i muncd
MOST SINGLES TITLES
*Men *Ladies
6. BomBayg (19747578 7. Chwis Bvert
T w8l 197473
TG RO-N1 NS
By
4. Heww Cochet (192628 5. Masgaset
WA Semath{ omart
[} ]l
T0-TH)
3. Beb Lacowe (1925-77-29 4. Helm
Woills Mamuy
(1928 19- ¥
L ¥
3. e Wilander (198285 3. Hilde Speriung
e (1995 8- 17
¥ bvan Lendl | 19848687 )
MOST CONSECUTIVE
SINGLES TITLES
*Men *Ladies
4. Bpen Boxg (1978-81) 3. Helen Wills-

ll‘i'liﬁ- L

). Hilde Speriug
(1935 11)

WINNERS OF SINGLES,
DOUBLES AND MIXED
DOUBLES THIS SAME
YEAR:
*Men *Ladies
No mmle player ever won Surarme Lenglen
the thwee tthe s the same {FRA -rwwoe:
Ve 1929 anad 1920
(FRAOnee 1938
Dores Har (LUSA
Omoe: 1952
Maurcen U onmolly
(USA)-Cnce: 1954
Margarct Snmih
Coun ( AUS)-Onee:
| ol
WINNERS OF JUNIOR AND
SENIOR TITLES
(Singles):
*Men *Ladies
Ken Rose wall ( ALIS) Jumen Fraucows [y
(FRA) Jansox
1952 Sempor 1951 and | 968 196) Sevmw 1967
Roy Emerson (ALS ) Janew Muna Jatsmee
i Y1)
1954 Sevuor 1967 and | 967 Juniww 1971 Seon
1977
Anthres (rumenc (SPA ) Junew  Hana Masdildhan s
7K
1958 Seamow | 972 Fani, 19TR Senww
L 1
Mats W idander (SWE) Junse
1981 Semmor [9H2 198
an | FHK
Ivan Lend (C7E) hanwor
1 9TH Semor 1984 1980
and ) 987
(Champions with the

greatest n years
hﬁmhmﬂﬂ

tithes)
* Men's singles . Ken Rosewall 15
years (first title in 1953, last in 1968
* Ladies simghes : Chrix Even - |1
years (fimst title in 1974, last in 1986)
* Men's doubles: Ken Rosewall 15
years (fimst title in 1953 last in |1 96H)

* Ladies’ douwbles: Maruina
Navratilova: 13 years: first litle in
1975, last n 1988

* Mixed doubles: Martina Navratilova
1l years (first title in 1974, last in
198S)

* Al events included (singles, dow-
bles and mixed)

* Men: Ken Rosewall
{19591 1968)

Ladies: Martina Navratilova: |4
cars (1974 | 9K8)

DOUBLES TITLE-
MEN AND LADIES

*Men “’y *Ladies

). Jecgues Brogwn-Henn 4. Slurkey Fry Dors
Har Cocleer (19950 51-52 %
1927-30- 52) 4 Martua

Navrathova
Pam St
] 9B AN

MOST CONSECUTIVE
DOUBLES TITLES
MEN AND LADIES
(by teams)

*Ladies
Shardey Pry:
Doria Manm
{1950 3%

N v
Mt o

o Actwbuw W
\C
(19%- W)

: 18 yeam

*Men
2. Ken Mg Crogor-Framk 4

(19%1-1D
1. Viee Semas Touy Trbert 1
1954 59)

nwm'mms-
MEN AND LADIES

(by player)

*Men *Ladies
6 Roy Eswerson (1 960-6] T Mertns

A2 A -6l-6%) MNuvraidina
{ 197T%K2-Rd.
RS-H6- N7 MK
Swwww
Mathacu
(1973 4.0
-8
Doeis Hart 28-
i 1948-50-51 .
2-5%)
5 Prswose Do

(1967 - HR-068.

T

MOST CONSECUTIVE
DOUBLES TITLES

(by player)
*Ladies
Francoms Dun
{1967 T1)
5 Manww
Mavratdova
(1 - NE )

(by team)
b Margarer Seuth-Kon Flevcher ( 1963-64-63)
Vo Frameser Farr lean A lande Barclay
(1908-T|-73)

*Men *Ladies
I Ken Flewche: (196 -t 4 Mangavt
%) South-C own 6
L] 9 65
m)

'-a.
-

5 loar Boroirs ( 1925 28 6
M- - W

5 Jacqgues Brageom 19276 5
30-12- W)

*Men
6. Roy Bmerson ( 1960-65) .

b ean-Ulewde Bardey
{1968 T1-73)

The Baily Star 11

financial adventurism.”

English First Division Tot-
tenham Hotspur are among.the
clubs facing a cash crisis, hav-
ing debts reported to be 18
million pounds sterling (30
million dollars).

Blatter said that Lennart
Johanssen, the President of
UEFA, the European confed-
eration of FIFA, was completely
in agreement with the world

Wembley to
host cricket.

LONDON, June 8,
Wembley Stadium. tradi-
tional home of English
soccer, is to play host to
cricket for the first time,
reports Reuter.

A day-night match
between Europe and the
Rest of the World had been
organised as part of
Crickathon '91, a 10 million
pounds (17.4 million
dollars) charity appeal
spearheaded by former
England captain David
Gower.

The game is scheduled
for September 28, less than
three weeks before England
meet Turkey in a European

championship soccer
qualifier on the same
und.

Clubs' finances worry FIFA

body's views on the urgent
IlEL‘d for clubs to strive for fi-
nancial stability.

Blatter also said the United
States organisers of the 1994
World Cup finals had been
asked to elaborate further on
their radical proposal that
penalty shoot-outs should be
scrapped in the final and the
maltch replayed.

He pointed out that but for

the penalty shoot-out in the
European Cup final in Bari last
weck, the issue could have
dragged on interminably in re-
plays. -
One alternative to penalty
shoot-outs has been suggested
by English Football Association
chief executive Graham Kelly.

Kelly proposes deeiding
matches by giving the ball to
players on the edge of the
penalty area and requiring

them to beat the goalkeeper in

. a one-on-one situation.

"The beauty of this idea is
that everyone would no longer
be concerned about the prob-
lem of goalkeepers moving be-
fore the penalty kick,” Kelly
said.

"Blatter said the task force
"Football 2000," set up by FIFA
to study the game's shortcom-
ings and suggest measures (o
make it more allractive to
spectators, would make an in-.
terim report to the exccutive
committee in Lisbon.

Hearns doesn’t

LAS VEGAS, June
6 : Just when he
was supposed to
: be planning his
Wk retirement, Tho-

mas Hearns finds
himself planning his boxing
future, reports AFP.

A day after upsetting previ-
ously undefeated Virgil Hill to
win his sixth world title,
Hearns mulled his options as
the World Boxing Association
light heavyweight champifon.

*I'm definitely revived with
this fight,” Hearns said Tues-
day. "It opened up a lot of
people’s eyes in the boxing
world. People thought Thomas
Hearns was tired and finished
in boxing. That's not the case
at all.”

Hearns, sup ly washed
up at the age of 32, won a por-
tion of the 175-pound (79.5-

| kilogram) title for a second

fime, taking a unanimous de-
cision over an opponent five
years his junior while handing

all other | Hill his first loss in 31 fights.

He did it on legs that were
suspect and with reflexes
many thought he no longer

And he did it by abandoning
his former Hit Man tactics and
outboxing Hill over the 12-
round distance.

"A great boxer doesn’t like
to be boxed,” said Hearns
trainer, Alex Sherer. They
were looking for the Hit Man
to come out bombing from all

over the place. We wanted to
show him something differ-
ent.”

The tactic admitedly sur-
prised Hill, who expected to
be the boxer in the fight but
had to try and brawl in the
later rounds in a desperate at-
tempt to pull out a win.

"He came oul counler-
punching when | thought ht'd
tnk: thr ﬂghl right to me,”

*l thought I'd just

BRATISLAVA,
Czechoslovakia,
June 6 : Former
world record hol-
der Jan Zelezny
produced the fo
urth best javelin throw of all
time on Tuesday, reporils
Reuter

The Czechoslovak failed to
match Sunday's world record
96.96 metres set by Finland's

Seppo Raty. but delighted a
rain-soaked home crowd with
a second round effort of 90.40.

The throw was just under a
metre better than the world
record Zelezny held for a brief
six days last July.

Zelezny's fifth-round throw
was also clearly more than 90
metes, but was red-flagged like
four of his other attempts.

Viadimir Sasimovic of the
Soviet Union was a distant
second with 81.94 in the
opening mecting of the Euro-
pean Grand Prix season.

Unlike Raty, who prefers a
new and controve Swedish
javelin which the Finn claims
could fly 100 metres before
the end of the summer,
Ze was using a Hunganan
Nemeth design — last years
model in a discipline now be-
s el T

"Raty's unbelievable throw
did not scare me. m it

plan retirement

wait for the opportunity but |
waited a bit to long.”

Hill, though he had made
10 previous title defenses, was
stepping up a level, making his
first foray into the world of big
money and big name fights.

It was a level where Hearns
had been many times before,
in megafights against the likes
of Sugar Ray Leonard and Mar-
velous Marvin Hagler.

“I definitely gave him too
much respect,” Hill said. “I
allowed the fight to be close.
Anytime you're fighting a le-
gend it's swilched around a
bit. It was like I'm Tommy
Hearns and he's Ray Leonard
in there.”

Hill's trainer, Frenddie
Roach, said his fighter came
into the fight prepared, de-
spite suffering a broken nose
and hyperextended elbow dur-
ing training.

But when Hill began warm-
ing up in the dressing room
before the fight, Roach said he
knew something was wrong.

“He was off and he knew it
too,” Roach said. "But what
could you do at that point?
Just try and get him through
the fight.”

Hill who said he thought he
won the fight, said he would
like a rematch sometime later
this ;

"TF::my said he would fight
me again.” the 1984 Olympic
silver medalist said. “That
would be wonderful to have a
rematch.”

Not so [ast, said Hearns,
who has also talked of moving
up to the cruiserweight divi-
sion and winning a seventh
world title.

*The fight was done last
night and that was enough for
me for the summer,” the new
champion said. “I'm not too
interested in jumping right
hnfh in it again. | just want to

sell for a while.”

Zelezny delights
home crowd

will not be officially approved,”
Zelezny said.

"I'm happy with the
(meeting) reeord 1 set but |
wanted to do better. | was suf-
fering more from the pain of
an Achilles tendon rather than
from the rain but | feel | have
trained well and am in better
shape than last year."

Only three men, Zelezny.
Raty and Britain's Steve Back-
ley, have thrown beyond 90
metres since the javelin was
modified to reduce distances
in 1986,

Bubka fails

Sergei Bubka of the Soviet
Union narrowly fatled to im-
prove the pole vault world
record he has made his own

It
Pl“:ﬁﬂ?' winning easily with
6.00, Bubka had the bar raised
to 6.08, one centimetre higher
than his latest outdoor record
set in last month.

On the second of his three
attempts, Bubka cleared the
bar well but just caught it on
the way down. He held his
head in his hands in disap-
poinunenl as he crashed on to

mattress. Neither
ol Bubka's other tries went

Former world record

holder Renaldo Nehemiah of

the United States comfortably
won the men's 110 metres



