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Ethnic Businessmen Among

Britain's ethnic millionaires

Britain's Richest

A - ted the 200 4
s pe-
opm to be the
wealthiest in Britain. Among
them were four Asjans whose
fortunes between £1
billion and £50 milllon.

The business interests from
which they created their vast
financial empires are more
complex than the corner shop

enterprises that popular belief

knows Asians (o operate so
successfully.

The achievements -of these
businessmen validate the
cormunon perception of ethnic
minority entreprenecurs as
hard-working,
guictly efficient, and imbued
with a dogged determination

sell-effacing.

Magaziness

tive scarcity of such -suc-
cess other ethnic mi-
noritics raise questions as
to why this is should be so.
The fact is. when it comes 1o
social and economic back-

. Britain's ethnic mi-
norities have little in common.

The road to milionaire sta-
tu-hllthmdvtthﬁ:lww
fascinating stores of intrigue
and maximisation of avaflable
opportunities at the right time.

Black businessmen in gen-
eral have faced disadvantages
which slowed down their eco-
nomic development process.

However, although none have
made it into the annual top
200 list, over the years some
have succeeded in breaking
new ground in property devel-
opment, import and export,
manufacturing, banking and

publishing.

A remarkable example is
and Dryden firm,

It's a far cry from the little marchant toiling away at the corner store. On the list of
Britain's 200 richest people are a number of businessmen from ethnic minorities.
With fortunes ranging up to £1 billion, their achicvements prove the truth of
immigrants as hard-working and determined to succeed against all odds. And as
Gemini News Services reports, the trend seems set to continue. by Kofi Akumanyi

to succeed against all odds.

While the four Asians among
the top 200 also shared these
characteristics, three of them
have a common background of
being immigrants from wealthy
families with wide-ranging
business interests in property,
commodity trading, steel
shipping and hotels.

In 10th position of the list
with £1.1 billion are the Indian
brothers Gopi and Sri Hinduja.
Their business, which is one of
the largest trading companies
in the world, was started by
their grandfather at the be-
ginning of the century in the
far east,

Kenyan immigrant
Jasminder Singh and property
dealer Nazmu Virani from
Uganda, who both came to
Britain in the 1970s, are tied
in 143rd position with £60
million each. Another Asian,
Garesh Patel, estimaled to be
worth £50 million, also oper-
ates a commodities business

N unusual book app-
A cared on the shelves

of French bookshops
last spa ing. It is a work 800
pages | ong, called- "La Bib-
liothequ e ldecale” (The Ideal
Book Co. lection). published by
Albin Mic hel. and consisting of
a selectic 'n of” works in prose
and poet1 ¥ firom all over the
world, an “idizal® selection, in
fact, whos € @aambition can be
compared t ot hat of the Library
of Babel. 1 me gined by Borges
(but. of covL \r¢ie, never actually
created) "wh w:h would contain
all the poss :ilble combinations
of twenty o1 - so orthegraphic
symbols.... Tt 1 at is to say, every-
thing than ca n be expressed in

every languag e.”

A book col lection is, first of
all, somethin g very intimate.
Each book co lection ts unlike
any other, bea ring the stamp of
its owner's p. crsonality. It is
the mirror an d source of an
inner life whitx th many people
hide from pry "ing eyes. It is
significant tha t Henry Miller,
the writer whe >, in his time,
gave true and ¢ rude expression
to his erotic ff e in his works
of fiction, s a Iso the person
who, in "Book s of my Life"
unashamedly g ave the reader
the keys to his | >ook collection.

in "La Bibliot heque Ideale,”
Pierre Bonecenr w, a knowl-
edgeable journa list and chief
editor of the revi ew "Lire’, imi-
tates Miller. . Turning the

of his bool ¢ is like going
through his boo 'k collection.

What gave him { he idea? The
reader might,ima gine that one
day he felt like si srting out his
books, putting tiI em in order
-and indexing th¢e 'm and that

this gave him he | idea of creat-

ing a catalogue boc k.

This rigorous r epertory has
three parts. The: first, in 15
chapters, deals 1 vith novels
from all over the, world. The
second presents 1 vell-defined

genres such as tr avel booky, .

detective stories, science-fic-
tion, short storie s, ete., or

The moment Ra jiv Gandhi
was assassinated a nd the pre
and post-scenes of the tragic
incident which wer. ¢ recorded
in a video casset te named
Newstrack is now a vailable in
Dhaka's video libr; aries. The
cassette also con tains the
Rn{:v'! last interview and some
of

is clection campa igns.

Three new Hindi casscttes
were released last v veek. 100
days, last week's rele ase, star-
ring Jackie Shroff arw 1 Madhuri
Dixit, climbed to the top of the
chart. Korban, anotht r new re-
lease, is a romantic n wvie with
Salman Khan and Aye sha in the
cast. Purana Andaaz, 1is a cas-
sette in which gne ¢z wn watch
the stars of yesteryear ‘s singing
new hit Hindi i na new
accent. A new video n aagazine,
Star Buzz 9, has just a rrived in
the market, -

Walt Dhncﬁv;:lmm , Darby
Ogill and the fittle Peog sle, and

entertainment.

Top of the list was the rich-
est monarch in the world.
Queen Elizabeth 11, with a
mind-boggling £7 billion in
personal and national assets.

Others are the Duke of

Westminster (£3.7 billion), .

Swedish brothers Gad and
Hans Rausing (£1.94 billion),
Lord Sainsbury's family grocery
business (£1.85 billion). -
lishing magnate Robert
Maxwell (£1.2 billion), and the
music and airline owner
Richard Branson (£60 million).

British pop music and
theatre contribution to
Britain's national wealth iy also
evident by the inclusion of the
highly successful composer
Andrew Lloyd Webber, and pop
musicians Mick Jagger, E
John, Paul McCartney and CHff
Richard.

Asian successes in business
tend to highlight the compara-

THE IDEAL BOOK
COLLECTION

more open categories such as
adventure novels, literary
fragments, and distortions
(iterary play). The third part
is called "History and Knowl-
edge.”

Inside each chapter, 49
works are presented, listed at
the nning of the chapter in
a big light grey frame. inside
which a dark grey frame iso-
lates the 25 major works, in-
side which a very dark grey
frame finally separates the ten

best works. In the following
pages ol the chapter. each
work is summarized, com-
mented or quoted in a few
lines.

In the margins, writers,
critics and book-lovers give an
idea of their ideal book collec-
tion for the corresponding
section. Finally, a space is left
for the reader to enter a fifti-
eth work of his own choice, as

‘ this ideal book collection is.

[

- prises.

above all, a literary game, in
which the criticreader is in-
vited to take part

As for any game, indispens-
able rules controlled the way
this catalogue of preferences
was assembled. They are pre-
sented in the preface. First of
all. an author can only be
named once in each chapter.
Secondly a particular title cap
only be used in one chapter.

This leads to some sur-
The works of Italo
Calvino, one of the most widely
read contemporary authors,
does not appear among the ten
main works in any chapter at
all. His major work, "Le Baron
Perche”, aimed at children as
well as adults, appears in the
chapter for "Children's Litera-
ture” only among
twenty-five works because of
competition from classical au-
thors such as Verne., Twain
and Dickens, whereas, if he
had been included in the chap-
ter on "ltallan Literature”,
there would have been much
less competition. But then it
would have been necessary to
move "Le Chevalier Inexistant”,
another of his novels which is
less good and which

among the twenty-five best
works of Italian literature.

Where could it have been
placed? Calvino's fans would
find fault with this classifica-
tion. This would not be their
"ideal book collection.”

The reductive and subjec-
tive nature of this complex and
ambitious game is attenuated

by the abundance of works
cited: 2,401.

It would take a maniac to
rival such an and
yet. consulting this huge vol-
ume of a totally new kind
arouses the curiosity of the
playerreader as well as his vo-
cation to search in his own Ift-
erary memory in order to cre-
ate his own ideal book collec-
tion. — T.D.

VIDEO SCENE

S. M. Mamoon

Purana Andaaz (musical).

White Fang can be enjoyed by
senior and junior family mem-
bers together.

Two new Bengali movies are
also available in the market.

Hindi Tep Ten

100 days (social) Jackie
Shorofl, Madhuri Dixit.

Korban (romantic) Salman
Khan, Ayesha.

Qurbani Rang Layegi (rom--
antic) Sanjay Dutt, Poonam, P.
Kholapuri.

Joomma Chumma in
London (stage programme).

Po Matwale (action) Sanjay
Dutt, Chunkey Pandey, Sonam,
Shilpa Shirodar.

Star Buzz-9 (video mag-
azine).

Afsana Pyar Ka (romantic)
Amir Khan, Neelam.

.Rafi Ki Yaad (Vol-4] (mu-
sical). :

Lehron -19 (video magaz-
ine).

Bengali Top Five

Palataka (romantic)
Prasanjeet, Shatapdi Ray.

Maha Prithibi — Victor
Banerjee, Aparna Sen, Sumitra.

Nilimaye Nil (romantic)
Tapash Pal, Indrani.

Banhi Shikha — Uttam,
Supriya, Ranjeet Mallick,
Olivia.

Raj Nartaki (romantic)

Tapash Pal, Sudha Chandaran.

English Top Ten
Death Run (action) Rob
Barlett. ;
Waiting for
(action).
Two Mules for Sister Sara

(western) Clint Eastwood,
Shirley Maclaine.

Too Much 511;1 (drama)
News Track (news docu-

the Light

~mentary)

Kungfu Executioners (act-
fon) Gordon Mitchell.

Bronx War “hrﬂh%lgﬂl ek
W. Disney's Darby
the little people (fantasy) Sean
Connery. _
" W. Disneys' White Fang
(comedy) Ethan Hawke.
The Field (drama) Richard
Harris Dhon Hart.

! Sources : Filmiair, Dhanm-
ondi. Sieily Video, Nagzrul
Islam Road Mohammadpur.

the first

which manufactures hair-care
and beauty products. It Is
Dryden and Tony Wade who
received an MBE award in
1987 for their contribution to

They are the Prince's Youth
Business Trust (PYBT). a volun-
tary organisation initiated by
the Prince of Wales to help
young people start up in busi-
ness: the Ethnic
Minoritics Business [nitiative
(EMBI).

The PYBT's effectiveness is
demonstrated by the fact that
of the 10,000 young en-
trepreneurs it has helped so
far with various loans and
grants, the majority are still
trading.

The organisation re-
cently said that another young
Kenyan-born Asian who runs a
garage in Peterborough, east-
ern England, would soon be
among its first millionaires.

A PYBT supporter and advi-
sory council member Nazmu
Virani says of the organisa-
tion's finance and professional
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THEYRE THE HUNTERS, WASTE PAPER IS THEIR QUARRY : Another day starts for
these hapless “Tokai’ (street urchin) trio.

business expertise offered to
the entrepreneurs: "I would
have been eligible for a PYBT
if it had existed when |

t came to this country from
Uganda. | know how hard it is
for young people starting up.
Borrowing the [irst pound
from the bank is the hardest

%B&;)u already in busi-

ness, the British Home Office’s

son who is 8 causes me lots of problems. He does not
study and does not even care that he is doing badly in school.
I am frustrated and tired of teaching him. What can | do ?
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

EMBI which aims to crate
more opportunities, is begin-
ning to open doors for all eth-
nic minorities.

Through its regular semi-

nars for directors, senior
counsellors and loan managers

from funding organisations, as
well as joint workshops for

Britain's bank managers and
black entrepreneurs, it is

Dear Mita

—3Star Photo by Enamul Haque

hoped that borrowers and len-
ders will work together in the
right market atmosphere to
create more millionaires in the
1990s and beyond.

— GEMINI NEWS

Kofi Akumanyi (s a

Ghanaifin, who was assistant

Editor of the Daily Graphic in

Accra and is rnow living in
Britain. |
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Dear Mita,

Sometimes you are too harsh on men who seek your
advice. You like women more and blame men for most of the.
problems in marriage. But remember it takes two to make a

work. A non-coo tive wife can bring much

misery and trouble to a family and if the husband protests he

family and friends as being cruel. | have a similar

roblem at home. My wife neglects me, the children and the

use, she just likes visiting her sisters, but if [ say anything
she gets furious, What can I do ?

M Rahman, Dhaka

Dear Mr Khan,

I try not to take sides and agree that it takes two to make a
marriage work. [f your wife is neglecting everyone then there
is serfous problem in the family and in her personal life. You
have not written how long this has been going or what steps
you have taken to look for solutions. You will have to go back
to where it all started. Perhaps some resentment has built up
over the years of which you were not aware. Her actions
might be in reaction to some frustration she is harbouring. I
srtongly advise you to break the silence and open
communications

immediately before it is too late.
&

L] L]

Dear Mita,

It's been two years since | got married. It was a love mar-
riage. So there was problems from the family of my husbands
. Though my husband's family gave me hard time, yet | am

:

. living with them as they welcomed me. But they don't seem

to reco my family. | wanted to live seperately so that
mine and my husband's family could visit us. My mother
wanted me to take care of my in laws as a dauther-in-law.
Moreover, since my husband is the only one who always lived
with the family 1 couldn't walk out. My family can’'t come
thinking that my in laws will insult them. Please Mita, give
me a solution to my problem. | have talked it over with my
husband. He also doesn't know what to do. Please help me.
m ¥ mﬂh -

My mother-in-law is very interfering and dislikes me. My
husband is blindly loyal to her and refuses look for a job
abroad because of her. I have tried to be nice to her but it
does not work. We don't live together, but she rings up my
husband to say bad things about me. [ want my husband to
leave this place so that we can live somewhere [ar away in

peace,

Suraiya, Armanitola, Dhaka.

Dear Suraiya,

I did not understand what kind of advise you are seeking.
Is it oh how to make your husband leave the country? Or how
he should leave his mother? If it is the above than I am sorry
but ry expertise does not extend to that level. ‘Problems
between in-laws are common in our society. Most of us have
learnt to live with it if it does not exceed a certain limit
Since you don't live with your mother-in-law then the
problems are probably not to an extent where you have to
leave the country. Looking after our parents in their old age is
a part of our culture, and something you will expect from your
children someday. ;

Try to understand why your mother-in-law dislikes you, try
to be objective when you analyse the reasons. If the situation
is hopeless then do your duty and stay away. Taking your
husband away will not solve anything.

Rﬂn by a trained and
counsellor, assisted by a

experienced Family and Marriage

ional team of doctlor,

psychologist and lawyer, this column will answer ques-
tions relating to family, marriage, health, family laws,

and social and inte

relationships.

Please address letters to Mita, The Daily Star. GPO Box
3257 or to 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road, Motijheel,

Dhaka-1000.




