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'A Scene on the Street

In most cities in Asia, it is fascinating to
walch variations in street scenes, reflecting af-
fluence or poverty of a particular Jocality.

In many ways, il is not all that different in
Dhaka. After all, driving through Gulshan and
Banani — or even riding a bus in that arca — one
gets a fair idea of the life style, not to mention
the income level, of people living there. To
contrast it with what one might see in say,

parts of Mohammadpur or Katabon would be

painful.

If you are riding a
bus and going about in
a rickshaw, you hardly
notice these varia-
tions. The suflocating
traffic congestions,
the pollution caused
by both noise and
black fumes and the _
discomfort (or per--}°
haps the hazard) of
riding an overcrowd-
ed bus, léave your
senscs in a state of
numbness. The resulit,
you keep overlooking
a few .little things
which add some co-
lour to our life in Dha-
ka. Yet many also ig-
nore some signs of
how tiny a section of
people wheoe, once
written off by society
are making valiant ef-
forts to stand on their
own feet. |

To this small sec-
tion belongs Amena,
whom | came to know
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by Sabah Chowdhury
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She provided an interesting insight into the
business. Replying to the question as to why
she chose this particular work, her answer was,
"Apa, this {s more dign
maid in a household or begging.”

She went on to say that about 10 women get
about 10 to 15 popular Bangla weeklies each to
sell in one day. They get it from a supplier at
Baitul Mukarram. The time frame of the con-
tract is between 8 am to 5 pm each day.

ified than working as a

. Each one ol them
has to pay Taka 9 per
day to the supplier or
the mahajan at the
end of the day. "We
get them on cash pay-
ment and not on

g

e
g
;

ding, "my earnings
are Taka 30 per day
after paying the daily
tool."

A cheerful Amena
in her mid-thirties
said that she was in
this trade for the last
two years. A widow,
she supported herselfl
and [ive children with

‘her earnings. Most of
her customers were
boys of young age;
women generally
would not spend
money on magazines,
Amena observed.

It is true, that after
1971, women have
taken to a number of
professions oulside
their occupation as

when she pushed a Trying her luck with a car rider. —Star Photo housewives. The larg-

magazine into my hand, when the ‘baby-taxi’ or
the three wheeler | was riding
at a traffic light at Maghbazar. Two days later, |
| past the arca. When [
[saw Amena, once again. Clad in a colourful

printed saree, she was earnestly requesting the

passengers to buy at least oné copy of any of the

happened to be walking

on, had stopped

est number of women, however, were in the
garment industry. But with the passage of time
more and more avenues are opening up, allow-
ing women to take up other jobs too, like the
Amenas of today, a one time shy village giris,
braving the hazardous traffic of Dhaka, in

search of a decent livelihood. ;

Pak MPs laud relief activities

The visiting 3-member Pak-

istan Parliamentary delegation
led by Senator Kazi Hussain
Ahmed Thursday called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her Secretariate, reports
UNB. ; .
a cheque for Taka 15 lakh to
Prime Minister's Relief Fund.
This amount was collected by
the Jamaat-e-Islami of Pak-
istan.

During the meeting, the
Pakistan delegation lauded the
relicfl and rchabilitation mea-
sures taken by the government
to ameliorate the sullerings of
the affected people.

The members also felici-
tated Begum Zia on assuming

the office of the Prime Minis-
ter of Bangladesh.

Begum Zia thanked the Pak-
istan government and ils peo-
ple for standing by the side of
Bangladesh people in time of
their miseries.

m Zia apprised them of
the effects of the devastating
cyclone and post-cyclone relief
and rechabilitation programmes
taken up by the government.

She also recalled the visit of
the Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif during the devas-
tating cyclone. .

During the meeting, they
also stressed on the unity and
solidarity of the Islamic
Ummah.
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World famous dress designer Even Tampubolon (from left fourth) and wife of Indonesian

JUCSU polls
schedule

SAVAR, June 6 : The Elec-
tion Commission for Jahangir-
nagar University Central Stu-
dents Union JUCSU) and its
six-hall unions today an-
nounced detailed schedule for
the elections to be held on
July 6, official sources said to-
day, reports BSS.

According to the schedule
final voter lists will be pub-
lished on June 12, nomination
papers will be distributed on
June 13 and 15 and nomina-
tion will be received on
June 17. Last date for with-
drawal of candidature is June
20 and on the same date {inal
lists of candidates will be pub-
lished.

Ambassador Hestia Soemakno (fifth) with other participants in the charity dress show held
in aid of eyclone victims in Dhaka Wednesday.
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Seminar on ectopic '
pregnancy held

SSMCH Correspondent

A seminar on "Ectopic
pregnancy” was held on
Thursday at Sir Salimullah
Medical Collage with Prof
Anwara Begum in the chair. -

Organised by Medicine
Club of Sir Salimullah Medical
College, the seminar was also
addressed by Prol. Mahmuda
Khatun, Prof MA Majid, Prof
Haedytul Islam and Dr Dipte.

Profl Anwara Begum said the
patients who are sulfering
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A painting of arti SM Sultan has recently been displayed in the Centre for South East

Asian Studies of Kyoto University, Japan. Professor Yoshihiru Kaida and Professor Toru
Yana of Kyoto University are seen in the picture.

BNP govt to patronise
artists, writers: Khaleda

Prime

‘Khaleda Zia said on Thursday
that the timeless and inspiring
poems and songs of Ra-

bindranath and Nazrul have -

awakened the entire nation in
its struggle for independence
and the Liberation War as well
as achieving success against
autocracy during mass upsurge
of the ninetiey, reports BSS.
Inaugurating a two-day func-
tion on the occasion of birth
anniversary of Rabindranath
Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam
on a national level, the Prime

Minister said the extraordinary

creativity of these two great
poets have immenscly en-
riched Bengali language, litera-
ture, music and culture. Their
great contribution has earned
international recognition and
glory for the nation and the
entire Bengali speaking popu-
lation, she said.

Begum Zia said that it was
the desire’ of her government
to see that our national litera-
ture, art and culture could
flourish in totality.

The Prime Minister gave a —

categorical assurance that the
present government would not
Mesitate to extend every possi-
ble cooperation and patronage
to the artists and writers for
total development of national
literature, art and culture and
for the welfare of artistes and
litterateurs.

. The Minister for Education

and Cultural Aflairs, Prol
A Q.M. Badruddoza Chowdhury,
attended the function as the
special guest held at the
Presided over by Prol.
Anisuzzaman of Dhaka Univer-
sity, the inaugurgl function was
also addressed by 1L.U. Malik,
Additional Secretary in-charge,
Cultural Ministry, and Amanul-
lah Chowdhury, MP. '
Begum Khaleda Zia referred
to the versatile contributions

Minister Begum

of both Rabindranath Tagore
and Kazi Nazrul Islam in our
national life and said the an-
niversary of the two great po-
g celebrated on a
national scale today in the
completely changed circum-
stances and a new context
after establishment of a demo-
cratic government elected by
the people following the suc-
cess of mass upsurge of the
nineties and fall of autocracy.

The Prime Minister said
Rabindranath as the noblest
moulder of Bengali language
and literature has, through his
incomparable works, enriched
the store-house of Bengali lit-
erature and music. His im-
mense and vast works have
portrayed the eternal nature of
Bengal, happiness and woes of
the people, their pangs and
sufferings, hopes and aspira-
tions.

Spiritual thoughts, national
consciousness and humanistic
values, have also been reflected

in his literature.
Paying tributes of Kazi

Nazrul Islam as the symbol of
our national hopes the Prime
Minister said he was the un-
parallel moulder of rebel con-
sciousness in Bengali litera-
ture.
She said hfs creative genius
expressed in literature, lan-
guage, music and culture have
enriched the Bengali language,
literature, music and culture.
His works are also resonant
with the hopes and aspira-
tions, struggle and longings of
the people, she said.

On the other hand he has
portrayed national conscious-
ness and the yearmnings of the
people-their identity, history
and heritage. The Prime Min-
ister said Nazrul has champi-
oned Hindu-Muslim unity and
the heritage of both the com-
munities in a unique way in the
Bengali literature.

Condolence meet

Bangladesh-Bharat Moitree
Samily has arranged meeting
to condole the death of for-
mer Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi tomorrow (Satur-
day) at 5 pm at Public Library
Auditorium, says a press
relcase.

The condolence mecting
will be addressed by eminent
scholars, lawyers and journal-

ists.
A film show on Rajiv Gandhi

will also be sereened.
NBCB training
ocourse

A ten-day training course on

upazila library management or-
ganised by National Book Cen-

[ tre of Bangladesh (NBCH) be-

gins tomorrow (Saturday).

Mabhila Dal meet

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Jatiy-
atabadi Mahila Dal executive
commitice will be held tomor-
row (Saturday) at 10.30 am at
the BNP central office, says a

press release. . |
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archaeology
June 9

A seminar on "French Ar-
chacology in the World” will be
held at the Alliance Francaise
in Dhaka on Junc 9, reports
[3SS.

Prol. Andre Laronde of Uni-
versite De Paris-Sorbonne will
present key-note paper in the
seminar, which will be organ-
ised by the Centre for Scien-
tific and Technological Infor-
mation [CESTI).

Education Secrctary AAN.M.
Eusuf, Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University Prof. M.
Maniruzzaman Mia, Vice-Chan-
cellor of Jahangimagar Univer-
sity Prol. Kazi Saleh Ahmed,
Ambassador of France in
Bangladesh - Serge Decgallaix
and Ambassador of Egypt in
Bangladesh Mohammad
Mostala Badr will address the
seminar

Opening and recitation

_ from Al-Quran
News in Bangla
Documentary: Z00-

10-00
10-30
11-30
11-456

B. B 8048 | Seminar on French
PROGRAMME

Describing Nazrul Islam as
the national poet for the awak-
ening of the country and for

pioneering Muslim renaissance |

she said his writings has been
used by the people as weapon
during anti-British indepen-
dence movement and struggle
against all kinds of oppressions
exploitation, deprivation, su-
perstitions and dogmas.

The poet has boldly pro-
nounced the message of inde-
pendence and has sung for de-
stroying fetters. -

Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia said Nazrul as a |

humanist and soldier for truth
and justice has specially por-
trayed the land and the time in
his works in a significant way.
She said the literature and
music of Rabindranath and
Nazrul constituted priceless
treasures of Bengali literature.
Their contribution in poetry
and songs is memorable.
Begum Zia said the essence
of our nationalism represented
integration of our language, lit-
erature, culture, religious
identity and values of the peo-
ple of this land with their own
distinctiveness within the geo-
graphical and territorial
boundary of this country.
These two poets, she said
immensely contributed to-
wards origin, development and
ronstruction of our nationalism
though they might be iridirect.
The Prime Minister said we
must make endeavours to de-
velop our literature and also
devote ourselves in upholding
the flag of our independence
and sovereignty as well as re-
membering the inherent truth
and strength of our national-

ism.

The unfading memory of

1952 historic Language Move-
ment, the consciousness of
1971 Liberation War would
continue to respect to the
memory of Rabindranath and
Nazrul will lie in special dedi-
calion Lo our own literature
and culture.
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Call to help flourish latent
talents of children

Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury laid
emphasis on flourishment of
latent talents of the children
for building a happy and pros-
perous society, reports BSS.

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at the annual
prize distribution and cultural
function of Chan Krira

Sangskritik and Social Welfare

Sangsad at Shishu Academy in

the city Thursday aflternoon.
Prof B Chowdhury said,
after independence, we have
spent a long time for restoring
democratic rights of the -
pie and implementation nme
programme for building a

bright Iuture for our next gen- -

eration has been delayed.
Terming children as the future

Fake policeman

arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Mirpur police Thursday ar-
rested a fake policeman, Nurul
Alam from Mirpur area.

According to a DMP press
release, Alam used to realise
money from various quarters
identifying himself as an' offi-
cial of Detective Branch of po-
lice.

A case has been filed with

| Mirpur police in this regard.
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of the nation, he said proper
attention should be given for
making them worthy citizens
of the country for a better fu-
ture of the country. He opined
that the children should be
given proper education and
easy access to arts and cultural
arena for flourishment of their
talents and human qualities.
Later, the Minister gave
away prizes among the winners
of different cultural competi-
tions. The prize distribution
ceremony was f[ollowed cul-
tural function presented by the
children of the Sangsad.

Haj team to
leave for
Jeddah soon

A five-member Haj delega-
tion led by State Minister for
Religious Affairs Prof M ‘A

- Mannan will leave for Jeddah

soon to represent the govern-

ment of Bangladesh during the
coming Haj period, reports
BSS.

The other members of the
delegation are ABM Zahidul

Hoq, MP of Kishoreganj,
Mashiur Rahman, MP of
Jhenaidah, Mohammed Fazlur
Rahman, MP of Natore and
Moulana S M Ruhul Amin,
Khatib of Banghahati Alia
Madrasha Mosque, Sreepur,

" Gazipur.
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