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The Weorld Env ironment Day
(WED) is being) ovserved all
over the work3 on the 5th
June, every y«dar since the
epoch making and historic

environmental degradation
due 1o overpopulation,
widespread deforestation,
industrial and other pollution,
over exploitation of natural

Bangladesh environmental
actionplan includes specific
actions in the fields of
agriculture, industry, health &
sanitation, energy and fuel,
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Stockholm deiclaration of
1972 on hum an environ-
ment. Banglaidesh is also
observing the d ay this year in
the midst of un precedented
and devastating) cyclone and
storm surge oi! 29-30 April

1991 causing h avoc in terms
of loss of life, property and

other environmental, ecol-

ogical and so cioeconomic

consequences.
it may be ment ioned that an

International t;eminar was
held in Faun citys near Geneva

in 1971 on human
environment. 1"his seminar
was arrange«! with the
initiative from LJN Secretary
General. Then the 1972 UN
conference cin human
environment wvvas held in
Stockholm, as a result of
resolution taken in 27th
session of the UN General
Assembly. Thisi conference
brought the industrialized
and developing nations
together to delineate the
rights of the human family to a
healthy and  productive
environment and the
adopted declaration asked for
environmental pit'otection and
coordinated effor'ts among all
countries toward:s this goal. it
was decided in . the same
conference to otiserve every
year S5th June as World
Environment Day!' for creating
awareness amonJ the people
on protection of environment
and its manag
of such meetings followed
later on in variousi parts of the
world on the rights of people
to adequate foocl, to sound
housing, to sale) water, to
access to means of choosing
the size of their families.

This year UNEP has
“Climate Change): Need for
Global Partnership” as the
theme of the Day. This bears
significance to the ' world
community in general and
Bangladesh in particular. This
theme is timely and
appropriate bwpcause of
possible global climatic
changes and theiir consequ-
ences all over thie world. The
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Chan¢je (IPCC)
working groups on scientific
analysis (WG1), impacts
(WG11) and response
strategies (WG111) were
established in INovember,
1988.

Since then a series of
meetings and deliberations
have descriloed the
environmental aind socioeco-
nomic implicafioris of possible
climatic changeés over the
next decades caused by

increesing concentrations of |
. greenhouse gases. Attempts

are also beinty made to
suggest appropriate actions
io. cope with the situations
\ considering thie issue of
t iming and rates of change.

1 'his is a global attempt and

n eeds global paurtnership.

B. angladesh is a disasterpr-
or'e country. The
ph ysiography, morphology
an d other natuiral conditions
ha\ /@ made her vulnerable to
dis. asters and einvironmental
haz 'ards like cyclones, storm

surg jes, floods, A droughts, nor

'we! sters, torriadoes and
othe:r manmade/natural
cala mities. The effects
caus ed by them singly or in

comt ination with one another

may | "esult in direct loss of life

and p ‘hysical property causing
threat to the economic

develc ypment of the country.
The :situation

comprlicated b y

emaent, A series

has been

- resources and havitats etc.

The net effects of natural and
manmade activities are,
among other things, that
increase in the atmospheric
greenhouse gases such as
carbon dioxide, methane,
chlorofluorocarbons (CFC),
and the global depletion of
ozone layer. The causes and
effects of these phenomena
are so interrelated that a
vicious cycle is going on
endangering the life of more
than 5 billion people and
innumerable plants and
animal species on the planet
earth by massive degradation
of the environment and
ecological Iimbalance.
Though Bangladesh has
suffered from natural
calamities since time imme-
morial but recent events are
of more frequent, larger
magnitude and severe
intensity. A concerted and
integrated effort is needed to
combat disasters. at national,
regional and international
levels.

The importance of this day will

be highlighted just by
mentioning some brief

activities and the subject
areas identified by the global
community and the United
Nations Environment Progra- -
mme (UNEP).

These are

- supporting
~through information, educat-

human settlement, environ-
mental health, ecosystem,
desertification, conservation,
soil and water, energy, natural

disasters, environment and

industry, environment and
development,

environmentally sound and
appropriate technologies,
seas and oceans eic. These
wide range of fields/subject-
areas need indepth study
and research and to
undertake actionoriented and
measures

lon, training, technical
assistance, pilot projects,
environmental management,
environmental laws etc.
These could be achieved
through multiphase approach
and national, regional and
international cooperation and
support. The actionoriented
environmentally sound and
sustamnable development
plan has been initiated in

Bangladesh. The impact of

environment is being
assessed in all development
activities in a more systematic
and scientific mode using

-standard Environmental

impact Assessment (EIA)
procedure. industrial
guidelines and environmental
quality standards are being
formulated.

mmmwﬁmmwmmﬁmm
e | mﬂiﬂﬁmwmamﬁ'ﬁ oSt

T e YR T Iow R
AT, ARG, ﬂﬁﬁﬁw 3, wt:m_ﬁ
IR I WNFS TR W |

HEE @M SR G

5 e

q¥,
o

mwm‘imﬁmammmﬂm

PR |

QAR TATe @38 ST A{RIRTEN SRS SifF R ¢ W
e Ry offaew s Iwaem @3 Rew amean e
OFTY WA 9% E wow AR IEH R er
ARV G Wy 518 Ry Trair- O Rery Seend

4% FAE |

AR 2TS WA, WA ROwRE, @i, Hreael
TR s «fErm sty eoweR witm Wik | Oi% W
ﬁmﬁwa«mﬁawmawqﬂﬂmw

s Wi f e @

wmm«amwmu.mﬂaﬁsﬁaw,mw'
W, W W YR W @Y, 3@ IR B,

VW ARG JIYR T,

Mo W IRYRT O

SRR WG IS O A AET FRATCA AN

me-m|

WA aa R e e o oy wR [{vwm I9TE e
SR awrwe w 93T PR, TEYE ¢ TG AR W

o |

WRYETE S A
ofs 7

YT @ I, VL3 € QT TYNY

T AT TS

water development, flood
control & irrigation, land use,
forest, wild life, biodiversity,
fish & livestocks, coastal &
marine environment, comm-
unication and transponr,
housing & wurbanization,
population, public aware-
ness, education & research,
legal framework, institutional
arrangement etc.
Environmental policy and
relevent legisiationflaws are
being formulated for better
management, protection &
preservation of our
environment. The existing
environment poliution control
ordinance, 1977 (Ordinance
No. XIll of 1977) provides for

the control, prevention and

abatement of the poliution of
the environment of
Bangladesh. To make the law
more comprehensive and the
penalties more stringent a
new revised ordinance
named "Bangladesh Envir-
onment Preservation Ordin--
ance” is under consideration
for approval from competent
authority and is expected to
be promulgated soon.

The philosophy of “think
globally and act locally” is to
preserve the planet earth
which is the source and sink
of all natural and manmade
activities. The maintenance of
balance is the key issue
regarding environmental and
ecological point of view. As
such all manmade activities
be designed to take into
account the consequences
of environmental hazards.
Natural disasters can not be

stopped but better scientific:
understanding of the.

problem, early warning and
dissemination, elaborate
preparation, effective manag-
ement etc. could mitigate the
sufferings of the people and
reduce loss of lilfe and
property to some extent.

Modern science &
technology could play a vital
role in this respect.

Bangladesh has observed
1990 as the Year of
Environment and s
observing 1990's as the
Decade of Environment. The
United Nations(Resolution
No. 42/169 of December
1987) is also observing
1990's as the International
Decade of Natural Disaster
Reduction (IDNDR) with a
view to reduce the risks and
losses caused by natural
disasters and to undertake
adequate protecting and
prevention measures to
combat the disasters and to
reduce the suffering of the
people on global basis within
the framework of action for
IDNDR. Bangladesh is
synchronizing some of its
activities throught
cooperation.

Bangladesh is planning to
participate in the United
Nations Conference on
Environment and
Development (UNCED) to be
held in Brazil in June 1992,
An interministrial Committee
is preparing the Country
Report for presenting in the
conference. Bangladesh is
associated with' various
regional and international
bodies/agencies related to
environment activities. These
include Upnited Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP), South Asian
Cooperations of Environment
Programme (SACEP), Intern-
ational Environmental Infor-
mation System (INFO-
TERRA), Global Environm-
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ental Monitoring System

(GEMS), Environmental Unit °

of ESCAP.

This WED be celebrated
today with a wideangle vision
by the world community to
resolve the burning issues of
overpopulation,
deforestation, environmental
degradation, Ozone layer
depletion, global warming,
sea level rise etc. To save the

- humanity from catastrophe. it

is felt that the frequent
disasters in Bangladesh with
larger magnitude and severe
intensity are associated with
these global issues but to
assess the impacts scientific
studies, experimentation and
research is very much
essential. The technical
Kknowhow, human resources
development and financial
support is needed to
undertake elaborate
programmes. It is hoped that
the world community will take
appropriate steps in this
respect on this auspicious
day so that human heritage is
preservad and borrowed
fragile planet earth is handed
over 1o our future
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generations in an
environmentally sound and
sustainable condition. This is
prerequsite for our survival
and our future options could
be follows : -

- o use energy
efficiently

- to shift from fossil fuels to
renewable sources such as

wind, geothermal and solar.

- to halt deforestation and to
limit emission of carbon
dioxide and other
greenhouse gases.

io slow down population
growth and to stabilize in
the future.

-0 create pollution-free
environment.

- to plant trees and to take
care of them,

- fo strengthen global
partnership -and
international cooperation
fer pollutioen
freeenvironment and
balanced society .

These activities will help us to

hldlhappymdpmnpim
life for all.
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