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Tagore in China
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POET LEFT BEHIND A LEGACY
OF FRIENDSHIP AND LOVE

ABINDRANATH

occu a

phl:epler:nt ;:i; m
hearts and minds of Bengali
speaking ple but in all

ople respected in

not only Lhe fine artist

and writer, but the man of

principle, who spoke out

ceasclessly against exploita-

tion, oppression, aggression
and war.

The people of China have
reason to remember Tagore
with special affection. 'The

t took an interest in China
rom an early age, probably
after hearing his father
Debendranath Tagore talk
aboyt his own visit there in
1875, following which he
wrote a series of articles on
Tacoism and Buddhism.
Throughout Tagore's life this
interest was manifested both
in his respect for Chinese art
and culture and in a deep con-
cern for the welfare of the
Chinese people.

viled such thinkers as John
Dewey and Bertrand Russell to
lecture. While in China Tagore
toured seven cities including

St Seap See

ered a series nl’ lectures at uni-
versities and cultural
organizations. He received
some invitations he could not
find the time to honour, such
as one from Dr. Sun Yat Sen to
come to Canton. “Talks in
China® was a collection of
some of the extempore
lectures that Tagore delivered
during course of his visit.

In Shanghai where the
mood of revolution was more
apparent than elsewhere in
China, Tagore was greeted by
the Chinese poct Hsu Chi Mo
and Dean S. Y. Chiu of the

National Institute of Sell-

Government, and also by Dr.

Carsum C who later vis-
ited India and wrote a book,
published in 1956, called

China and Gandhian India.

Tagore exemplified the finest aspects of Bengali
characters and culture. With a versatile natiwral talent
Jor writing, painting and composing, he combined a

quality of compassion,

a finely-turned social

conscience and a greatness of heart which manifested
itself in a ceaseless preoccupation with moral issues,
and the fate of oppressed people.

After his first visit to
Britain in 188], Tagore wrote
an essay called “Maraner

Byabasa" about the opium

trade that was the
lives of the Chinese le. He
protested vehemently too at
the new Japanese militaristic

mentality and the subsequent
w the Chincse

e wrole tn Ynnt

de cndcd t;c leln:lc

invasion of China:

“in launching the war
on Chinese humanity, with all’
the decadly methods lcarnt

vellous resources; the per-
ate loyalty of her peoples,
unites as never belfore, is
creating a new age for that
land "

Iin 1924 the poet went to
China at the invitation of two
Chinese intellectuals, the Hon.
Ltang Chi Chao and Professor
Hu Shih. They were the orga-
nizers of the Lecture
Assoclation of Beijing who in-

In Beijing, Tagore was re-
cejved by the ex-Emperor Pu
Yi in the Imperial Palace and
also met the Chinese philoso-
pher Liang-su-ming.

Everywhere in China the
desire for change, and a new
mood of revolution was in the
air. Tagore, a great patriot and
nationalist hi was very
sensitive to such undercur-
rents in the students, teachers
and intellectuals that he met
Indeed in 1905 during of the
anti-British movement in
Bengal he had written in one

Where tireless striving
stretches its arms towards
perfection;

Nasrin Sobhan
Writes from Beijing

action-
Into that heaven of freedom,
my Father, let my country
.

The poet even spent his
birthday in China and wrote,
Once | went to China
Those whom | had not met
Put the mark of friendship on
my forehead
Calling me their own....

Three months after
Tagore's return to India, his
admirers in Shanghai set up
the Asjatic Association, which
they acknowledged to be in-
spired by Tagore's vision of

Niketan teaching at the
Vishwa Bharati University,
while continuing his own
work. Xu Beihong made

" sketches of students at the

University, drew painted in

oils, and also fnade some
portraits of Tagore in different
media. In the introduction to
the exhibition of the works of
Xu Beihong which was held in
India during this period,

Tagore wrote.

"Beautiful speech is com-
mon to all mankind in spite of
its diversified enunciation. By
means of his rhythmic lines
and colours, the Chinese art
master Xu Bethong S us
with our forgotten scenes of

Portrait of Tagore, painted by Chinese artist Xu Beihong.

[riendship and unity between
Asian nations, a reaction partly
to the anti-Asian legislation of

1921 in the United States,
and the excesses of the

colonial powers in Asia.

As a natural result of
Tagore's continuing interest
in Chinese culture and art a
Chinese hall was opened in
Santi Niketan in 1937, On this
occasion, Tagore said.

“This is a great day for me
a day long looked for.*

In 1940 the noted Chinese
artist Xu Bethong visited India
al the invitation of Randranath
Tagore, and passed the better
part of a year in Shanti

—

antiquity without impairing
the local flavour and peculiar
styled acquired thmugh his
own experience.

| welcome this exhibition,
and | have fully c¢njoyed his
paintings, from which 1

believe our art lovers will draw
rich inspiration. Since the
worth of superb works of art
should be proved by
themselves, too many words of
recommendation on my art
are superflluous. Let me
therefore raise the curtain of
talk to usher our visitors to a
rare feast."”

Tagore's own art work,
numbering more than 2000
pieces, was inspected by Xu
Beihong
Lal Bose the Dean of the Art
Department at the University.

Out of these 2000, they se-
lected about 300 of the finest
works, ef which more than
seventy were later published
by the University.

Tagore passed away not
long after. One of the last po-
ems he ever composed was
written for a Chinese delega-
'tion which visited Shant{
Niketan in 1941. Written in
Bengali, here is an English
version by Kalidas Nag:

In the ancient day,

History was not loquacious
with news

and even renown was silent,
like our

morn, bustling with torrential

to distribute the soulful food of
ambrosia

to non-Kinsmen of distant
lands. .

All those, who left their bones
in desert sand

Whose last relics were swept
away by the sea,

they were never [frustrated by
unachieved labour;

they were fused into the Great
Life, transcending the body
which nourishes the Eternal
Man with strength invisible.
Their compassion touches my
soul in the rays of mom and [
salute them all !

Rabindranath Tagore exem-
plified the finest aspects of
Bengali character and culture.

With a versatile natural talent
for writing, painting and com-
posing. he combined a quality
of compassion, a finely-tuned
social conscience and a great-
ness of heart which
manifested itselfl in a ceaseless
preoccupation with moral
issues, and the fate of
oppressed people, especially
the colonised peoples of Asia
and Africa. Throughout his life
Tagore concerned himself

the problem of human
suffering, and it is as much for

his fine qualities as a human

being as for his artistic
achievements that he s
remembered.

Nasrin Sobhan, a freelance
Journalist now resident in
Beijing, contributes regularly
to The Daily Star.

together with Nanda_
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CONCLUDING THE SERIES ON THREE
OUTSTANDING EDITORS OF SOUTH ASIA

Faiz Ahmed Faiz, a Poet who
Shaped a Great Newspaper

T was
message th-t 1 was
being asked to bring all

the way from Moscow to

Karachi.

"Please tell Faiz,” said the
young Russian woman, the
writer-editor of a popular lit-
erary journal, "that of all the
poets in the world, I love him
most."”

With three other local
riends, all young writers, who
had joined me for morning
coffee in the hotel restaurant,
escaping from bitterly cold
November wind blowing out-
side listening in, I responded
to the request with gentle
laugh and a nod. By then, I had
learnt that young Russians did
not blush easily, but after giv-
ing me the message for my
former editor, Faiz Ahmed
Faiz, in her broken English,
this one looked a little embar-
rassed and almost blushed.

It was my last day iIn
Moscow in the winter of 1964,
bringing toanend a 1 as-
signment which, even ff it did
not teach me much about the
Soviet Union, had given me
some kind of a feel of the Rus-
sian thinking at a crucial time
of the country's . It was
the start of the Brezhnev era,
with Aleksei Kosy cked as
the pliable P‘mml:;n P

The end of the Khrushchev
rule which had brought a touch
of liberalisation to the Soviet
Union but had once also
pushed the world to the brink
of a nuclear war during the
Cuban missile crisis had left
the Moscow in tsia — or
rather a few Russian friends |
knew — in a state of confusfon.
My acquaintances, especially
journalists, generally kept
their thoughts to thl:nuelm.
without appearing to

sorry over the I‘nflu:;f
Nikita Khrushchev or exces-
sively excited at the entry of
Leonid Brezhnev on the stage.

Since | had just spent two
months in China and written

several complimentary pieces
on Peking's growing ties with
South Asia, their main interest
was in co me, then a
Pakistani journalist, that the
Soviet Union was as good a
friend of Asia.as China and,
what was more important, dur-
ing the Brezhnev-Kosygin pe-
riod — no one called it an era
yet — Moscow would be more
even-handed in Indo-Pakistan
disputes than it was under
Khrushcev. This projection
turned out to be at least partly
true. A later, at the Soviet
city of Tashkent, Premier
Kosygin brought Ayub Khan

and Lal Bahadur Shastri to-
gether and mediated the end
of the second Indo-Pakistan
':ar. There were also gentle

ints that in case the
Dawn decided tun;;rg; in
Moscow as a correspondent, |

it before him on my return to
Karachi.

For me, it was all ralher

in Moscow. The wintler

was harsh, the difficullies in

getting around and establish-

ing the right contacts turned

Faiz Ahmed Faiz

More than three decades ago, Faiz put into

effect guidelines for good journalism which

we are still trying to establish in Bangladesh
against many odds.

would get a t flat in

gnn:rnmcn
a good locality and buy my
foodstuflf, not to mention a

generous su of vodka and
wine at thcp::{ddhed price.

The offer could not have been

more tentalising for a young

journalist — but more loaded.
As expected, my editor, Altal
Hossain rejected the idea with
an angry outburst against
"these Russies" when | placed

A Glimpse into Buddhist Heritage in Bangladesh

UDDHISM moulded a
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Th: Seventh Century in an-

sections of people. This
Ebr nearly 100 years is
ribed as 'Matlsyanyaya’
that big fishes ate

small fishes
mﬂhﬁgqm

Under the circumstances, the

masses and

had been unearthed at Pa-
harpur of Rajshahi district.
Unique in ancient temple ar-
chitecture, this Mahavihara
developed during Pala Dynasty
from the Eighth to Eleventh
Centuries and {s described as
the biggest monument south of
the Himalayas. The architec-
ture of this Vihara has influ-
enced the style of monasterics
in Southeast Asia. The monu-
mental Borebudhur Temple in
Java (Indonesia) and massive
Buddhist Vthar Omkar Wat in
Kampuchea are said to have
been modelled after this Vihar,
Mainamati in the Comilla
district constitutes the ruins of

Koruna Barua

the historic Kanakastupa Vihar
witnessed by Hieun Tsang The
ruins scattered along the 11-
mile long range of Mainamati-
Lalmai hills speak of a flourish-
ing Buddhist civilisation.

One of the greatest centres
of Buddhism in the Sub-conti-
nent after the decline of Na-
landa Universitly in Bthar was
Pandita Vihara located some-
where in Chittagong as the
major establishment of the
Tantric Mahayana School. Atish
Dipankar Srijnana, an out-
standing saint and philosopher

and another scholar-monk,

——
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Tilopa or Tllopad of Chittagong
whnp.l'md puﬂaﬂ Buddhism
in ‘Bhutan studied in this Vi-
hara.

During this period, Bud-
dhist scholars and saints exer-
cised their influence for be-
yond the * frontier of
Bangladesh. Ac a Shilab-
hadra of Samatata, wWas
Vice-Chancellor of Nalanda
University, the most famous
centre of Buddhism in the
Sub-Continent. Hieun Tsang
studied Buddhism under this
great monk-scholar in Nalanda
in the Seventh

A famous Buddhl:t saint-

philosopher of that time was

e o

The historic Paharpur Monastery in the Rajshahi district.

Acharya Santarakist who vis-
ited Tibet and stayed there till
702 A.D. for reformation of
Buddhism. The most outstand-
ing scholar-saint Atisha Di-
pankar Srijnan of Tenth-
Eleventh Century visited Tibet
at the invitation of its King and
preached the compassionate
teachings of Lord Buddha to
mould a new religion in Tibet
for 13 years until his death. He
wrote more than 100 religious

hilosophical books on
Buddhism ch are still pre-
served in ancient temples of
Tibel.

The period of Buddhist rule
in ancient Bangladesh was
marked by remarkable devel-
opment in architecture, arts
and sculpture. Sculptors chis-
elled out images of Buddha,
Bodhisattya and other deities
in stone, bronze and other
metals which are speciinens of
intricate style of workma
Terracota pieces in the
exemplify development of sec-
ular arts reflecting life, nature
and -ndl.l scenes of those days.

Two uutltlndln; sculptors of
the Pala age who had visualised
and created the unique .
mens of Buddha as well as
Buddhist deities were Dhiman
and his son Bitpal.

They pioneered a new style
of pain — first of its kind

in the history of ancient
Bangladesh which were dis-

covered in the manuscripts

surviving in Tibetan and
Nepalese temples. The
painted events of Buddha's

such as Siddhartha's birth in
theprﬂ:nﬂhtmhhi.ltt-h
ment of Buddha's

ment, turning the ul'l.hl
Dhamma at [sipatana, Maha-

parinirvana at Kushinara, mir-
acle at Sravasti, conquering
Nalagiri at Rajagriha and offer-

ing of honey to the Buddha by

monkey.,

Bengali language owes its
origin to the work of Buddhist
monks from the crust of pre-
vailing Prakrit and Apabrahmsa
language. In the year 19086,
some ancient manuscripts ly-
ing buried in the monasteries
of Nepal were discovered.

They were found to be lyrics
and songs written in ancient
form of the Bengali language by
monks knows as
"Siddhacharyas”. Sitting in the
monasteries of ancient

from 10th to 13th Centuries,
they created a new language
closer to the spoken
by the common folk which has
come to be recognised as the
first-ever germination of to-
day's Bengali . These
poems known as "Bouddha Gan
O Doha" (Buddhist songs and
lyrics)] — the first ever in the
history of Bengali literature
were unique as VETScs
expressing Buddhist thought
as well as contemporary soci-
ety and nature,

The Siddhacharyas in these
verses cxpressed ideas about
Nirvana, Bodhicitta, Sunyata,
Karma, Karuna. Prajna
such other Buddhist concepts

in poetic These po-
ems also
day-to-day existence of
of ancient their cus-
toms and rituals.

The decline and final dis-
appearance of Buddhism in an-

[

and Iunurn.le

out to be more challenging
than | had expected and |
failed to get one s good
political interview with even a
mid-level Russian leader. |
went to the October Anniver-
:3 parade at the Red Square
saw some new missiles
which, as a western corre-
spondent told me with the
permission to put it in my re-
port, the Soviets had never
shown before. | also sat
through the four-hour address
by Leonid Brezhnev delivered
at the big auditorium at the
Kremlin, watching. among
other things, the immobile
face of Premier Chou En-lai
who sat on the dias with all the
leading personalities of the
communist world, who, by
now, must be either dead or
ousted from power. Much to
the surprise of all, the Chinese
leader had come for the an-
niversary as a gesture to the
new Russian leaders who had
overthrown Nikita
Khrushchev, the arch enemy of
China. If Premier Chou was
also looking for an opcning to
break the deadlock in the
Sino-Sovicl reclations, he had
to return Lo Peking a disap-
peinted man Leonid Brezhnev
had entered the stage with a
bang, determined to
strengthen the Soviet hold
over Eastern Europe and
to extend Moscow's influence
over Asia, in fact, to the
doorsiep of China, through a
-publicised but abertive
Asian Collective Security Pact.

It took me some time to
undcerstand what was going on.
Eventually, the display of
power and glory by the new
Soviet leadership lelt me cold,
indifferent and even a little
sacl.

Now, in this scenarie,
where does Faiz Ahmed Faiz
come in ?

Let me explain.

My 15-day visit to Moscow
had three redeeming features,
in lh: h order :

, despite a difference
and outlook, | got
along very well with the then
Pakistani Ambassador to the

pictures of Seviet Union, Igbal Athar, whe,

a highly cultured, well-read bu
a loncly man, gave me much of
his precious time in b

me on the Soviet Unton. Above
all, alter all these years, how

can | forget our visit together

cient Bangladesh in the 12th- | (o the Bolshai Theatre to see

See following page
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