DHAKA FRIDAY MAY 31, 1991

, CLUB CUP FOOTBALL
BTC TOURNAMENT-91
The stage

is set for the HTC
Club Cup charity football tour-
nament in aid of the April 29
cyclene victims with the cele-
brated East Bengal Club of Cal
cutta meeting local Brothers
Union in the curtain raiser o
day at the Dhaka Stadium. The
match kicks off at 4.30 pm,

in the second maich of day.
at 6.30 pm, Mohun Bagan will
face their traditional arch Cal-
cutta rivals Mohammedan
Sporting.

Sports Minister for Youth
and Sports Sadeq Hossain
Khoka will inaugurate the six
team, eight day meel. .

The BFF and BTV settled
their differences over match
royaltles yesterday and as a re-
sult Bangladesh Television will

telecast live all the nine
malches of the meet from the
Dhaka Stadium.

BTV will pay Taka 50,000
per match to BFF for the tele-
casting rights.

The tournament is being
juintly organised by the
Bangladesh Football Federation
and the Dhaka Metropolis
Football Clubs Association with
three leading teams from Cal-
cutta and Dhaka fighting for
the honours.

The Big Three of Calcutta
spoccer — Calcutta Mo-
hammedans., East Bengal and
Mohun Bagan and the glants of
Dhaka soccer — Abahani Krira
Chakra. Dhaka Mohammedans
and Brothers Union — have
been split in two clusters with
the top two finishers in the
robin league qualifying for the
semifinals scheduled for June
4 and 5.

The final will be on June 7.
"~ The tpurney is being spon-
sored by the Bangladesh To-
baceo Company (BTC) who are
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the Abahani ground on the eve of BTC Club Cup soccer.

ng Abahani players after practice yeste

Club Cup kicks off today

providing the organisers with a
sum of Tk eight lakh, but or-
ganisers to reap in an-
other 26 from gate re-
ceipts

The Calcutta teams and the
local clubs had their practice
sessfons yesterday "at the
Dhaka Stadium.

Following are the groupings:

Group A — Mohun Bagan.
Calcutta Mohammedans and
Abahani KC.

Group B — East Bengal,
Dhaka Mohammedans and
Brothers Union.

Rate of tickets has
been fixed at Tk 20 each. VIP
Gate No-2 Tk 70, Gate No 3/A
Tk 50 and Gate No 3/B at Tk
30 each.

With the local soccer scene
virtually in limbo due to the
non-holding of the Senior Di-
viston League last season the
club cup meet should go a long
way in whetting the thirst of
the innumerable soccer fans of
the city and the country as a
whole.

..........
__________________
o

ray at
— Star photo.

Calcutta sides
hopeful

Sports Reporter
All the three Calcutta teams
taking part in the BTC Club

Cup soccer, expressed
their deep sympathy for the
cyclone affected people of
Bangladesh in separate press
briefings yesterday at a local
hotel. .

The Indian clubs said that
they are not taking any guar-
antee money or appearance
money keeping in their mind
the noble cause for which the
tourney has been arranged.

De:ﬂlte forming the team
only three weeks back,

East Bengal are optimistic

about winning this tournament.

East Bengal last year had
quite a successful season by
winning Rovers Cup, Durand
Cup and IFA shield. They will
represent India in the 11th
Asian Club Cup toufnament.

The star-studded East
Bengal with 13 international
and seven national players in
their ranks have high respects
for the Dhaka Clubs.

Calcutta Mohammedans are
bubbling with enthusiasm after
winning two tournaments in
Indian last month.

The tournies were Strafford
Cup and Nagji Trophy.

Despite having some injury
problems they hope to provide
a positibe brand of soccer with
blend of youth and experience
in their ranks. |

The reigning  Calcutta
league champions Mohun
Bagan said they hope to win
the Cup.

Women's soccer

FUKUOKA, Japan, May 30:
Defending champions China
overwhelmed Taiwan 3-0 here
Wednesday in the eighth Asian
women's football meet, a quali-
fier for the world
Championships in November.

Red Star Belgrade lift European Cup

Penalties sink Marseilles

BARI. Italy. May

30: Red Star Bel-
grade won  the
European Cup
(inal on penalties
on Wednesday al
the end of a disappointing
game which fatled to produce a

single goal in two hours of
tepid soccer. reports Reuter.

A missed spot kick by full
Back Mamiel Amoroh with th
French side’'s first attempt
ultimately cost victory for
Bernard Tapic's expensively
assembled outfit as they went
down 5-3 on penalties

Striker Darko Pancev. blot-
ted out of the game in a one-
sided match which had been
totally dominated by Marseille,
had the honour of blasting
home the winning penally to
an explosion of joy from the
18,000 Yugoslav vans in the
San Nicola Stadium.

It was the first time a
Yugoslav team had won the
European Cup and only the
second that a team from cast
em Europe had done so

Steaua Bucharest of
Romania were the [irst five
years ago when they beat
Barcelona. also on penalties
after a goalless match.

Red Star sweeper Moodrag
Belodedic., then @ Romanian
international but later a defec
tor © Yugoslavia, became Lhe
first player to win the trophy
with two different tcams.

Balodedic was one of the
successiul
Red Star, along with Robert
_Prosinecki. Dragisa. Binic,
Stnisa and Pancev.

But the verdict by penalty
lottery was an over gencrous
reward for Red Star's thor-
tl-w tnadequate mﬁ.lm;

da many h.'-'ﬂd WwWou
h-:u .

ting themselves with st
fling the Marseillc build-ups
and scarcely attempting any
serious aftacks of thetr own
The result was a match al
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penalty takers for -

Red Star had a clear advan-
lage once the match went to
spot kicks because draws in
their domestic league are set-
tled by penalty shoot-outs.
giving them regular practice in
the nerve-Racking ordeal.

Marscille’'s 69-year-old
Belgian trainer Raymond
Goethals tried to break the
deadlock eight minutes from

the end of extra time by send-
ing on former Red Star
favourite Dragan Stofjkovic as
substitule. :
Stojkovic leoked fresh and
showed the kind of enterprise
which had been missing in the
match till then, suggesting he
might have been able to tum
the game if he had gonc on
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Belgraders rejoice

BELGRADE, May 30: Thousands of joyous Belgraders
dancing, firing in the air, letting off fireworks and
sounding car horns poured into the city centre on

Wednesday night 1o celebrate Red Star's European Cup

reports :
Finally finding a reason to rejoice after months of crisis
in Yugoslavia, people sang, cried and chanted nationalist
slogans as they squeezed intc Trg Republike, the city's

up the sky and smoke bellowed out from
smoke bombs, flares and fire crackers.

Some passionate Serbs, Yugoslavia's biggest nationality,
Jired pistols into the air s

Red Star defended well and
looked dangerous on the break
in the first half when Savicevic
and Prosinecki tried to put
quick balls through to Binic
and Pancev.

But the attacks dried up
after the finterval as the
Yugoslavs concentrated on
smothering their way to vic-
lory.

Marselllc president Bernard
Tapie said: "There was no in-
justice. Penalties arc part of
the game. Maybe my players
were not prepared for the
penalties. Without being pre-
tentious we thought we could
win earlier,

‘Money isn't everything.
Red Star managed with no
money to build a good team.

screami ng

They are very talented. | ad-
mire them.

"Needless to say I'm cisap-
pointed, unhappy. The players
were in lears.

"The teams were so even
you can't say the best team
WO

"Il speak for my players
when | say they will do every-
thing to win next year."

Red Star coach Ljupko

Petrovic admitted his team

never looked like winning and
told them to play for a penalty
shoot-out.

"We realised we could not
really beat Marseille unless
they made a mistake, so | told

my players to be patient and to
wait for penalties,

"The only trouble (with the
shoot-out) was that Savicevic
was originally designated to
take a penalty. When he was
injured | was a bit worried. |
replaced him with Binic, and
when Binic. normally a nervous
person, scored from a penalty
I knew we were on our way to
winning” said Petrovic.

"It was not a great .t
was heavily influenced by tac-
tics and players could not play
as freely as they would like to.

"Marseille are a very good
team and we realised very
quickly we could score only
through a counter-attack.”

Prosine®s admjtted they
were fortunate to . "We
were luckier at the end. but
those are the rules of the
dame.

“Marseille are a great team.
They completely killed our
counter-attacks by good offside

‘But they missed their
chances, and you need to score
to win.”

Goalkeeper Stevan
Stojanovic said of his save: "

PARIS, May 30:
Top-sced Stefan

Edberg advanced

to the third
round of the
French Open

with a hard-fought four-set
victory Thursday over Austria’s
Horst Skoff, but last year's
giant-killer, Goran lvanisevic,
was ousted. reporter AP. ~

Edberg. No. 1 in the world
rankings, had breezed through
his first-round match in
straight sets, but was within a
break point of trailing two sets
to one against Skofl before
prevailing 6-4, 5-7, 7-6 (7-4),
6-3.

The eighth-seeded
Ivanisevic, who knocked Boris
Becker out of the tournament
last year, was ousted by Paul
Haarhuis 6-1, 6-4, 6-1. The
Dutchmen, ranked 53rd in the
world, never let Ivanisevic into
the match.

Most of the.top women in

PARIS, May 30 :

saluted its heroes

young and old
. when Boris
" Becker and
Jimmy Connors battled

through tough five-set matches
to reach the third round of the

French Open on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.

Second seed Becker, who
dreams of taking his first clay-
court title, came back from
two sets down as he struggled
with a leg injury to beat Aus-
tralian Todd Woobbridge 5-7,
1-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4.

Connors, four times a semi-
finalist here and still going
strong at the age of 38,
thrilled the Centre Court
crowd with his 6-4, 6-2, 3-6,
0-6, 6-4 victory over Haitian
Ronald ABenor.

But the centenary tourna-
ment lost one of its favourites,
Spaniard Sergi Brugera. the
Monte Carlo Open champion
and the most successful man
on clay so far this season.

Bruguera, the fifth seed,
hurt his back while leading
Italy's Omar Camporese 6-1, 6-
2, 4-6, 0-1 and was forced to

Bubka to leave
USSR for France

OSLO, May 30: Record-
breaking Soviet pole vaulter
Sergei Bubka was quoted today
as saying he wanted to leave
his native country because it
had become too unstable, re-
ports Reuter.

Bubka, who has broken the
world record 10 times, said he
hoped to move with his family
to France this year.

"The political and economic
situation is uncertain,” he told
the Norweglan daily Verdens
Gang in Seville, Spain.

"The situation is so unstable
it's impossible to know what
may happen. | hope to move to

this year."

Bubka, 27, last Broke his
world record on May 6, clear-
ing the bar at 6.07 metres.
Verdens Gang said Bubka, his
wife and two sons, now lived in
relative luxury near Kiev in the
Ukraine.

Among other things, Bubka
expressed concern about the
cllects of racioactive fallout
from the 1986 accident at the
Chernoby| nuclear plant, 100
km (62 miles) from his home.

Bubka did not say why he
had chosen France, but
Verdens QGang said a French
club had offered him a con-
tract.

Roland Garros,

G
STEFAN EDBERG
action advanced easily, includ-
ing No." 3 seed Gabriela
Sabatini and 10th-seeded
Jennifer Capriati. But Canada’s
iclen Kelesi, twice a Freneh
Open quarter finalist, elimi-
nated 12th-seeded Helena
Sukova, 4-6, 7-5, 6-0. It wasn't
the first major upset for

Injured Becker
ttles through

pull out in agony.

His departure, coupled with
the defeat of his compatriot
Emilio Sanchez by Switzer-
land’'s Jakob Hlasek on
Wednesday and the first-round

retirement of injured
Czechoslovak Karel Novacek,
cleared a path for Andre
Agassi, last year's losing final-
ist.

After three days of the
tournament , there are no
other seeds left in Agassi's
quarter of the draw, giving the
Amerfcan an easy run to the
semifinals.

Agassi, seeded fourth, was
barely stretched on Wednes-
day. beating Czechoslovak Petr
Korda 6-1. 6-2, 6-2.

His casy victory provided a
sharp contrast with Becker's
struggle, which lasted four
hours and 25 minutes.

"I don't know how | won it,
to tell you the truth,” admitted
Becker, who came into the
French Open after nearly four
weeks troubled by back and leg
injuries.

Broken in the opening
games of the fourth and fifth
scls, Becker had to battle
uphill all the way for victory.
winning both sets on a break.

Cheered on by screaming,
squealing youngsters, Becker
finally made it when Woo-
bridge put a backhand into the
net on matchpoint,

‘It came down to his
strength.” said an admiring
Woodbridge who was happy
with his best-ever perfor-
mance against a top player. "He
is a champion."

Becker. three times Wim-
bledon champion, was reluc-
tant to discuss his injury.

‘I am still in the tourna-
ment so | don't want to talk
about it.” he sald. "But already
this moming 1 didn't feel so
good.”

Connors left Centre Court to
a standing ovation after three
hours 39 minutes ol entertain-
ing tennis,

The American, who has won
eight Grand Slam singles titles
but never the French in his
2] -year career, will play 1989
champion Michael Chang, half
his age. in the third round.

Connors, who finished the
maich with a break, admitted
to letting the fourth set go in a
bid to conserve energy.

Second seed Steffi Graf
who had expected to meet
Madeeva-Fragniere in the
fourth round. displayed the
power of old in her 6-0, 6-]
thrashing of Czechoslovak Pe-

tra Langrova.

Li Jing champion

BRISBANE, May 30 : Chi-
nese ace Li recovered
from a [all on the horizontal
:l.'r.;nd won the men's all-

Wednesday
night in the Setko Grand Prix
international gymnasties
championship, reports AP.

L4, the Asian Games Cham-
pion and rated the world's No.
2 all-round gymnast, finished
with 58.06 points. Andref Kan
of the Soviet Union had 57 .45
and teen-age Australian cham-
pion Brennon Dowrick 57.15.

Li, 21, earned the topscore
of the night n the parallel bars,
scoring 9.90 for his last rou-
tine. He was also dominant on
the pommel (9.8), rings (9.8),
vault (9.65) and floor exercises
(9.65).

He scored only 9.25 on the
horizontal bar after his fall,
which forced the s to au-
tomatically deduct 0.50 points.

"1 was nted with my
high bar routine, but otherwise
I'm very happy with the win.~
Li said an interpreter.

"I was confident coming
into the competition. | knew |
was “HT:'In.'

Li was particularly

with his floor routine.
was the first ume ['ve
performed the double twisting
double back somersault in
competition,” he said.

in the women's individual
rhythmic all-round competi-
tion. Bulgarian Diana Popova
won the gold medal with 37.50

points, ahead of lulia Rosli-
akova of the Soviet Union
(37.45) and fellow Bulgarian
Zomitza Kalenska (37.05).

More than 60 gymnasts
from 12 nations are competing
in the event, held every two
years.

Other participating nations
Include the United States,
Canada. France, Japan, Roma-
nia. ltaly, New Zealand and
Britain.

Many of the teams are using
the event to prepare for the
world championships in Indi-
anapolis in September,

Asylum sought

LISBON, May 30: Portugal
is ready to give "every help” to
two East Timor feotballers who
are currently holed up in
Canberra and u-:tlnl
Portuguese nationality, the
Foreign Ministry announced

here Wednesday, reports AFP.

Friendly hockey

KREFELD. May 30:
beat India 4-2 in Wndm
friendly hockey international
here, reports AFP.

They held 1-0 at half-time.
Home scorers were Fischer
(32 and 56). Milgers (43) and
Saliger (65) while India's goals
came from Kumer (54) and
Pillay (63).

Haarhuis. He beat John
McEnroe in the second round
of the US Open in 1989,

Asked if lvanisevic seemed
to give up during the match,
Haarhuis replied, "He could
have tried a little harder at’
certain points.”

Sabatini, who could capture
the World No. 1 ranking with a
title here, eliminated
Switzerland's Emanuela Zardo
6-1. 6-1. Czechoslovakia's Jana
Novolna, seeded sixth, beat
Canadian Patricia Hy, 6-2, 6-1,

and Capriati, the 10th seed;
over powered Hungarian

Andrea Temsvari, 6-2, 6-1.

Capriati's major problem
was off the court — she told
reporters her passport had
been stolen. The No. 7 seed,
Spain’'s Conchita Martinez had
a tougher match, but advanced
over American Stephanie Rehe
6-1, 7-6 (7-3).

Monica Seles, defending
both her French Open title and
her No. 1 ra here, was to
play later against South African
Mariaan de Swardt.

in men's play, 12th-seeded
Michael Stich of Ge
overcame Richard Krajicek of
the Netherlands, 6-7 (4-7), 7-
6 (B-6), 6-3, 6-2. Hungary's
Marian Vajda beat local favorite

The Baily Star 7

Botham rules
himself out

LONDON, May 30: Injured
England all-rounder Ilan
Bo said on Thursday he
had abandoned all hope of be-
ing fit in timé for the first
cricket Test against West
Indies next week, reports
Reuter.

"l don't think | could hon-
estly say I could through a
five-day match,” said in a
radio interview.

"To be [air to the team and
myself, |1 think it's best if | say
'no’ now.” '

Botham tore a hamstring
during the first one-day inter-
national, his first appearance
for England in almost two

years.

His four wickets in that
match coupled with a century
against West Indies when play-
ing for Worcestershire a few
days earlier looked to have
made him a near-certainty for
the first Test which starts next
Thursday.

“It's obviously very disap-
pointing because | was in a bit
of a purple patch. It's up to me
to be sensible with the injury
and then hopefully get some
runs and wickets as soon as |
get back.” Botham said.

His comments came as the
England selectors were meet-

Henri Leconte, an unseeded
Frenchman, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (10-
B), 6-4.

ing to pick the Test
which will be announ

Friday.

TIDBITS
eclipse Lendl's

. .. " World No 1 seed Monica Seles, now playing
-1 in the French Open championships. is lead-
4 ing both, men and women money winners.
till now this year, reports agencies.

The Yugoslav teenager, who is now 17,
ecarned 569,058 US dollars after her Monte
i Carlo appearance last week while
4§ Czechoslovakian Ivan Lendl, the leading
8 money winner among top 20 men tennis
pldyer in the world has earned, 515, 948
US dollars till Monday.

Seles earned 53,109 dollars more than

Lendl this year.
Top 20 women: |. Monica Seles (Yugoslavia 569,058 dollars; 2.
Gabriela Sabatini (Argentina) 538, 566: 3. Stelli Grafl
(Germany) 351.651; 4. Jana Novotna (Czechoslovakia)
J400,108; 5. Mary Joe Fernandez (US) 258,025; 6. Arnixa
Sanchez Vicario (Spain) 226,791; 7. Martina Navratilova (US)
214.675; 8, Helena Sukova (Czechoslovakia) 158, 834: 9
Natalia Zvereva (Soviet Union) 143,218; 10. Gigi Fernandez
(US) 119,530: 11. Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere (Switzerland)
115, 755; 12. Zina Garrison (US) 113.584: 12. Jennifer
Capriati (US) 102,738; 14. Patty Fendick (US) 102,398; 15.
Leila Meskhi (Soviet Union) 96,426; 16. Larisa Savchenko
|Soviet Union] 93,788: 17. Lori McNeil (US) 84.134: 18
Helen Kelesi (Canada) 80,313; 19. Conchita Martinez (Spain)
79.800; 20. Nathalle Tauziat (France) 72.275.

Top 20 men: 1. Ivan Lend! (Czechoslovakia) 515.949 dollars: 2.
Stefan Edberg (Sweden) 494,518: 3. Jim Courier (US)
442.229; 4. Emilio Sanchez (Spain) 427,099; 5. Boris Becker
(Germany) 383,589: 6. Sergl Bruguera (Spain) 342,035; 7.
Karel Novacek (Czechoslovakia) 308,821: 8. Michael Stich
(Germany) 285 885; 9. Guy Forget (France) 272.416; 10.
Goran Prpic (Yugoslavia) 218,446; 11. Omar Camporese (Italy)
211,775: 12. Magnus Gustafsson (Sweden) 205,934: 13.
Cristiano Carattl (Italy) 166.478; 14. Patrick McEnroe (US)
166.319;: 15. David Wheaton [US) 158.,422: 16. Jonas

Svensson [(Sweden) 156,754; 17. Javier Sanchez (Spain)

152.374: 18. Goran Ivanisevic (Yugoslavia) no accurate figure;
19. Jakob Hlasek (Switzerland) 143,149; 20. Jan Siemerink
(Netherlands) 140.821:

Lendl enters Beckenham
BECKENHAM, England, May 30: Ivan Lendl,
who pulled out of the French Open with an
injury. has entered next week's grass court
tournament at Beckenham, organizers said
here. reports AP.

M Lend]l was seeded third in Paris but was
forced to withdraw Sunday because he
hadn't fully recovered from surgery on his
racket hand.

Beckenham organizers said Lendl decided

{ to sign up for their event with the expecta-

*® 1 tion he would be fit enough to play next
. week.
Lendl won the Beckenham tournament last year when he
skipped the French Open to prepare for Wimbledon.
]
&
Officials ignore ban
AKARTA, May 30: The Indonesian government has rep
J rimanded sports officials for allowing the national junior
tennis team to play against Israel in a recent
tournament in India, the English language Jakarta Post said
Tuesday. reports AFP.

It quoted Sports and Youth Affairs Minister Akbar Tanjung
as saying the May 8 match in the World Cup junior qualifying
rounds in Bombay violated the ban on Indonestians
in sports tournaments st Israel and South Africa.

Mr Tanjung blamed National Sports Council (Konf) and
||h:- Indonesian Tennis Association (Pelti) for failing to forfeit
the match.

Indonesia lost 1-2 but still qualified to represent the re-
gion, along with four other Asian countries, in the Would Cup
junior tennis championships, according to the Jakarta Post.

.
ATP's leading players
ONACO, May 30: Leading men's singles rankings rel
M cased by the Association of Tennis Professionals
(ATP) on Monday. repots Reuter.

|. Stefan Edberg (Sweden) 3.783 points; 2. Boris Becker
(Germany) 3.425; 3. Ivan Lendl [Czechoslovakia) 2, 696; 4.
Andre Agassi (US) 1.872; 5. Sergi Bruguera 1.669:; 6.
Pete Sampras (US) 1,613; 7. Guy Forget (France) 1.589; 8.
Goran Ivanisevic (Yugoslavia) 1,637: 9. Jim Courier (US)
1.478; 10. Michael C (US) 1.426; 11. Emilio Sanches
(Spain) 1.375; 12. Michael Stich ) 1,329: 13. Jonas
Svensson (Sweden) 1.317; 14. Karel Novacek
(Czechoslovakia) 1,296; 15. Johan McEnroe (US) 1.2582: 16.
Hrad Gilbert (US) 1,208; 17. Andrei Cherkasov (Soviet Union)
1.208; 18. Goran Prpic (Yugoslavia) 1.171; 19.
Gustafsson (Sweden) 1.127: 20. Jakob Hlasek hm
1.098, .

: '
WITA's top 20 players
T PETERSBURG. Florida, May 30: Top 20 women's
3 singles players. according to rankings issued by the
- Women's Tennis Association on Sunday. reports

HLeT.

I. Monica Seles : 3. Steffl Oraf (Cermany); 3.
Gabriela Sabatini tina); 4. Martina Navratilova (US) 5.
Mary Joe Fernandez 6. Amtxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain):
7. Jana Novotna (Czechoslovakia); 8. Conchita Martinesz
(Spain): 8. Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere (Switzerland); 10. Zina
Garrison {US) 11. Jennifer Capriati (US) 12. Katerina Maleva
(Bulgaria):; 13. Helena Sukova (Czechoslovakia); 14. Nathalle
lauziat (France). 15. Lefla Meskhi (Soviet Union); 16. Natalia
Zvereva (Soviet Union); 17. Barbara Paulus (Austria); 18. Anke
Eub-er [[mUSI yi: 19. Judith Wiesner (Austria); 20. Amy
‘ragier
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