Dhaka, Friday, May 31, 1991

Ethiopia's Future

The t of Lt. Col. Mengistu Haille Mariam
from Ababa and the su uent fall of the
remnants of his discredited and dispirited

bro t one blood-stained chapter of
% ory to a close. The militarymen who
one of the world's est-surviving — and
less ed — monarchies through a cou
d'etat on September 12, 1974, proved incapa
of hnlln‘ﬂtha country’'s ethnic divisions.

Political adopted a revolutionary stance,
without 'gnlhn& - domination of the minority
ndee

Shoan trﬂ:;! : d. Ml;ngistltah sought hﬁ
perpetuate rule by exploiting the very tri

chasms which his essed Marxist ideo was
su to erase); the famines of 1986 and

1 exposed the regime to be as inept as the
previous one of Emperor Haile Selassie I; and
more than US$12 billion worth of Soviet aid was
wasted on futile war efforts.

At the end of it all, economic indicators, not
surprisingly, make a harrowing reading: gross
national product for a country of 48 million
people amounts to only U .74 billion, giving a
per capita income of US$120 per annum; average
growth has hovered around two per cent for

years.
Ethiopia's sufferings over the past decade and a
half is now to make it a focus of interna-
tional sympathy. The country's triumphant
alliance — the Ethiopian People's Revolu-
Democratic Front or EPRDF, is in a good

to put that good-will to constructive use.

The F has worked In close collaboration
with the Eritrean People's Liberation Front or
EPLF, which has f t since 1962 for Eritrean
peﬁ‘s to self-determination; the former
is committed to ending the Shoan domina-
tion of the munu;yﬁ which should go a long way

e

towards bﬂdfmﬁ ethnic divides.
The new leaders

of Ethiopia will now need
substantial foreign aid to set the country's econ-
omy on the road to recovery

. But there lies a
catch. Western nations and Japan are most un-
likely to extend any help unless EPRDF can prove
it really intends to out its earlier pledge to
initiate a process of democratisation by, first
sharing power with other groups o to the

us e, and then hol * free and fair
elections. Secondly, the rayan People's
Liberation Front or which is the largest and
most influential component of EPRDF, may have
tt;mgg:pt; its utﬂdenu& c&rmmltmtnt to c:;f:lt
P y, as a Aattrac western ;
uweﬂuwutﬂ;cwthcmnﬁ ential of the
existing urban educated elite and en-
trepreneurial class.

Introduction of political pluralism and a free

market are also likely to attract expatri-
ates, of who are highly educated, back to
the . The crucial question of food, which

may make or break the new dispensation., will
have to be approached with the utmost care,
putting emphasis on giving incentives to farmers
to and sell more of their produce.

ut the most rtant determinant of peace
and dem in iopia will remain the ques-
tion of \Eritrea. The left-wing EPLF, despite hav-

dn;g Yedyulca.l Eﬂntll:lly of the Redb?rc?crmwncc.fhas
sp exemp maturity raini rom
declaring independence. e

a if the EPRDF and its

It will E'eat
allies repeat o mm den the Eritrea-

ns the right to determine their own future. At the

same time, the Eritreans will no doubt be cons-
cious of the fact that Ethiopia's only outlet to the

sea runs through the Eritrean ports of Massawa
and Assab. A landlocked Ethiopia may well resem-
ble a lion in a cage, while an independent Eritrea
can easily slip into semi-colonial dependence on
the rich and powerful Arab peninsula across the
Red Sea. For security and prosperity of both, an
amiable, political solution has to be found,
through tion of each other's interests and
aspirations. The flight of Mengistu has provided
the best opportunity for dialogue in 30 years. The
world at e, particularly the United Nations
should help them along the path to peace.

Razing the Hills to Ground

No one in his senses would suggest that the
April 29 swoop on Chittagong had even remotely
been a retribution of sorts. It could very well be
thought that this was punishment for the resi-
dents of the city or their top people who dis-
played over decades a scant regard for the dic-
tates of nature and environment — the most re-
VO instance of which has for long been the
leve of the best features of that port city,
namely, its hills with their myriad of trees and
birds and what not. But no one, not even those
that had always opposed this suicidal yet popular
practice of selling the soil that comes of a hill's
demolition and promoting it as a gem of real
estate, has thought of that. For the disaster was
truly apoc tic in size and world moving in
tragedy and there was no wisdom in just bl
it on this or that. Plunder of nature

degeneration of environment have gone on in this

country without respite and over the years that
became one of the worst painful features specially
of Chittagong. And this has of course very loosely
been related to the spurt in the frequency of
natural visitations although never specifically to
the recent or the 1970 tidal bore.

As a single isolated act of vandalism on nature
and environment nothing perhaps can compare
to bulldozing a hill down to a playfield. Measures
were taken to stop it in the Chittagon
metropolitan area but holes were also duly fo
to circumvent those. There is no doubt, however,
that some inhibiting influence has been at work
lately there.

A news item appearing on Thursday however
dashes every hope of any early stoppage of this
evil job. A report in a vernacular newspaper says
that ‘f ofhﬂlsﬂlggallyls&ulngnnwithhn—

unity in the Sitakund area. Hills are specially
ing victimised in the Barabkunda and
Fau at areas. Hundreds of trucks are cease-
WOr: to move the earth that is coming

out wlthahthtld O‘{h these hills. :

This should stop. This must stop. How we don't
know. But we are certain that if the t quarters
in Dhaka decide firmly enough that this wouldn't
anymore be allowed to happen, this can stop to-
morrow. We want such a decision and without
delay. We know all right thinking people feel the

same.

Ev?nuch small thing is but a b
test governance, let there be no cnnfualojg
lhou!: that anywhere.

change h
the one-party and the
systems ? In the

present debate, many are
citing the fact of his half-way

ernment.

But such a move Zia would

| have meant the restoration of

the universally rejected one-
party system. the time
President Zia h bulilt the
BNP and gave it a popular base,
he was killed. It is an open
question what form of m-
ment he would have ultimately
settled for once he had reor-
ganised the BNP (he was
planning to do at that time)
and given the party the na-
tio grassroot base that he

was in the of doing.
'I‘heEnm:peﬂenum

one of a perverse presidential
form in which all legislative
and executive was con-
centrated in one hand,
inevitably leading towards an
autocratic system of m-
ment. Such a presidential form
h:s been rejected by the peo-
ple.

In deciding the most suit-
able form of government for us
it is important that we keep a
few lessons of our history very
clearly in mind. First, what-
ever others may say about our
illiteracy and the low level of
development, there is a re-
markable attachment to
democracy and f[reedom
among our people. Freedom ,
for us is not just a privilege of
the few, but a passion of the
many. Let not any leader doubt
it. Second, throughout the
Pakistani period whenever we

IME was when Australia
rode on the sheep's
back, when it could fix
the price of wool, its main
export, at will. Today, to kee
that price afloat, millions o
sheep are being slaughtered
around the country.
Meanwhile, down on Aus-
tralia’s wheat belt, confronted
with the lowest prices on
record, farmers are calculating
how much debt they can han-

dle to decide how much crop §

to plant.

A recent su commis-
sioned by the National Farmers
Federation shows that of Aus-
tralia's 120,000 farmers, 74
percent owe more than
A$225,000 (US$174000).
Most of these are grain grow-
ers who spend 20 percent o
their total income on interest
payments.

The turmoil in- the Soviet
Union, Eastern Europe and
China has dealt a heavy blow to
the Australian wool trade. The
Gulf crisis, particularly the
trade embargo against Iragq,
and the export subsidy bat
between the United States and
the European Community have
seriously jeopardised Aus-
tralia’s lucrative wheat trade.

With a 80 percent share of
the world market, Australian
wool producers through the
Australian Wool Corpo
(AWC) were able to set wool
prices at historically high

levels in 1988 and 1989, by
the use of the reserve price
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Letters for publication in

Pseudonyms are accepted.
address

as second
language

Sir, | want to put the follow-
ing few lines in support of in-
troduction of English as second

and for repeal of Act Il
of 1987. We want to become
bilingual for obvious reasons.

After independence there
was a cry for introduction of
Bangla in all walks of life, as a
result high-ups of the society
started to send their wards to
foreign countries for their ed-
ucation in English medium. But
they compelled the rural people
to educate their wards in Bangla
medium. The situation further
worsened when Ershad did
everything for his cheap
popularity and ultimately drove
the last nail in the coffin by
enacting Act Il of 1987
(Introduction of Bangla Act). On
the other hand. among others,
Sk. Hasina too seemed to have
followed Ershad in demanding
education in Bengali medium
only. But her wards are s
in Noinital. India. while
Ershad's son is a student of
American International School
(for - foreigners). What a

!

Taking advantage of this si-
tuation teaching of English
language has become a good

!

in ur of the par-
Hamentary. It was so in the fa-
mous 2}-point programme of
the United Front in ‘54, in the
aborted 1966 constitution of
Pakistan, in the 6-point pro-
gramme (which was a party
at the outset but

aum: a pro

peopie of East . strug-

for autonomy); and finally
in 11-point programme of
students. workers and peas-
ants, that gaivanised the na-
tional struggle in 1969 and
was a precursor of our libera-

mlto':rplul with the above ex-

of the

" periences of the 60s and 70s.

there is also the experience of
the 80s, especially in our own
region that must also be taken
note of. Sri Lanka, which was a
parliamentary democracy all
along has now turned to the
presidential. Pakistan, after
the parliamentary form intro-
duced by Bhutto following the
birth of Bangladesh. has turned
to the military tailored quasi
presidential form set up by
General Ziaul Huq This system
rovides for an active Prime
ter, but the real power

with the President, as
had recently seen in the
he dismissed the elected
ment of Benazir Bhutto.
India was a bastion of stable
parliamentary democracy. But
recent history showed that its
stability was not so much due
tp the n form but
more because of hold of
Congress over the electoral
process. Now that this hold
has weakened, the whole sys-
tem is coming under question.
Will Indian system be as stable
as before with a fragmented
body politic?

It is with this mixed bag of
experiences that we face the
question of choosing our own
form of government. The
choices are three: a) maintain
status — a choice that nuns
the risk of being dubbed as
autocratic and has been
rejected by the people: b) opt

Australia

11

3

For this system
France and the US as

Minister has
have
points. [t de-
people. She is
right to a point. Yes, like ev-
erything else in the

mnhmwm

The Third View

quently its socialist moorings
and finally its secular features
were removed. All these
changes were brought about.
first by an unthinking pariia
mentary majority and later
thropgh martial law proclama-
tions. executive fiats or
through questionable proce
dures in parllaments elected
through voterless elections.
We forgot that “The

by Mahfuz Anam

the people who run it. Yet the
reverse impact, of systems on

the people 1s not ing
that any tical mlp

should underrate. As Thomas
Jefferson said: "“Government is
a creature of the Constitution.”
If it provides for open. ac-
countable and representative
government than it has less
likelthood of oppressing the

Surprised all
people. But {f the Constitution
itsclf contains the seeds of au-
tocracy, then the likelthood of
its occurrence multiplies.
Constitution is the highest
law of the land and is supposed
to be almost permanent. But in
our case just think of the bat-

Constitution of a country is not
an act of its government, but of
the people constituting a gov-
ernment.” (Thomas Pain). In
contrast we have been going
about as if governments make
the constitution.

At this stage it is perhaps
pertinent to ask the question,
why our '72 constitution suf-
fered from so many amend-

Halflway change

ments and why have our peo-
ple been relatively so indiffer-
ent about them ? Well the ob-
vious answer {s that they were
done in a way not to involve
the people. However there
perhaps is an additional factor
Could it have been that there

Farmers and Sheep Fight for

ration |

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
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tions must bear the writer's real

scheme (RPS).

This scheme guarantees a

minfmum reserve or floor

- the AWC was holding
| and BRying over 88 pereent of

the AWC

Kalinga Seneviratne writes from Sydney

The troubles besetting Australia's wool and
wheat trade have driven grain farmers to
bankruptcy and forced the slaughter of 11

million sheep.

| price for wool sold at auctions.

in Australia. Under RPS, the
AWC buys wool which fails to
attract the floor price and

i stores in until the market im-

proves, when it is re-offered.
The floor price which went

' up to 1,200 cents a kg during

the peak was reduced to 700
cents in 1990. By mid-1990,
3,065

the bales offered for sale.
Thus, at the end of 1990,

proposed reducing
Australia's sheep flock from
175 to 125 million, through a
drastic sheep  slaughter
. scheme.
The stock reduction
scheme — suspended on

March 1 due to lack of funds —

has already resulted In the

slaughter of 11 million sheep.
The AWC pays farmers six

for young and two Australian

dollars (US$1.55) for old
sheep which are registered for
slaughter.

In February, the f[ederal
government decided to sus-
pend the 17-year-old RPS until
Jun 30 in a desperate bid to
spur buyer demand and main-
tain Australia’'s three billion
Australian dollars (US$2.3 bil-
lion) a year wool exports.

The price of wool has
dropped to around 450 cents a
kg since the auctions resumed
on Feb 25, according to an
AWC spokesperson.

Meanwhile, the wheat
farmers, the other pillar of the
Australian economy, are ques-
tioning the value of Australia's
alliance with the United
States,

The most conservative
segment of the Australian
electorate, the farmers are

.Auutralian dollars (US$4.65)

e

these columns should be

However, all communica-
name, signature and
N : .

business in Bangladesh. E“\;crjr-
day we see advertisemenits in

‘the daily newspapers alluring

the prospective students to
take admission in this or that
institution/tutorial home for
studying English and thus to
achieve ' sort of superior-
ity over others.

The recent report submitted
by Public Service Commission
(PSC) before the parliament is
an eye opener for the Education
Ministry and others. PSC report

s that the undc;pﬂvﬂegod
job seckers obtained 75 per
cent of the jobs in 1982 —
students coming from rural

unds got 69 per cent of
the jobs — which has come
down to 37 per cent in 1988-
89. In the case the students
with urban unds, the
percentage was 31 in 1982
which has increased upto 63
per cent in 1988-89. -

The reason is well know to
us. In urban areas was
not discarded but is was rather
shunned in the rural areas.

We need a Sir Syed Ahmed
to restart. English s lingua
franca, the sooner we realize
this the better it will be for us.

M. Saleem Ullah.
Advocate,
77, Motijheel C/A., Dhaka.

Chittagong port

Sir, | suppose whoever
viewed and listened to the BTV
interview of the Shipping
Minister May 23 night on op-
eration of Chittagong port after
the unprecedented devastation,
have the feeling of an efficient
ministry, who have really done a
yeoman's job.

But at the same time people
around the spot have been
shocked to find the honourable
Minister, once being a senfor
bureaucrat, has lapsed to men-
tion the name of Chittagong
Port Authority, who have done
an unbelievable job to put the
port in action. Facts remain all
along there and everybody ex-
pects proper appreciation,
which not only encourages good
performance but also stimulates
it.

Gholam Muquit
Dhala,

An appeal to PM

Sir, It was a remarkable step
that the government made
orders to provide two months'
salary in advance to those class-
II1 and class-IV
government employees who
belong to the cyclone hit areas.
But, no such decision has yet
been taken regarding class-|
and and class-Il category
officers belonging to the
ravaged regions. Whereas most
of them hfﬁ from the middle
class families they are too shy to
stand in queue for relief or even
to express their grievances.
Resultantly, they are facing
tremendous hardships even

starvation and many major
problems. They too, have

category -

become destitutes.

Hence, it is our ardent ap-
peal to the honourable Prime
Minister and to the concerned
authorities to kindly grant
similar salary advance or at least
an easy conditional loan of
equivalent amount for this
section of suffering humanity.

Subochan Chowdhury I

Sonali Bank, Dhaka.
Campus violence

Sir, Although sad, nowadays
it has become a daily lealure to
hear about a campus violence.

This is true of any university in
the country.

There was a time when
Dhaka University was known as
“the Oxford of the east.” The
standard of education was quite
high, and the students enrolled
were more involved in their
studies. However, by saying this
| do not want to undermine
politics, rather | want to point
out that being student members
of any political party should
help them understand politics.
In other words,. it should be a
training time for them to take
up future leadership.

Unfortunately, in recent
times what we observe is that
being a member of the students’
wing of any political party
means clashing with each other
with deadly weapons and
resulting in atality.

Hence, it 18 our earnest re-
quest to the relevant authori-
ties, to political leaders and to
the university administration

and students alitke — please
stop this violence. Where
there's will, there's way |
Tawfiq Rahim,

Malibagh, Dhaka.

o it were all
elected to us in a totally
different context. This differ
ence did not appear to have
been very important at that
time But in retrospect per-
haps we were
casuall as we are being now)
Maybe in the euphoria of
victory we forgot many things
and took many other things for
granted

For exampile. if |
four. we had put only
principle — democracy
our original Constitution. then
we would have been

tead of
basic

socialist programme may win
and in another the very oppo-

site. So why put it in a docu-
ment which is supposed to be
permanent 7 [t is obvious now
that the formulators of the
1972 Constitution had misread
the public mind about the
place of Islam in the
Constitution, again necessitat-
ing amendments later

The lesson to learn from it
all s that if the Constitution is
o pass the test of time. then it
must reflect the genuine aspi-
rations of the people and not
that of the party tin power of
the day. It was the thinking of
the ruling p.rtij in the early
70s that made for most of the
intellectual input into the '72
Constitution. This is not to
downplay the rtance of
the 1972 Constitution. On the
contrary in terms of its demo-
cratic character it is a magnifi-
cent document. But along with
democracy it brought in other
things which. perhaps. were
neither necessary nor reflec:
tive of the popular aspiration.

In deciding the form of

government we must remem-
ber that neither the presiden-
tial nor the parliamentary sys-

Survival

suggesting that US bases
in Australia should be used as a
bargaining chip to stop US-
subsidised wheat being
dumped into Australia's tradi-
tional and lucrative Middle
East markets.

In 1989-1990, 53 percent
of Australia’'s 10.86 million
tonnes of wheat exports went
to the Middle East. The trade
is worth over one million Aus-
tralian dollars (US$775,000)
to the Australian economy,

Egypt accounted for 17
percent of the market, Iran 16
percent and Iraq 13 percent
When Australia joined the

trade embargo st lraq, a
large market was thus lost.

The United States is re-
portedly trying to sell its sub-
sidised wheat to six countries
which bought half of Australia's

wheat exports last year,
including the Soviet Union and
EgyptL

One Australian study has
estimated the US subsidics
have cost Australian wheat
[armers as much as A$336
million (US$million) in 1987

on iIssue There have been

Whichever way we go we
must go unitedly. As we have a
na consensus on democ-
racy and the role of the par-
Hament, so also there must be
a national consensus on the
form of government. It should
not be a partisan decision.
The only criterion of judging
this issue is not what the party
we belong to stands for: but
what the NATION NEEDS.

and 1988 alone.

Cmmenting in The Aus-
tralian’ newspaper, columnist
Richard Farmer said, “our al-
lies in the Gulf are our ene-
mics down on the farm.”

Wheat prices have fallen
from AS8185 (US$143) a tonne
in 1988-198B9 to AS115
(US$89) for the recent crop.
Wheat farmers carry the bur-
den of A811 billion (US$8.5
billion) rural sector debt to fi-
nancial institutions.

In March, the federal -
ernment rejected a call
the wheat industry for a guar-
anteed price scheme of A$150
(US$116) a tonne for the
coming season.

"The grains industry is be-
ing driven into the ground at
the hands of the trea-
suries of the United States and
the European Community and
the government has refused to
defend it against this subsidy
war,” said Aandrew Iglis, the
president of the Gains Council
of Australia.

The council, the wheat in-
dustry's representative body,
has predicted that the deci-
sion will cut planting by a third
next season, thus cutting Aus-
tralia's export revenues
A8750 million (US$581 mil-
lon). — IPS

OPINTON

Power Prospects

substantially engulfed rest of

Petroleum happens to be
the most rful matter on
carth lately. The ty has
blessed the Middle East
deserts (a small portion of the
planet) with the lion share of
the earth's total oil reserve,
and nobody could tmagine dnly
hall a century that this
natural object would be one
the most sought after things
[as an essential commodity to
the civilized man) at this age of
ailing ecosystem.

Essential to the advanced
societies now-a-days is this
viscous substance, popular
known as oil, which is virt
rcsponsible for the develop-
ment of ultra:modern ameni-
ties available today. Rapid
western industrialization and
transportation system con-
tributing to scientific lifestyle
would not be possible had this
natural resource not been uti-
lzed technically.

Redundant to mention the
power of ofl, in this late twen-

| teth century when the face of

the earth is being reshaped
fast with the advanced techno-

logical, economic, social, and
political order — locally, na-
tionally, ly. and -
ally, oil has directly n
linked to the most | nt
means of present cost for liv-
ing economic

Power Struggle : .
the ofl, rather Petro-Gold,
assumed the pivotal position in
many recent international

power s . the Kuwait
problem justifies such an ob-
servation that covers

the military and /or
manocuvres ol all the super
powers as well as other con-
cerned nations worldwide.
Without any conltroversy,
the impact of Kuwail issue has

the world as a consequence of
hun?r:d oil production and |
supply against demands gener-
ating the ri effects on the
economies of all other coun-
tries. Alongwith the rich
countries, the poor ones are
worse affected because of their
financial limitations to afford
expensive substitutes, which in
turn mull.lﬁlj the miseries of
LDCs suffering from the
Bangladeshi Efforts: Accept-
ing the realities, "necessity is
the mother of invention”
should be the right move for
LDC esh. Although a
racticable alternative o ofl
Ll yet to be invented or de-
veloped in this country, some
efforts to that end had
been made in the past
encouraging results, while the
developed counitries have pro-
gressed o a extent over
the past few decades in the
encrgy fleld, The experimenis
on Liquid Gas, Solar Power,
Hydro Power, Wind Power,
Synthetic Oil, Electronic Cells,
and Atomic or artificial Power
source have been sul-
cessful mostly in devel-
oped countries with steadily
consumptions in

variable proportions.
Bangladesh has ap-
preciable successes in
electricity, concen

and solar for

uses o date. If her
demands can be sup-

plied with economically pro-
duced domestic substitutes,
will then be able 0

make her way toward a sell-re-
liant nation sooner.

M. Rahman
Mymensingh.



