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Delhi gave Tamils huge quantities
of plastic explosw :LTTE

5 between Gandhi and
emw Kasi Anandan had led to
relationship between

Htw Delhi and the Tigers, the
Hindu newspaper reported.

Therelore, the LTTE had no
reason to kill him,
Krishnakumar told the
Madras-based newspaper in a
telephone interview from his
Londen home.

The LTTE is seen as one ol
the key suspects in the assas-
sination of Gandhi by a power-
ful explosive carried by a
woman suspected of being a
Sri Lankan, the LTTE has de-
nied killing Gandhi.

Krishnakumar,

Dhaka-bound

British plane

landing in Bombay

BOMBAY, May 20: It was a
high tension drama at the
Sahar International Terminal
of the Bombay Airport here
yesterday as a Dhaka bound
British Airways flight with 44
passengers and 18 crew made
two emergency landings alter
take-ofl following engine fire
‘wamnings, reports PTI1.

Airport sources said the
Boeing 747 from London took
off at 1305 hours, but returned
at 1334 hours after the flight
commander reported an
engine fire warning. The flight
then took off at 1630 hours but
again returned at 1655 hours
following a second engine fire
warning.

While it was a harrowing
time for the passengers, full
emergency measures were de-
clared at the airport for the
safe landing of the plane on fts

second descentl. The aircralt
remained grounded till further

without

blaming anyone else for the
May 21 murder, also implicitly
linked rival Tamil rebel groups
and Colombe with Gandhi's
slaying in Sriperupmpudur
tewn in India's Tamil Nadu

state.

The Sri Lankan ment
was anxious about Indo-Sri
Lankan ment being re-

vived il Rajiv Gandhi were to
return to power in general
elections now postponed to
June, the daily quoted him as
saying.

He added that the Indian
government had previously
supplied large quantities of
plastic explosives to all Sri
Lankan Tamil groups and that
other groups did not get an
opportunity to use them in the
battlefield.

New Delhi is known to have
trained and harboured Sir
Lankan Tamil militant groups
until July 1987 when it singed
a pact with Colombo under
which thousands of Indian
troops were sent to the island
to crush Tami! separatism.

The troops fought a bloody
bush war with the Tigers for
over two years, and the accord
died a virtual death after the
LTTE disowned it and
Colombo asked New Delht to

Priyanka invited
to join Youth
Congress

KOTTAYAM May 29: Priy-
anka Gandhi, daughter of the
assassinated former Prime
Minister and the Congress (I)
President, iv Gandhi, has
been invit to join the
Indian National Youth Con-
gress, reports PTIL.

Talking to journalists here,
the Youth Congress (I) Presi-
dent, Ramesh Chennithala,
said he had already written a
letter to Ms Priyanka requi-
sition her to join the party.

Asked whether she would
also decline to accept the offer
as her mother who refused to
take over the mantle of the
party leadership after her hus-
band's assassination, Chenni-
thala said he did not think so.

He said he was hopeful that
she would accept the offer and
join the youth movement at
the carlier.

Hl.lIl er Stl‘lke . fOl" Soma

politictan

said he planncd 1o launch a limited hunger

strike to demand that Sonia Gandhi succeed her slain
husband as President of the Congress (I) party, reports AFP

from New Delhi.

The Press Trust of India (PTI)

quoted Era Anbarasu as say-

ing he would being a daily dawn-to-dusk fast Wednesday in
Madras, capital of Tamil Nadu state, where Rajiv Gandhi was
assassinated in a bomb blast a weck ago.

Anbarasu, a former MP, said the [talian-born Gandhi should
assume charge of the Congress (I) "in the interest of the na-
tion as well as to protect the party's unity.”

"Mrs Gandhi alone could fill the vacuum created by the
heinous killing of Gandhi,” he said in a statement, and urged

the 44-year
ical juncture.”

4 new AIDS patients in Ja

Four new AIDS patients and 17 new carriers were

-old widow to lead the Congress Party at this crit-

iagnosed

in Japan in March and April, raising the number of known

AIDS

patients to 378 and carriers to 1,656, Health and

Welfare Ministry officials said Wednesday, AFP from Tokyo

report.

Of the 17 new carriers of the Hiv Virus nine were women
including seven Thais in their 20s who worked in the enter-

tainment industry, they said.

One Japanese man died of AIDS (Acquired Immune

Defictency
171 people

ndrome) during the two-month period, a total of
ve died of the fatal disease since Japan's first

AIDS patient was diagnosed in March 1985, they said.

New talks on Moza.mbl

The government of Mozambique and
civil war have taken a step
beginning to discuss terms of a full

year-long

e conflict:

s fighting a 14-
furmm:l in talks by
political and military

settlement, mediators said Tuesday, reports AP from Rome.
Negotiators for both sides signed an agreement on the

agenda, then met privately for about an hour to begin the po-

litical and military talks.

Mediators said the negotiations were expected to resume

Wednesday moming.

The talks have been held s

the mediators recently war
danger of stalling.

radically since last July and
that the negotiations were in

Both sides agreed to discuss proposals to achieve a cease-
fire, guarantees of free elections and a plan for the return of

more than 1 million refugees.

Yemen to house 4,000 Ethiopians:

Yemen has begun setting up camps to house up tu 4,000
Ethiopian sailors who have sought refugee in the country
since fleeing Ethiopia at the weekend official sources said in

Sanaa Tuesday, reports AFP.

A total of 11 warships including frigates and vesscls

equipped with missile launchers, arrived at the Yemeni port
of Mukha, on the Red Sea, on Sunday, Foreign Minislcr

Abdelkarim al-lriani said.

Meanwhile 600 French troops returming to France have
been diverted to Djibouti to join the 4,000 troops already
helping the authorities there to cope with an influx of around

12,000 Ethiopian refugees.

Y'slavians fail to appo

int President :

Yugoslavia's leaders failed in their latest bid to appoint a

President on Tuesday when crisis talks collapsed
-man state presidency refused to attend,

members of the eight
reports Reuter from

because lour

Kosovcv province uununnned the other seven presidcncy
members to a meeting to try to fill a power vacuum that has

paralysed the presidency the h st state body
Yugoslavia without a president or

_two weeks.

and Icft
of its army for almost

But Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegoving and Macedonai

ignored the talks because they

the President although

say Croatia's stripe mastic is

Serbia and its allies blocked his ap-

pointment by a usually automatic rotation system on May 15.

take back its soldicrs.

The last of the troops,
known as the Indian [PPeace
Keeping Force (IPKF) returned
home in March 1990, four
months aflter Gandhi Jlost
power in general elections.

Krishnakumar said Gandhi
had told Anandan at their 45
minute meeting that he would
do whatever was sible 1o
mitigate the hardships of Sri
Lanka's minority Tail commu
nity.

He added that the mecling,
which remained unpublicised
until the assassination, had the
blessings of LTTE Velupillal
Prabhakaran, who is directing
the Tamil homeland campaign
in Sri Lanka.

As far as the LTTE is con
cerned, there is no justifica
tion for the LTTE to have

inimical feelings towards Rajiv
Gandhi, he added. The LTTE

" has never interfered in Lhe lo

cal politics of India

So there was no room for ...
Rajiv Gandhi to entertain any
inimical feelings towards the
LTTE and vice versa. Alter the
withdrawal of the IPKF, the re-

lationship between Rajiv
Gandhi and the LTTE was built
step by step.

"Therefore, there cannot be
any connection between the
LTTE and this murder®, he
added, in the most exhaustive
denial of the guerilla group's

. links with the assassinations.

Krishnakumar, who lost a
leg in a grenade attack.in
March 1987, told The Hindu
that anyone could have killed
Gandhi.

hLLAHABAD [lndm}: R.uhul Gnndhl son uf limn Rajiv

Gandhi,

immerses the ashes

of hm father at the

confluence of the Ganges and the Yamuna, the two rivers
holiest to religious Hindus at the northern Indian city of
Allahabad May 28. Italian-born mother Sonia Gandhi (L)
and Sister Priyanka (R) are helping in the ritual.

—AFP photo

They're living in fools' paradise : Azad
Congress hands stability plan

- to BJP on a platter : Advani

NEW DELHI, May 29 :
Indians returned their atten-
tion to electoral poli-
tics suspended for a week by
Rajiv Gandhi's shock assassina-
tion, as the main contenders
for power warmed up for a re-
newed campaign, reports AFP.

"The two main rivals of
Gandhi's Congress (I) appealed
to the nation to reject his or-
phaned party which was
grouping in search of an

acceptable successor to its
slain leader.

Hindu

The revivalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP,
Indian People ). regarded
as the Congress (I)'s main op-

ponent said it was the sole
guarantor of stability and na-
tional unity left after Mr

Gandhf's slaying,

BJP leader Lal Krishna
Advani sald the Congress (I)
had handed the stability plan
to the BJP on a platter, be-
cause of its inept and clumsy
handling of the succession is-
sue.

He ruled out prospects of
the Congress (I) benefitting in
the second and third rounds of
balloting, set for June 12 and
15, because of the voters sym-
pathy for Gandhi.

Sympathy is not transfer-
able to a party, Advani said
adding that following Gandhi's
death the Congress (I) was on
the verge of breaking up.

Congress (I) General
Secretary Ghulam NABI Azad
said the BJP and the National
Front-Left Front were "living in
a fool's paradise” if they hoped
Gandhi's death would cause his

- mother

party to break up

He said the Cungress M 's
leadership issue would be re-
solved at the meeting of its
highest decision making body,
the working committee, here
today.

Senior Congress (I) leader
and former Foreign Minister
P.V. Narasimha Rao has
emerged as the-most probable
candidate for ty President
in case Mrs. Gandhi refused to
be persuaded to fill her hus-
band's shoes.

Rao, who will be 70 next
month, is a veteran politician
and was a close associate of
both Mr Gandhi and his
and predecessor
Indira who was killed by two
Sikh bodyguards in 1984.

Indians are to elect 114
MPs on June 12 and 189 on
June 15,

of land scam
charge

KARACHI, May 29: The hus-
band of Pakistani oppeosition
lcader Benazir Bhutto was ac
quilted today of involvement in
a land scam. but remains in jail
on other charges. reports
Reuter.

Asif Al Zardari was char-
ged with abett Syed Qaim
Ali Shah, Chief Minister of
Sind province during Bhutto's
rule, to sell 37 acres at a loss
to the government of 220
millon rupees (10 million

dollars). He pleaded not gufity

Sessions Judge Ghouse [Jux
said the tion could net
make a case against Zardari.

Bhutto supporters outside

the court greeted the acquittal
with use .

Earlier this month another
courf acquilted Zardari and
others of fixing unsecured
loans worth 6.4 milllon dollars
while Bhutte was Prime
Minister.

The Duily Star 5

Zardari acquitied | Tamil Tigers involved

in killing : Swamy

LONDON, May 29 ' indias
Law and Justice Minister said
on Tuesday the government
was sure the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) were
invoived in the assassination of
former Prime Mintsicr Rafiv
Gandhi, reports Reuter.
“There s no doubt In our
minds that all leads point In
onc direction — that it s
members of the LTTE in coop-
eration with some groups in
Tamifl Nadu.” Subramaniam
Swamy told Britain's channel
four television news.
Gandhi was killed by a bomb
on May 21 as he was garlanded
with flowers al an election
rally in Sriperampudur, 40 km
(25 miles)] from Madras, the
state capital of Tamil Nadu.
"The only guestion is
whether the actual order came
from the LTTE supremo or any
of his commanders or if) it is
some of the rogue elements in
the LTTE who are now more
or less on thﬂr won”, Swamy

the

less
than five or six who
were in one way or ol her
connecied with this assassin’
he said

Minister Chandra Shekhar

Rajiv's woman assassin still

mysterious to inv

MADRAS, May 29 : A week
aflter the assassination of
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, investigators know in
detail how the killing was car-
ried out and even have the as-
sassin’'s picture.

But they have little clse, re
ports AP.

They have yet to identify

the young woman who deto-
nated explostves attached to

her waist, killing Gandhi and
16 other people. Nor have they

progress in finding any
accomplices.

"Our work is going to carry
on a long time,” wm offi-
cer.

Gandhi was killed at a
21 election rall in
Sriperampudur, a small town
40 kilometers (25 miles)
southwest of the southern city
of Madras in Tamil Nadu state.

A photograph of the woman,
taken from the film of an ama-
teur video photographer, was
published in a local newspaper
last week. She was short, had
the dark complexion and fea-
tures of an ethnic Tamil, and
wore steel-rimmed eyeglasses.

She wore an o and
green salwar-kameez, a loose
trouser and shirt outfit. Police
discovered it was bought two
days before the killing in the
town of Ponnamallee, about 10
kilometers (6 .miles) from
Sriperampudur.

The shopkeeper remem-
bered selling the dress be-
cause the woman who bought
it was at least a size . The
purchaser told him the dress
was for a friend arriving from
Sri Lanka, said officers who
spoke on condition they were
not identified.

Witnesses said the suicide
bomber visited Sriperampudur
at least five hours before

Rebels tighten grip on Addis

Ababa, assume power

LONDON, May 29: Ethiopia
main rebel group assumed in-
terim power after US brokered
peace talks in London and
promised democratic elections
within one year, reports
Reuter,

The leader of the Ethiopian
People’'s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF),
Mecles Zenawl pledged to talk
to other rebels no later than
July 1 to try to form a provi-
sional government.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for African Afflairs

ADDIS ABAB&. Ethmpmn Pﬂrﬂple 8 Revulutlnnar_f Demﬂcranc Front (EPRDF) rebels pumde
through downtown Addis Ababa May 28 on top of a captured Ethiopian Army tank following

Herman Conhen announced
the accord in London on
Tuesday warning that
American aid depended on a
transition to democracy in
Ethiopia.

No democracy, no coopera-
tion, he told reporters who
asked about the Marxist lean-
ings of some of the Ethiopian
rebels.

Rebel tanks blasted their
way into Addis Ababa at dawn

on Tuesday, toppling the rem-
nants of a Marxist ?twemmt
whose 17 year rule brought

. their offensive against government troops in the Ethiopian capital.

Ethiopia war and famine.
Rebels effectively control
the country but officials in
neighbouring Djibout said
thousands of Ethiopian troops
who fled there after Asab Port
fell to rebels last Saturday
were moving back to Ethiopia
to regroup in the east of the
country. ~
Meles, 36, said ousled
rulers who had committed war
crimes would face trial and
famine relief would get top

priority.
The EPRDF is a rcgional-

—AFP photo

based alliance which has not
shaken off all its Marxist
Leninist ideology. But it says it
wants a multi- transitional
government leading to free
elections.

The Eritrean " People's
Liberation Front (EPLF), fight-
ing since the 1970s for inde-
pendence for the Red Sea
province of Eritrea, and the
Oromo Liberation Front (OLF),
which is secking autonomy,
wcre also at the London talks.

But the shape of any futurce
FEihiopian government alfler
FTuesday's meeting was [ar
from clear,

Expulsion of US
cnvoy to Pakistan
demanded

ISLAMABAD, May 29: A
former cabinet minister on
Tuesday called for the expul-
sion from Pakistan of US
Ambassador Robert Oakley, ac-
cusing him of interfering in
domestic allairs because of
comments he made to busi-
ness leaders, reports AP.

The statement was made
last Thursday at a Chamber of
Commerce meeting in
Pakistan's ancient eastern city
ol Lahore.

"You must join with your

ernment in telling mem-

rs of the National
not to play politics with
Pakistan's future,” Oakley told
chamber members.

His statement caused a
furor in Pakistan. One newspa-
per editorial, titled “"Viee-
Regal Tradition”, co us

ssadors in Pakistan to
British colonial rulers.

Zahid Sarfraz, who was In
the cabinet last years said
Oakley was interfering in do-
mestic aflairs and demanded
the government to expel him,
according to several newspa-

per reports.

Gandhi arrived, along with a
man and a teen-aged girl.
Police also are looking for a

man who as a journalist
al the rally. They suspect he
may have been part of a backup

team if the primary plan went
wrong.

The man had hired a pho-
tographer, a Madras-based
free-lancer, to cover the rally.
The blast killed the photogra-
pher, .who police say was
known to hm done propa-
ganda work for Sri Ln.nr.:
rebels in the past.

Police speculated about
other connections with the

type of explosives used
is in the arsenal of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamdil
Eelam, the militia fighting for
a Tamil homeland in Sri Landa.

The Tigers, battle-hardened
guerillas, are the only militia-
men in the region with the
weapons sophistication match-
ing the bomb that killed
Gandhi, the investigators said.

Oft the Record

VP's mansion nearly
firetrap: Marilyn

WASHINGTION: Marflyn Quayle said Tucsday the vice pres-
idential mansion is a great place to live, but is showing its age

and borders on being a

“We've had a few [ires,”
Mrs. Quayle said in an inter-
view on CNN.

"We redid the third foor
so that our children could
have bedrooms,” she said.
"And when they took the
light fixtures down and the
sln;thﬂ duh-:n where our

ughter been sleepin
it was all charred around hg:r
lights and the timbers were
all warm to the touch.

"Are you living in a fire-
trap?” asked interviewer
Frank Sesno.

"Well, | have a

Despile its problems, the
vice president’'s wife said the
century-old mansion on the
grounds of the Naval
Observatory is "a hotse.
it's a beautiful old house. It's
charming. It's very much an
American home.”

But, she added, "There nn:
some things that need to be
takern care of as

, reports AP.

they have to with all nh:lcr homes.”

The Quayles also have wondered whether the water supply

in their official home could have any

link to the fact both

President George Bush and his wife, Barbara, suffer from

Graves' discase, a

aflment. The Bushes lived in the

vice presidential mansion for eight years.

A]thuugh Graves' disease isn't conlagious, some experts
suggest that germs or other environmental factors may trig-
ger such auto-immune disorders among those who are genet-

ically susceptible.

Mrs Quayle said the White House physician ordered the
waler supply tested and also has ordered “all sorts of tests on

not just our water su

, ut we do have asbestos in the

house, and they're going to test, my understanding is, all our

air conditioning and heating.”

A bonus for Liz

NEW YORK: A supermarket tabloid has apologised 1o ac-
tress Elizabeth Taylor and given her a cash settlement for re-
porting that she was suicidal, had a deadly disease and drank
alcohol while at a hospital, Taylor's spokeswoman said on

Tuesday, Reuter reports.

Spokeswoman Chen Sam said the parties had

that

the terms of the settlement which ends a 20-million-dollar
lawsuit brought against the National Enquirer by Taylor would

remain confidential.

An Enquirer spokesman was not immediately available for

comment.
The New York Post

quoted sources as

the amount

Taylor would receive was one of the largest libel settlements

"in memory.”

Taylor sued the paper nine months ago saying that an ar-

ticle it published in June 1990 repo
condition and activities at a Los

According

rted erroncously on her

Angles hospital.
to Chen Sam, the Enquirer published its article

in good faith but discovered it was inaccurale after gaining
access to Taylor's medical records.
Taylor said in a statement, " fcel complelely vindicated.”

An missed opportunity:
former Sen Fulbright

ATESVILLE (Arkansas):

Former US Sen. J. Willlam

Fulbright says the United States missed an opportunity to
defeat Iraq economically while getting Iragi troops out of

Kuwait. That could have been done, he
instead of force, reports AP,

tional economic embargo

says, with an interna-

Fulbright was one of the early opponents of the Vietnam

War.

“It's the first time | can imagine in history that it could
have worked,” the former chairman of the Senate Foreign

Relations Commiitice says.

"It would take a while, six months,

may be a year, but we woulkdn't have destroyed so much.”

Pulbright,

in town last weekend to reccive an honorary

doclorate of law from Arkansas Enlhgr sald the United

States will have to pay to rebufld |

nndﬂllh:hdllrr

sponsible for the deaths of thousands o
.mrnrumuputu-mdnn lnt hmnmc we're a big
country

did it.” he said



