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Dhaka Day by Day

We want to help Bang-
ladesh consolidate its
infrastructure, says
the new Japane-
se ambassador
Toshio Saiki
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Article

Can our leadership co-
nvert the enterprise of
the people and the na-
tional sentiments into
a meaningful recons-
truction programme ?
Do we have the vision
and courage w look
beyond a very tra-
ditional type of
rehﬂblhtatmn

| programme !
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International

Rajiv Gandhi's ashes
were committed to In-
dia's sacred rivers Tu-

esday in Hindu rites

to ensure peace
for his soul
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Development

| Breastfed infants have
a better nutritional st-
atus, and thus less
risk of death from
diarrhoea
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Government will rein-
troduce Exchange Rate
Fluctuation Absorpti-
on Scheme to protect
borrowers from
depreciation
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NEWS BRIEFS

Riyadh warns
Hajis

RIYADH, May

28 : The

A girl, Kulsum (11), was
killed in a road mishap near
Gulistan Tuesday n'nrnmg The
girl was crushed under a
BRTC bus when she fell down
from a rickshaw which was hit
by the speeding bus, police
said. Kotwali police seized the
bus but the driver was ab-
sconding, reports UNB.

Yugoslav crisis
~ talks foiled

BELGRADE, May 28

'f?nlmh*n leaders failed in a
to appoint a President to-
day when crisis talks colla
because four members of the
eight-man presidency stayed
away. Kosovo province sum-
moned the other seven presi-
dency members to a meeting
to try to fill a power vacuum,
reports Reuter,

Oil tanker
catches fire

OSLO, May 28 : An oil
tm:ﬂmr carrying 32 was
rocked by an explosion and
caught fire off the African
coast of Angola, rescue authori-
ties based here said Tuesday.
The Summer, a Bermuda —rr.g
istered tanker, was cag?n
about 1.9 million barrels of oil,

reports AP,
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Political groups decide to hold free elections in one year

Add1s Ababa falls to rebels

ADDIS ABABA, May 28
Rebel ﬁghttr: ook over

m—chymtllkm a US me-
diator said the main rebél

group would assume control of
the capital pending the forma-
tion of a broad transitional

isc elections within a year.
The US mediator said
expected them to refrain from
wholesale and move
ﬂzwmmn*m

The palace battle ended
about three'hours after it be-
gan but was followed by
widespread gun and rocket

fire that tapered off throughout'

the day.

Government soldiers at the
headquarters of the Ethiopian
Ground Forces, on the city's
southwestern edge, were
overwhelmed in a fireflight that
last about 30 minutes.

By midafliernoon, the city
was relatively calm and rebels

were moving to centrol loeting
by dﬂtruummnt sol-
diers, police and some
young armed civilians .

The city fell exactly a week
after the country's Marxist
President, Mengistu Haile
Mariam, resigned and fled to

Zimbabwe after a string of
rebel victories that brought his
foes (o the capilal's gales
Mengistu had ruled the cast
Alrican nation of 51 million
pef for 17 years, propped
up Soviet military aid that
began drying up two years ago.
Thousands of rebels en-
tered the city in trucks and
tanks alfter the interim gov-
ernment ordered soldiers Lo
lay down their arms Monday,
the first day of US-mediated
peace talks in London.
The insurgents, asked by
See Plgf 10 Col. 6
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Kuwait to take back
Bangladeshis

KUWAIT CITY, May 28 : The nalise the return of the

Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber
M Ahmed Al-Sabah today said
arrangements would be made
to bring back the Bangladeshi
workers who left Kuwait at the
time of Gulfl War, report agen-
cles.

This "Ill'ﬂl conveyed to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
when she met the Emir at the
Bayan Palace here.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Sabah said
additional workers would also
be taken from Bangladesh.

The Emir told Begum Zia
that a Kuwaiti de would
go to Bangladesh soon to fi-

Bangladesh! workers.

Earlier reports said:

She arrived iIn Kuwait yes-
terday morning on the second
leg of her trip which took her
ma-ummmm

In Kuwait Begum Zia held
immediate talks with the
Kuwaiti Crown Prince, Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdallah Al Sabah. offi-
cial sources reported.

Begum Zia was earlier in
Saudi Arabia. where she met

King Fahd and Hamid Al-Gabid.

Secretary General of the
Organisation of the Islamie

See Page 10 Col. |
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A nckuhaw ploughs thruugh one uf th& many HI-TEEt’.a water- lugged by incessant rainfall
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industrialists call defanliors i misleading

Commission for rehabilitation
of sick industries

The Consultative Committee
of the Ministry of Industrics on
Tuesday recommended the
immediate setting up of a
"Sick Industries Rehabilitation
Commission”.

The committee at its sev-
enth meeting, held with Min-
ister for Industries Shamsul Is-
lam Khan in the chair stressed

the need for such a commis--

sion to identify the sick indus-
tries. It should recommend
appropriate actions for either
rehabilitation or permanent
closure of sick units in both
public and private sectors, de-
pending on their specific cir-
cumstances, the representa-
tives of the private sector sug-

_gested.

Star Economic Report

Before the proposal for the
commission was unanimously
approved, the minister made
an alternative proposal for set-
ting up a committee on sick
industries rehabilitation, in-
stead of a commission, but the
representatives ol the private
scctor pressed for constituting
a quasi-judicial body like the
commission in view of what
they termed the alarming rate
ol industrial sickness, leading
to "credit recovery problem".
The proposal was finally en-
dorsed.

The credit recovery prob-

lem or the issue of ‘'defaulters’

in loan repayment dominated
the proceedings of the day-
long meeting of the r:unsulta-

tive commiittee.

The functionaries of the
leading chamber bodies like
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI), Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI), Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI) as
well as many trade associations
took up the issue on ‘bad’ and
‘doubtful’ debts at the meeting.
~ BCI Vice President Subid
Ali said defaulters lists, as pub-
lished by Bangladesh Bank and
other banks and financial insti-
tutions so far, were misleading
in nature. The lists did riot
contain figures about the origi-
nal amount of loans, rcpay-

See Page 10 Col. 7

Jamaat, other
parties protest
attack on Nizami

1 By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami Tuesday
held a rally in the city
protesting Mondy's attack on
its Secretary Geéneral and
leader of Jamaat's Parliamen-
tary Party Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami on the Dhaka
University campus.

Besides, different political
parties issued statements con-
demning the incident.

Held at the north gate of
Baitul Mukarram. the rally de-

manded immediate arrest of

those responsible for the at-
tack on the Jamaat leader.
Party leaders Ali Ahsan
Muhammad Mujahid, Maulana
Abdus Sobhan, ATM Zahurul
See Page 10 Col. 5
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Monday's incident aims |

to foil peace efforts

By DU Correspondent

Various student organisa-
tions on Tuesday held demon-
strations at Dhaka University
protesting what lhf:ﬁecalled
presence of anti- liberation

forces on the campus on Mon- |

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) condemned Monday's
incident terming it as terror-
ism at the office of the DU
Vice-Chancellor, in which Ja-
maat-e-Islami Secretary Gen-
eral Moulana Matiur Rahmaéan
Nizami was assaulted.

A rally of JCD demanded
exemplary punishment of
those responsible for the vio-
lent incident that took place in
the presence of national lead-

- ers and members of the Dhaka

Universily Syndicate at the of-
fice of the Vice Chancellor.

JCD Joint Convenor and
DUCSU General Secretary
Khairul Kabir Khokan, DUCSU
AGS Najimuddin Alam, and
JCD central leaders Ali Akkas
Nadim and Habib-us-Sohel ad-
dressed the rally.

The speakers accused the
pro-Mujib Chhatra League (S-
A) of planning Monday's attack
to foil the peace initiative
taken by the DU authorities.

They demanded early publi-
cation of the report of the
probe body formed to investi-
gate Mnndays incident. The
incident marred the possibility
of joint efforts by the DU au-

See Page 10 Col. 3
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Rains swamp city |

By Stafl Currtspmdcnf

Life in Dhaka city was paral-
ysed as a heavy downpour led
to serious walter-logging in
most areas on Tuesday.

Due to inadequate d
low-lying areas like Nimtali,
Nazimuddin Road, Alauddin
Road, New Market, Shantina-
gar, Rajarbagh, Inner Circular
Road, Naya Polton, Airport
Road, Elecphant Road, Basaboo,
Goran and Agargaon Road went
under knee to waist decp wa-
ter.

The Met office in Dhaka
said Dhaka rccorded 123
millimetres (about five inches)
rainfall, the season's highest,
during the 24 hours ending at
6 am on the day.

it started raining heavily
from the early hours of Tues-
day. By the morning the inten-
sity of rainfall lessened. Driz-
zles continued till 11 am.

Water-logging caused seri-
ous {nconvenience to the
movement of both pedestrians
and vehicular traffic which
remained thin on city streets
in the morming.

Most offices started func-
tioning late, as office-goers
took time to reach offices. At-

tendance in n-chnuls am:l cul

leges, was also thin.

In some arcas like Shanti-
nagar, Rajarbagh, Nimtall and
Shahjahanpur rainwater en-
tered shops and dwelling
houses. Business transactions
in the markets and shopping
cenires were limited.

Dhaka WASA sources said
two factors contributed to the
water-logging — a] maximum
rainfall within a minimum span
of time (five inches rainfall in
two and a halfl hours), and b)
Inndcq.ucy of storm sewers in
the city

The lnumcl said at present
there are only 125 kilometres
of storm sewer lines of differ-
ent diametres in the city,
even thnth at lcast 300 kilo-
metres ol storm secwers are
needed.

The sourpes said of the city

areas facing water only
Agargaon Road, chl';‘l'ils'ﬂ? of
Dhanmandi Residential Area,
Basaboo, Goran and Inner Cir-
cular Road do not have storm
sewer lines.

Arcas like New Mafket, Ra-
jarbagh, Shantinagar, Inner
Circular Road, Old Airport
Road, New Market, Elephant

_See Page 10 Col. 1
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No intention of estabhshmg base Stackpole
Tarawa leaves today as St Louis comes

CHITTAGONG, May 28 ;
The Commander of US Joint
Task Force [(JTF) Major Gen-
eral Henry C. Stackpole said
here today that they were go-
ing to complete humanitarian
and life saving mission in
Bangladesh by June 15 next.

In an exclusive interview
with BSS Special correspon-
dent at the operational head-
quarters of the JTF at Patenga
Air Base, Gen. Stackpole said :
"Our mission was aimed at
preservation of life and distri-
bution of relief materials in the
cyclone battered coastal areas
and off-shore islands and we
provided humanitarian aid that
US President Bush
ordered me to do in support of
Bangladesh. ”

The JTF ships are leaving

tomorrow along with all but .

five Blackhawk helicopters,
T‘ﬁm C-130 Hercules aircraft

will continue to fly from Dhaka
to Chittagong with additional
relief supplies.

Gen Stackpole said that the
US marine ship USS Saint
Louis, coming from Japan, will
enter Bangladesh waters to-
morrow and four landing craft
from the ship will ferry emer-
gency matcrials to different
points for carrying out rehabil-
itation and restructuring activ-
ities.

Even after the departure of
the amphibious Task Force,
the Joint Task Force, will con-
tinuc its operation on a re-
duced scale, Gen Stackpole
said adding this is becausc life
saving operation have been
completed and with the sup-
plies already provided the
people are now able to control
their own future. The lone
victims have food, clothes,
water, medicines and has

Narasimha Rao along with Congress Secretary General
~Gulam Nabi Azad coming out of the party central office on

Tuesday.

—AFPphntu
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started rebuilding their own
house with the materials we
have delivered, he said.

Repl to a question,
General Stackpole said, the
lnnEJltnn restructuring of the
cyclone shelters and construc-
tion of coastal embankments
were outside the range of his
mission . He said, detailed
planning and long term engi-
neering help were needed for

these purposcs.
"“These were two major

needs of the people in the cy-
clone prone coastal arcas and
ofl-shore islands. Bangladcsh
must get international and
multinational help in this re-
gard,"he added.

When his attention was
drawn to the opposition criti-
cism levelled against
Bangladesh government for the
presence of the US Task

See Page 10 Col. 7
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Diarrhoea
spurt in
Sylhet

By Staff Correspondent

Two more children died of
diarrhoea in Sylhet on
following a spurt of the diseasc
in the district with the reces-
sion of flood waters, official
sources said.

Cases of diarrhoea and
dysentery also increased in
Maulvibazar district Tuesday
where 341 people were re-
portedly attacked by beth the
diseases.

Sylhet flood control room
sources said that the report of
deaths of two children was re-
ceived from Kuchai union of
Sadar upazila but the victims

See Page :ﬂCﬂLﬁ

New

NEW DELHI, May 28 : The

- assassination of Rajiv Gandhi

has plunged his Congress
Party, India’s rulers for most of -
its ' 44 years since indepen-
dence, into a war of succession
between younger and older
generations, reports Reuter,

"It is the biggest crisis of
our party,” one older genera-
tion leader said today as the
former prime minister's ashes
were poured into holy waters
in Hindu rites believed to free
his soul.

The two camps are ex-

pected to call a truce to allow -

ongress chief's function may be split

Narasimha Rao, an ailing, 70-
year-old politician with a weak
political base, t¢ be named

- Acting Congress President to-

MOTTow,

The confrontation is ex-
pected to resume after general
elections end in mid-June,
especially il Congress is in a
position to form a government.
It would then have to elect a
parliamentary leader who
would become prime minis-
ter.

Congress is likely to split
the functions held by Gandhi
and the previous members of

his family who had dominatcd

party and led the country
for all but six of its 43 years.

Traditionally, the party
president also was the leader
of the delegation in
Parliament, which conferred
the post of prime minister
when Congress was in gov-
ernment.

Rao's appointment would
defer the need to pick a can-
didate for parliamentary leader
until the elections are com-
pleted. The final stages of vot-
ing, which began the day be-
fore Gandhi was killed, were

‘end the

pnntpuncd until June 12 and

Eandhl s death appeared to
political that
'Arlth his grimd ather,

first . minister

lndia's
Ne and contin-

ued with his mother, Indira

Gandhi. -

Hoping té keep the vole-
polling name alive in pelitics,
the invited Gandhi's
widow to take its top position
immediately after her husband
was killed

But the ltalian-born Mrs
Gandhi, who had been quoted

‘tested politics,

even before her husband's as-
sassination as saying she de-

rejected the
offer.

The generation gap com-
pounded the Congress prob-
lem of having no appointed
heir.

Both Gandhi and his mother
and predecessor, Indira
Gandhi, prevented alternative
leaders emerging, Pran
of the Centre for Policy
Research, a New Delhi think-
tank, said.

“*Anyone who could leok
like being rival would be cul

down and no authentic leaders
from the states were allowed
. Therefore there s no
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VC didn’t take
measure (o save
Nizami, Sobhan

tells Shahabuddin

Moulana Abdus Sobhan an
MP of Jammal-e-lslami met
the President. Justice
Shaha Ahmed. at the
President's Secretarmat on
lTuesday. reports BSS

Moulana Sobhan com-
plained (o the Acting
President that Moulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami. MP and
leader of Jamaat's pariame n
lary party. was severely as-
sauited by some students of

Dhaka University

in the .
mﬂﬂn?h-tl‘mﬂﬁn

whose invitation Moulana
See Page 10 Col. 4

Kazi Zafar takes
oath as MP

Former Prime Minister Kazi
Zafar Ahmed Tuesday took
oath as member of Parliament.

Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas'administered the cath

at his Jatiya Sangsad Chamber
at 2 pm.

Kazi Zafar who is now under
preventive delention, was
clected [rom Comilla-12

Former Vice-President
Moudud Ahmed, former
Minister Tajul Islam and state
ministers Syed Deedar Bakth,
Advocate Fazle Rabbi and
Manirul Haq Chowdhury MP

were present.

The former Prime Minister
went into hiding soon after the
fall of Ershad ment on
December 6. He was arrested
and put under 120 days' de-
tention on May 16 under
Special Powers Act.

Kazi Zafar was brought to
the Sangsad Bhaban under
heavy security around 12-30
pm f[rom the PG Hospital
where he is undergoing treat-
ment under police :

Journalists were not al-
lowed during the oath-taking
of the former Prime Minister.

Zafar Imam’s
release ordered

A Division Bench of the
High Court Division on Tuesday
directed that the dectenu
former minister Zafar imam be
set at liberty forthwith, if he is
not wanted in connection with
any other case, reports BSS.

The court comprising Jus-
tice Abdul Jalil and Justice M.
Badruzzaman, delivered the
judgement on the writ petition
of Zafar imam challenging his
detention.

M. Nurullah appeared for
the former minister, while
Syed J. R Modesser Hossain,
Deputy Attorney General, ap-

for the state.

JU remains tense
as JCD dispute
stays unsolved
By JU Corresponden}

situation in the Ja-
l;:ﬁnﬂ#r University {!III'IIH.II
I:Lu between two l'l-cunm

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

Meanwhile a six-member
committee has been formed Lo
try resolve the dispute be-
tween the two JCD factions.

Clashes between the fac-
tions May 19 and con-
tinued till May 23 when beoth

sides exchanged gunfire on

E:t of the students have
left the halls of University and

a result, the Jahangirnagar
University Central Students

Union WUCSU] pells, sched-
uled to be held on June 6 had
to be postponed.
The last date for submitting
nomination papers was May
a5.

But only the JCD had sub-
mitted its nomination papers.

_ See Page 10 Col. 8
Shipping Ministry
to implement
30 projects

The Ministry of Ihign( Is

Implﬁnrnlhqﬂﬂdrw
P ts in the current finan-

year and Taka 224 crore

186 crore and 40 lakh has
been spent during the last ten
months, re BSS.



