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Kuwait snaps all
job contracts

NICOSIA. May 27: Kuwail
issued new regulations on
Sunday restricting the em-
ployment of foreigners in min-
istries and state institutions,

Reuter.

All employment contracts

for foreigners agreed before

the occupation are no in-
valid. t news agency re-
ported

Foreigners could only work
for the government if no

Kuwait was available for the
job, it said.

Kuwait depended heavily on
forcigners before Iraq's August
2 invasion, a rellance the gov-
ernment now hopes to reduce.

The regulations were issued
by the Civil Service Commis-
sion to "organise the process
of holding contracts with non-
Kuwaitis at this decisive stage.
KUNA said.

Mahathir says

Paid agents feeding

information to West

KUALA LUMPUR, May 27:
Prime Mintster Mahathir Moh-
ammad has accused paid
agents of undermining
Malaysia's stability by feeding
bascless information to
western governments and the
media, newspaper reports said
Monday, reports AFP.

aking in Seremban town

south of here on Sunday, Dr
Mahathir did not identify the
so-called agents but he said
they included people who
championed the western con-
of democracy that placed

ual freedom above the

rights of a community.

«"They are so engrossed with
western democracy that they
are willing to tell the western-
dominated media that our
couniry is not stable®, the

English language daily The

report
alongside the Soviet Union,
North Korea and China in
terms of the freedom its cit-
fzens enjoy.

A human freedom index
framed by the UNDP placed
Malaysia 55th on a list of 88
countries, below Israel which
the Malaysian t has
repeatedly criticised for deny-
ing Palestinians their basic
rights.

Dr. Mahathir said his gov-
crnment would expose the
agents becausc they would de-
stroy Malaysia if allowed to
proliferate.

The t of placing in-

concep
dividual [reedom above al

community’'s rights was not
suited to Malaysian conditions,

he said, adding "What we want |

is democracy which benclits
the majority without forsaking

Star' reported. the minority of the country”.

Dr. Mahathir's remarks fol- Opposition leader Lim Kit
lowed his criticism last week  Siang, responding to Dr
of a United Nations Develop- Mahathir's remarks, said
ment Programme (UNDP) Monday
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Thatcher in MoOSCOW : britain’s former
Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, arrived here Sunday for a
four-day visit to the Soviet Unifon, the Tass news agency
, AFP says from Moscow.

During here stay, Mrs Thatcher is to meet with Soviel
President Mikhail Gorbachev, Prime Minister Valentin Paviov
and Defense Minister Dmitri Yazov, Tass said.

Mrs Thatcher is to make a speech before the Foreign
Affairs Commission of the Supreme Soviet, or Parliament, and
a will also address the Soviet Institute of International
Relations, the agency said.

The former British leader is also scheduled to visil

Leningrad.
Building of dam in India opposed :

Activists from Japan, India, Europe and the United States
called for a halt to the massive dam project being buflt in
Western India, Reuter says from Tokyo.

The World Bank and the Japancse Government in 1985
approved loans for a scries of dams to be built on the
Narmada, the second longest river in India.

Supporters say the dams will provide irrigation, drinking
water and electrical power. Activists say such benefits will
only go to rich landowners and industrialists, small dams in
many villages would be better, and the loans werc given
without adequate social and environmental assessment.

Immigrants flood UK illegally :

Thousands of immigrants are entering Britain fllegally using
genuine but falsely-labelled British passporis stolen from
government stocks by “what is thought to be Britain's biggest-
ever fllegal passport syndicate”, the Sunday Express reported,
AFP reports from London.

The paper said the main beneficiaries of the illcgal
passporis were wealthy Hong Kong residents anxious Lo leave
the colony before it reverts to Chinese rule in 1997.

The Sunday Express said one of its rcporters posing as a
wealthy Hong Kong businessman paid 5,000 pounds (8.500
dollars) for an authentic passport obtained through an
*immigration consultant” based in Leicester whom it named
as Vindokumar Patel.

Palestinian shot dead : an israc

soldier on Sunday shot dead a Palestinfan who hurled stones
at a bus carrying soldiers in the occupied West Bank, the
army said, reports Reuter from Jerusalem.

An army statement said soldiers ran after people who
threw stones at their passing bus in Hebron.

"During the chase, three local residents attacked onec of
the soldiers and the soldier opened fire. As a result of the
fire. one attacker was killed. The army imposed a curfew on
the area,” the communique added.

Iramg ready to check N-arms : i
s full cooperation in letting international scicntists
check its nuclear capabilitics, said officials from the UN
international Atomic Energy (IAEA), Reuter reports from

scientists was the first disarmament team o
visit Iraq under the terms ol the Gulf War Cecaselire
Agreement which requires Baghdad to allow checks on its
nuclear arsenal, the removal of chemical and long-range
missiles and the search for biological weapons.

"The Iraqis could not have been more forthcoming,”™ an
IAEA official said.

. [ L
150,000 Iraqis killed in war : arund
110,000 to 150,000 Iraqi soldicrs and civilians were killed in
the six-week Gulf War, a fact-finding rcport estimated
Sunday, Xinhua reports frem Cafro.

Reports rcaching Cairo quoted an unofficial French
investigation group as saying that among those killed were
35,000 to 45,000 civilians and 75,000 to 100,000 soldicrs.

The figures were unveiled from data provided by the Iraqi
Foreign and Information Ministrics and ruling Arab Baath
Soctalist Party officials in the Iraqi army, the report said.

Five Armenians killed : sve Armensans

were killed in a clash with Soviet forces in an Armenian
village in Azerbaijan, Armenian and Azeri sources said on
Sunday, reports AFP from Moscow.

The fighting occurred Friday in the village of Borissy,
according to the sources, who gave diflerent versions of how
the deaths occurred.

The Azerl news agency ASSA-IRADA said Soviel soldiers
abroad armoured vehicles shot back after they were fired
upon by a group of Armenian “fighters,” killing five.

ASSA-IRADA said identification papers rcvealed that three
of the dead were from the Republic of Armenia. Azeri
authoritics have f(requently accused Armenia of sending
armoed groups to fight in Azerbaijan.

A group of 34

NEW DELHMI, 27: An
emotional crowd :f‘ﬁnm.u-uh

here today weeping
and shouting "Rajiv, we will
never forget you™ as they bid
farewell to the ashes of the
slain former Premier which
will be carried throughout In-
dia, reports AFP.

Diplomats joined the
thro at Mr Gandhi's child-
hood home, Teen Murti House,
as 28 urns containing the

ashes which at the foot of a
huge tree in the garden. were
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distributed to the representa-
tives of the country's states.

Mr GCandhi's ltalian-born
widow, his son and daughter,
all dressed In mourning white
and hidden behind a thick wall
of military, police and paramil-
ftary guards, set out to ascom-
pany two of the urns in a caval
cade through the city.

Other reports says: Rajiv
Gandhi, the handsome but
flawed scion of India's ill-fated
house of Nehru-Gandhi. always
lived with the threat of death

International'

Tearful adieu to the end
of India's ruling dynasty

He invariably appeared i pub
e surrou by bodyguards
His loose-fitting Hindu clothes
hid the bulk of a bullet-prool
vest during ceremonial occa-
sions. At rallies he delivered
speeches from behind ar-
moured glass. He die not by
the bullet but the bomb.

It was the tragedy which
milllons of Indians had feared
sensing that, whatever thei;
political vicws, this man ol 46
who had seemingly been horn

to il wys an intermational

symbol of a kind of stability.
When he died he was cam-
paigning to retrieve power for
his Congress Party which had
lost office in the election of
| 9HG

Rajiv was the grandson of
Pandit Nehru, independent
India’'s first prime minister
and key assoctate of Mahatma
Gandhi. the “father” of the In
dian people in the long battle
for independence. He was the
third member of the dynasty o
die unnaturally, the second

A Fatal destiny. Rajiv thefl) had no connection with politics until s

e

younger brother Sanjay (top) died in a plane crash. Afler pus
mother Indira (above) was shot, he took over her role as leader
but ‘Mr Clean' became tarnished in the mare of Indimn polites

ered in sacred rivers

Rajiv’s ashes to be scatt
BJP flexing muscles : massive

hunt for fake reporter

NEW DELHI, May 27: The
grieving family of former
Prime Minister Gandhi
took the ashes of the slain
leader on a train of mourning

to be scattered in the
water of scared rivers, reports
AP.

Gandhi's widow Sonia and
two college-age children
boarded the train with two
copper urns containing some
of Gandhi's cremated remains.
(After a 20-hour ride, the
ashes will be .immersed at
Sangam, the confluence of the

as Jamuna rivers which
will bear them 1,000 kilome-
ters (600 miles) to the Bay of

One of the 32 urns was

SRIPERUMBUDUR (India)

Photo
assassin (C) of former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi,

given to an Indian afr force of-
ficer to scatter over the snowy
Himalayan Mountains, as was
done with the ashes ol
Gandhi's mother, Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, who
was assassinated in 1984.

The other urns, containing
mostly ashes from the fragrant
sandalwood funeral pyre. were
given to state leaders of the
Congress Party to take to their
states.

Gandhi was killed last
Tuesday by a suicide bomber at
a campaign rally near the
southern city of Madras.

Congress chief rival, the
Bharatiya Janata Party, a Hindu
revivalist party, moved to capi-
talise on the confusion in

taken from an

Indian paper 27 May of the suspected
waits in line with a garland on hand to

Congress by portraying itsell as

the only party capable ol giving
India stable government — the

plank on which Gandhi had
hoped to ride back to power.
BJP leader Murli Manohar

Joshi said the choice now be-

fore the voter was between "a
bunch of undiscriplined non-
leaders and non-parties on the
one hand, and a disciplined,
well-organized party like the
BJP on the other. ”

Police were secking a mys-
tery man who posed as a re-
porter at the rally, who they
believe may have been part of a
backup squad if the primary
assassin failed. said sources
close 1o the mvestigation.

The man hired a free-lance

L : ; !'.

greet Gandhi before his address at an election campaign rally 21 May. She 1s accompanied

by Congress (I) party worker Latha Kannan (R)

and daughter Gokila (L).

--AFP photo

~ Planes barred from leaving or landing

Rebels tighten grip

around Ac}dis

ADDIS ABABA, May 27 :
Ethiopian rebels tightened
their grip around the capital.
Addis Ababa, ahead of peace
talks with the government
opening in London Monday.
re Reuter.

said in a radio broad-
cast on Sunday night that no
plane should try to take off or
land from Addis Ababa Airport
as it was within heavy artillery

A Reuter correspondent
with the rebels said earlier
that they has captured the
airbase at Debre Zeit, about 50
km (30 miles) southeast of the
capital, effectively putting the
air force out of action and en-

circling the city.

But despite fears in Addis
Ababa of a Possible bloodbath,
the rebels said they did not in-
tend to storm the capital un-
less the US brokered peace
talks failed.

A column of 12 government
T-54 tanks rumbled through
the streets near the president
palace at nightfall on Sunday
and sporadic gunfire echoed
across the city.

Western diplomats said the
makeshift government which
took over from hardline mili-
tary ruler Mengistu Halile
Mariam last week had little
choice in the peace talks but
to surrender.

Ababa

In less than a week, the
Ethiopian army and air force
have erumbled and most of the
navy escaped across the red
sea to Yemen on Sunday alter
rebels of the Eritrean People’'s
Liberation Front (EPLF) cap-
tured Asab, the last govern-
ment-held pert.

Allied rebel groups after a
series of H@!Hl} attacks, now
control most the country
and forced Mangistu to flee
into exile in Zimbabwe on May

21.

ti Radio monitored by
the British Broadcasting
Corporation, said about 10.000

had

photographer and stood with a
pen and notcbook nearby as

Gandhi came into the meadow
to address the rally. The pho

tographer was one of the 18
victims, but the unidentified
phony journalist disappeared.

Suspicion has fallen on
Tamil militants seeking inde-
pendence in Sri Lanka. Some
of the militants are based in
southern India. which has a
large Tamil population of its
oW,

Talks were suspended until
Wednesday on "naming a new
Congress Party leader, deepen-
ing the apparent disarray in
the party which has dominated
Indfan politics since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1947,

A consensus appeared to be
emerging to appoint P. V.
Narasimha Rao, a Congress
veteran and old Gandhi family
friend, as interim party presi-
dent until after national elec-
tions are completed in mid-
June . A first round of voting
for a new Parliament was held
the day before the assassina-
tion.

Congress had hoped to reap
a sympathy vote and postpone
a bruising internal fight by
naming Gandhi's 43-year-old
widow as party leader. She re-
jected the offer.

Gandhi’'s remains. were
bond with full military honours
on a gun carriage to the New
Delhi ratiway station from
Teen Murti. his childhood
home and home of his grandfa-
ther Jawcharlal Nehru, India’s
first prime minister.

Two military policemen
placed the 18-inch-high (45-
centimeter-high) urns on a
white train coach bedecked

with marigolds. A picture of «

Gandhi framed in white jas-
mine was attached to the side
of the special car.

“This is a special trip.” said
H. N. Tripathi, the train's
engineer. "He was a very sim-
ple man..... He was the heart of
India.”

A commando of the National
Security Guard stood guard
with a submachine guh at the
gate of an adjoining. blocked
most people from entering the
station. Party offictals ad a few
others touched the ir.in as it
pulled out of the station.

Iraq demobilises
3 reservist

groups

BAGHDAD, May 27: lraq has
demobilised three groups of
reservists who were called up
to scrve alter the Iragi invasion
of Kuwait last August, an army
s sman said today, rcporis
AFP.

He told the defense min-

reservists born between 1961 -
19063-some 150,000 forces ac-
cording to reliable Iragi
SOUNCCs.

Iraq has demobilised a total
of 17 reservists since the Gulf

war ended in February with
the liberation of Kuwail, ac-
cording to the military

spokesman.

|
|

assassinaltion His you r
brother, Sanjay. was tm
while stunt-flying a plane over
Delbhi in 1980, His mother.
Indira, was gunned down by a
Stkh bodyguard in the grounds
of her residence In the capital
in October, 1984 — a victim of
the campaign for indepen
dence in the Punjab by Sikh
rationalists.

Born into the byzantine pol-
ftics of his native land, he was
nevertheless a very western.
Cambridge-educated fgure, a
product of the Beatles era who
loved Europeran muséc and
fnod When his mother, Indira,
insisted on consulting as-
trologers during her Premder
ship he scolded her: "We are
not Iving in the flintstone age
now. "

His first career was as a

ssional ptlot for Indian
irlines flying domestic routes

in the north of the country.
When he was finally rmﬁhﬂ
to enter politics fulltime. he
had 10 abandon his great ambi-
tion - training to fly a Beeing

jet.

Perhaps that was always a
futile dream. From birth Rajiv's
fatc was intertwined with the
pulitics of post-independence
Indta.

The family name was Nehru
and his mother acquired the
legendary Gandhi name by
marrying a Parsfbusinessman
from 1 . But it was morc
than a cuincidence. The Nehru

‘and Gandhi families together

forged modern India.

The forceful Mrs Gandhi
wok the fast track to a politi-
cal career. She moved with her
children to the Prime Minis-
ter' s restdence to become her
father's official hosteas. As In-
dia’'s MNMrst Prime Minister,
Nehru ruled from Indepen-
dence in 1947 untfl 1964 and
during that time Mrs Gandhi
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tton Programme, which em-
braced slum clearancé and
birth control, when he was

widely accused of brutality.

turning point in Rajiv's life.
Scemingly destined to lead the
life of a -class In-
dian professional. he found
himsell faced with the chal-

nasty .
He was reluctant to the last
“The | ook at it

sabel .

‘Suspected assassin's
body embalmed

NEW DELHI, May 27 : In-
dian investigators have em-
balmed the body of a woman
suspected to have assassinated
former Premier Rajiv Gandhi
by triggering a concealed
on her person, ncwspapers
reported Monday, reports AFP.

The body, which has not
been clatmed, has been placed
under “strict vigilance® in po-
lice custody in the southern
state of Tamil Nadu, where
Gandhi was killed on May 21,
the United News of India
(UNI) said.

The Patriot and other
newspapers quoted a UNI re-
port as saying that the uniden-
tified women's body would not
be cremated but probably
buried at a secret location to
safeguard the skull. The body
could be exhumed later il nec-

A ;:lark-:hinn:d bespecta-
cled woman, wearing Indian
dress,

is belicved to kiMed

lo say
“As a small child my
now 56, said, years later

some 60 dolphins and 11
The arca where the
deaths had any

leased in late January.

government-run Saudi press agency. moni-

The agency's

World told of their
stolen childhoods

NEW YORK : Some 50 years after being hidden in base-
ments and attics across Europe. more than 1.500 holocaust
survivors met in New York on Sunday to tell the
their stolen childhoods, reports Reuter.

“It's the first time that we have
a chance to give testimony. We
do it.” said Renee Fersen-Osten, a writer whose recent
Don't they know the world stopped breathing?™ Tells how she
was hidden from the Nazis in a French conventL

Sponsored by the B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League. the
two-day event, the first international eonvention of Jews who
were hidden as children during World War
survivors from across American and Europe.
horror will be forgotten or downplayed in wo

At seven, Fersen-Osten and her sister were left at a con-
vent sheltering Jews in Toulouse, southern France, by

rents. They were instructed to change thetr names and re-

jon so the Nazis could not find them.

A few weeks later said the Gestapo load her mother and
ther into a lorry for Auschwitz. it was too dangerous for them
because acknowledgement meant detection.
just crumbled.” Fersen-Osten,
her fa was reunited but her life,
she said, has been forever cha :

60 dead dolphins
Gulf oil slick

Hhﬂmmnhrm:ﬁﬂﬂnuiuhw:mu:hdhd
iﬂmﬂm}mdupnn:;uhﬂ.l
Saudi wildlife expert said Sunday. reports AF.
s manhnhwuh.uﬂmml.ﬁﬂﬂdby
the Gulf War ofl spill, and it was not clear whether their
connection with that pollution.

Abdul-Aziz Abuzinada, chairman of the kingdom’'s National
Commission for the Protection and
-aﬂthmmhmh;rﬂhymm“wmﬂn‘th:h
Saudi study of ofl-affected wildlife since the slick was re-

world

Mhﬂmwﬂv
and Abuzinada could not be reached for
SPA that organs were removed from the animals for further

Saudi officials told an environmental
mu-:mu-uh-uwhmmm
!ﬂ.mm-mlh:nmhmhmdlmddthmu
four times that many in three months.

Gandhi, 46, with a

member of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
Sri Lanka's most powerful

It has not been established
whether the woman was an
indian or Sri Lankan, nor
whether she was living in or
visiting Tamil Nadu, a coastal
state separated from Sri Lanka
by a narrow strip of sea.

world of

ten together. It gives us
just be the last ones
book”

history.

ia-

in

t of Wildlile,

killed the animals
comment. He told

conference In



