Dhaka, Wednesday, May 22, 1991

Insuring Against
Avoidable Death

The task at hand is to see that the survivors of
m:um—lldthm. That task we have
failed by a cruel measure of itude. We
couldn't reach very many of them till after the
tenth day of the watery holocaust. It is not clear
how were lost the time civilisation
took to get to those islands. Hunger and diar-
rhoea, insanitation and re must have had
taken a toll and one cannot be
too sure that the process would stop as soon as
tons of grains and heaps of clothes arrive on the
desolate spots.

The government channels should by now have
been established in a very exhaustive way. And
relief from a multitude of sources are sun:gr find-
ing their way not only to wayside crowds but also
the deep interior. At this point the task is one
rehabilitation. We are not as yet well informed
how the government is g about this busi-
ness. The promised 'master plan for rehabilita-
tion' has yet to materialise. No one indeed ex-
pected from the government such a document on
the second week of the disaster — a document

into which years of exertions should have gone
for it to be ul and effective. One only
wanted the t — as also all other agen-
cies and utions — to go help the survivors in

their efforts to build a shelter anew and get

started in life once agaln. Maﬂ of the survivors
are already on the job. And of the rest will
also have e to get to work but for the

sweet siren song of the arriving reliel train.
However, there ady is a fee that once the
miracle-workers from the New World have got
down to business, there will be little left for us to
worry our heads ofl. That can prove a good deal
fllusory in spite of the good Samaritans doing a
wonderful job of their good tum.

But this rehabilitation phase will be over in a
matter of months and things would somehow get
sorted out with or without help from the national
or international governments. But the third and
final phase of the job at hand may not even be ef-
fectively Aﬁagtd. not to say completed, in a year
or two. this final phase is ar the most im-
portant one having an impact far into the future
on the life and of the tens of millions that

will continue to people the coastal region.

This all important task is insu the coastal
people killed by the thousands in
elemental strikes. ree hundred cyclone-shel-

ters and a hundred and odd earthen mounds at
some places called the Mujib-killa are credited to
have saved the life of more than three lakh peo-
ple in (llpltc of bc‘:;lgm a very bad state of de-
crepitude. It can be a matter of course that
the full -l dmmmth nt 0fth3000 such life-
savers wou ere in the coming years
When the air heavy with : sandyg
here and another thousand crore there — those
stilt-and-platform things would not present a bill
fatter a hundred to two hundred crore
Taka. But we must not as such think that with the
shelters and mounds on the apﬂr?rlat: sites, we
need not go looking for a hu other ways of

-empting cyclone and tidal bore death. Indeed
olt to the national he could well have
unplugged a ideas and innovations
directed towards that goal. It is in that light we
want to record our appreciation of the ideas put
forward in a press conference on Sunday by Mr
M. A. Mohaimen.

Mr Mohaimen, on the whole proposes three
complementary things. A strong wooden pillar,
20—meter high, and life buoys around it —
in every homestead. A dighi-sized pond with very
high banks all around to shelter to ani-
mals as also le and to keep the fresh sweet-
waler in it sale from the rushl.ng sea — for every
locality. A very big wide-bellyed earthen jar for
each family, to be J)laced firmly into the soil, for
keeping grains and other necessaries safe from
the surging waters. The beauty of his suggestions
lies in the fact that the rather inexpensive de-
vices would be, unlike the cyclone shelters,within
the last-minute reach of even the straggling chil-
dren and the old ones.

Let Mr Mohaimen's initiative and enthusiasm —
after all he is neither a professional builder nor
an in coastal protection engineering — oc-
casion a veritable flood of ideas on the theme.
And let it shame our scientists and engineers
into ¢ forward with the most effective and
realisable ol devices for sa the coastal people
from very much avoidable death.

It is too early to say what the outcome of the
Indian election will be. But it can be said defi-
nitely at this stage, that it has gotten off to a
rather bad start. As reported in the press, on the
very first day a total of 63 people lost their lives
while participating in an exercise which is a part
of their basic rights —to be able to vote [reely.

Election violence has been a part of our life in
South Asia. But it has seldom been on a scale and
intensity that has been evident on the first day of
the Indian election. The seed of this violence was
being sown for a long time. It is for the first time
that a party was part in an Indian election
whose strategy was: ct fear upon the minority
community and pander to the rising religious
fundamentalism ol the majority. In fact the idea is
that the more venom and hatred they can spread
the more votes they are likely to get. This has di-
vided the Indian population in commumal lines as
never before.

As has been estimated on the first day, the turn
out has been around 52 per cent only, far lower
g_mﬁ in the preﬂoyssigegéluns. Al'tsrt}m e violence

onday it can ea imagine t turn out
mthetwndeglsthat are left may be even lower. In
such a case the result of the election may become
the verdict of only those who will have muscle
power to go to the polling centres (or even
caplure them) and not be reflective of views of
those who, out of fear for their lives, will not dare
to go out of their homes to vote. Such an
eventuality must be prevented otherwise democ-
racy will lose whatever mﬂm has for the
masses — especially the ;

It is known that elaborate measures were taken
to curb violence during the polling. But as it has
Eﬂnmmm% the :fmasltl:res Eerc not ﬂaldle uate.

or the two polling that is st , We

that the g:cuon Commission will spare no

orts to further strengthen the security mea-

sures so that poll violence can be %kepl o a

minimum and voters feel confident enough to go
out to excercise their democratic right.
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days,
ing for a total 20 wsit :
During this time 18 bills were
legislated and three with-
drawn.

During the same period we
heard, sometimes eloquent,
more often emotional, occa-
sionally out of context and on
some occasions ludicrous
speeches, during the three

neral discussion that were

eld on the jail situation, the
natural calamity and the Acting
President's address.

The first session also saw
three walkouts by the opposi-
tion (not counting the or
so by Jatiya Party), the two
longer ones of which could
easily have been avoided, sav-
ing more than eight valuable
working hours of the Parlia-
ment. Cnsidering everything, it
was a GOOD START.

The performances by the
Speaker and his Deputy were
impressive. The S — a
lawyer of repute, a politician of
stature and a parlamentarian
of ex — Abdur Rahman
Bishwas, had excellent rapport
with members of both the
Treasury and the Opposition

PARLIAMENT'S FIRST SESSION

A Good Start

great deal of respect among
the MF's as a result of his long
association with mass move-
menits. His personal acquain-
tance with most of the senfor
members of the House served
him well in steering the delib-

erations through t situa-
tions.

Sheikh Razzaque Ali was
. witty and at times
But the members took

his stern ru well and
limented him for his
toughness. Together they

a good team. It is sad
that their election was not
unanimous and should have
come about through voting. It
was a digression from Lradition
and has set a bad precedence.
It gave a confronlalional tone
to the proceeding from the
very ouliset.

Of the 18 bills that were
passed, only about four or five

were of much importance. The

rest dealt with routine legisla-
tive matters. Among the im-

portant ones, the following

may be mentioned. First, the

Bank and Companies Bill. This

Bill was meant to regularise
the anomalous situation exist-
ing between nationalised and

private banks and companies.
it provided for a minimum re-

scrve of seven per cent for
banks; restricteda bank direc-
tor's lerm 0o a maximum of

two: and took other measures
that are expected to discipline

the fAnancial sector of our

The Third View

o make it easier to oblain I
censes for publications and
lesscns the arbitrary control
and power of the government
ovet the print media. The
changes provided for in the
Bill were welcome but far from
enough. However the govern
ment needs to be praised for
this itive move.
Amendment Bill con-
cerning the much debated
Special Powers Act (SPA) is a
tactical move by the ruling
party to use its provisions to
bring to justice the prominent

wrong deers of the autocratic

.llhwhhh-
mhﬂlﬂyﬂthmnﬂ'
present need is over That, we

will have 1o wait and see.
Through the amendments it
has fincorporated all the

the press. As is stands now
only Section 3 of the Act

which empowers the govern-

by Mahfuz Anam

ment to detain any person

wilthout showing any cause for
a period of 120 days, invokes
the fears of the original Act.
This provision is in direct con-
travention to the fundamental
rights to which this
ment is fully Mtp
The frony is that it was BNP
which was most vocal in de-
nouncing the SPA and making

-a categorical clection pledge

about it. The AL lost
some public support by hedg-
ing on the issue, giving rise to
a suspicion in some minds that

34
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Begum
the House a bit
sure af the outset, but learnt
quickly on the and
they will rétain the Act if they -—-rcuv:qp-:'
come to power. It is hearten mAnces as Lhe House s ungques
ing that AL now has changed tioned leader. But later she
their position and has come removed herselfl ffom the
out openly in lavour of SPAS  scene — — leawving the
WMLEM_“ House, in some Instances.
appears to hedging. It s  drifting
hoped that the party will fulfil
fls election pledge and do away This forces raise
with this hated Act at the ear-  very pertinent question. Do sur
Hest : leaders of the House and that
It is a pity much of the of the have W re-
egisiations passed by the new _ﬂ:m how
parilament have gone unno-  cyer unwieldy it becomes. Tra-
media and by  dition has been that the lender
primarily due  of the party and the leaders of
Altention get- the parllamentary party are
the emergency  different . For Awesni
caused by the natural disaster l*-h-hh-
in the coastal arcas. Not only came the Prime Minister 1t
the media and the public, the was Maulana
e S - o ‘_miﬂ.
preoccupied with other urgent whe were the party leaders.
issues relating to relief mat-  Head of the government and
ters. Some of the bills could the chiefl of the party have
have used a bit more discus- never been combined in the
MMWIHEIE _m“-*".
thcy were passed cently that this tradition has
not been followed.
Our parliamentarians can-
not escape the criticism that We have seen in the last
their overall standard of de- parllamentary session. the
bates was low. It was the ex- Prime Minister was just o
pectation of the that a busy 0 pay due attention to
parlament whose genesis was  the affairs of the House. As we
o historic and whose creation have 1t now Begum Zia is the
entailed so much and chief of BNP, Leader of the
sacrifice, would a House and the Head of the
more serfous matured Government. Shetkh Hasina s
group of law makers. Afer all, the chief of AL and Leader of
these members have been cho- the Opposition. Such concen-
sen by the people in one of tration of is unhealthy,
most authentic election ever Mmm
with all the moral for the development of demo-
and political strength that cratie spirit and W
winning such an eclection rmise this lssue in firm be
brings with it. The fact that lef that both the leaders. who
this parllament gathers within  have done so much to establish

hw;uhrmmnm-:n; dm‘ln:;ch mw

special status and mem- consider this seri-
bers, a special . They ously and will not hesitate to
must live up to status and take necessary steps

continue to deserve that pres-
tige through their words,
deeds, attachments to ethics,
scrupulous adherence to par-
llamentary practices and per-
sonal behaviour in and outside
the parllament.
Brief comments about the ing
two leaders. Sheikh Hasina, author will deal with the issue

who began with an abrastve the form of government as
demeanor, overcame much of

benches. He commanded a
HE Gulf war and Jap-
an's recent moves Lo

T shore up its military
posture have revived inse-
curities and bitter memories
in South-east Asia, but ap-
parently not enough to provide
a fillip to the search for a re-

defence initiative in the
region.

At the moment, it would
appear only the Philippines is
serious about an issue the
Association of South-east Asian
Nations (Asian) of Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand,
Brunei and the Philippines can
ill-afford to ignore.

Witness Philippine Defence
Secretary Fidel Ramos' ener-
getic forays to a succession of

Asecan capitals in search of that
common defence denominator.

Ramos has reason to be
worried. The Armed forces of
the Philippines are reckoned
to be among the weakest in
Ascan. With the eventual with-
drawal of the United States
from its bases there, Manila is
keen that a regional security
arrangements be in place be-
fore that happens.

Manila is hosting a reglonal
security conference in June,
where security experts from
Ascan as well as the United
States, China, Japan, Australia,

South-east Asia

Defence Pact a Non-starter?

Canada and South Korea are
expected. ’
Philippine National Security
adviser Rafael lleto said re-
cently South-east Asian nations
should consider a regional se-
curity allance, possibly inchud-
ing Indochina, if the United
States withdraws from its
bases in the Philippines.-

No country is strong enough
to stand by itself, it has to cre-
ate regional organisations, said
lleto.

"Ascan will be ready in a

' year to know what it wants,”

promised Philippine Secrctary
of Foreign Affairs Raul

!ﬂﬂ.l'l@ﬂ.plll.

Consistent with the ten-
dency among Asean countries
to look to Western powers —
including the United States,
Britain and Australia — for se-
curity, Manila {s clearly hopin
that the United States will sta:f
on as the 'benevolent under-
writer' of security arrange-
ment.

There

is support [rom

Surya Gangadharan writes from Singapore

attempts to create

regional defence arrange-

ments in the South-east Asian region.

Singapore on that. The island
republic is allowing US aircraft
and ships access to its military
facilities under an agreement
signed with the United States
last year. On a visit to Manila
last week, Singapore Prime
Minister Goh Chok Tong reit-
erated Singapore's posilion
that present security arrange-
ments with the US presence
in the Philippines have bcer

beneficial for the region and

should continue "for as long as
possible.”

Elsewhere in Asean, strate-
gic perceptions differ. The
Indonesians have shown dil-
ferent inclinations at various
times. Indonesia has long op-
posed the presence of foreign

_bases in the region though it

did not react strongly to
Singapore's decision to offer
increased base [acilities to the
United States.

Indonesia has maintained
that Asean should stick to be-
ing an economic and social
grouping and not form a mili-
tary pact.

"What we want to avoid is
Asean becoming.... a defence
organisation. Asean should re-
main true to its essence and
that is economic, cultural and
even now political cooperation,
but not a defence pact.”
Indonesian Foreign Minister
Ali Alatas told reporters ih

Jakarta recently.
Last September, former
Foreign Minister Mochtar

Kusuma-atmadja urged that

address.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
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Defaulters

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the list of defaulters
published in some local dailies
in their issue of 18th .
given by Bangladesh Bank,

Banking Department, Dhaka.

Default takes place when
the amount owed is not reim-
bursed to the bank in time
agreed upon. Then the lending
bank starts negotiations with
the defaulting party and tries
to find some way by reschedul-
ing payment terms. Whilst
these negotiations are taking

lace and whilst the amount
not been fully even
though the reschedule of debt
payment has been
upon, the party who owes the
amount is not a defaulter.

the lending bank

against the party
in a court of law and put the
party into compulsory .
tion to recover the loan in the
event no subsequent agree-
ment can be made to recover
the loan.

This matter is strictly be-
tween the lending bank and
the borrower and the
Bangladesh Bank has ex-
ceeded its authority by di-
names

It is upto

who have not repaid their
loans 'calling them as
defaulters. The information
which was given is in strictest
confidence relating to an
account with the by the
borrower.

The Bangladesh Bank has, it
appears, placed itself in a posi-
tion where both the lender
and the borrower jointly or
singly can seek ress in a
court of law as such publicity
has tarnished the banker's
name as one who has not pro-
tected the loan and not taken
timely action against the so
called defaulter., It has tar-
nished the name of the bor-
rower because he has not re-
fused to pay the loan and was
under. negotiation to resehed-
ule the payment. In the event
the borrower wishes to dis-

of his asset his offer will
treated as if he is a seller in
distress and is to get
a fair market price for his as-
sets.

Mirza Mehdy Ispahani
Chairman, M.M. Ispahani Lid.

Doctors

Sir, A very interesting item
which appeared in one of the
newspapers caught my atten-
tion recently. The article was

about doctors themselves be-
ing quite careless about the
very advice they give out to
their patients.

The most contrasting part
is that, according to the report
quoted in the specific article,
medical practitioners have a
record of twice as many deaths
from road accidents than the
general public and three
times higher suicide rates.
Cirrhosis cases and drug
addiction thirty times higher
than in the general population!
Besides, while most of them
keep on advising their patients
about overweight, them-
sclves are not so bothered
about it. That although they

" constantly remind their pa

tients about the hazards of
smoking, they often them-
selves are heavy smokers. This
is of course talking of GPs in
Britain.

Moreover, another report
from America said that doctors
almost never exercise as they
do not think it is necessary in
their case.

Therefore, experts in the
West opine that doctors of ten
years back were far more
healthier than the doctors at
present. They must change
this ‘'unhealthy' attitude to-
wards themselves, not only for
their own good but also for
the sake of an example
for their patients. For doctors
can make the best example to
their patients, since patients
have so much confidence in
them.

Ragib Ilaider
Gopibagh, Dhaka.

Floods

Sir, Immediately afier the
century's worst disaster in
Chittagong and along the
coastal belt resulting in a
massive loss of life and prop-
erty, we now hear of an
terrible floods in Sylhet.

Now this {s hardly the
middle of summer, we dread
to think what will happen with
the onset of Monsoon | There
is a very good chance of a
same kind of flood in other
districts of the country also. So
the Sylhet floods should act as
signals for us to be prepared,
for any such calamity.

We should not only be ready
for calamities in other places
but in the capital as well. | am
sure very few of us have forgot-
ten the terrible floods of 1988,
and it's aftermath. The entire
city of Dhaka was turned into a
vast pool. Even engine-run
boats played through the
strects.

So taking note from that,
we should all be careful and
start taking precautions before
the disaster strikes again. For,
prevention is always better
than cure.

This is speaking about both
our government as well as the
general citizens of the country.

So let us be prepared this
time, and let not nature make
the best of the situation. If we
all can wake up to a calamity,
and work towards providing
succour to the distressed after
the strikes, | am sure we can
lake the same attitude before-
hand also.

Jinjira.

f OPINION

Australian Air Force at
Butterworth air base.

Oddly enough, Malaysia sces
no necessity for closer military
links with its own Asean part-
nNers.

“There is no pressing need

Singapore, Malaysia and
Indonesia come together in a
three-power defence arrange- for a defence pact as enough
ment. But he stipulated that cooperation and

the. Five Powers Defence exist among them (the Ascan
Alliance (FPDA), which groups countries),” observed Defence
Britain, Singapore, Malaysia, Minister Tengku Ahmed
Australia and New Zealand, be Rithaudeen recently.

phased out. Thailand to be bat-
This appears to conflict ting on a different wicket.
with Jakarta's oft-stated posi- Former Prime Minister

tion that defence cooperation Chatichal Choonavhan's single-
should not develop inta a pact. minded pursuft of national in-
Analysts are inclined to be-  terest has seen Thafland move
lieve that the ‘three-power ar- ‘even farther from Asean's
rangement’ proposal was trial wobbly unity towards
balloon, to gauge reactions in Indochina.
Ascan. There are some who see in
Suspicions about 's decision to beef up its
Indonesia’'s remain strong in lary posture an opportunity
the region, said one st.  for Asean to get its security act
"Sukarno’s konfrontasi in the together, using China as a
early 1960's has not disap- counterbalance to Japan.
peared from memory,” he said. But the Tiananmen crack-
Malaysia is committed to down is unlikely to inspire
;1;:1 Zone of Peace, Fr;:cdnm much confidence in China.
Neutrality (Zopfan) con- Analysts the preference to
cept for Asean, and the with- look nutl.i:: for greater secy-
drawal of foreign bases. rity — in this case, the United
But for all fts anti-colonial States — would continue.
international stance, Malaysia —jps
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Cyclone and the Rohingyas

The Rohingya Solidarity Or-
ganisation (RSO), Arakan,
Burma s condemns the
State Law and Order Rest-
oration Counecil [SLORC) of
Burma for its total negligence
in launching emergency rescue
and relief operation to save
lives and property to the Ro-
hingya Muslims immediately

along the coastal arcas and
corpses remained unburied.
Epidemics posed a threat to
the survivors as they were lo-
tally without any relief materi- |
als including medicines.

The helpless people fatling
to get drinking water drink
polluted water. Diarrhoea al-
ready has broken out in the

1

after the devastating cyclone
that hit the north-western

The members of RSO wou
like to express their deep
shock, griefl and sorrow at the
colossal loss of lives and prop-
erty.

In the devastated area of
Arakan, the Rohingya Muslims
have been passing a life of haz-
ards and uncertainty with no
helping hands reaching them
from both inside and outside.
The cyclone and tidal surge
had destroyed their agricul-
tural farms, washed away
shrimp and salt farms.
It also the embank-
ment the bay of Bengal in
the south and along the Nall
River in the north of Maung-
daw district. Most of thefr

sion. te sho of
prevailing in affected
people were starving

cyclone affected areas of medi-
cal measures.
The SLORC regime did not

take any step for the
sullerings ol alflected people.
Even those who lo re-

habilitate themselves, are be- |

ing prevented from doing so
and are alleged to allow oul-
side Interference and influ-
ence into the area. Instead of
being helped the Rohingya
Muslims are to forced
labour free of charges in hard
labour camps and military op-
erations.

The RSO hercby declared
the cyclone alfecied areas in
the north-western Arakan as
calamity zone, and it urges the
international community to
come forward in aid of Lhe
humanity in distress. The RSO
also to the world me-
dia, ts, humanitarian
organisations, relicl agencics
to visit the devastaled areas ol
north-western Arakan o
asscss Lthe extent of the dam-
ages and thercby to help the
disteessed

Dr. Mohammed Yunus
President,




