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lence
lion in Sri Lanka or religious
strife in the Indian state of
Kashmir, the last 18 months
has seen a dramatic rise in po-
litically motivated violence and
the deaths of thousands of in-
nocent civilians,

in a report entitled
“Patterns of terrorism —
1990" published this month,
the US state department nolcs
a dramatic increase in such vi-
olence in Asia in 1990.

*There was a marked in-
crease in intcrnatfonal terror-
ism in Asia in 1990, primarily
because of increased activity by
the communist New People's
Army (NPA) in the
Philippines,” the report said.

"At the same time, south
Asia suffered from a notable
upsurge in terrorism, particu-
larly in Pakistan where the
Alghan sccret service was re-
sponsible for a rash of terrorist
attacks.

"Domestic political viclence
including sectarian and com-
munal viclence in India, par-
ticularly in Kashmir and
Punjab, and the festering in-
surgency in Sri Lanka were
also of concern in 1990."

In India, nearly 5,000 civil-
jans were killed in 1990 in a
Sikh militant for an
independent homeland in
Punjab — more than twice as
many as the previous year, it
said.
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Record turnout in

Early results Monday in Sunday's elections
showed a record turnout and a lead of the

seclor's

and his [lalian-born wile
Sonia voted.

Domestic news agencies
reported brisk polling in moslt
of the country except the capi-
tal. Some 197 million of the
country's 514 million votcrs
are cligible to vote today in
204 constituencies.

‘Streets in the capital were
scmi-deserted and voters {it-
tery following a late Sunday

L attack on one of Gandhi's

Congress (I) party candidates,

Sajjan Kumar, by grenade and
automatic rifle wielding Sikh

militants.
Four persons, two of them

police, werc killed and 37
others wounded in the attack,

police said. Kumar, the sccond
Congress (I) nomince to be at-
tacked by suspected Sikh mili-
tants here in the past three

days, escaped unhurt.
Today's voting is the first of

three days of staggered elec-
tions which end May 26 for
India's 545 -seat Lok Sabha or
Federal Parliament.

The violence-torn states of
Punjab and Assam will vote
separately in June and only
Kashmir, wracked by a bloody
s¢cessionist rebellion, has
been excluded from the polls.

Initial reports trickling in
[rom the states said polling
started briskly in most arcas

with voters turning out carly tc
beal the scaring heat.

The was called out to
combal violence in the north-

o

Conservative Democratic rally, which obtained 36 per cent of
the vote, AFP reports from Nicosia.

The Communist Party won 28 per cent, the Center-Right
Democratic Party obtained 20 per cent and the Socialist Party

red 13 per

cent, according to interior ministry results
on 16 per cent of the vote.

Turnout was a record 94 per cent. Non-voter must pay a

fine.
The
con
publication Afghan
reported, AFP reports .
e cepted of Tula
province capital
22, the bi-monthly newspape
The bank will

resistance o

» "

ahideen opens
by rebel leader Ahmed Shah Masood,
News received in Islamabad Sunday

bank branch :

its first bank in an arca
the rebel

inaugurated the bank, in the Takhar
in northeast Alghanistan, on April
r said.

financial services to merchants and

transactions will be conducted according to Islamic Law,
Afghan News said without giving details.

from Asia :

The UI’PH.‘II States E—oblelggn to ahil'l thousands of troops out

of Asia in the first phase of a plan to shrink the country's
Armed Forces by about 25 per cent, Pentagon sources said,

AFP reports from Washington.

It's already started, said a high lcvel official who asked not

uy:emmud‘
The

military official said 14,000 troops will be withdrawn
from Asia by the end of 1992— 7,000 from the 44,000 troops

stationed in South Korea.
5,000 of the

50,000 troops in Japan and 2,000 of the

15,000 stationed in the Philippines.
He said the reductions in Asia would be milder than those

for Europe

in the military

reform package announced

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney last April.
Polish miners go back to work :

Poland's copper miners went back to work early

Sunday,

ending a five-day strike and putting off their demand for a
100 pct pay rise until the industry is privatised, Reuter

reports from Warsaw.

A spokesman for the state copper combine KGHM told
Reuter by telephone the 20,000 mincrs agreed temporarily to
withdraw their claim for the increase from May 1.

"We're back at work because things have to keep running,”
said a worker at Polkowice, one of the four mines in Poland's

silesian copper basin.

Quayle in ToKkyoO : us vice-president Dan

Quayle arrived in Japan M

ay for trade talks with Prime

Minister Toshiki Kaifu, a day later than originally scheduled,

Reuter reports from Tokyo.

Quayle was to have arrived i
the US aircraft carriecr midway

ndJ

on Sunday [or visits to

a
mﬁ.ﬂ Japanese mineswecper

but his plane was delayed in Alaska because of mechanical

problems.

Quayle is also scheduled on Monday to meet Emperor Aki-

hito and the Ja
A US

finance, trade and form ministers.
spokesman said he would hold a news con-

ference before leaving for Singapore-and Indonesia on Tues-

day.

Kuawaiti directive to deposit

arms:

The Kuwaiti Interior Minister, Sheikh Ahmed al Hamud al

Sabah, has ordered all Kuwaiti citizens and residcnts
(expatriates) to hand over all weapons, ammunition and
explosives they possess to the ministry within a month from
now, reporis QNA-Pool [rom Kuwait.

In a statement to QNA correspondent in Kuwait Sheikh

Ahmed al Hamoud said the weapon

s could be handed over at

certain fixed locations in each province throughout the coun-

.Waruing that violators would be punished according to law,

the Kuwaitd Minister hoped

all citizens and residents would

respond Lo the decisfon to help maintain sccurity and stability

in Kuwail
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NEW DELHI :
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Madan Lal Gandhi, masquerading as Mahatma G

b

andhi. casts his ballot 20

May, in the Indian capital where he is a candidate for the so-called Bharatiya Avasarwadi or
Indian Opportunists' Party. Madan Lal Gandhi is a retired government clerk.

ern city of Kanpur in Ultar
Pradcsh state where election
violence crupted over the
weekend.

National television said the
army was on stand by in two
districts in Bihar, India’s mosi
violence-prone state. The
clection commission reported
poll-linked violence in Uttar
Pradesh and Bthar, which ac-
count for 139 Lok Sabha scats.

The Press Trust of India
(PTI) said that for the first
time Federal Paramilitary
forces were patrolling the
streets of Patna, Bihar's capi-
tal, with sten guns and sell-
loading rifles.

Two of the principal con-
tenders in Patna are Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha, a
former bureaucrat, and former
Foreign Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral, who was earlier India's
ambassador in Moscow. Chief
Election Commissioner TN Se-
shan said here that balloting
had been suspended in three
polling stations of Bihar's Si-
wan constituency after "Thugs”

jured

hired by candidates raided the

voling centres.
He also reported "Extensive
booth capturing™ — a

cuphemism to describe the
takeover and stufling of ballot
boxes — in Patna.

Seshan, who has vowed to
ensure a free and fair poll, said
similar complaints were also
pouring in from at least nine
constituencies of Bithar and Ut-
tar Pradesh.

PT1 reported clashes be-
tween supporters of the
Congress (I) and the Hindu-re-
vivalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP, or Indian People's Party)
in the desert state of Rajasthan
in which 12 people were in-

Seme 600,000 paramilitary
troops have been deployed
countrywide to assist 15 mil-
lion police and civilan home
guards, and Seshan has wamed
that voting will be suspended
in arcas il widespread vielence
breaks oul.

Eleventh-hour opinion polls
have tipped the right-wing BJP

Tl vote for whoever
can help me'

BADARPUR (India), May 20:
Forty-year-old Dayavati brushed
the cow dung off her hands
and said “I'll vote for whoever
can help me,” reports Reuter.

Dayavati, a mother ol six
who lives in Badarpur, a town
about 35 kms (22 miles) south
of Delhi, was making plate-
sized dung patties that are
dried in the sun and used later
as [uel for cooking.

She has been talking with
village members of Rajiv
Gandhi's Congress Party about
getting a small plot of land for
a house, and said she would
reserve her vote for whoever
can produce the goods.

Voling began today in elce-
tion that opinfon polls suggest
will end six days later with no

party winning a majority.

India's poor hold no illu-
sfons that elections will
change their lot, but see the
polls as a time when they can
bargain their vote for some
improvement in local condi-
tions.

Demands are small. They
are looking for gravel roads to
be paved and the installation of
hand pumps to improve water

supplics. Most want access to
clectricity. All hope for better
housing.

"Whoever will help us with
daily necessities like water, or
making our tents into proper
houses, we will vote for them,
said Balram, 26, a father of two
who earns 2.50 dollars a day
smashing rocks with a mallet
to make hardcore for road
consiructions.

— AFP photo

as the main threat to the
Congress (I) and newspapers
today hinted that many of In-
dia's 100 million strong Mus-
lim community might vote for
Congress (l) in an attempt to
thwart a possible BJP victory.

Most Muslims were carlier
seen favouring the third main
contender in the polls, the
Janata Dal (People’s Party) of
former Premier Vishwanath
Pratap Singh, who is running
in alllance with the country's
formidable and staunchly secu-
lar left parties gn an tarian
platform. Fm e

But a leading news r
reported today, ntlfu t-lhpagrt
on between the left parties,
notably the country's strongest
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), and the Congress.
* The Indian said the
two were talking with an eye
tlo forming a post-clection al-
liance in the event of a hung
parliament, motivated by fears
that the BJP might improve its
standing enough to make a
push for power at the centre.

A migrant from ncarby Ut-
tar Pradesh state, he is forced
by his circumstances to live in
a tent by the roadside with
hundreds of other poor labour-
ers

Mannu Lal, 25, acknowl-
edged that the left-leanin
Janata Dal Party of Vishwana
Pratap Singh managed to pro-
vide his family with crucial ra-
tion and identity cards during

iran and Iraq. lasted
1980 to 1988. The second Gulf
conflict started on January 17
ended on February 28
when US led forces drove [ragl
troops from Kuwaift,
Sabri al-Banna,

i

better
Abu Nidal, 1s accused by the

United States of t:rry‘ln‘ oul
on civl L ]

over 90 attacks

Mubarak, according
MENA,

to
interrupted Gaddalfi
and said: "It Is rue. Abu Nidal

is not in Libya."

Hearin-g- of 300 cases of collaboration begins

6 Kuwaitis get 15 years

for wearing Saddam T-shirt

KUWAIT CITY,
special court has begun hear-
ing the cases of more than 300
people su ted of collaborat-
ing with the Iraqi occupation.

rs are that the
trials are held under unfair
conditions, rcports AP.

On the [irst day of trials on
Sunday, six men were con-
victed, with the harshest sen-
tence of 15 years in prison
given to an Iragi accused ol
wearing a Saddam Hussein T-
shirl. It was not clear il he was
suspected of other occupation
offenscs as well.

Defense atlorneys, mosl ap-
pointed afler each defendant

Computer failure
allowed Scud to
hit US barracks

NEW YORK, M 20: US
army investigators con-

| cluded that a computer faflure

allowed an Iraql Scud missile
to hit US military barracks in
Saudi Arabia during the Gulf

its 1]1-month rule that ended [€ war, the New York Times re-

last November,
But few of the workers al a
stonc-cutting site on the out-

ported today, reports Reuter.
The Iraqi missile struck the
barracks at Al Khobar necar

skirts of Delhi said they would | Dhahran on February 25.

vote lor Singh.
Most saw Gandhi's Congress
Party as better placed to en-

Tweniy-eigth people died in
the attack, the Gulf war's sin-
gle worst casualty toll for the

sure political stability and hold | United States.

down rising prices of basic
commodities.

"My mother has been voting
for Congress for 40 years, and
I will do the same" said Lal,
standing outside his metre
(three foot) high thatched

Allled command said the
next day that no Patriot missile
had been fired to intercept the
Scud, which broke up as it de-
scended, the New York Times

said.
Further investigations de-
termined the was intact

home nlong a raﬂwnx track. when it struck the barracks.

‘Will Ryzhkov be Russian President?

MOSCOW, May 20: The
Communist Party of Russia
[CPR] emerged on the political
scene as the republican organ-
isation of the Sovict Commu-
nist Party only 10 months ago,
reports [AN.

The latest plcnary mecting
of the CPR Central Committec
(the fourth in ten months)
would not have attracted seri-
ous attention if it had not been
for one factor. The point is
that, in addition to charting
socfal protection policy for the
period of the implementation
of anti-crisis programmes and
delermining its stand in the
forthcoming presidential elec-
tion in Russia, the first in its
history, the meeting named
the CPR nomineec — the former
head of the federal govern-
menlt, Nikolai Ryzhkov.

Addressing a news conler-
ence devoted to the results of
the plenary mecting, Gennady
Zjuganov, a member of the
Politburo and Secretary of the
CPR Central Committec, said
that Ryzhkov had been pro-
posed by the staffs of busi-
nesscs and by public organisa-
tions in morc than 50 re-
publics and regions ol Russia
right after the nomination had
begun. Hundreds of thousands
of signatures were already col-
lected — many times more
than the number required by
the Law on the Presidential
Election in Russia. This is why,
according to Zjuganov,
Ryzhkov was chosen almost
unanimously from among secv-
eral potential CPR candidates
taking part in the plenary
mecling.
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ds play with a damaged anti-aircraft weapon in the Allied -

Soviet and foreign media
people showered CPR lcadcrs
with questions on a multitude
of subjects ranging from the
candidate's political predilec-
tions to his health (Ryzhkov
had a heart attack several
months ago, following which
he resigned as Chairman of the
USSR Council of Ministers).
Many reporters asked why
Ryzhkov was so popular. In this
respect, as it follows from the
ncws conference, -social pro-
tection discussed by the mect-
ing and Ryzhkov's political
credo were interconnected.

Asked by Novosti whether
the CPR's social protection
programme differed from
similar programmes of other
political forces. Alexander Mel-
nikov, Secretary of the CPR
Central Committce, answerced

b,
W

protected security zone near here. A first batch of United Nations security agents also
arrived May 18 in Baghdad to relieve the Allied forces.

—Photo: AFP/ UNB

that the very approach was dif-
[crent. Other political partics
which called themsclves
democratically-minded aimed
for the budding strata of busi-
ncssmen, financiers and coop-
erative workers, whereas the
CPR set itscll the task of pro-
tecting the interests of com-
modity producers and pcople
living on incomes form their
personal work.

Melnikov said current social

tensions in sociely were
largely explained by the [act
that the people who created
national wealth with their own
hands got too small a share of
it in return and this at a time
when incomes of people be-
longing to new structures
(nine-tenth of which produce
nothing and engage only in re-
distribution) were growing
5 y
mﬂiﬁinnl the background of
reccnt developments, Mel-
nikov pointed out, ordinary
pcople were concerned at the
prospect of losing their social
gains, such as free housing,
education and health care.

In the light of all this, Mel-
nikov added, Ryzhkov's pro-
grammcs for switching to
markct-relations were much
morce balanced and scientifi-
cally substantiated, thcy were

meant to be implementcd
gradually, certain instrumenis
of the planned economy were
to remain in place, socia
protectiony of the working pro-
ple was to receive special at-
tention.

Melnikov said Ryzhkov re-
mained committed to those
principles. "If you study atten-

the current situation —
I'm referring to the demands
of Trade Union, strike eom-
mitices and other groups, you
will see that his programme is
worth a try,” he stressed.

He described 4y hll a
person of princip a highly
qualified professional and an
exacting person well aware of
the mm'l interests
and sharing

-
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was read the charges, objectced
that the trials were not fair be-

cause much of the evidence
was not made public and some
charges were based on confes-
sions exacted under torture.

"I had no idea about the
casc,” said Al Mona Al
Rais after the panel of three
civilian and two military judges
asked her to defend a man just
minutes aflter she s inlo
the courtroom to watch the
proceedings.

The defendants were kept
in a mctal on onc side ol
the courtroom, with no con-
tact with the ealled on
to dcfend them.

More serious cascs that
could result in the death
penalty were not scheduled 1o
start untfl .

Lawyers sald more than 300
people, mostly foreigners, will
be brought to trial.

They are charged with asd-
ing the Iraqis during their
scven-month occupation that

began with the Aug. 2 invasion
of Kuwait and ended Fcb, 26
when allied forces routed Iragl
forces.

Many Kuwaiti lawyers and
others hope the trials will be
scrupulously fair to clear
Kuwait's human rights reputa-
tHon,

Off the Record

I may be dying,
feel great : Landon

MALIBU (California) : Michacl Landon says that despite his

diagnosis of inoperable and usually fatal cancer "death’s gonna
have to do a ot of fighting to get me,” reporis AP.

"Look, there's two things

that can happe

n. | can win or |

can lose. And | can handle both,” he said in an inlerview in
the June issue of Life magazine to be published Monday

The 54-ye-
ar-old star of
"Bonanza”, "Lit-
tle House on
the Prairie”
and "Highway
to Heaven™ was
diagnosed in
April with can-
cer of the pan-
creas and liver.

Only 3 per
cent of pancre-
atic cancer pa-
tients and 5
per cent of
liver cancer ™
patients survive
more than five
years aller di-

is, accor-
ding to the A-
merican Canc-
er Socicty's
"Cancer Facts-
and-Figures —
1991.”

Since his
diagnosis Lan-
dong.n:iamer of
nine, has spent
his time on the

L

B8

Malibu ranch where he lives with his third wile, Cindy, 34. He
said he first tried traditional chemotherapy, but didn't like it
and turned to a mixture of alternative treatments, includi

an experimental therapy Lhat pits drug-dispensing bubbles
fat against the tumor in his pancreas.

In the Life interview, Landon talks about cancer, as well as
his troubled childhood, his career in Hollywood and his

hopes. Here are excerpts :
On being d with

“I'm not the kind of person who gives

I'm gonna die, death's

rable cancer :

up without a Aght. If

gonna have to do a lot of fighting to get

me. I'm not just gonna lic down and let it happen.”

mins :

"Damn carrots arc tuming me orange. And

On his treatment regimen, which includes diet and vita-

Lime | eal

or drink, | swallow digestive enzymes to replace what the
has stopped producing And then, once a day, | take

a tried-and-true remedy for intestinal irritation — a collee
ema. Yup, | get filled to the rim,

A.l:ryuuhrmwhat?m“dny
mme, the cramps stopped. And they've

never
... No pain. | feel great. Crazy, isn't t? | may dying

bac

feel great.”

3

collee, | might add.
| started this
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Land around Prophet's
mosque auctioned

RIYADH :

Land around the
Mohammad in the Saudi holy Musliim city

mosque of the Prophet
of Medina was auc-

tioned off for record prices on Saturday, making it some of

the priciest real estate in the world,
The Saudi Gazelle newspaper

Reuter,
reported that 25 Je

Saudi busincssmen bid one plot up to 116,000 riyals (31,

dollars) per

square metre for the honour of owning land

around one of Islam’s holiest places.

The
lion riyals

t plot of 6,000

million dollars)
the executive

metres wenl for 347 mil-

sanid,
xm for devel-

The said
wmmdlhﬁwunlﬂmﬂm

in the auction a 22-

tion regulations for 5,000 riyals (1,300

booklet detatling rules and construc-

) each.



