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RAJSHAHI
Storm disrupts

power supply

May 19 : Rajshahi and the
areas experienced
storm accompanied

darkness as the pply
was disrupted Jut to storm

five p.m. and
bout hall an

The 'm'hdur of the storm
ﬂliﬂﬂll‘lﬁ?kﬂ.pﬂhﬂur
but no report

police said, reports UNB.

mm of wumu. -t

Belkuchi was
while he
'_“h‘ﬂ!ﬂhllﬂlw-
His wile Usharani (24) and
were injured in the
incident

in another incident., Abdul
of Ibari village
in uparila was killed in a
between two rival groups
on the same day. Ten people
were also injured in the clash.
A case has been lodged with
Sadar police in this
connection.

SATKHIRA

Law,-, order
situation
deteriorates

May 19 : Law and order sit-
uation in the district deterio-
rated during the last four
months rise to dacoity,
murder, ping and other
anti-social activities, reports
UNB.

Police said during the pe-
riod about six dacoities, 12
murders, five kidnapping inci-
dents. 13 clashes, 36 theft and
other 400 crimes were com-
mitted.

A total of 260 le
committed suicide in the dis-
trict during the period. Among
them 79 per cent were fe-
males and the rest males.

PATUAKHALI
House looted

May 19 : A number of peo-
: led by Kalishuri Union
Chairman recently

who were armed with stick.
and sharp weapons
the house of Nazem
while opposed by
Ali both the party came
which ended in loot-
destruction of house-

of five to six
. Women inside the
house were not escaped even.
miscreants harassed them

sh non-
(registered)
Teachers’

ramental
School

Samity was held recen

tly at

e ——

Upazila roundup

Sadar recently. The
conference was presided over
Ith-j!nhidurl:hn Khan.

The General Secretary of
Bangladesh Palli Chhikitsak
Samity was present in the con-
ference as the chiefl guest
The chief guest urged the gov-
ernment to pay the non-gov-
ernment primary school
teachers Taka 500 per head as
allowance. He also demanded
of the government to nation-
alise the said schools immedi-
ately in order to mitigate the
B ngs of the teachers.

Matiur Rahman and Md.
Shahidul Islam Khan also ad-
dressed the conference.

A 3]-member central
committee was formed with
Alhaj Shahidul Islam Khan as
President and Md. Matiur

Rahman as General Secretary.
C’ NAWABGANJ

Road construction
N progress

May 19 : Construction of
eight-kilometre  Bholahat-
Agarhat road at a cost of Taka
2.20 crore under Bholahat and
Shibganj upazilas is going on
in full reports BSS.

According to an official
source, the project financed by
the World k will be com-
pleted December next.

A ocal Government
Engineering Bureau office
source said about 50 per cent
work has already been done.

SAVAR

Seminar on
anti-autocracy
movement

May 19: The Jaha
University Journalists Associ-
ation will hold a seminar on
‘anti-aulocracy movement of
Bangladeshis, the role, ex-
pectation and achievement of
different classes and profes-
sions” lomorrow [Monday) at
10 am at the social science
faculty gallery of the unitver-
sity, reports BSS.

Anu Muhammad, a teacher.
of the university will read out
the keynote paper while State
Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources Dr.
Khondakar Mosharrafl Hossain,
Awami League Presidium
Member Dr. Kamal Hossain,
Workers Party General
Secretary Rashed Khan Menon
. MP, CPB Secretary
Samsuddoha, MP, Chairman of
the HBoard of Editors eof the
Ittefaq and the New Nation
Mainul Hosein, and Professor
of English of Dhaka University
Dr. Sirajul Islam Chowdhury
will take part in the discus-
sion.

The seminar will be dedi-
cated to the memories of the
victims of the cyclonic storm.

KURIGRAM

325 SSC
examinees
expelled

From Our Correspondent

May 19: A total of 325 SSC
examinees have been expelled
at eight centres of Kurigram
district.

In all 5,776 candidates in-

cludi I548 fcmale exami-
nees rilfavr been appearing at

the SSC examination this
under Rajshahi Board from
Kurigram district, it is learnt
Meanwhile, 17 degree
examinees were expelled
from Kurigram government
college centre for adopting un-
fatrmeans in the :xal:n nfn.lll.
which began on May 9 under

Rajshahi University.
The ceremony of

Prof. Habtbullah Khan Vice-
President, Bangladesh Jour-
nalist Association: Kurigram
Zila Unit was solemnished
recently with Nazma Begum
alias Lilt, the youngest
daughter of Bahar Uddin
Ahmed of village Kheordo-
Saptana. Lalmonirhat at bride’s
residence.

A large number of elite in-

cluding journalists teachers.
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Flood affected people leaving submerged dwellings by a raft at Beanibazar,

200 unauthorised power
connections in Thakurgaon

THAKURGAON., May 19:
Frequent failure of power in
Thakurgaon causes immense
trouble to the consumers and
loss to the industries and hin-
ders irrigation.

According to a source ol the
'ower Development Board,
scven generators were in-
stalled at Thakurgaon Power
Station located at Thakurgaon
Road with a capacity of prod-
ucing 10.5 megawatt power in
1962. The longevity of the
generations is 28 years, At

resent, four generators are
unctioning and producing only
4 megawatt power which could
not meet the domestic de-
mand of 20 megawatts,

It may be mentioned here
that in the five upazilas of the
district, there are many deep
shallow tubewells and low-lift
pumps which are driven by
power.

An Engineer of the PDB told
this correspondent that the
deficit in the power supply be-
ing met by the national grid.
He informed that the cause of
power faflure at every now and
then was the communication
gap. He also opined if wireless
of VHF system is introduced
from the power control room
and transportation facility is
given, the disruption in power
supply can be avoided.

[t is a matter of fact that

Classes suspended
in Gurudayal
- Govt College

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, May 18:
Gurudayal Government College
autherities suspended all
classes for two days Saturday
Mb: chase and counter-
chase two rival ups

students gl

y "8
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From Our Correspondent

only one lineman and a helper
were posted to the upazilas.
Shortage of man power ham-
pers the quick service.

Unauthorised
connections
It is reported that about
2200 unauthorised domestic
and business establishment
connections were given in
Thakurgaon Sadar, Haripur,

Baliadangi, Pirganj and
Ranisankail upazilas.

It is alleged that most ille-
gal connections were taken by
police personnel living outside
the thana boundary, influential
persons and service personnel.
Small traders in different hats
and bazars are also consuming

illegal power in league with
some dishonest PDB officials.

Stolen oil
recovered

Five barrels of transformer
ofl, meant for transformer of
different capacities to keep it
cool and serviceable were re-
covered by the Ranisankail po-
lice recently.

It is learnt that there is a
33000 KV transformer at
Nekmard sub-station where 42
barrel of oil were preserved. A
1 quantity of oil has been
stolen from there. Acting on a
secret information Ranisankail
police recovered the barrels
from a store of Nekmard Bazar.

A case has been lodged with
Ranisankail police.

Govt will launch mass
literacy programme

MYMENSINGH, May 19 :
Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury
Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs, yesterday said
the BNP government would
launch a revolutionary pro-
gramme of mass education for
the illiterate people, reports
BSS.

He said the previous BNP
government had also launched
a mass literacy programme in
1980 when 40 lakh people
were given literacy within a
short time. He added that the
autocratic government which
discontinued the literacy -
gramme will be responsible to
the le.

minister was
as the chief guest at the inau-
gural ceremony of a 3-day
tr-tr.m? workshop of supervi-
sors ol mass nduuthnpeprnv
gramme at the National
Academy of Primary Education

(NAPE) here yesterday.

Presided over by Noor Ud-
din A Mahmood Kamal. Joint-
Secretary of the Ministry of
Education, the function was
addressed by local MP, A K. M.
Fazlul Hoq and Education Sec-
retary Mr. AN.M Eusuf.

The Education and Cultural
Affairs Minister said though
education is one of the funda-
mental rights of the people.
the rate of illiteracy has been
increasing at an alarming rate
and ra a difficult problem
for the nation.

Profl. Chowdhury said every
man has the right to know
about his country's history,

y and culture which
will be covered by mass educa-
tion programme. He said the
illiterate people should be

given minimum functional ed-
ucation on health, nutrition,
agriculture and science.

Unbelievable tales of
cyclone survivors

CHITTAGONG, May 19 :
Some call it miracle, some
take it as a mere chance and
still some others accept it as a
good luck or the almighty's
mercy that helped many rm
ple survive the great deluge
and severe cyclonic storm of
April 29, 1991].

Almost unbelievable stories
are now heard from somc of
the survivors who cannot yet
clearly recall how they passed
through the ordeal. The stories
of some survivors are many and
varied. Their experiences are
the bitterest one and they
shudder in fear to recollect
the nightmare.

BSS Special Correspondent
Nazir Ahmed who met a num-
ber of survivors during the past
few days came to know such
unbelievable occurrences in
Kutubdia, Banshkhali, Chakaria
and other places.

Shrimp project worker
Azhar Ali (27), of Ujantia of
Chakaria was one of the three
survivors of a group of eight
project workers. On the fateful
night they were staying in a
hut adjacent to the project off
Badarkhali. The owner of pro-
ject was also staying in a sepa-
rate hut nearby. he has re-
mained untraced till now.

Ali said, "It was midnight,
the cyclone was severe and in
the twinkling of an eye the
deluge came with unthinkable
speed. The hut was uprooted
and floating and all of us
caught hold of the thatched
roof. But the roof was torn
apart and [ did not know what
happened to my other com-
panions. | was about to drown,
but an earthen jar was floating
before me and 1 caught hold of
it."

Feni gasfield
production
begins next

month

BAKHRABAD, May 18:
Commercial production in the
Feni gasfield, which has a re-
serve of 200 billion cubic feet, I
will begin next month, reports
BSS,

This was disclosed by State
Minister for Energy and Min-
eral Resources Dr. Khandkar
Mosharraf Hossain during his
visit to Bakhrabad gasfield at
Comilla Saturday. Mau g Di-
rector of Bangladesh Gasfields
Limited Bazlul Karim was pre-
sent.

The State Minister said the
development work of Feni gas-
fleld was undertaken during
the rule of shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman in 1981 with
the financial assistance from
the Netherlands, Asian Devel-
opment Bank and the World
Bank. He said the development
work was scheduled to be
completed by 1984 but could
not be accomplished because
of negligence of the autocratic
regime of Ershad.

Dr. Mosharraf said one well
had already been dug in the
Feni gasfield at a cost of Taka
20 crore by applying local
technology. He said digging of
another well would be under-
taken soon under the Third

Natural Gas Development
Project.

A minor girl died and 30
others fell ill due to food pot-
soning Tuesday night at
Imampara village under
Taragonj upazila in Rangpur
district .

All victims took meal at a
house where they were invited
in connection with a
ceremony after taking meal
they fell il

Of them Rezeka (8) died.
Upazila Health Officer said a
seven member medical team is

Ali found himself in the
morning on a big tree with its
branches blown away by the
cyclone. The tree was in
Chakoria, almost ten miles
away from the Badarkhali
shrimp project. He was res-
cued by some relief workers.

A three-month-old baby was
found on the coconut tree at a
village in Banskhali upazila on
the morning of April 29. No-
body knew how the baby
climbed the coconut tree. It
was rescued by the local peo-
ple but no one knows whom
the baby belongs to.

Eleven-year-old Jasim of
Devpahar, Chi went to
Kutubdia with a bridal party of
19 people. Fifty per cent
members of the bridal party
are missing or dead. Jasim
caught hold of a log of wood
and was washed to Lishia of
Chakoria. Jasim joined his par-
ents with the memory of April
29 nightmare.

The Mohsin Aulia in
Anwara was not affected by cy-
clone though it has thatched
roof. The C ir Aulia Dargah
at Rustom hat in Barosa union
of Anwara upazila also re-
mained intact. People wonder
to see both the re-
maining unaffected in such a
severe cyclone, said S.M.
Yunus, General Secretary of

ten-acre Shrimp Culturists As-
sociation.

Another report from Cox's
Bazar adds : State Mindster for
Fisheries Livestocks and Envi-
ronment Abdullah Al-Noman

on Saturday some cyclone and
tidal surge hit areas of

The Daily Star 9

Chakaria here and s
reliefl and rehabilitation works
there.

He also held a meeting at
the Chakaria -
ters with ﬂtuflmplﬂhh?qmm
and local leaders where he
aaiﬂH that the government
would not tolerate -,
larity in t:ltm‘tl'llzb'l.luut:;:];!‘IF nl'h‘ml'
and rehabilitation materials.

He instructed the con-
cerned officials to put into op-
eration 40 power pumps allot-
ted, to Chakaria upazila imme-

dialag. Noman visited Sowda-
gar Ghona near the u
headquarters and saw ac-

tivities there.

He also distributed some
reliefl materials among the af-
fected people.

One killed as
‘bus falls into
ditch

MEHERPUR. May 18 : One
person was killed and S0
others injured when a passen-
ger bus skidded off the road
into a road side ditch ll;

of Gangni upazila,
thrc Saturday. reports
UNB.

The victim Panga (22),
helper of the bus (Dhaka Metro
Cha-898]1) died on the spot.
I'he injured were admitted to
Gangni Upazila Health Com-
plex.

The accident oecurred
when the bus going towards
Mcherpur from Kushtia lost
control and fell into the ditch.

However, the driver [led

' Beggars on rise in

Kishoreganj

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, May 19 :
Beggars are on the rise in the
town and adjoining areas fol-
lowing influx of poor people
from remote and cyclonc

affected areas.
According to the informed
sources, these helpless people

have trekked into the town

with the hope of getting better

| earning. Dwellers complained

that with on rush of these
people infectious diseases and
anti-social activities have
recorded a sharp rise vitiating
the social atmosphere and cre-
ating panic among the public.
Besides, small children
have taken manual jobs in ho-
tels and restaurants and in
different machinery shops to

Sirajganj town
protection groyen
may collapse

SIRAJGANJ, May 17: The

Ranigram groyen on the town-
protection embankment bent

down due to an abrupt rise of

water level in the Jamuna over
the last 24 hours, officials said,
reports UNB.

About 150 feet ol the
groyen was pressed down as
the river swe 12 em due to
onrush of water from upper-
riparitan and incessant rains
during the period, Water
Development Board sources
said.

They feared the groyen
might collapse, if the current
trend of rising water persists.

Meanwhile, about 200 fami-

lies of seven upazilas of the

district have been rendered
homeless by unabated erosion

MADARIPUR,
Madaripur-Dhaka highway is
unsafe for night travel due to
absence of security measures.

Every night numerous pas-
scngers, mostly businessmen
and people from other profes-

May 19

sions, travel amid constant
danger as dacoity has become
an almost regular feature on
this route. The coach services
had armed Ansars previously
but now they are absent. Mahy
Plln; s were h“m‘ beaten
a off all -
ings by dacoits wheo mhﬂld
coaches in the guise of passen-
gers. The fare has also been
raised considerably.

it is learnt that they choose
a solitary place to commit da-
coity. Besides, the dacoits use
fircarms, daggers and other
lethal weapons to create panic
among the innocent passen-
gers.

A nl‘l;l; coach on its way to
Barisal from Dhaka
was attacked by the hndmn:tllly
The dacoits stopped the coach

immediate deployment
armed security personnel in

support Lheir families squat-
ting in slums.
Moreover, many young

women of these [amilies re-
coursed to prostitution jeop-
ardising the social fabric. resi-
dents alleged.

Town dwellers called for
immediate rehabilitation of
these people.

Betel leal production has
been adversely affected due to
abnormal risc in the prices of
inputs following natural clami-
tles, shortage and absence of
credit [acilitics.

Prices of inputs like bam-
boo. fertilizers. oil-cake and
pesticides have shown a sharp
rise declining production to a
great extent in Katiadi.
Hossainpur, Pakundia,
Kishoregan] Sadar and

upazilas which are
main arcas.

Fund shortage has in-
creased the of the
growers. On the other hand, a

- section of dishonest bank offi-
cials have created bottlenecks
in sanctioning loan and take
gratification from the betel leaf
growcers.

Finding no other aliernative
the growers borrow mo
from the village moncy lenders
at high rate of interest.

Bamboo production has

fallen 0 a great extent in
Kishoreganj district due to

at dagger point near Rajoir un-
der Madaripur district and
looted Taka 37,000 in cash. In
another incident Meer
Siddiqur Rahman driving a
coach towards Madaripur from
Dhaka was stabbed to death by
10 dacoits, but courageous

drhﬂ:ruwdthch by
the coac 1l
g T

was killed on Madaripur-
Faridpur highway. The
Bhurghata-Takerhat section of
Bartsal has become a vulnhera-

ble place where dacoits are

active all the while.

In the of the Law
and Order Committee held re-
cently the speakers suggested

of

night coaches of to
Dhaka in order to combat

crimes and to preserve the
safety of passengers.

24 get life-term
for murder
Mr. Zulfikar All, District and

uments and pronou
verdict of life-term to

persons.

Sessions Judge, Madaripur
sentenced 24 persons to life-

term for killing one person re-
cently.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Moktel Hossain was
killed on March 3, 1987, dur-
ing the clash that took place

when Abdul Gafur eof
ur in Kalkini upazila

refused o sign the false mas-
ter roll presented by the ac-
Moktel was serio in-
jured when hit by lethal

he later died.

weapons during the clash and
wit

Public Pregsecuter, Naszrul
lslam Miah conduced the

arosecution case



