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NEW DELHI. May 19 : The
values of India's founding
fathers —secularism. socialism
and a casicless society — are

being t to the test in pariia-
un&’;em this week,

reports AP.

Voters will chose India's
fourth government in 19
months, climaxing one of the
most politically turbulent peri-
ods since independence in
1947.

There are half a billion eli-
gible voters, making the elec-
tion the largest exercise in
democracy the world has ever
soen.

Indian elections are almost

violent, and
clashes have claimed near
100 lives since March.
Voting in about 600,000

polling stations will be stag-
gered over three days -
Monday. Thursday and next
Sunday — so that millions of
police and paramilitary troops
can be shifted to likely areas of
vioclence. Complete results are
not expected until May 28

"No previous general elec-
tion has aroused so little en-
thusiasm in the people or so
much dread.” said Prem
Shankar Jha, an economic
journalist and former govern-

54 killed in
Chinese boat
capsize

BEWING, May 19: An over-

loaded ferry carrying villagers
to a weekend temple festival
flipped over and sank on a
north China reservoir, killing
at least 54 people, an official
newspaper said., reports
Reuter.

The Hebel Daily said the
ferry was carrying more than
100 people when it over-
turned and sank

BRIEFLY

ment spokesman. The issues
“touch the very core of India's
nationhood. "

There are 8,054 candidates
running for seats in the 545-
member Lok Sabha. the law-
making lower house of
Parliament.

" Sicn
sty istle-sto
through towns sl S
More than two out of three
Indians live in . and one
in two can't read. which makes

contact crucial.

Polls published on the eve
of the 'voting predict the
Congress Party of former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
will win the most seats but fall
short of a majority.

Bharatiya Janata ts riding a
wave of revitalized Hindu pride
— and tapping resentment
against India's Muslim minor-
ity. About 82 pre cent of
India's 844 million people are
Hindus. and 12 per cent are
Muslims.

Still, many voters remain
undecided. Apathy and frus-
tration with politicians is evi-

dent. - G
"All they say is " sa
Bhoop S . a middle-aged
farmer in i, a village of

2.000 people about 68 miles

(110 kilometers) from New
Delhi. "They have no honor. no
purpose, and once the election
is over they are not willing to
meet us.”

Since the last election in
November 1989, India has had
two short-ived minority gov-
ernments. each governing
with the tacit support of other
parties.

About two-thirds of the
candidates are independents.
The national parties are in the
ruling alo with 4] state
parties and 307 smaller par-
ties. Only a handful might win
SCaEls.

7 Iranians held in Iraq: seven ranian
infiltrators were captured Monday last inside Iraq. the official
iragi News Agency INA reported Saturday in a dispatch
monitored in London, reports AFP.

INA, citd

an official source, said the seven were appre-

hended by vi in Balad Ruz district east ol Baghdad.

Iran sent in a large number of saboteurs across the border
with Iraq to carry out subversive acts and riots in various
mrnuralﬂt. the Iragi authorities apprechended a number of

sabotcurs, INA said.

Rafsanjani backs Palestinians:

Iran’'s President llashemi Rafsanjant
in the occurred territories, saying
a right way to liberate the Zionist-
reports from Tehran.

for the Palcstinian up

it is a very encouraging
usurped Muslim land, Xinhua

has expressed support

Speaking to a group of visiting Palestinian writers,
and artists. the President warned it is a mistake to think that
the Zionists will be satisfied with what they have obtained or
may give some concessions to Muslims and Palestinians.

US to keep armored force in Kuwait:
The United States will keep a brigade-sized armored force
inside Kuwait until September 1, defense Secretary Dick

Cheney confirmed Sa . AFP
on CNN's "Evans and Novak"

Chency. a

reports from Wi .
Show,

saild he signed earlier this week the deployment orders to
move elements of the 11th armored cavalry regiment from

Germany 10 KuwaiL

U.S. forces now in Kuwait will return home, he said.
"The situation in kuwait is till very unstable,” Cheney said

in explaining thc decision to keep U.S. forces in the Emirate

longer than originally planned.

Strife-torm

Mexican Marincs and

. [ ]
prison sieged
police surrounded a prison close to the
U.S. border on Saturday after

e Hundreds of

police said 18 inmates were

killed and 10 wounded in fighting between rival drug gangs,

Reuter re

"It was purely

ports [rom Batamoros, Mexico.
internal, When tensions calm and we
establish internal control, we will

go after those responsible

for the killings.” state judicial police spokesman Non Hinojosa

told reporiers.

A foree of 200 Mexican Marines was joined by special anti-
riot teams and federal judicial police units outside the Cereso
state prison near a residential neighbourhood of Matamoros,
just across the Rio Grande river from Brownsvilly. Texas.

Palestinian shot dead: A young Paiestinian

was shot to death by Israeli soldiers on Saturday during
clashes in a village in the northern West Bank, Isracli military
sources said, reports AFP from Jerusalem.

The clashes began when some young villages started ston-
ing a patrol in the village of Nassilia near Jenian, an Israeli
spokesman said.

The soldiers, who were in r, then opened fire at a
suspect who was leading his companions on and refused to
obey orders, he said.

A Plestinian hospital source said a young villager, short in
the abdomen, was taken to Ittthda Hospital in Nablus where
he died of his wounds. His identity was not reported.

' [ ]
Countdown for Columbia: natona
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) officials
Saturday began the countdown for Columbia's nine-day space
mission, on which astronauts will study how humans adapt to
space by medically monitoring one another, reports AFP from
Cape Canveral.

The 1st space shuttle flight was scheduled to blast off at
1200 GMT Wednesday ing a crew of seven includi
three physicians and one cell biologist, on the first spece
mission in 5-1/2 years and the first one planned for medical
research.

Aller floating through a tunnel from the cabin to the spece-
lab module in the shuttle's cargo bay astronatus will carry out
a battery of medical tests as Columbia orbits the earth 206
kilometers (184 miles) above its surface.

Co holds vi rallies:

You staged motor-scooter rallies around Kathmandu
Saturday to celebrate their liberal Nepali Congress Party's
victory over communists in the Hi yan Kingdom's first
free polls in three decades, Reuter reports from Kathmandu.

irteen months after Nepali Congress and Communist
demonstrators united to force King Birendra to surrender ab-
solute power, the two are polarised with the commu-
nists sweeping the capital and the lfberals winning national
power in the May 12 general election.

ol4

NEW DELHI. May 19: Three
men say they are confident of
being able to form the next

rnment of the world's
most populous democracy
after Indian elections that
start Monday. reports Reuter.

A fourth, sure that no party
will win a majority, sees him-
scll as the likely kingmaker or
even A compromise prime
minister.

The four men wooing
india’'s 514 million veters in
the May 20. 23 and 26
election are: Rajiv Gandhi: the
reluctant politician who led
the Congress party to its sec-
ond defeat since India won in-
dependence from Britain in
1947. Grandson of Jawaharial
Nehru, India's first Prime
Minister, the airline pilot en-
tered politics on the death of
his you brother Sanjay in
1980 r re from his
mother, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, Nehru's daughter.

He succeeded her hours
after she was assassinated in
October 1984. Promising to
lead India into the 21st cen-
tury. he won a landslide
victory in elections that
December.

He later became mired in

charges of corruption and inel-
ficlency and Congress lost fts
majority in November 1989. In
opposition, it helped bring
down one minority govern-
ment a year later and backed
another, under Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar.

Candhi confessed he was
taken by surprise when
Shekhar quit in March to
force the election. Powerful
regional Congress bosses will
threaten Gandhi's leadership if
he fails at the polls.

Gandhi, 46, has sou
shrug off both the pro-rich
image that helped defeat him
in 1989 and the sluggish
image he acquired in
opposition. His Italian wife
Sonia has tried hard to
identify with Indian culture.

strenuo
road and rail throu ﬂnuﬁ
ing summer heat of India's po-
litically-dominant northern
plains, Gandhi has been
mobbed by tens of thousands
of villagers.

But the men may just have
wanted to see Nehru's grand-
son while women have always
turmed out for the man whose
fair-skinned good looks once
made him the nation's heart-
throb.

Congress remained the
biggest party in the old

Parliament and Gandhi's oppo-
nents hope the crowds will
not transiate into votes.

Lal Krishan Advani : likely
Prime ministerial candidate of
the right-wing. Hindu revival-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
which has surged late in the
campaign. Few outside its
ranks see it winning a major-
ity, but not for want of skilful
efforts by Advani to project it
as India’s party of salvation.

Advani a clean-living, 63-
year-old, is a lawyer who puts
BJP policy across persuasively
to the outside world and to
moderate urban voters. He can
also strike up an instant rap-
port with crowds of Hindi-

villagers.

He is the driving force be-
hind a BJP campaign that crit-
ics say aims at creating a mili-
tant Hindu state. He says the
BJP just wants to stop its op-
ponents pampering the 120

ght to

International

India's founding 4 men 1n scramble for wooi
fathers on trmal

million Indian voters

RAJIV GANDHI

Leader, Congress Party
Prime Minister 1984-89

L. K. ADVANI, Leader,
Bharatiya Janata Party

CHANDRA SHEKHAR,
Leader, Samajwadi Janata
Party Prime Minister since
Nov 1980

_

V. P. SINGH, Leader, Janata
Dal, Prime Minister 1989-90 -

million Muslims among India's
850 million people with spe-
cial legal provisions.

Advani is credited with the
strategies that boosted his
party's strength from just two
seats to 86 in the 1989 polls.

Now he hopes the BJP will
ride to victory on a wave of
Hindu emotion over the site of

Nepali Cong, CP for cooperation

KATHMANDU, May 19 :
Leaders of two major Nepalese
, the Nepali Congress
m Nepal Communist
Party (UML), pledged to coop-
erate in the future as ruling

and o tion party under
wpmnn. local news-

gpen reported today, states

G Prasad Koirala, Gen-
eral ll;lnl’!.:t::m:\tmry of the Nepali

L L 1
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(UML

Pakilt.m Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif greeted

Congress, said that so long as
the communists operated
within the framework of the
country's constitution, he
would cooperate with them.
But if they challenge the con-
stitution, his would no
doubt adopt the required
strategy neceded to save the
democracy.

Nepal Communist Party
General Secretary

R

by

the Quran to the supreme law of the country.

a 16th century mosque in the r-m

northern town of Ayodhya.
Advani courted arrest last year
by marching to claim the site.
which he says is the birthplace
of the Hindu god Lord Rama.
His protest helped bring down
the nt of Vishwanath
Pratap Singh.

Vishwanath Pratap Singh:
Creator of an anti-Congress al-
liance that took pewer as a
minority government with
outside support form the BJP
and Communists in December
1989,

Singh had quit Congress
after launching an anti-corrup-
tion drive as Gandhi's Finance
Minister. Hailed by Indian me-

dia as ‘Mr Clean’'. Sirigh lasted
just 11 months as Prime
Minister. a job he had always
insisted he did not want.

In August 1990 he suddenly
decided to implement a 10-
year-old plan to raise the pro-
portion of government re-
served for low castes in the
Hindu hierarchy to nearly 50

per cent.

Newspapers blamed Singh
when upl:cr-um students set
fire to themselves in protest.
Urban sophisticates, who had
genera much of the atmo-
sphere that brought him to
power, deserted him. The BJP
took up the Ayodhya issue and
brought down his government
amid caste and Hindu-Musim
riots in November 1990.

Singh is a bespectacled 50-
year-old who often seems to
lose the ends of his sentences
in philosophical doubt. He says
he sacrificed office to defend
social justice. He hopes the
low caste majority will carry
him back to power.

Madan Bhandair said his party
will play the role of a responsi-
ble opposition in the parlia-
ment for the preservation of
national integrity and consoli-
dation of democracy.

“The future congress gov-
ernment will not survive long
if it attempted to suppress the
Communist Party which had
fought against the despotic
Panchayat (Parliament) system
for 30 years,” he warned.

-

people at Badshahi Mosque in Lahore

Hl{ 17 after a special prayer for his government's decision to pass the Shariah bill and

—AFP photo.
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Total: 525 seats

How the parties stood when the election was called

to win votes: Major

LONDON, May 19 : Prime
Minister John Major, stung by
a by-election defeat this week,
launched a fierce counter-of-
fensive against his Labour op-
ponents Saturday as a national
peoll put them ahead of the
government, reports Reuter.

The Harris Survey for
Sunday's Observer newspaper
gave Labour a four-point advan-
tage over Major's Conser-
vatives, further clouding the
government's chances of
retaining power at the next
general election.

Labour has already rattled
the Conservatives by seizing
one of their rural strongholds
Thursday in a bitter by-elec-
tion contest widely seen as a
trial run for a nationwide vote.

Major responded Saturday
with his most virulent assault
on Labour since becoming

| Prime Minister, accusing the

of scarce-mongering and
lies to win votes.
In the by-election, Labour
campaigned on a pledge to
rotect Britain's national
th service, saying the gov-
ernment planned to dismantle
the system of free treatment
and introduce supermarket-
style, private health care.

"It seems Labour prefers

|lies and innuendo to the

truth,” Major said in a speech
to Conservative Party mem-
bers,
"It is time Labour called a
halt to their shabby and
shameful political campaign.”

The conservative insist
their reforms, which allow
hospitals to become indepen-
dent trusts within the national
health service, are designed to
improve efficiency.

Labour, which wiped out a
conservative rity of more
than 9,000 votes to win the by-
election in the South Wales
constituency of Monmouth,
says the Conservatives are
just bad losers.

Reuter
fellowships
announced

LONDON, May 19 : The
Reuter Foundation has an-
nounced the award of
University Fel o ninc
journalists from Alrica. Asia
and the Middle East, reporis
BSsS

The Harries poll showed
Labour had struck a nerve with
its warnings over the health
service. Of the 1,054 volters
questioned for the survey, two
thirds said this was their vot-
ers questioned for the survey,
two thirds said this was their
main worry.
The poll put support for
Labour at 42 per cent of the
electorate, with the
Conservatives on 38 per cent
This was despite strong voler

satisfaction with Major's per-

formance as Prime Minister.
Major, who replaced
Margaret Thatcher as Premier
in November last , must
call a full general election by
mid- 1992 when his govern-
ment's mandate nuns out

ber of br*n mostly
try by Japan
80 per cemt,
cial figures
night by the
ing Corpora
ports PTL

Their total was 36 264 and
more than 82 per cemt of themn
were branded ‘fllegal workers
who were mostly brought in by
lmbour contractors working for
industries hit hardest by an
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Quayle’'s jet
forced to land,
trip to Japan
delayed

WASHINGTON. May 19: An
electrical problem on Vice

Alaskan Air Force base for

repairs on Saturday. delaying
Quayle's arrtval in Japan, the
White House saild, reports
Reuter.

“They have been delayed
five hours and are still waiting
for the plane to be repatred.”
said David Beckwith, the Vice
President's

An cleetrical malfunction in
the navigational system of the
Vice Presidential jet, air foree
two, was detected after it
made a scheduled stop at
Eielson Air Force base In
Fairbanks, Alaska, at about 9:30
am (1730 GMT). Beckwith
said.

He said the malfunction had
no effect on the Mlight and did
not jeopardise the safety of the
passenger. Travelling with the
Vice President was his wife,

Marilyn. and Chiel White
House Economiec Adviser
Michael Boskin.

Quayle is on a six-day Asian
trip with stops in Japan.

Indonesta and Singapore.
lle was expected to arrive

in Tokyo shortly after noon to-
day his arrival will be delayed
and several events scheduled
for today have been cancelled,
Beckwith said.

NBeckwith said he did not
know when the plane would
leave Alaska.

Fierce fighting
around
Kandahar on

ISLAMABAD. May 19 :
Fighting is continuing around
the city of Kandahar. the sec-
ond largest city in Afghanistan,
between defending govern-
ment forces and Afghan
Mujahideen, according to
Midia and ANA, two news
agencies of Afghan Mujahideen
based in Peshawar, reports
Xinhua.

The Afghan government
planes have been bombing
Mujahideen (Muslim holy war
fighters) positions around the
city of Kandahar since the
Mujahidcen launched the op-
eration last Wednesday.

The Afghan Mujahideen
started their offensive by
shelling the city of Kandahar
with artillery and long-range
missilcs.

Oftf the Record

& [ ]
Aborigines committing
suicide

SYDNEY : Suicide rates among aborigines have soared 10-
fold since 1981 and now six times higher than they arc for
other Australians, the Medical Journal of Australia said, re-
ports Reuter.

In a study published in the journal's May 20 fssue. Dr John
Clayer of the mental health and evaluation centre in Adelaide
said that in 1988, 105.3 suicide per 100,000 aborigines were
recorded in the state of south Australia.

This com with 10.] per 100.000 in 198]. Rales in
New South Wales State in the 19050s were around three per
100,000, but a survey of 1,000 tribal aborigines in the 1960s
and 1970s found no incidence of suicide.

Clayer said other studies showed that aborigines with a
traditional background or closs tribal links when young were

less likely to commit suicide.
He said the study supported the theory that suicides were

prompted by the social disintegration of the continent’'s
indigenous people under colonisation.

Shark meat dangerous

TALLAHASSEE (Florida) : Shark meat contains such high
amounts of poisonous mercury that eating it may be danger-
ous, Florida officials said Monday. reports AP.

“For those who continue eating shark, the and
amount consumed is d related to the risk of mercury
poisoning.” said Dr Charles Mahan. state health officer.

The ts of Agriculture, and Health and Rehabili-
tative Services issued a joint health advisory cautioning fish-
ermen and seafood lovers to limit their consumption of the
increasingly popular meat.

HRS scientists found that the average nfethyl mercury
concentrations in 25 shark samples exceeded state and fed-

- . were taken at the retall level, state

Because the
authorities could not if the high mercury content is lim-
s or specific walers.

fted to certain ol
ﬂl‘l‘l.dnhﬂ ﬂldw-dtdu should cat shark meat no more than
once 8 week and children and women of childbearing age

should not eat shark more than once monthly.




