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this month t it would re-

guire 1.4 billlon dollars for
emergency reliefl, repair and

operations in the
wake ul d\rdﬂmtm‘ cy-

clone.
A separate of the
donors to consider the

medium and long-term cy-
clone and tidal su action
programme at a su uent
tage is not ruled out. In
December 1989 after two suc-
cessive floods in 1987 and

New aid pledges or com-
mitments at the forthcoming
Consortium meeting will not
however influence disburse-
ments much in next year. The
bulk of normal aid require-

ments next year, as in the
will be met dis-

ts primarily from the
outstanding pipeline. Country's
opening aid pipeline for 1991-
92, on the basis of ts

About 90 per cent of it is ac-
counted for by project aid re-
sources. The overall aid
pipeline has been bulging over
the years mainly because of
slow utilisation of project aid
for lack of matching local re-
sources and other implemen-
ms.

Ft-hpll#lﬂmuuwd!r
and food ‘ald at the annua
Consortium meeting will. how-

ever. be important for the
budgetary resource manage-
ment by the government, the
officials sources said.

The World Bank in its rec-
ommended aid commitment of
2.18 billion dollars for 199]-
92 that the package
should consist of 1.51 billion
dollars as project aid. 428 mil-
lion dollars as commodity aid
and 234 millon dollars as food
aid. It forwarded its final ver-
sion ( in grey cover) of Country
Economic Memorandum to the
CGovernment early this month,

Reviewing the prospects of
increased external aid support
by the donor community at
this year's Consortium meet-
ing, the official circles ob-
served that the situation was
"more favourable® than last
year. They attributed the rea-
sons for the same to several
positive factors. Restoration of
democracy through free and
fair elections and improve-
ment in overall econmomic

t are the most no-
table factors in this context,
the same circles said. Besides,
the recent cyclone and tidal
surge, the worst natural disas-
ter in country's history, will
also draw more international
support, they added.

About overall improvement
in economic management. the
officials pointed out that the
World Bank in its Country
Economic Memorandum for
1991-92 had already taken
note of it. Unlike its alternative
aid recommendations at last
year's Consortium meeting.
the Bank said such alternatives
"are not warranted” this year

in view of “the improved
macro-economic perfor-
mance’.

At the Paris Aid Club meet-
ing in April 1990, the World
Bank recommended “a lower
case” aid commitments for 1.5
billion dollars and “"a higher
case” aid commitments for
two billion dollars, depending
upon the Government's serious
efforts to accelerate economic
growth and development ac-
tivities.

The Bank has however
stressed a number of areas
where the new Government
will need to clarify its policy
position as well as resolve re-
lated issues. The areas include
tax reform. clear priorities for
public investment p me,
curtailment of wasteful cur-
rent expenditures, input liber-
alisation in agriculture, trade
and tariff, financial sector re-
forms and public sector re-
structuring.

Clash in Sirajganj

Sy g
employees Irom eren
took in the procession
and reopening of Sirajgan|
Spinning and Cotton Mills. The
mill. reportedly owned by the
brother of a ruling party MP,
was closed on November 17
last year.

All components of SKOP,
excepting BNP's labour wing
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal, took
part in the action programme
that official activity
and transportation in the town.
Sramik Dal called for boycott
of the programme and went
into counteraction .

The agitating workers also
clashed with members of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
at Sirajgan] government

and, the BNP student
‘activists alleged, ransacked
classrooms. were inter-
ﬁhnz 15 workers were in-
jured in the clash. The trouble
spread to other parts of
town when the students
chased the workers.

A group of youngsters, al-
legedly led by JCD and BNP
workers, ransacked AL and
JSD offices and set the furni-
ture ablaze.

The SKOP demonstrators,

Flood situation
From Page 1 Col. 7

The situation in Khaliajuri
upazila was serfous. Other af-
fected upazilas of the district
are : . Mohanganj
and Atpara. Crops on about
three thousand acres of land
have been damaged. Road
communication of the affected
upazilas with the district

remained cut ofl.

Meanwhile, Information
Secretary Manjoor-e-Mowla
said in Dhaka on Satu that
so far 200 metric tons of food-
grains were distributed among
the flood affected people of the

lhet region.
T, coco
of saree, 8000 pieces of
and another 8000 pieces
of old ts have been sent
to the flood affected areas by

. On an average four
helicopter sorties are being

organised a day, he said.

then
the

later reinforced by several
thousand workers from Qawmi
Jute Mills, massed at the New
market bus stand, railway sta-
tion and Khedon Sardar
crossing and clashed with BNP
workers.

Police fired teargas cells
near Jame Mosque and Station
Road to disperse the rioters.
They picked up one person,
Gopal alias Hemanta.

The demonstrators pelted
bricks at "Padma”, an intercity
train, coming from Rajshahi.

The agitated workers also

ly ransacked 4t least 20
houses of BNP workers at
Dhanbandi during the
widespread clash.

Earlier, the demonstrators

set ablaze a motor-cycle in |

front of the district Judge's
Court.

A photo journalist was as-
saulted and his camera dam-
aged in the melee.

Four of the injured were
admitted into sadar hospital
with serious injuries. They are
Shajahan of Qawmi Jute Mills
and Shahidul Islam,
Khoiruddin and Hafiz of
Spinning & Cotton Mills.
Others were given first aid.

Motor Workers Union
President Abdul Mannan
claimed at least 50 people
were injured, and the activists
of JCD kidnapped five workers
from the college ground.

JCD supporters also
stormed the sadar hospital and
mercilessly beat up injured
workers including Motor
Workers Union General secre-
tary Sahjahan admitted there,

he alleged.
Vice-President and General
Secretary of Sirajganj

Government Collage Students'
Union Amar Krishna Das and
Saidur Rahman Bacchu said
the SKOP procession entered
the college campus and took
away 15 cycles:

APSU

B ol ly _ s I DI

of the persons involved.

They also demanded with-
drawal of police forces from
the campus and said the police
presence was. a violation of the
autonomy of the university.

Earlier they brought out a
procession on the campus.

|
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Begum Khaleda Zia presiding over a meeting of BNPPP on Saturday at the committee room at the

—PID photo

___

oment at least.

—Star photo

- Form of govt | Coordination cell |

From Page 1 Col. 7
cussions. Some were pleading

for a parliamentary form of
government, some were
favouring the existing presi-
dential - form while a third
group was [avouring a marriage
between the presidential and
the parliamentary forms.

Barrister Salam Talukder
said that a final decision on the
form of government would not
be taken so early, and that the
debate on this issue would
continue further at different
times and places.

This was the first formal
meeting of the BNP in which
the vexed issue, that triggered
debate between the Treasury
and the Opposition Benches
during the just concluded first
session of the fifth Parliament,
was discussed. The issue was
debated during the discussion
on the speech of the Acting
President.

But both the Leader of the
House and Leader of the Oppo-
sition did not take part in any
iebate on the issue in Parlia-
ment.

The Awami League., how-
ever. had unilaterally brought a
bill which was notified to the
Parliament Secretariat propos-
ing a parliamentary form of
government.

The bill may be tabled in
the next session of Parliament.

The BNP which was sched-
uled to meet on May 1 to de-
cide about the form of gov-
ernment could not do so be-
cause of the cyclone.

Some leaders of the BNP
requested the Awami League
not to bring the bill in this

session, so that they get a
chance to decide the issue
among themselves.

Yesterday the BNPPP
meeting was attended by not
more than 60 MPs. -

Insiders alleged that most
of the MPs had not been iIn-
formed earlier that the meet-
ing was convened hurriedly.
They also brought allegations
against the Whips of the party
who did not properly convey
the messages to the Parlia-
ment members.

Party insiders said that
many of the MPs returned to
their constituencies after the
end of the first session of Par-
llament.

Insiders also raised ques-
tions about the lack of coordi-
nation between the political
leaders and the bureaucracy.

They also alle that the
top-notchers of the party al-
ways remain encircled either.
by the bureaucrats turned
politicians, or by the tech-
nocrats and the present bu-

reaucracy.

They also pointed out that
the top leaders of the party
were too busy with their own
constituencies and not paying
heed to the constituencies of
the general MPs of the party.

The meeting which was
scheduled to begin at 4 pm
started at 5.30 pm. Begum Zia
left the meeting
pm and again came back at 9
pm.

The meeting was continu-
ing till the writing of this re-

port. '

Noble cause

~ From Page 1 Col. 8
In an interview with BSS

Special Correspondent Azizul
Islam Bhuiyan, Col Salvage
said, "It is my first-ever visit to
Bangladesh. | am happy that
we are here for a noble cause.”

He said the team has ar-
rived here at the request of
Banﬂndeah government and
would perform all its activities
as per desire and instructions
of the local authoritjes in relfef
and rchabilitation programme.

Col Salvage, who visited the
affected areas today. to survey
the need, said. "Devastation
was colossal but we will be able
to do something good for the
survivors.”

He said "] am overwhelmed
with the warmth of affection
being demonstrated by the
people and at the same time
we are much encouraged by
the help and assistance being
extended to us by the people.”

Lt Col Salvage's team will

start operation on Sunday
when four helicopters will
reach here.

He said, "We have brought
all necessary tools and equip-
ment for carrying out activities
in the cyclone -hit areas.”

He said 20 members of his
team would be stationed at the
headquarters in Dhaka while
50 to 100 troops will be in the
operational area.

Terming the disaster, as
"tragic" and "massive” Lt Col
Salvage said, "destruction was
worse than of a war.”

"We are friends of
Bangladesh and want to help
the distressed people,” he
said, adding, everybody should
come forward on humanitarian
ground. "We feel good to be
here to serve the distressed
humanity.”

"We will not be able to stay
for a long time. Our stay here
will be for a few weeks," he

at around 8 |
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with warmth.

The hectic operations by
US Marines raised new hopes
among the people to get back
to a normal life soon.

The helicopters. hovercraft
and landing craft of the US
Task Force have geared up the
reliefl operations. The heli-
copters are carrying goods to
the inaccessible areas and ev-
ery one is now getting relief.
said an official source.

Medical teams are working
round-the-clock to check the
spread of diarrhoea in the af-
fected areas. However, 21
deaths were reported from the

Mosharraf's bail
rejected, Zeenat's

The bali petition of former

Industries Secretary Mosharraf
Hossain, was rejected Saturday
by the District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka, while the same
court granted bail to his wife
Zeenat Mosharraf. reports
BSS.

The Bureau of Anti-Corru-
ption already submitted to the
court a chargesheet against
Mosharral Hossain and his
wife, Zeenat Mosharral, for
misuse of government prop-
erty and transport for their
personal use.

Tamizul Haque and AKM
Abdur Rahim appeared for
Mosharral Hossain and Zeenat
Mosharraf, while Moazzem
Hossain and special PP ap-
peared for the state.

Hasina
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failed to fulfil the aspirations of
the people”, she said and
added that the activities of the
present rulers have frustrated
the people. She said a lack of
coordination in government
relief work was also prevailing.

Sheikh Hasina said people
had expected much from the
new parliament, but they were
disappointed as the leaders of
the ruling party deviated from
their commitment to the peo-
ple to establish a sovereign
parliament. She said the op-
positfon in the parliament
could not move a bill for
amending the Constitution for
introducing parliamentary sys-
tem though the bill was ready
and alleged that the ruling
party tactfully avoided the
amendment bill of the opposi-
tion.

She urged the student
community to play their role in
the movement for establi
a true democracy and people’s
rule in the country.

cyclone hit areas on Saturday.

About B000 people have
been affected by diarrhoea all
over the country.

The US Marines are dis-
tributing water purifying
tablets and water purifying
units are being moved to the
aflected areas to ensure supply
of pure drinking water.

Briefing newsmen in Dhaka
Information Secretary Manzur-
e-Mowla said:

The much needed coordi-
nation between the Bangladesh
Armed Forces, US Task Force,
NGO's and the Zonal Relief
Coordinator of the government
of Bangladesh will remove
overlapping of relief opera-
tions and will ensure better
distribution.

Meanwhile, reliefl goods are
arriving from different coun-
tries.

Six planes from the US,
Italy, Pakistan, China Germany
and Japan arrived at Zia with
reliefl goods.

Two Japanese helicopters
are expected to join the reltef
operations soon and were test
flown at Zia international
Airport on Saturday.

The International Fund for
Agricultural Development
[(IFAD) has extended 15 mil-
lion US dollars to Bangladesh
for rehabilitation of agriculture

“in the affected areas.

An expert team from IFAD
will arrive on May 23 to review
the over all needs,

DHAKA SUNDAY MAY 19, 1991

ment demonstrations since President Roh Tac-woo came
power. Tens of thousands of students and wurkers

ZAGREB, (Yugoslavia). May 18 : Croatian leaders on Satur-

day criticised the presidency’s failure to

t a Croat as its

first non-Communist leader. The remarks came a day before
Croatians vote on whether to remain part of Yugoslavia. Opin-

jon polls indicated that a

of Croatia's five milllon citi-

zens favours secession. Communist-led Serbia blocked the

reports AP.

South Korean Ambassador
to Bangladesh Jal Chun Lee on
Saturday called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
the Prime Minister's Secretary
office, report BSS.

The envoy conveyed the
deepest sympathy of the South
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo
for the heavy loss to life and
property caused by the devas-
tating cyclone in Bangladesh.

Lee expressed the hope
that the government under the
dynamic leadership of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
would face the present chal-
lenge with courage and forti-
tude.

The South Korean Amba-
ssador handed over a cheque
for US dollars one lakh to the
Prime Minister in emergency
aid to sh.

The Ambassador informed
Begum Zia that the local NGOs
in South Korea would send
1.000 metric tons of rice for
the cyclone affected people.

Lee further informed the
Prime Minister that Korean
Red Cross Society has con-
tributed US dollars 20,000 in
cash to the emergency relief
fund of the International
Committee of the Red Cross in
aid of the cyclone victims of
Bangladesh.

Begum Khaleda Zia thanked
the South Korean President,
his government and the people
for helping Bangladesh in this
hour of need.

She stressed that perma-
nent structures in the cyclone

prone areas have to be con-
structed to face the onslaught.

Kuwait

Kuwait Saturday donated
two ambulance boats to
Bangladesh to help the injured
and ailing persons and expand
the medical facility in the cy-
clone-hit areas of the country.

State Minister for Relief

4 Lutfur Rahman Khan formally

More foreign aid
for cyclone victims

recetved the two ambulance
boats from the Ambassador of
Kuwait to Moham -
mad Ibraheem Al-Najran. on
the bank of the river Buriganga
at

The State Minister thanked
the Kuwait governments for
donating these boats and as-

sured that these would be put
to the best use.

Egypt

The ttan Ambassador
to Bangladesh, Mohammed
Badar. called on State Minister
for Rebefl, Lutfur Rahman Khan

The ﬁ:nrpunn Ambassador
informed the State Minister
that a Boeing 474 Ehm carry-

ing reliefl materia Itdllm
. tents

foodstull medicines,

clothes would arrive in Dhaka

on May 21 from t to help

the cyclone-affected people of
More relief

materials from t would

arrive Bangladesh soon, the
Ambassador added.

The State Hmll?:r t.l'-.nks
the government of Egypt

An instalment of relief
cargo from the Soviet Red

Cross . comprising
tents other equipment for
the 29 cyclone victims is

scheduled to arrive in Dhaka
by an Aerofiot flight Monday.
Soviet Ambassador Vitaly S.
Smirmov said Saturday.
Besides, he said the Soviet
committee for so with
the countries of Asth Alfrica
has deeided to allocate an
amount of 60 thousand roubles
as [Tk 40 lakh ) as relief aid to

The Ambassador also
pointed out that Soviet heavy
duty aircraft are widely
used for deliveries of relief

goods. :

tensifying help

TToky(_)_I*‘c::brum' for in

to disaster-prone countries

The just-concluded "Tokyo
Forum” has stressed the need
for reinforcing appropriate in-
ternational cooperation for the
least developed countries to
prevent disasters as far as pos-
sible, reports BSS.

The ministerial-level con-
ference, attended by foreign
ministers of 10 LDCs and other
prominent world dignitaries,
made particular reference to
the recent devastating cyclone
in Bangladesh and under-
scored the need for intensify-
ing efforts to help such disas-
ter-prone countries to mitigate
the consequences of the natu-
ral disasters.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mustafizur Rahman returned,
Saturday after attending the
four-day "Tokyo Forum”. The
meeting was organised by the
government of Japan as a fol-
low up of the Second United

Nations Conference on :the
Least Developed Countries in

Bangladesh is a eountry
with steady economic growth,
a homogeneous and resilient
society, soil so fertile that it
has the potential to generate a
food surplus even without pop-
ulation control and a widely
shared sense of national pur-
pose, said the Washington Post
in its recent report, says BSS.

The Washington Post in its
May 15 issue published a news
analysis on Bangladesh's efforts
to rebuild the cyclone devas-
tated areas, headlined, "After
the storm. Bangladeshis see a
ray of hope: Resilient nation
bolstered by economic growth,
fertile soil and sense of pur-
pose.”

The report portrays the ef-

n Post on

forts of Bangladesh to build up
its economy and improve the

quality of life of the people. It
said in contrast to the image af
Bangladesh as a poverty
stricken country, there is an-
other, less visible side to

of its educated elite
have scattered abroad, but
those who cling to hope in
Bangladesh — and there are
many — do not séem irra-
tional,” the report added.
Following are excerpts from
the report : "As that struggle is
renewed in the aftermath of

"Many

the latest cyclone, some

his are debating the
role played in their affairs by
the industrialised world,

which pours about two billion
dollars annually into the cof-
fers of a Dhaka-based federal
bureaucracy that, in the view of
some development specialists,
has done little to deserve it
"Among the donors, there is
a genuine bewilderment at
how many emergencies
Bangladesh faces,” said a se-
nior international relief official.
"There is a profound misun-
derstanding of the country, but
a profound sympathy for the
chaos wreaked by the ecy-
clones.”
That sympathy which has
roduced more than 200 mil-
n dollars in donations since
the recent storm, contrasts
with evident fatigue among in-

aftermath of cyclone

ternational donors about the |

war-torn, famine-stricken
Horn of Africa, where it is
predicted that hundreds of
thousands of Ethiopians and
Sudanese will die of hunger
this summer.

There. even reliefl organisa-
tions are giving up, aid officials
said, because governments.
armies and rebel factions are
blocking them from helping

i Bamglidosli. Sllowing

But in '
the lead of the Bangladeshis
the donors cling to hope that

have reason to do so.

“This i1s a terribly poor
country,” said a Weslern
diﬂhmiL “But there are possi-

b and prospects here.”

Paris last September.

One of the main objectives
of the Forum was to sensitise
the Japanese parliament and
the public opinion on the need
of the LDCs for greater inter-
national assistance to help
them overcome different prob-
lems hindering their economic
growth.

The conference was at-
tended, among others, by
former World Bank President
Robert MacNamara, Adminis-
trator of the UNDP William
Draper and was chaired by
former Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Saburo Okita.

“The Forum went ofl very
well. It focussed the problems
of LDCs including the prob-
lems of natural disasters like
the floods, cyclone, droughts,
etc., which the LDCs often ex-
perience,” Dr. Tawfique Al
Director General of For-
eign Ministry, told newsmen.

Dr. Ali, who accompanied

the Fumuumur o Tokyo

as a me of the Bangladesh
delegation, said the confer-

ence discussed the Plan of Ac-
tion adopted in the Second
Nations Conference on the
LDCs and called for taking

US Harrier
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that might require some time.
The pilot of the aircraft
however survived the accident
that took place during a train-
ing exercise as he ejected
while the aireraft was lalling

into the Bay.
The loss of the Harrler ma
be worth 10 o 12 .

llon US dollars, said the
The I.H'Jl'.llht Harrter was

one of the six now here but not

related o the reliefl eflorts.

measures that would help im-
plement the decisions of the
Paris conference.

He said the For-
eign Minister aval himself
of this opportunity of dis-
cussing issues of broad bilat-
eral matters with the Japanese
Foreign = Minister Taro

M Mostafizur Rahman called
on Japanese Prime Minister
Toshiki Kaifu and thanked him
for the Japanese assistance
given to the cyclone alffected
people of Bangladesh.

The Japanese Prime Minis-
ter expressed his con-
cern at the t of cy-
clone affected people and his
sorrow for the dead and as-
sured the
Minister of all possible assis-
tance from his country in relief
operations and long term re-
habilitation.

Prime Minister Kaifu wel-
comed the recent n-
tary polis in and
congratulated the BNP gov-
ernment for coming to power

fair and free elections.
He said a Japanese parliamen-
tary p had gone to
Bangladesh to monitor the
polling and had described the
elections as “exemplary”.

" DU classes
resume

The academic

suspension due to national dis-
asler, BSS.
The University authoritics



