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Dhaka, Sunday, May 19, 1991

A Divisive Move
the face of it. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
it as an achievement of his .
at Pakistan National Assembly has
ﬁﬁ-mmmﬂmﬁmﬂnmuw
in the country. Like the Government of
Islamic Democratic
its commitment to
a part moral and a part political
which provided Mr Sharif with tmt
ition

ob
m«ﬂ platform to keep the oppos
m'l Democratic Alllance (PDA), and its

scures

obliged

the draft form, the bill failed to please any politi-
cal , either on the right or in the middle.
While LB extreme rightwing Islamic forces,
loosely called the fundamen camp, did not
tion pom enough cou un-
der the "supreme law of ", the mnld'ge-m‘-
the-road forces, re ted by PPP and the
National Awami saw the move as a retro-
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m’far too much author-
of the clerics and,
r women's rights,
t, the statemen Ms Bhutto has
specific and precise. The leader spoke
a good cross section of the educated people in
ntry, inside and outside her own o -
she warmed that the passa%eof e bill
the clerics enough power to challenge
overturn a parliamentary legislation on
und of it being un-Islamic.
A pragmatic politiclan, Prime Minister Sharif
recognised the er identified by Ms
hutto. In the first place, he ediately assured
his people that he was not a fundamentalist, a
statement that angered a section of mullahs who
differ among themselves on the definition of fun-
damentalism, and then he went on to sofien
some of the ns of the bill before it was
passed by the National Assembly. As expected,
the opposition PDA remains as critical of the re-
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vised as it was of the draft. It
is now to take the matter to the court.
Notwithstan the political motives of the

rul.l:ﬁrpany. a well-educated modern politician
like Sharif should with Ms Bhutto in
establishing the c utional guarantee of the
supremacy of the rearllamtnt. or both sides, it
would be a sensible compromise, although this
may well result in the erosion of support from the
ms parties for the Prime Minister's uneasy

n.
The e that faces Prime Minister Sharif
is more than a political dilemma of the kind that
successive administrations in Islamabad have
faced again and again. This time, it is a challenge
— one t even call it a — posed against
the democratic future of , a future in
which the country's commitment to modernism
as a way of life for its le should
remain as strong as its obligation to the Rule of

Law and fundamental human rights. One must not

also overlook the fact the drive towards the so-
called Islamisation in Pakistan at this time would
be loited by Hindu fundamentalists in India to
the detriment of the country's peace and com-
munal harmony, especially during the election
surun{}::m Monday. all this into consider-
ation, the ruling party in Pakistan will be well
advised to take a long pause, and use the time for
consultation with the opposition, before pushing
the bill through the Senate whose a al re-
mains a necessity before the propo tion
is E;.It on the statute book. If Mr Sharif is out to

history, let him do so by uniting, rather
than by di , the nation.

Insuring the Poor

An innovative insurance strategy looks ready to
take off in a major way after only three and a half

ars of operation. Two insurance schemes
gwwn as Swalpa Sanchoy and Grameen Bima,
have taken the Grameen concept a stage
further, although the former have been initiated
by a different establishment altogether. But the
u:rea appears to be similar and the impact is fast
approaching that of Grameen Bank. The insur-
ance schemes have spread to four districts since
their launching in January, 1988, and now boast
over 20,000 subscribers.

The above statistics may seem quite negligible

— in so far as insurance-policy selling goes — until
one considers the fact that all the policy-holders
are from the lowest rung of the country's socio-
economic ladder. While the Grameen ent
seeks to alleviate lpnvcrty by t to the
rural r to enable them to stand on their own

feet. the schemes of Delta Insurance Compan
WK & Al L ACO U10E L Mrtﬂ

100U a VIiIg Aand actuall ake a decision
on it. The monthly premium of Tk. 10 or even:

the weekly premium of Tk. 6 do not look large on
the face of it, but given the meagre income and
considerable needs of the target groups, the sums
are not at all ins . Delta’s achievement in
persuading people who are in need of
cash to start saving through life insurance poli-
cies is therefore considerable.

The idea of enticing the very poor, whether ru-
ral or urban, to partmththeh'mneywﬂhan?e
to the future, faces many daunting problems. To
I:nzgne with, for many of the poorest the concept
of “future” does not stretch the next
24 hours. For them the idea of with even
one Taka without an immediate return is un-
thinkable. Worse, criminal activities by cowboy

tors have eroded public confidence in peo-
ple identifying themselves as agents of insurance
or companies. To breach that wall of
mistrust is a formidable task. But it is a wall that
has to be scaled because the value of saving to the
individual concerned as well as the national
economy cannot be overestimated. Without a high
Emen e of the national income being saved,

e country will not be able to build up enough
national capital for investment. At the individual
level, life insurance for the bread-winner gives
some sense of security to the family. Given the

“‘eer - of the population in lower income
$ ‘atential of this sector is enormous.
| it of social work that makes sound

pearing on every continent.
Since 1960, the pace of ur-

banisation has accelerated

Yokohama area.
home to 28.7 million
Japanese, is the largest

Nine Asian cities are in the

from Tokyo- —
Kobe-Kyoto, Japan: Seoul,
Republic of Korea; Bommbay and
Calcutta in India: Jakarta,
indonesia: New Delhi. India:
Manila, Philippines: and

Shanghai, People's Republic of
China.
Osaka-Kobe-Kyoto has a

I population of 16.8 million:;

Seoul., 15.8 million; Calcutia,
12.8 million; Jakara, 9.9 mil-
lon; Manila, 9.2 million; and

half of the world's total -
lation may live in cities ;
year 2010.

It found that urban popula-
tion growth over the last sev-
eral years differed in several
important ways from historical
patterns of urbanisation.

in 1950, there were
10 me lftan areas wit
populations of five million or
more. By 1990, the world has
33 metropolitan arcas with five
million or more. A total
of 15 cities populations of
ten million or more and six
have populations of 15 million
Oor more.

Cities with more than 15
milllon people — called hyper-
cittes — have reached stzes “off
the scale of human experi
ence,” according to the study.

“These sprawling. con-
gested urban agglomerations
are of an order of magnitude
unmatched by many cities in
the past,” the study said.

It found that the world's
largest metropolitan areas
share many problems, from vi-
olent crimes to traffic conges-

tion. “At least, some experts
that traditional urban
of scale arr becom-
by the problems of
that some cities
are o large to be effi-
clent,” study said

The study also discovered
that citles in the world's
r:mrtr countries were [ast
1 up the ranks of the
world's largest cities. This
trend broke the historical
connection between city size

if

thon.
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low 0.8 per cent a year.
ﬂ&htﬂﬂhﬂ!ﬁu-
ther in the next decade.

In contrast. cities in the
developing regions have been
growing at the rate of 3.6 per
cent a year. They are expected
to maintain this rate through
the 1990s. This means a dou-
bling time for these urban
populations of less than 20

laz LY
The doubling time for Africa

By the year 2010, fully half of the world’s
peoples may live in cities

and levels of economic devel-
opment or political power.

Large cities in developing
countries, the study said, are
growing much faster than of-
ties in the industralised world
ever had.

London. the first industrial
city to top one milllon. took
130 years to reach a popula-
tion of eight million.

By contrast, Mexico City's
population stood at only a mil-
lion people just 50 years ago. It
now has 20 million people, ac-
cording to the study.

Cities in the industrialised

is even shorter — only 12 years
— as its urban population
grows at the rate of 5 per cent

By the end of the current
century. the urban population
of the developing is ex-
pected to be almost double
the size of that in the industri-
alised world. By 2025. it will
be four times larger. That same
year, Africa's lation will be
three times size of North
America's according to the
study.

For cities in developing
countries, the quality of u
life in the future depends

Half of World's Most Populated Cities are

Harmony Francisca A. Cabie writes from Manila

on their success In

population growth the

stuady said.

Deve countries also
need to the sizes of
thetr lation not only be-
cause the projected urban

explostons. The study said
overall rates of population
growth are so high in most de-
veloping countries that even
rural populations will continue
o InCrease substantial

The rural share of world
population s declining but the
rural population is still grow-
ing in absolute numbers.

In the next 20 years the
study said, the workd's urban
population Is expected to In-
crease by almest |.5 billlon. At
the same time. the world's ru
ral

population will also grow by

423 million.
"Population have
aggravated grinding

poverty endemic to the rural
arcas of many developing
countries,” the study said.
"Plots of farmiand. subdtvided
to accommodate off-
spring. are often too small to
support a family. More re-
cently. environmental degrada-
tion resulting from overcro

ping and overgrowing has

Old Enemies Team up 1n South Africa

John Perlman writes from Johannesburg

HE venue for the unity

I meeting between the

African National Con-

gress and the Pan African

Congress in Harare was not
exactly auspicious.

Yet after two-day talks at
Cold Comfort Farm, near the
Zimbabwe capital of Harare the
ANC and the PAC — bitter ri-
vals for more than 30 years —
declared their meeting an
"outstanding success.”

Strange, then that no major
newspaper back in South
Africa saw fit to run the story
on page one.

As ever, the news was dom-
inated by an ongoing row be-
tween anti-apartheid groups
and the government over
township violence, by details of
the ANC's new constitutional

roposals and by the testimony

m the dock of ANC leader
Winnie Mandela, currently on
trial for kidnapping and as-
sault.

On the face of it, the ANC
and the PAC covered impor-
tant ground in Harare. The two
organisations have been odds
since 1959, when Africanists
within the ANC broke away,
dissatisfied at what they saw as
the dominating influence
within the struggle of whites
and in particular members of
the Communist Party.

For 18 months, Nelson
Mandela and the then leader of
the PAC, the late Zeph
Mothopeng, mooted the idea
of talks and a common front.
The ANC consultative confer-
ence in December passed a
resolution supporting this idea.

But these little nudglﬂ:

were, by and large, ove

address.
Import of milk

Sir, If we have to spend ap-
proximately Tk. 260.00 crore
annually for the import of milk
powder, the government
might as well take up an im-
mediate scheme for rearing up
livestock including import of
the same if necessary — for
setting up dairy firms through-
out the country for supply of
milk. This would give the
young and the old better nour-
ishment and health and save
the country in the long run of

its recurring expenses in hard-
ecarned foreign exchange.

H. Rahman -
Mogh Bazar, Dhaka.

Seeds of corruption

Sir, Corruption has become
a social institution In

Bangladesh. The practise of
corruption and grasping of

public money and p as
well as national m a

section of started soon
after the liberation of
Bangladesh. Currently the au-

thorities are dealing with the
corruption cases of the de-
posed President Ershad's
regime. What about those of

the previous regimes? There

are many corrupt persons who
are and multiply-
ing their {ll-earned huge

money and wealth. These
people even would be seen

preaching wise words against

current and immediate past

corruptions |
llﬂj.nkw:medtnd:ltroy

the seeds to contain corrup-
tion completely. Immediately
after the fall or end of any
regime, corrupted persons

Opposition to white minority rule in South Africa has traditionally been dominated by the
ANC. "Africanists” broke from the ANC in 1959 to form the PAC, and it was their anti-pass
laws campaign that led to the Sharpeville massacre of 1960. Now the two groups have
agreed to come together under an umbrella Patriotic Frond.

owed in the public mind by the

PAC's sharp criticism of the
ANC's will to take part
in talks by the violence

that flared between supporters
of the two in places like Cape
Town and Bekkersdal, west of
Johannesburg.

Thus it was no small matter
that the ANC and the PAC
could come away from Harare
with a commitment to form a
"Patriotic Front™ charged with
campaigning for a constituent
assembly as the first step to-
wards drawing up a new con-
stitution for South Africa.

The meeting resolved to
hold a conference in Cape
Town in August which they
hoped would draw in all
"organisations of the op-
pressed” which support "the
transfer of power to the ma-
jority.” Those not yet commit-
ted to a constituent assembly
would be encouraged to give
support.

The ANC would continue
talks with the government
about removing the obstacles
to negotiations. However,
there would be negotiations
with the government on a
constituent assembly until cer-
tain conditions were met.

These include the uncondi-
tional release of all political

prisoners, the lifting of all bans
and restrictions on organisa-
tions, the withdrawal of troops
from the townships. the repeal
of all legislation ctrcumserib-
ing political activity and the
immediate cessation of all po-
litical trials and executions.

The meeting concluded
that the apartheid system was
the principal source of vio-
lence, but mnhi::lnm take
steps against me who at-
LacE:d supporters of other or-
ganisations, and called for a
culture of political tolerance.
Both organisations condemned
the European Community for
deciding to lift sanctions.

For all these steps, the re-
sponse to this Harare accord

in South Africa has been
somewhat muted. There is in-
creasingly a wait-and-see atti-
tude to agreements concluded
at the senior leadership level.

The much heralded peace
talks between the ANC and the
Inkatha Freedom Party earlier
this year has produced little
evidence of reduced violence
between the two.

What will the ANC-PAC al-
lance mean in term of the re-
lationships between the two

And will it help shift the bal-
ance of political power back
towards the anti-apartheid
forces?

They have, after all. taken
something of a battering at the
hands of both the shrewd poli-
ticking of the F W de Klerk
government and the aggressive
expansionism in Inkatha.

The Patriotic Front and its
focus on the demand for a con-
stituent assembly could bring
much-needed coherence to

the anti-apartheid position.

The ANC and PAC believe
vutlni:trength and influence
established on the basis of rep-
resentation will sideline con-
servative forces whose seat at a
multi-party conference is
based solely on their past will-
ingness to work within
apartheid structures.

If the Patriotic Front can
gather in the of other
groups on the left, like the
Azanian People's Organisation
(AZAPO), it could add signifi-
cantly to the muscle ranged
against the government and
Inkatha on this issue.

The Patriotic Front could
also provide unity of purpose
in dealing with the political
violence currently tearing

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short. letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and
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manage their immunity and
become safe and sound. We
demand a White Paper on all
sorts of detected and unde-
tected corruptions so far
committed since the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh.
Investigations should be made
to npg:ehcnd corrupt persons
who have so far escaped the
hands of law.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural

College, Dhaka-1207.

No more mud
slinging

Sir, The overnment
warned the people of coastal
arcas time and again of the
disaster but many did not pay
heed to it because, accord
to them, they were so

of time before but then

the ZJremt falled. As a result
of this negligence so many
people lost their lives and
. The coastal commu-

natural calamity. However, the
government is its- best
to mitigate the sufferings of

" the victims. The NGO's are

working round the clock. The
armed forces personnel are

engaged in rellef work.
Dlaar:nt socio-economic or-
ganizations

have extended
their hands of help. The oppo-
sition is also rendering help to
the distressed humanity.

But at this time of critical
juncture too we are to hear
criticism. Mere criticism
would not lessen the suffer-
ings. It doesn't however, mean
that we don't want criticism.
Criticism is always beneficial

but it should be constructive.
The opposition should not
criticise and oppose the
development oriented
activities of the newly formed
government, rather they
should extend their hand of
cordial cooperation to
materialise, the hopes and
aspirations of the long de-
prived nation.

Mud slinging would not
bring any good to us. We all, ir-
respective of political affilia-
tion, should try our best to
tackle the colossal damage the
cyclone has wrought. The
havoc is so immense that co-
ordinated effort is a must. It
has to be faced unitedly. '

Woes of telephone

Sir, The subscribers of
telephone are made to pay
three times more than the ac-

" tual calls just for nothing.

Hardly a connection can be
established these days without
3/4 wrong connections, and
when one is lucky to get the
desired number he is often
faced with another music —
cross connection where he is
sometimes blasted at as an In-
truder, for no fault of his, in
despicable languages. Despite
number of complaints we the
gencral subscribers have so far
failed to elicit any remedy
from the T&T. Subscribers are
faced with a fat bill at the end
of the month which cannot be
contested, however meticulous
one might have been in using
his prestigious telephone.
Secondly, telephone bills
are most irregular and are
generally received after the
last date of As a re-
sult every contains arrears
which need to be corrected,
otherwise the bank would not

mTﬁ:l-h an additional both-

organisations on the ground?  South Africa’s townships apart.
— — ——— ———— =
—— = —_— —

eration for the subscribers. All
these problems are avoidable

ones and need to be seen by
someone with understanding

and sympathy to mitigate the
sufferings of the subscribers.

Sir, | know this is another
helpless subscriber’s cry in the
wilderness. But to whom shall
we go for remedy and justice —
may we know? A subscriber
wit.ﬁ honest income can hardly
afford to pay 3/4 times more
for being a 'proud possessor' of

Bangladesh Telephone.

Mhcghhermnr, Dbl
Museum gallery

Sir, The other day I had the
chance to visit the Dhaka
Museum. It was no doubt a
good experience, and I had the
unique opportunity to sec so
many things, belonging to our
country and it's heritage.

However, 1 would like to
point out that the gallery,
which holds pictures i
renowned personalities of o
country, is incomplete in many

First of all, only the dura-
tion of their life-time is men-
tioned, but neither the date

nor the month of the is
A

the date of birth or
any of our Mn'arh:ﬂtr
known <, _ un-
"'Eﬁhmﬂhﬂ:ﬁw
‘com

such an institution that we
should be proud of, and many

visitors also come to
this prestigious institution of
ours everyday.

R. Rahim
Elephant Road, Dhaka.

The ANC and the PAC put the
blame for the continuing con-
flict squarely at the door of the
state.

Both reacted sharply to De
Klerk's call, endorsed by
Buthelezi. for an all-party con-
ference on May 24-25 to seek
solutions to the violence. The
ANC said it would not attend as
De Klerk was not addressing
key {issues such as the
"Partiality” of the police force.

The PAC said it would not
"discuss violence with the
rpetrator.”

A third affect the Patriotic
Front may have is to isolate the
Inkatha Freedom Party and
Chief Buthelezi. The ANC and
the PAC were quick to deny
this, hoping Inkatha would at-
tend the August conference
and throw its weight behind
the call for a constituent
assembly. But clearly unity will
help offset the political gains
Buthelezi has made (n the
wake of the township violence.

The Patriotic Front will be
an alllance, an umbrella. and
not an tion of organi-

sations. There are still strong
policy differences that will
surely resurface further down

OPINION

Women's Emancipation

Your editorial “Time to
Catch Up" (May 4, 1991) re-
emphasises once more
need to establish women's ed-
ucation as a fundamental hu-
man right in keepi with
modern concepts but s a
little short of telling us how to
achieve this goal. In my opin-
fon, it is not education so
much for the lack of it) which
is the inhibiting factor behind
women's inability to catch up
with her male counterpart. It
is, rather, the economic
bondage she is subjected to,
and this holds true at almost
every tier of our social struc-
ture. Certainly, as you say, it is
a situation which can only be
changed once society (itselfl
undergoes radical transforma-
tion, a transformation which

least another generation or so.

or participation is national life,
occurred in what are today
known as the advanced nations
of the world, only after a great
deal of , and not eco-
nomically until a World War
forced women into factories
offices. Although they had
to surrender their jobs in the

3

factories to men, on their re-’

from the front, they man-
hold on of-
the home
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the road.

Says ANC security chief
Jacob Zuma: "It 1s a historical
trend that in lfberation strug-
gles there comes a historical
time, when the goal of libera-
tion draws near, when all
groups decide they must work
together to achieve victory. We
have decided that time has
come for South Africa and that
we must work together.”

That working together will
be but one of the dynamics at
work in South African politics.
The lifting of EC sanctions
indicates that the ANC and the
PAC can no longer rely on the
West to maintain
De Klerk, who has made steady
bits.

To that end it has an-
nounced the formation of de-
fence units in every township.
It is a controversial move and
puts the ANC on a collision
course with the rnment
and the police in :

these units, if suc-

. will go a way to-
mmt:‘nzbumm

In all these eflorts, the
Patriotic Front will provide the
ANC and the PAC with addi-
tional muscle. The acid test,
though, will be in how they
use it. — GEMINI NEWS

JOHN PERLMAN is a jour
nalist with the Weeklly Matl of
Johannesburyg.

tors. And in Britain during the
same Emr only 256% doctors
were female. West Germany
fared even worse with 22%,
and in the United States, as-
tonishingly, the share was only

After the War of Liberation
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