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Perfectly in keeping pace
with on going emergency
preparations by the
concerned authorities to face
impending cyclone, a section
of the dishonest traders was
ready to take full advantage of
the situation. Particularly, in
the ficld of drug trade the
mnl unscrupulous dealers

the calamity to be yet
another grand opportunity to
min{ money.

The catastrophic cyclone
and tidal bore lashed the
coastal belt on April 29. On
the following morning the
price of oral rehydration salt
(ORS) soared to Taka 6 per
packet in Dhaka city. In

Chit district which has
been by the century's
worst and tidal bore,
the price of ORS shot up to
Taka 12 per packet
immediately after the

disaster struck. The retail
price of the item is Taka 2.50
each packet,

sources told The
Daily Star that like previous
occasions this time also .t:;
prufiteers are fully organt
to trade on human misery.
ORS is one of the {tems
which have high demand in
the event of epidemic of
diarrhoeal discases. Already
the disease has broken out in
the cyclone allected areas. So
the producers of ORS have
good prospect, some drug
dealers said.

Five local pharmaceutical
firms, four in the private sec-
tor and one in the public sec-
tor, produce ORS in the
country for sale. The main
ingredients of ORS are —
glucose and salt. This is very
much effective in the
treatment of diarrhoea. The
child mortality in Bangladesh
due to diarrhoeal discases
has considerably decreased
since the introduction of
ORS. a senwr health offlicial
said.

Each packet of powdered
ORS in plastic or aluminium
foil. now produced in the
country. is mixed with half
litre of pure water to make
the saline. The saline is then
admindstered to a diarrhoea
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patient of any age group tli
the atlment subsidies. In
moslt cases, a palient
recovers within 24 hours. a
physician said.

During the first few days
after the calamity belell, the
need for ORS and also the
water purifying tablets (WFPT)
was keenly felt as the cyclone
survivors were cxpused to
diarrhoeal discases.

Several voluntary and
social organisations. which
were collecting reliel
materials in the metropolis
for the cyclone victims
immediately after the dis-
aster alleged that drug shop
owners charged exorbitant

ce for ORS and WPT. This

to the pvor coliection of
those items. Many diarrthoea
patients could have been
saved in the cyclone-hit
arcas, had there been
sufficient number of ORS
packets, some repre-
sentatives of voluntary organi-
sations told me. They also
complained that even the
traders realised higher price
for match boxes and candles.
In Chittagong. kerosene was
sold at Taka 60 per kg
instead of its usual price of
Taka 18.

With regard 1o ORS. a
Health Ministry source said,
the private firms sell their
produce directly in the locul

market while the
government-run

harmaceutical firm, the
ssential Drugs Limited

(EDCL). supplies part ol the
product to the Central
Medical Stores [(CMS) and
some quantity to UNICEF
The UNICEF distributes ORS
in case of need among the
affected people under its own
arrangements, the source
added. The EDCIl. produces
36 items of medicine. in
addition 1o ORS and WPT.
The EDCL cannot sell any of
its products to the market
except supplying those o
CMS for use in government
hospitals, dispensaries and
health complexes. Even an

ounce ol all EDCL medicines.,
ORS and WFPT is supposed to
be available in the market.

During my visit te
dtfferent drug shops in the
efty on Thursday | found
plenty of ORS on sale. The

. however, is Taka 5 to

.50 per packet. The price of
EDCL-produced ORS rose to
Taka 7 per packet a few days

after the cyclone, shop-
kee pers . All of them
informed that they had pur-

chased the item from the
whole-sale drug market at
Mitford. The Mitford market
sources say that they have re-
ceived EDCL products includ-
ing ORS and WPT through

agents at higher prices.
The EDCL source said,

| they directly supply all their

products to CMS as per rule.
An official of the CMS, when
contacted, asserted that they
only dispatch medicines and
all oiher {tems at their
disposal to government

and other state-run
health establishments on
demand. A thorough probe
into the matter will reveal
the myste behind the
availability of the CMS Drugs
in the markel, another
Health Department official
suggesied

The other private firms
producing ORS also claimed
that they sell the item at the
price  fixed by the
government to the distri-
butors. This was conte-sted
by some of the druggists.
They claimed that higher
price is charged by the
manufacturers for ORS as
these have high demand now
in view of the calamity. They
also said that the price of
WPT produced by the local
firms has also registered a
sharp rise. One WPT is now
selling between 80 paisa and
Taka one in the city. The
price fixed by the

mment is only 25 paisa
per tablet. .

Such price hike of
essential remedies has
caused utmost sufferings to
the commonman. which calls
for stern action by the law
enforcing agency, a health

~ official said

US Task Force
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Monitoring Coordination

Cell. said on Thursday. reports
BsSs.

. Briefing newsmen on the
agtivities of the main coordi-
nation cell and the four cells
set up under it, he said relief
operations were in full swing
with the su of relief mate-
to provide succour to the cy-
clone-affected people in the
country’s coastal belt.

He said the four ceclls set up
at Zia International Airport,
Kurmitola, Old Airport and
Relief Godown had been work-
ing round the clock to help in-
tensify relief operations in the
“affected places.
- 'Brig. Bhuyian said
‘President's relief godowns,

at the disposal of the
Minister. started func-

tioning on May 6. l

Detailing the relief activi-
tles, Brig. Safat Ahmed,
Director. Operation and
Planning, Supreme Command
Headquarters, said the U.S.
M?clvm: which brought 24
helicopters made three sorties
in the cyclone-hit areas of
Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar till
2p.m. Tuesday

He said the 24 U.S. heli-
co in ene lift together
could carry reliefl materials
‘weighing 500 tons. If the
‘weather remains older they
could carry a total 25600 to
‘3000 tons in their whole days
~sorties.
*  Brig. Safat said the sell-con-
tained mother ship of the Task

the .

Force has anchored in the
deep sca and it is expecied to
stay for a period of two weeks.

He said the U.S. relief tcam
would set up 36 water purify-
ing plants in the cyclone hit
areas. Each plant has a capacity
to produce 12,000 gallons
pure drinking water.

Brig. Safat said cight U.S.
helicopters. including [ive
black Hawkk might be kept for
two weeks more than the
schedule to help relief opera-
tion.

Replying to a question, he
said besides 10 helicopters of

.Bangladesh Air Force 34 heli-

copters-24 from USA, six form
India, two from Pakistan and
two from China — have been
pressed into service to con-
duct relief operation.

He said esh was pay-
ing the fucl cost for the sor-
ties of Indian and Pakistani he-

while the U.S. relief
team itself was paying for its
own helicopters.

Brig. Safat said Bangladesh
Army had been deployed in 62
locations in the cyclone hit ar-
eas and Naval Force in six lo-
cations. Besides Army and Navy
medical teams have been
working in 60 places, he
added.

He said on an average 50
tons of cooked food was sup-

plied daily to the cyclone vic-
tims

B Safat, however. said
that from now on rice and
wheat would be supplied to the
victims instead of cooked food.

- Disaster management
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prone country of ours.”

The Prime Minister said

the cyclone shelters could be
ubed for multiple purposes.
“‘These could be used as schools
or hospitals during the
.‘calamity free period, she said.
-  Pegum Zia said the recent
‘cyclone was severest in the
‘living memory and to over-
‘come the crisis was impossible
‘for the country alone with its
“limited resources. The gov-
lernment had appealed to the
_international community to
" help the country to rebuild its
Ll i s it Sk
3 the 5
‘coming in the country for.re-
‘lief and rehabilitation of the
‘eyclone survivors.”

Refe
the flood allfected greater Syl-
het district Zia said the
government had mobilised its
‘resources Lo succour o
sthe affected people and relief
:zlitwn was in full swing in

to the situation of

Later the Prime Minister
went round the relief cell of

the clubs and saw reliel mate- -

rials stored there.

Nepal Congress
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officials said.
The. results so far gave the
' main rival, the Nepal
Communist Party (United
Marxist and Leninist NCP-
UML), 66 seats.

Army personnel
deployed in Sylhet

Army personnel were de-
ployed in Sylhet and Moul-
vibazar to provide assistance tc
the flood affected people, an
ISPR press relcase said Thurs-
day. report BSS.

- were en in evac-
uating the stranded people,
providing medical assistance
and distributing reliel maten-
als among them in close coop

eration with the local adminis-
tration and other concerned

agencies.

also been

Sylhet flood
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were working and some were

kept stand by, a health official

| said

‘ourteen medical teams are
working in the areas and an-
other 68 teams are ready, the
official said.

UNB reports : Intermittent
rainfall deteriorated the flood
situation in Habiganj and
Netrokona districts.

Fresh areas of Habiganj mu-
nicipal - areas, which include
Chowdhury Bazar, went under
water while entire haor arcas
in Kaliajuri, Mochanganj and
Madan upazilas of Netrokona
district were totally inundated.

The river Manu at Moul-
vibazar was receding but . flow-
ing 18 cm above the danger
level.

The situation in all the six

affected upazilas remained un-

chanf. Six lakh 72 thousand
people of the district have
been affected but the relief op-
erations are allegedly inade-
quate.

Waterborne diseases have
reported from dif-
ferent u
ter purifying tablets have been
distributed among the victims.
The Flood Forecast and
Wamning Division in Dhaka told
The Daily Star that the Surma
at Sylhet and Su . the
Kushiara at Sheola point, the
Monu at Moulvibazar and
Khowai at Habiganj may record
further fall during the next 24
hours. As a result, the overall
flood situation is likely to start
improving in next 24 hours.

Shahabuddin
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owns. He was further in-
ormed how records of daily
receipt and distribution of re-

liefl materials are maintained
and entered into the computer

at the godowns.

Justice Shahabuddin ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
handling of the relief materials
in the President's Relief
Godowns.

Fol the recent natural
calamity in the coastal beit, the
President's Relief Godowns
have been placed under the
disposal of the high-Powered
Reliefl Coordination
Committee, headed by prime
Minister Khaleda Zia for better
coordination and quick relief
work.

The Acting PSO to the

| Supreme Commander and
Chie

{ Coordinator of the Relief

Cell. Brigadier MSA Bhuiyan,
explained to

President the mode of func-
tioning of the President's
Relief Godowns.

- operational

. Only 1194 wa-

the Acting

AmimbulutnnﬂnﬂMinthoﬂtybynlgrwpolﬁoknt students on Thursday.
. I

.
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11000 US troops|
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On the number of troops
the sources said. they were
necessary for the security of
the whole Task Force. _

The agreement was neces-
sary to provide customs facili-
ties and to ascertain the areas
of relief activitics, the sources
added.

The sources said that in the
meantime the US assessment
teamn is continuing its work on
estimating the damages caused
by the cyclone on April 29 and
making a list of necessary as-
sistance required for the re-
construction of the cyclone
ravaged arcas.

The sources said that the
US joint reliefl team will work
in medical, communications,
relief distribution and immedi-
ate reconstruction areas In co-
ordination with the Bangladesh

In the long run Bangladesh
may also seek further help
rmmthcusmurr:rnul-hy-
drographic su our Bay.
The wﬂhm ul-l:gul at present
there was no hydrographic
survey of Bangladesh territorial
waters and the country is lack-
ing in manpower and expertise
in making any survey of that
kind.

The sources said that if
necessary the United * States
would also send Peace Corps
for the development of the
country.

During the BNP regime in

| the late 70's the government

wanted to seek help of
American ‘Peace Corps for
construction pu
Now the governmment fis
again actively considering
the US Peace Corps,
which include experts in dif-
ferent technical disciplines.
Mcanwhile the joint relief
Task Force sent by President
Bush to assist the relief effort
in the wake of the recent cy-
clone arrived at its assigned
area on

Wednesday, according to US
State Department deputy
spokcaman Richard Boucher,

The Task Force of seven !

amphibious ships and an ofler

is equipped with 28 helt-

copters and a number of land-

ing craft, including aircushion

Hovercralt, the deputy
said.

The Hovercraft will be used
to distribute relief supplies to
areas covered by shallow wa-
ter, he noted.

“The focus of the US mili-
tary relief effort is on supple-
menting the distribution of
supplies which are already in
the country,” Boucher ex-

On May 12 advance cle-
ments of the Task Force ar-
rived in Dhaka and on May 13
an airforce C-5 transport ar-
rived with five Blackhiawk heli-
copters, crews, air (raffic con-
trol teams, Sca Bees, and envi-
ronmental preventive
medicine specialists.

Asked if US officials were
contemplating sending addi-
tonal aid Boucher replied, "We
are continuing to consider the
nceds of Bangladesh and | am
sure we will respond as appro-
priate.”

The deputy spokesman
pointed out that the US has al-
ready provided over 7 millon

- dollars in funds and supplies

for disaster relief.
' Recalling that President
Bush has said that "We want to
help out where we can where
there are people suficring.”
the deputy spokesman ex
plained that "We are finding
ways to do that very expedi-
tiously by using the military’.
*They can be proud of what
they are doing.” Boucher said.
However, he told question-
ers he could not conclude that
the US military forces will be
called on regularly in the fu-
turc to deal with disasters and

" to undertake humanitarian re-
lief missions.
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policemen encircled

= e S :
Kazi Zafar Ahmed,

former prime minister of deposed president Ershads gov-
ernment, when he tried to enter Sangsad Bhaban on

Thursday.
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'Ershad's arms case
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Habibur Rahman Khan.
After consideration of the
defence submission the

Division Bench fixed the date
for hearing on the petition
next Sunday and issued a Rule
on the Attorney General as to
why the case will not be trans-
ferred.
However the Judges did not
issue any stay order on the
ings ol the case at the
Special Tribunal.
Special Tribunal Judge

Mohammad Habibullah, -

jt::day for the sake o ﬁ.ll"i::-
tice and
the High Court Division Bench.

not get falr

kt peutioner
Special Tribunal because
fou

the
he

to hear the verdict of

‘sadd that he
stice In

nd earlier that the Judge

of the Special Tribunal had be-
come completely inclined to-
wards Prosecution and had lost
all ability 1o do imparttal jus-

tice.
The Attorney General
Aminul uwe contradicting

the allegation said that all ef
the submissions in the prayer

.were not true and that the

Defence Lawyer had once ex-
his full confidence in
the Judge of the Tribunal and
that was on record. :
Mcanwhile the proceedings
of the arms case seheduled to
start again on May 19 may net
begin because of the hearing of
the petition made by the
Defence Counsel of the ac-
cused Ershad.
“The Defenice Lawyer Sirajul
Haque was mysteriously absent

yeslerday

Relief
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the cycione victims would be

over soon and mid-term
programmme for rehabilitation
and reconstruction should
start withoul any loss of tdme.
The mecting considered at
length the latest situation
obtaining in the cyclone and
flood aflected arecas and gave

Aid consortium

The Council of Ministers
was informed in detail of the
issues expected to be
considered in the Bangladesh
Aid Consortium meeting to be
held in Paris at the end of the
month. The consortium aid
would be in addition to aid
given for relief and
rehabilftation for the cyclone-
affected people.

ADB
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forts at reconstruction and re-
habilitation of cyelone-battered
ancas.
Begum Zia also made spe-
clal reference to the 55 mil-
lion dellars assistance pro-
vided earlier by ADB 1o

sh to mitigate the im-

of Guifl war. |

pact

A review team of World
Bank (WB), Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and overseas
Development Administration
(ODA), also called on Prime
Minister Begum Zia at her

I Secretariat office

The meeting discussed the

improvement of power supply
in the country.

Campus violence
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unfinished rally at the Aparajeo

-Buﬁa premises.
e rally was addressed by

Khairul Kabir Khokon, Fazlul
Hug Milon, Nazimuddin Alam,
[ias Ali, Quamruzzaman Ratan,
Habibunnabi Sohel and others.
Speakers at the rally vowed
to resist any terrorist activities
on the campus for the sake of a
congenial academic atmo-

sphere.
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal also
held a press conference

Thursday evening at the Jatlya
Press Club and accused the
Awami League-backed Chhatra
League for the anarchy in the
Dhaka University campus.
Different student organisa-
tions including Jattya Chhatra
League and Chhatra Union

brought out processions on the

campus to protest the inci- |

dent.

Meanwhile police arrested
seven persons from_the Sir
Salimullah Hall late night
Wednesday in a raid on that
hall.

The arrested persons are
Khabiruzzaman, Islam
Mozammel Huq
Hossain Khorshed and Igbal.
All were reportedly outsiders.

Syndicate appeal

Dhaka University Syndicate
has appealed to the rival stu-
dent organisations to show
restraint and urged the con-
cerned political parties to con-
trol their followers.

The Syndicate also re-
quested the law enforcing
agencies to take any necessary
steps to recover illegal arms

arrest their possessors
from the campus. ’

The appeal was made at an
emergency meeting of the
Syndicate held Thursday alffer-
noon.

Vice Chancellar Prof
Mohammad Maniruzzaman
Meah. who presided over the
mecting, apprised the
of the un-
happy incidents which took
place on the campus
Wednesday and Thursday.

The Syndicate members
vequested the Viee Chancellor
to arrange thér meeting with
leaders of poittical parties to
discuss the campus sttuation

. Masud, Zakh.' '
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reporters in Brussels, Belgium. that the cease-fire
holding around the couniry and scldiers from

were fraierning with their encmies in the 16-year enil

reports AP,
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MOSCOW, May

16: The Sovict Parfument soubbed Prest-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev 1oday

rejpecting s nomtnes for an

reonomiic t. The proposal o appoint Slepan

important
Sitaryan as Deputy
econoMIc ad tivity

Minister with 5
was defeated cutright Ywv 167 voles ta 181,

for

with 57 abstentions, reports Reules

Flood kills 13 in Turkey

ISTANBUL. May 16; Flash floods n castern Turkey killed

at least 13 people

and caused widespread pruperty and -

cultural damage. Twenty peopic were re
lorrential rain lashed the provinces of E

Mod missing alier
ing. Malarva and

Bingol. the scemi-offictal Antolia news agency and state radio

Rare tremor in Germany

IBBENBUEREN(|Germany). May |6 An earth tremor woke
up residents of this northern German town Thursday and

caused siight damage but no injuries. Cologne

ob-

University
serva said the tremor had a magnitude of between 4 and.

4.5 on

Richter Scalc. The rare tremor was =l at 4.08 am

(0208 GMT) in a 20-kilometer{ 1 20-mile) area around Ibben-

bueren. reports AP.

Insurance claims
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| coming from the cyclone-hit

arcas have posed a challenging
task for the insurance compa-
nies in sorting out the cases
and follow-up examination.
verification and assessment ol
each of them.

Some circles have sug
gested that the office of the
Controller of Insurance ecvuid

rove itselfl more effective in
acilitating early settlement of
claims. Some fraudulent prac-
tices including forgery of doc-
uments and backdaied covers
cannot be ruled out and such
practices may procrastinale
claim scttlements even for
genuine cases, knowledgeable
circles feared.

The insurance circles said,
most affected units or parties

particularly belonging to indus-

trial sector along the eastern

scaboard, were covered under

fire or other insurance poli-

cies. There were only a few

cases with policies covering
nsive risks.

Higher premiums are In-
volved for comprehensive risk
coverage. Many parties or
units, affected by the cyclone,
did not opt for such compre-
hensive insurance policies
cove "extrancous risks”

Whatever the final assess-
ment about real claims, there
will be, of course. some jolts to
the industry as a whole, the
sources observed.

This will largely depend on
the proportion of risks re-
tained by each individual com-
pary. ;

The century's worst cyelone
and tidal surge of April 29, the
knowledgeable circles nnl.;ir
may open up opportunities

new business by the insurance

“""E‘-'Z"m be a greater in-

SUrance AWarcncss covering
diverse risks against the back-
drop of the recent experi-
ences, the same circles ob-
served.

With this awareness,
premium carnings orf incomes
will rise for the companies as
it happened after the devastat-
ing louds of 1988,

Available miatistics showed
the gross premium ecarmings of
the SBC and private sector
gencral insurance companies
at Taka 190.72 crore in 1980
agatnst Taka 175.56 crore in
1989 and Taka 154 98 crore
in 1988,

The growth in premium
carnings in general insurance
has been an encouraging one
since the mid-eighties. Such
carnings totalled only Taka
90.05 crore in 1985,

This growth has comncided
with the opening of the insur-
ance businecss to the private
sector. And also,
of Taka partly “inflated the
value of marine trade opera-
tions, leading to .higher

premium earnings in local cur-
rency

In the overall premium
carmings, the share of the SBC
has recorded a decline th re-
cent years while that of private
insurance co has risen.

In 1989, a total of 16 gen-
eral insurance companies in
the private scctor had their
gross premium earnings - at
Taka 99.15 crore against the
SHC's Taka 79.41.

The figures were Taka
110.79 crure for the same in-
surance co ies and Taka

79.93 crore for the SBC In
1990.
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