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Financing Agriculture
Through Credit
Reviewed by Syed Naquib Muslim

Agricultural Credit in Bangladesh. A. M. M: Shawkat Ak,
Bangladesh, Centre of Development Rescarch 1990. Pages- 104,

OR an agro-based cou-
F ntry like DBangladesh
a2 weak resource
base and peculfar soelo-
cultural and geo-physical
features, credit continues to
be an essential input for agri-
cultural development. Agri-
cultural workers constitute the
majority of the countrys
avallable workforee and owing
to poverty they depend mostly
on credit for prodcing their
commodities. Delivery of
eredit through private or pub-
lie agencies involves a distinct
or unigue managemenl pro
cess. A pragmatic agricultural
eredit policy is instrumecntal
for optimal utilization by an
timely realization of loans from
the clients of the loan-giving
ageneles. Today's credit man-
agement is expected 1o be
more client-centred than
profit-oriented.

Through the sent book,
Dr. A M M whkat Ali, a
brilhant development adminis-
tration practitioner of the
country. provides historical
background of the agricultural
credit system as it evolved
since 1883 and diagnoses the
strengths and weaknesses ol
existing credit disbursement
and recovery procedures in
Bangladesh. The book contains
six chapters which are inter-
woven; each chapter discusses
development of agricultural
credit system in Bangladesh in
logical and chronulogical se-
quence.

One of the unique fea-
tures of the author's style is
that initial paragraph of each
chaptler epitomises what is/arc
already discussed in the fore-
guing chapters. This helps the
reader recapitulate the sub-
jects discussed earlier and the

thematic coherence is also
maimntained.

The first chapter traces the
historical development ol the
legislative and legal system
meant for local ulturists
secking loans. It reveals the
various sources of institutional
and non-institutional credil
that were accessible to the
farmers. The author shows

how the cooperalive
Agricultural Credit Societies,
cooperative banks and other
official agriculiural loan-giving
agencies evolved. The opera-
tonal features of these credit
agencies and the factors con-
straining their efliciency have
been critically assessed. The
chapter portrays the socio
economic condition of the
Bangladeshi farmers ([rom
IB83 to 1959; it reveals the
author's noble bias for simplifi-
cation ol cumberous loan pro-
cedures and for decentralised
credit facilities through ra-
tionalisation of the existing
poelicies,

Chapter V and VI are, in

fact, the best part of the book.
A prolessional researcher, Dr.
Ali draws here a few conclu-
sfons basing on his study and
experience. He exposes the in-
tricacies ol credit management
and rediscovers the truth that
politics can hardly be delinked
from credit delivery system.
Whereas the earlier ﬂhaplerﬂ:
were on politics of credit man-
agement, chapter V deals with

politics in eredit management.
Dr. Ali reflects his sharp eriti-
cal imsight by unfolding the
critical lactors that influenc
puliticisation of the agri credit
delivery system in Bangladesh
Chapter IV emphasiscs that
the huge credit requirement
can be met not merely by pub-
lic agencics butl also by the
NGO operations — “the
Gramecn Bank and NGOs can-
not substitute but can supple-

ment the efforts of the public
sector in agricultural credit”
(p-97) One ol the posilive

aspects of NGO's credit opera-
tion is that "The perceptlion of
our money' has not made any
lwoad inw their systerm ™ (p-

Magazine

99) I n. Al descrves thoaniks foa
rafsing the issucs ol micro
level credit needs determina
tion. lender-clientele linkage
and preyvalence of ‘our money
cuncept in public agencles.

The book is at once an eval-
uvative and an explorative study
on the institutional credit sys-
tem operating in our agricul-
tural sector. Data and informa-
tion have been derived mostly
from the secondary sources
and from the author's empiri-

cal knowledge. The book is the
oulcome ol the author's on-
th:-.—lluh experience gathered
while working for BKB as
Managing Director, |

This time the cover-design,
colour-combination, quality of
printing and paper are much
better than those in earlier
books produced by Dr. Al
Terms, concepts used in vari-
ous chapters are up-to-date,
specilic, conerete and rele-
vant.

Cliches like it is fmpor-
‘lant to note, ‘it is needless to
say' could better be avoided or
dropped in the next edition.
Spclling of a few words are not
uniform as these have been
spelt  in both British and

American fashion. Printing
mistakes are noticeable al page
35.45.48,66,67 and 97. | be-
lfeve that both in respect of
substance and cosmelic fea-
tures, the book is comparable
with any Western book written
on this subject. Serious stu-
dents of agriculture might be
hurt for withholding discus-
siori on Grameen Bank's credit
operation system. This has
been done deliberately be-
eause, in the author's own
words, “there is no dearth of
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. THE SPECTATORS : Excitement run high among a group of street children watching a moeck wrestling bout (not shown

in the picture) participated by a couple of their friends, at Ramna Park.

—Star Photo by Enamul Haque

erature on Grameen Bank.”
The book is decidedly an
authentic document of the
agricultural credit system of
Bangladesh. Both foreign and
local readers having interest in

agricultural financing will defi-
nitely find the book informa-
tive, interesting and useful. For
the policy-makers it will work
as a valuable sourece of direc
tion as it eritically examines

the experiences of the defunct
and existing agricultural fi-
nancing agencies, Lheir
promises and performances,
their opportunities and
threats. 1 must thank Dr. Al

i —_—

for making best use of his
work experience by producing
this book which is ‘a valuable

addition to the existing litera-
ture on agricultural develop-
ment at home at abroad.

The theatre invites the
audience to participate in
the action, to forget abowut
their daily concerns and
think about eternal
questions, rather than just
watching a sad, funny or

tragic story.

HOSE who go to see a
performance by the
Moscow drama studio
"On the Boards” for the first
time are in for a great surprise.
The theatre (s really
unconveniional.
in the mid- 19708 producer

Sergel Kurginyan, Candidate of

o creatc his own the
atre. Al the . U was a
close group of like-minded

carried away by & com
mon dea but unable w wmple
ment il within the framewo: k
of the offictal theatre culture
Kurginyan's stage cxperiments
did ngt fit inte the pettern of
the famous Stanislavsky sy
lem. Their subjert was huma,
thought, its origination in the
depths of consciousness and
s evolution This is ot aer -

- =

'On the

Drama

dental because any of our ac-
tions is based on thought—
sometimes clear and well for-
mulated, and at other times
spontancous and subconscious.

‘We wanted to plunge into
the depths of human con-
sciousness and study man's

transformation from the mo-
ment he begins to think,””
Kurginyan said. "The purpose
of those dramatic and psycho-

Actress Vera Sorokina in the play ‘Exercises, staged by On the Boards.

analyitical experniments was to
prople study themscives

and awaken their desire for

self-improvement.”

In the stagnation period,
Kurginayan s amatcur theatre
was nol lavoured by burcau
crals in culture They closed it

the epoch
changrs openness and free-
dom of creativity in this coun

Frame preveding sage

exibc
His life in Europe and Pak-

hner Slm_nh'

[he peasaits will abways sur-
vive," Sultan also comments
“‘We are dangling ‘loans’ in
front of their eyes. They are so
poor and simple they jump at
the opportunity, thinking
will help them change the sit.

uation. The bank makes them
all thetr land. Even-
tisally can hardly manage
1o loass on thme .~
mannes in which the
artist creales his own canvas
and painis. as the film depices
is also educational [t should
inspire all those Bangladeshy
puinters who constantly com-
plain of the expense of the

T s v
Ash

faque Munier
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sometimes remanrkable  He
combines castern and western
l:-ldthr-_ as sutted 10
e situation The editing by
Nazrul islam s alse sutisfac-
lory. Although the film has
shrn 8 number of years in the
making #1 has certainly been
worth B and s s definiie
h-h-‘li-h-tb‘h
" diat ghiache )
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Boards'
Studio

» the studio [inally got the

fal status ol a prolessional
theatre working on the prinei
ples of cost-accounting.

Today its repertory includes
"Me!” based on  Fyodor
Dostoyevsky 's works,
Alexandcr Pushkins “Boris
Godunov’, "The Shore” by Yuri
Bondarve, Vasily Bclov's
"Upbringing According (o Dr.
Spock”, "Exercises” based on

works by Pushkin, Dostoyeveky
and Anton Chekhov, and other
performances.

Of course, a complex psy
choanalytical orienfation ol
Kurginyan s perfarmances pre
supposes a specific metaphori
language. The disign of the
studio’'s performances s
closcly connected with its ul
timate goal There is no v
luresgue scenery or brighi
costumes. The basic colours
are black, white and rod

The theatre's nank CONvey s

the essence of its dramatic
aesthetics. Plays are performed
on the bare boards of the stage
so that nothing diverts the au-
dicnee s attention from the ac-
tor the transformation of
whose soul is the focus of the
performance. The theatre's
media are gestures, move-
ments, metaphors and sym-
bols. Words play a secondary
rale. ~

The theatre invites the au-
dicnce to participate in the
action, to forget about their
daily concerns and think about
eiernal questions, rather than
just watching a sad, funny or
tragic story.

We do not want the audi-
cnce o remain passive on-
lvokers. That does net mean,
though, that our actors go
down 1o the auditorium and
pull people onto the stage,

which was in fashion. not so -

long ago. We want the audience
o take part in the process of
thinking which should capture
and unite the actors and the
audiene.

Most of the theatre actors
began to work with Kurginyan
15 years ago. At that time they
had diffecremt professions and
now they are graduated actors.
Of course, they are still like
minded people. Young actors
are joining the studio too.

The drama studio enables
the actors to replenish their
nervous and emotional energy
through communication with
the audience, Kurginyan says.
Our actors give their all but
shakc up the spectators. The
latter begin to think, and the
encrgy of their thoughts and
participation in the common
process of thinking give new
sirength o the actors.

Now the drama studio is
going through an important
development slage An exper-
imental creative centre with
the participation of humanitar-
ians, sociologisis and a number
ol research and proeduction
firms have been created.
Kurginyan s studio has actually
turned (rom a cost-accounti
group inmo a theatre Al
by these frms.

The contre's construction
will be linished In a few
months and the theatre will
get tis own house with an audi-
tortum lor 200 people.

=~ Notalya PMassoarova.

Frasm peevedig page
unseasonable allusions or
Wwpics which may irate. he is
seidom promiment 1n conver
salion. and never wearisome
He makes hght of favours while
he does them amnd scems w be
receiving when he s confer
ring He never speaks of him-

sell cxcept when compelied.
dtz*ndl hmsell by a

for the best. He s paticnt.
forbearing  and . on
phitusophical s He

IS

The Painter of Peasantry
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are
tremendous

struck by
rhythm and
movement and the overtones

of exciiement and y in
Sultan's work. mcr-t
shall have one like him In
‘-,:ll.n-n-t,_:-h--ﬂ

VIDEO SCENE

S. M. Mamoon

The video market which
suffered a slight slump in its
business after the devastating
cyclone which swept the
coastal belt of the country is
now coming back to its normal
line of business.

As usual the Hindi movies
continue to dominate the top
charts. But most of the Hindi
movies are commercially baged
with multiple gtarg in the cast.
Yeh Aag Kab Bufheg; Starring
Rekha, Kalir Bedi and Sunil

Dutt is now leading the chan,:

is a commercial movie with re-

Dear Mita,

here | am asking
this problem is bothering

venge as the theme. Afsana
Pyar Ka and Aaye Milan Ki Raat
are romantically baged story.
Amitabh's fantasy movie Ajooba
is well placed in the hit chart.
Anil Kapoor comes out of
hibernation with Benam Bad-
shah. Two musical (songs) cas-
settes, Memories of Nutun and
Geetla Dutt Ki Yaaden is worth
watching. '

There were quite a number
of release of new Egnglish
movies, The Oscar winners,
Kevin Cestner's Danees with
Wolves, Jermey lron's Reversal

| Hke the way you advise people it's really effective. So,
you for some advise as it's been long since
me. You see, |'ve been married for

of Fortune, and Katy, Bates’
Misery are still available in
market

Yech Aag Kab Bujhegt Rekha,
Kabir Bedi, Sunil Dutt,

Afsana Pyar Ka : Amir Khan,
Neelam,

Ajooba : Amitabh, Rishi
Kapoor, Dimple. Sonam,

Karz Chukana Hai : Govinda,
Juhi Chawla,

Benam Badshah Anil
Kapoor, Juhi Chawla,
Aaye Milan Ki Raat : Sha-

heen. Aumnash, A Kher.
Shikari : Mithun. Naseerud-
din Shah Varsha, Natasha,
Viki Daada °© Naagarjuna,
Juhi Chawia,
Do Matwala : Sanjay Dutt,
Chankey Pandey. Sonam. Ekta,
Khatra . Sumit Saigal, Ekta,
Memories of Nutun : Musi-

cal (songs)
Geeta Dutt Ki Yaaden : Mu-

sical (songs)
English Top Chart

The Cook the Thiel his
lover and her wife [romance)
The Fifth Monkey [(adven-
ture) Ben Kingsley
Stokade (thriller) Charlie
Sheen 4

The Grifters (thriller) John
Cussack

Most Wanted (thriller) Tom
Selleck

The Little Kidnappers
laction) Charlton Heston

The Forth Story (thriller)
Mark Harmon. Mimi Rogers

Almost An Angel (comedy)
Paul Hogan

Sources : Filmfair, Dhan-
mondi : Sicily Video, Mo-

about this. What can | do? What legal rights does a woman like

me have 7 Please advise.

Dear Samira,

Samira, Dhaka.

2 years now. My husband is a wonderful person. He is the
nfan of my dream and he is also very happy with me. But
there are few problems that sometimes makes me upset. The
first thing is until today my husband has. not for a single day
called my parents ‘Abba and 'Amma’. He talks to them but
without any name. I've tried my level best to make him «all
my parents by ‘Abba’ and 'Amma’ with no success so far. Now
tell me what to do or how W make him understand that it
really frustrating to my parents also? More so becausc | am
the only daughter of my parents. Please give me a suggestion
s0 that | can be relieved of this problem.

Chinu, Dhaka,

Some men think it is an act of betrayal 1o address anyone

else in the same way as thetr own nis. Most of
them relent over time and into the normal m. If yowr
husband is a wonderful man as you and is with you
then he should undersiard youwr and give in to this

simple demand that you cre making en him. Explain to him
that you respect his parents and are willing 10 call them by
name that he wants, then why should nt he reciprocate?
to him frankly ard puwsued him to tell you the reason for
his behaviour. Once you find that out the solution should be

simple.

Dear Mita,

| am a married young man of 30 We married seven years
back. We have a pretty daughter of four years. My confronta-
tion with my wife is mainly based on values. She is an under
SSC. | am a first class technical graduate from Dhaka
Untversity and am sure of going sbroad soon for higher stud-
les through a Commonwealth Scholarship. From the very be-

wing of our conjugal life, she has not honoured my aca-

mic feal. rather she looks down upan #t. Sometimes her
attitude becomes intolerable According to her. education
without big money carning capacity is valueless. My current
dilemma is whether | should take her with me abroad | fear
she will not help bulld up my academic carcer, mstead shw
may stand as an obstacle 10 my studies. Please advise what |

should do.
Md. Lokman Khan, Hazartbagh. Dhaka
Dear Mr. Khan,

Your question to me was whether you should take yow wife
abroad or not as she might be an obstacle 0 your career. Well,
my answer is — leaving her behind (s no solution and will fur
ther widen the present distance between you. Furthermore,
you have a daughter to think about who needs a complete fam-
fly. Your wife’'s attitude could be
superiority because of your ‘academic feat’ as you call it Being
the intelleciually superior one responsibility

slowly change your s

%

Though you have enough reasons to be upset but | think
you are being very rash. Accusing a spouse of infidelity is a se-
rious accusation and must only be done ajter being sure of the
jacts. If what you say is true then before going to a lawyer a
frank and open talk with your husband is advisable. This is
o of the most complex issues of marriage and should be
deall with utmost care and maturity. Remember any decision
you take will effect the future of your entire family. | do not
have enough facts to counsel you but in all sincerity | cannot
advise you to break the marriage just because your husband is
allegedly seeing another woman. Please get to the bottom of
this and also think about your relationship with him.

Dear Mita,
-1 hive abroad and while on a visit to Dhaka saw youg column.
My problem is that | am tired of dcpcnlinlll'ﬁrbut

being a
find no alternative as jobs for foreigners are very restricled
here. | am fed up meeting the same people and having the
same ronversation everyday. The :r):up that
socialize with 1s very small and | 't ind them interesung
anymore. What can | do? Apart from watching videos and
talking on the phone there is
advise.

w lees acltivities.

/‘T

Run by a trained and experienced Family and Marriage
counsellor, assisted by a professional team of doctor,
psychologist and lawyer, this column will answer ques-
tons relating Lo family, marriage, health, family laws,
and social and interpersonal relationships.

Please address letters to Mita, The Daily Star. GPO Box
3257 or to 28/1. Toynbee Circular Road, Metijheel,
Dhaka- 1000,
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