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Shevardnadze
keen to become

UN Secy-Gen

MOSCOW, May 16: Eduard
Shevardnadze, former Soviel
Minister, whose name

is associated with a new way of
thinking in Soviet foreign
policy. stated in an intervicw
with the newspaper Bild Am
that he might give his
consent to be nominated to

the post of UN Secrclary-
General, s IAN.

But he has advanced two
“is” if such a propoesal is made
to him and i the present
Secretary-GOeneral, Perez de
Cuecllar, who has worked in

this capacity already for two
terms, does not run for the

post again.

In January. Perez de Cuellar
announced his intention to
leave the post at the end of the
year. Since that will be the
tenth and the last year of 71-
year-old Perez de Cuellar on
this post. the 15 members ol
the Sccurity Council will have
to nominate their candidate
who will have to be approved
later by representatives of 159
nations, members of the
General Assembly.

By autumn the name of the
candidate will have to be
known apart from prestige and
moral authority. the post gives
183.000 dollars a year. This
explains the passions in
connection with this post
which will soon grow hot.

ﬂwudrwr o oy
for being nomi-
nated to this post, one should
bear in mind that the five per-
manent members of

Couneil possessing
the rig of veto — the USSR, the
USA, China. Great Britain and
France — usually evaded
nominating candidates [rom
their countries. According to
the procedure, they have to
come W a mutually acceptable
lﬂ_l‘ﬂl‘.‘fﬂt‘ﬂl.
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Muslim voters to look for secular candidates

NEW DELHI. May 16 :
India's political parties
are feverishly wooing milllons
of Muslim voters who mu.n end

up playing a major role i de
ciding who takes the front scat

in general elections only three
days away, reports AFP.

Party stalwarts on eleventh-
hour campaign trails are mak-
m? desperate appeals and
doling out promises to the
100-milllon-strong community
against the backdrop of a
Hindu wave that threatens se-
rious upsets in the balloting.

Muslim leaders say the un-

recedented Hindu fervour
gelng injected into the hectic
campaign is bound to trigger a
Muslim backlash infavour of
those capable of humbling
Hindu fundamentalist nomi-
nees.

"Muslims will look every-
where for secular candidates.”
said Javed Habib, a noted
Muslim leader here. "Local
favours will definitely play a
role in helpi them decide
who they should vote for.”

Muslims’ leaders say if the
community votes en-bloc, it
can make or break candidates
in dozens of constituencies, a
worrisome prospect for the
three main contenders in the
May 20-23-26 nation-wide
polls to federal parliament.

Poll analyst G
Ramachandran said it was a
myth that Muslims vote en-
bloc but added that the power-
ful Bharatiya Janata Party's
(BJP) decision to stand on a
brazen Hindu platform may
change the scenerio.

"They (Muslims) might do
mass voting this time,” he said
in an interview. "If there are
two strong candidates aiming
to defeat the BJP in a con-
stituency, they might go for
onc who they think is
stronger.” !

)

aireraft erashed minutes after taking ofl from a Colombian
Airport on Wednesday, killing 10 people. Airport officials
said, reports Reuter from Bogota.

The cargo
began to lose heigh

aircraft, carrying 14 passengers and crew.
t soon after taking off from Villavicancio

rt about 70 kms (45 miles) southeast of Bogota, the offi-

said.

it plunged to burst into flames killing 10 people, the other
four people aboard the atrcraft, were injured.

41 drug dealers in Iran hanged :

Iran hanged 41 drug dealers including 22 Afghans Wednesday
the official Ilranian News Agency reperied, Reuter reporis

from Nicosia.

iran saild the dealers were executed in the northeastern
city of Mashhad, where 24 traffickers were hanged on April

29 and 34 on March 17.

Yugoslavia without a head of state :

Yugoslavia parliament was to hold an emergency session

Thursday after the country

was left without a head of state

when the Republic of Serbia blocked the election of Stipe
Mesic of Croatia as new President, Reuter reports [from

Belgrade.

Serbia has staged a camouflaged coup d'etat. Milan Kucan,
President of the Republic of Slovenia, told reporters at this
moment there is no Yugoslavia.

Mesic, 57, who has served as Vice-President for the past
year, failed to get the five votes needed in the eight man state

presidency

Bush keen to meet Gorbachev :

President George Bush reiterated Wednesday that he wanted
to meet with Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, but said no
agreement had been reached yet on holding the summit this
summer in Moscow, AFP reports from Washington.

"Nothing

happened since | talked to Gorbachev west

weekend,” Bush said in brief comments to the press.

"l want to have a summit. They know and we know what
the conditions have been and are, but there's no decision on

that.”

The Soviets have urged the United States for several
weeks to hold the summit in June, but US negotiators have
insisted on ironing out sticking points before the meeting.

Mujahideen grip widens : vushideen

forces led by Commander Ahmed Shah Massound widened

their grip on Khajaghar

Wednesday. taking the military bases

surrounding the northeastern Afghan city, his spokesman saic

in Peshawar, reports AFP.
The

uarters of the 55th division (of the Afghan army,

and all its buildings and their equipment have been con-

quered by the Mujahideen, said Ahmed

brother.

Zia. Massoud's

CMDR Massoud's forces allied with two other Afghan rebel
~ factions had taken the city Monday.
Just 20 kilometres (12 miles) from the Soviet border,

Khaja

ghar became the Administrative Centre for Takehar

province after the fall of the provincial capital of Talogan in

1988.

7 killﬁd il‘.‘l Plll]jab e An independent

candidate contesting from

the Adampur assembly

constituency in Jalandhar district, Baljinder Singh, was

among seven
reports from Chandigarh.

Militants shot at and seriously

persons killed in Punjab since last night, PTI

wounded Secretary of the

North Zone Hindu Shiv Sena, Sudhir Kumar Kakkar, near
Morinda town of proper district. They also looted rupees ten
lakh from a bank van in the state.

Mandela backers asked to show restraint :

Newspapers on Wednesday urged supporters of Winnie

Ma

ela to behave with restraint in

the wake of her

conviction on kidnap and assault charges, while her defense
focused on the appeal. AP reports from Johannesburg.

Defense Attorney George

Bizos has pre

pared an 11-page

application for the right to appeal the conviction. Prosecutor

Jan Swane
to be

week winter recess June 20.

| said Wednesday he expected the application
before the Supreme Court takes its annual two-

On Tuesday, Justice M. S. Stegmann sentenced Mrs.
Mandela to six years in prison for kidnap and being an acces-

sory to assault.

Mrs. Mandela remained out of public sight Wednesday after
three months of being the center of attention in her sensa-

tional trial.

NEW DELHI — A poster of Congress (I) protrays a child
as saying : '‘Amma, what is the difference belween

Mandir and Masijid.’

Muslims vonstitute Hindu-
majority India's largest reli-
gious minority.

In the forefront of the batlle
for Muslim votes s the
Congress (1) Party led by
l[ormer Premier Rajiv Gandhi,
47. and the National Front of
his successor Vishwanath
Pratap Singh. 60, who has an
alliance with communists.

Alrcady. Muslim religious
leaders have jumped intu the
fray. urging the community Lo
vole one way or another, and
newspapers say even the BJP
is making subtle appeals 1o
contain  posstble elecioral
damage.

At the core of the Muslim
concern is a crumbling 16th
century mosque fn the town ol

Indian parties woo Muslims

Ayodhya, some 700 kilometers
(440 miles) cast of here,
which the BJP wants replaced
with a temple 0 the Hinduo
god Rama.

Hindu groups. which have
thrown thousands of commit-
ted cadres behind the BJP, say
the Ayodhya mosque was built
by Muslim Emperor Babar on
the ruins of a Rama shtine he
destroyed. Muslims deny this.

The emotive issue has trig-
gered scores of bloody Hindu-
Muslim riots, and sparked the
collapse of VP Singh's govern-
ment in November after the
3JP withdrew its legislative

sl r.

Today, V P Singh empha-
sises at all his election meet-
ings. which news say at-
tract hundreds of Muslims that
he "sacrificed” his government
but did not let the Ayodhya
mosque fall. Undoubtedly, it
has already won him a sizeable
Muslim constituency

But V P Singh. who 1s also
banking on the votes ol back-
ward caste Hindus with
promises of job quotas. is nol
complacent, and loscs no op-
portunity to show off his secu
lar credentials.

Un Monday, a mosque loud-
speaker began blaring after-
noon praycers while V P Singh
was addressing a wayside
meeling in the town of
Akbarpur in northermn India. He
stopped immediately and said

for all to hear. "Let the prayer
be over.”

Tuesday the students union
in the century-old and highly
respected  AlMgarh  Muslim
University (AMU) asked

Muslims to cast their ballots in
favour of National Front and
Communist candidates.

Larger military role sought

BONN, May 16 : Chancellor
Helmut Kohl, charting a colli-
sion course with the opposi-
tion Social democrats (SPD),
saild on Wednesday that
Germany must play a larger
military role in the world, re-
ports Reuter.

Kohl said Bonn, which cited
constitutional limits for not
sending troops to the Gull,
should now pass laws allowing
its troops to be deployed out-
side the NATO area.

The SPD, which can refuse
Kohl, the two-thirds majority
the needs to loosen post-war
limits on Bonn's forces, said
this week many of its members
would not even back a role for
German soldiers in United
Nations pecace-keeping units.

The Chancellor said
Germany had not played its full
role in the Gull crisis.

"Germany, as.it now is, with
80 million inhabitants and one
of the strongest economies in
the world, cannot step aside
and say' we'll leave that to
others,” Kohl told a foreign
policy seminar run by his

Christian Democratic (CDU)

party.
In a direct challenge to the

SPD. he said the wanted 1o
have a roll-call wvote in
Parliam=nt on a constitutional
amendment.

"I don't know how it will be
decided. I am looking forward
to the debate in Parliament.”
he said with a smile.

Kohl called for an amend-
ment during the Gull war,

Kohl for deploying German
troops outside NATO

when Bonn's low profile
aroused criticism abroad, but
spoke less about it in recent

weeks as emotions calmed.
Critics in the SPD recently

charged he was trying to ex-
pand Bonn's military role
without an amendment by
sending troops to help sweep
mines and aid refugees in the
Gulf.

SPD leaders who originally
backed an amendment that
would allow Germans into UN
peace-keeping units found last

week that many party mem-
bers firmly opposed any such

compromise.

Many left-wingers, arguing
Germany's guilt in two world
wars rules out any active role
for their army, say troops must
be limited to the direct de-

ferice of Germany and its allies.
Kohl said European integra-

tion and the common defence
policy it would bring about
would also require Bonn 1o
amend its constitution and al-
low its trobps to join their al-
lies it the Europeans decided
to intervene in a crisis outside
of NATO.

Ashok Mitra
returning to
state politics

CALCUTTA, May 15 The
former West Bengal Chiel
Minister and the t of
the Pradesh Congress (I).
takes on Marxist intellectual.
Dr Ashok Mitra in the prest)-
gious Chowringhee Assembly
seat, returning to the vortex of
state after 14 years .

mh 1984 and 85 . re-

He had eclectoral drubbing
in the successive years In
E:‘B:hn‘ and Bolepur Lok
: constituencies as an in-
dependent candidate by thr
CP1 (M).

Dr Mitra, a former Finance
Minister of the state, also
stages a comeback to electoral
politics after quite a few years
to what he termed. "vanquish
Mr Ray.” whom he described
as the “embodiment of emer-
gency excess” in West Bengal

during his tenure as Chief
Minister.

In the pages of history,
Siddhartha and Ashok re-
nounced their kingly ltfe in
quest of the ultimate truth, but
here in Chowringhee, their
modern namesakes after lapse
of eenturies “pledge to finish
the other” in the poll battle
that has become the cynosure
of all eyes, crossing the limits
of the state.

However, the mood of the
electorate, which had returned
Congress (I) candidates unfail-
ing, barring a solitary excep-
tion in 1977. is a subdued one.
It keeps one guessing.

As a voter puts it "either
way does it make difference |

have a mind not to cast a vote
at all."

Rape alleged
before Kennedy
left Palm Beach

PALM BEACH (Florida). May
16 : Senator Edward Kennedy
knew before he left Palm
Beach on Easter weckend that
his nephew had been accused
of rape and that police wanted
to talk to the senator,
Kennedy's son told
investigators, reports AP.

Patrick Kennedy also told
police that his cousin William
Kennedy Smith acknowledged
having sex with the allcged
victim. Smith has denied any
wrong doing but has not
publicly indicated whether he
had sex with the woman.

The senator has repeatedly
denied before leaving Florida
on April 1 that Smith, his 30-
year-old nephew, was accused
of raping a woman on the lawn
of the Kennedy estate March
30.

But Patrico. told police in a
sworn statement Tuesday that

his father knew of the
accusation. And the senator

himsell admitted in a sworn
statement that he knew of
calls from the police inquiring
about a "seribus offense” but
did not return those calls,

CIA used Noriega
to aid Contra rebels

MIAMI, (Florida] May
Ousted Panamanian dictator
Manuel Noriega said the
Central Inteélligence Agency
used him to funnel hundreds
of thousands of dollars to
Nicaraguan Contra rebels,
court documents made public
on Wednesday said, reports
Reuter.

Sections of the 107-page
document., prepared by
Noriega's defence lawyers,
were released after US gov-
ernment officials deleted parts

of it to protect top-secret in-
formation.

Noriega will face cocaine-
trafficking and money-launder-
ing charges in a trial 1o being
on July 22 that could cxpose
information embarrassing (o
former President Ronald
Reagan and President George
Bush, who was Reagan's Vice-
President .

Describing Noricga as a
conduit for CIA funding. the
document said Noriega
"provided hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to Conlra
leader Eden Pastora. This
money was provided 1o
Noricga by the CIA in cash.”

Nawaz Sharif softens
Sharia law

ISLAMABAD., May 16:
Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif's Ruling Islamic
Democratic Alliance (IDA)
softened a controversial gov-
ernment -sponsored Islamic
law during a parliamentary de-
bate on Wednesday, reports
Reuter,

But opposition People's
Democratic Alliance (PDA) of
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto was not satisfled with
the law which declares the
Islamic code of Sharia to be
Pakistan's "supreme law."

The PDA withdrew several
of its proposed amendments in
protest against what it called

___
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TOKYO : Japanese Prime
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Mustafizur Rahman

Minister Toshiki Kaifu (R) gestures while chatting with
() May 16 at the Prime Minister's

official residence. Japan has decided to send a team of 50 people and two h-limnpr; to
- oto

cyclone- torn Bangladesh.

IDA stubbornness. But parlia-
mentary sources said eflorts
were being made for a com-
promise on a PDA demand to
guarantee the supremacy of
the Parliament.

The National Assembly
(Lower House) passed an IDA
amendment that said ihe
"present parliamentary demo-
cratic system and the existing
system of government shall not
be challenged to any court
after the Sharia bill becomes
law.” -

But Bhutto who denounced
the bill as fundamentalist and
undemeocratic in a speech on
Tuesday, &aid it was not
enough.

We want supremacy of
Parliament and to safeguard
fundamental rights and rights
of women, she told reporters .

Many pro-IDA Muslim cler-
gyman on Wednesday de-
nounce Bhutto for Tuesday's
speech which called the Sharia
bill un-Islamic, sectarian, un-
constitutional and abscurantist.
and accused clerics of having

played a negative role.
One who embraces Islam is
bound to abide the of

one cleric
Moeenuddin Laknvi, said in a
statement there is no place in
between a Muslim and a Kafir
(infidel) as Islam does not be-
lieve in liberalism.

The IDA defeated a PDA
amendment that sought to
declare the injections of Quran
and Sunnah (practices of
Prophet Muhammed) as Lhe
supreme source of law, rather
than the supreme law.

But it accepted an amend-
ment moved by Deputies from
non-Muslim minorities which
said that the minorities rights

in the Constitution

| would not be hit .

women stylisis Thursday morning and reported business was
on duty are
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ity but | think it's going 1o work." he said
“There's topless restaurants and topless bars so why not

i

=
.
;

salon has angered the local Hairdressers and

which claimed It

Cosmetologists Employers Assoctation

3 M=t
" e
i

vl .
b e = il 5 g wLa i 1
. o o

e . ...'
F.. M | - -
& --Eﬁ:—*-- ks

WASHINGTON : Alice Frazier breaks away from protocel
and hugs Queen Elizabeth II May 15. The queen was
visiting Frazier's home at Drakes Place, a housing project
in Washington. —APF photo

Elizabeth carries her
own umbrella

WASHINGTON : Reporters covering the visit ol Britain's
Queen Elizabeth in news-mad Washington face a special
challenge — no news is likely o occur, reports Reuter

So in the nation’'s capital, where the journalistic scoop is
king. trivia tends to take centre stage and any tithit will do:

— @Queen Elizabeth carries her own umbrella

— She gave US President George Bush silver horse shoes
and a book entitled "Lost America.”

— She wore a purple-and-white hat to the White House.

Reporters were right on top of the purple hat caper

The hat was all that most people saw when the Queer
made brief remarks on the White House lawn on Tuecsday.

Her diminutive face was obscured by fts brim and the
microphone.

The Queen's umbrella, a nondescript black number with a
least one bent rib, was on display at Arlington National
Cemetery where she placed a wreath at the tomb of the
unknowns. .

To get set for this minutes-long. afternoon event reporters
and photographers had been in place since mid-morning on
one of the hot. humid days that remind Washingtonians that
their city is built on a southern swamp.

Sweat dripped from faces and dampened shirt fronts, and
those who had brought umbrellas used them as parasols

"After today. I'm going to join the IRA™ one US reporter
said.

He was joking. but a Buckingham Palace official said the
anti-British Irish Republican Army is expecied fto
demonstrate at some time during the Queen's visil

Highest honour for
Schwarzkof — a parade

WEST POINT (New York) : More than 4.000 cadets — the
famed long grey line of West Point paraded past General
Norman Schwarzkol on Wednesday paying tribute to the West
Point graduate who led the Allied forces to victory in the Gulf
war, reports Reuter.

Carrying fixed bayonet M-14 rifles on their shoulders, and
wearing full dress unfforms over white trousers. the cadets
gave the 190-year-old military academy's highest honour to
the general — a parade.

Schwarzkopf dress in the camouflage fatigues he wore
during Operation Desert Storm, called it a tribute not only to
him but to all 531,000 US soldiers. airmen, marines and
saflors who took part in the war.

He asked that all Gulf war treops in the crowd of about
3.000 spectators gathered on West Point's plain — its greal
lawn-stand behind him to watch the cadets parade pasL
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MALIBU (CA) : Actor-director-producer Michael Landon

went public about his inoperable liver and pancreas cancer
and advised people to “live-every minute”. Landon is
Minthpuﬁod'}dlmﬂhmulmw
conference. . photo
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