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'Government unstable under a parliamentary system'

The resumed
fts sitting at 10.42 am
Wednesday with Speaker Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas in the
chair, reports BSS,

Alter Tilawal-e- Quran, the
Speaker moved an obituary
reference for those who were
kifled in tornadoes and floods
in difficrent parts of the coun-
iry Including Manikgani,

Pabna. Bogra and Habigan) dis-
bricts

Matiur Rahman
The House adopted the
reference unanimously and of-
fered mounajat secking divine
blessings for the peace of the
souls. Mohammad

Matiur Rahman Nizami
(amaat- Pabna) led the prayer.

Taking the order of day.
the Speaker said the ques-
tions and answers would be
deemed to have been tabled in
the House. He, however, cor-
rected some printing mistakes
in the question-answer set.

Then the Speaker disposed
of the two special privilege
notices from Mohammad Ab-
dus Shahid (AL-Moulvibazar)
and Mohammd Shamsul Huq
(AL- Mymensingh).

About the privilege notice
from Shamsul Huq regarding
the position of the Jaitya
Sangsad member in the war-
rant of precedence, the
Speaker advised the Member
concerned to bring a bill in
the House in this connection.

Bul apparently not being
satisfied with the reply, Huq
rose to his feet on a point of
order and said he had come to
the House with great expecta-
tions for finding a solution to
the manifold problems of the
people and the country, He re-
gretted that his hopes re-
mained unfulfilled.

But before the prorogation
of the House Wednesday, he
saild, he wanted to go back
home after restoring the dig-
nity of the members of the
House. He demanded that the
position o the Jatiya Sangsad
members should be refixed at
least in accordance with the
warrant of precedence of
1974 as it was decided by the

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Members of both the Trea-
sury and Opposition Benches a
supported the contention of
Hug through thumping ol the
table.

The Speaker then. disposed
offl two call attention notices
regretting that he could not
accept them due to shortage of
time. '

Shawakat Ali

At this stage, Col (Retd)
Shawakat Ali (AL -Shariatpur)
took the floor on a point of
order and said . on April 11
he gave a call attention notice
to the House regarding a news
item published in a Pakistani
newspaper undermining the
sovereignty of Bangladesh. On
that dj; the Deputy Leader of
the House, Prof, Badruddoja
Chowdhury. had assu him
of making a statement in this

connection.

Prol. Chowdhury took the
floor immediately and said he
had promised to make a
statement provided he was
supplied with a copy of that
paper. He regretited that he
did not receive the copy.

The Deputy Leader of the
House told the chair that he
wanted to move a resolution
and requested him to suspend
ﬂnmlevmtrulenl‘i}mmﬁnf
procedure. For -a Minister a
two day notice is required for
moving a resolution.

The r suspended the
relevant rule, allowing the
Deputy Leader of the House to
move resolution. )

Moving his resolution Prof.
Chowdhury said, in view of the
devastating cyclone in the
coastal districts and tornadoes
and floods in other pants of the
country, the House should take
a decision to postpone the by-
elections to the ten vacant

secats of the Jatiya Sangsad,
scheduled to be held on June

11, for three months.

Abdus Samad Azad

The Deputy Leader of the
Abdus Samad Azad,
supported the resolution
which the House adopted

unanimously.

Azizul Haq Mollah

Participating in the discus-
sion, BNP Member Azizul
Mollah (Bogra) said because
her consistent policy and un-
comprising attitude, the im-
age ol Begum Khaleda Zia was
brightened both at home and
abroad. He paid tributes to all
those who laid down their lives
during the anti-autocracy
movement.

Mollah said it was Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman who
restored multi-party democ-
racy in the country which was
taken away by the Awami Lea-
guers, now clamouring for
democracy. He said because of
honesty and fairness, Zia's im-
age continued to remain very
high in the minds of the peo-
ple and it was proved in the
last elections. He asked the
Opposition to refrain from
making any unkind remark on
Zia

The BNP Mcmber said
though Awami Leaguers now
speak for democracy, it was

ir leader Sheikh Hasina
who welcomed the taking over
of power by autocrat Ershad.
Even Awami League's mouth-
piece Banglar Bani work an
editorial hailing Ershad's tak-
ing over of Power. He said by
participating in the elections
under Ershad, the Awami
League helped prolong this au-
tocratic rule.

Mollah said although this
government came (o power
only the other day, the inter-
national community had ex-
pressed confidence in it. A
large quantity of relief materi-
als have already arrived in the
country in aid of the cyclone
victims. He said this was for
the first time that Saudi
monarch King Fahd had
opened a special fund in aid of
Bangladesh cyclone victims.

Mozammel Hossain

Taking the floor, Awami
League Member Dr. Mozamel
Hossain (Bagerhat) paid
tributes to all those who had
laid down their lives in the
Liberation War and the subse-
quent movements for the over-
throw of autocratic rules. He
said the Acting President in
his address touched on a num-
ber of important {ssues facing
the nation which included
economy, population, poverty
and unemployment.

Dr. Hossain called upon the
ruling party to do away with
ﬂ'ﬂ:lfpu:ihl courts which he
said had become a mockery to
justice. He alleged that
judgement could be purchased
at upazila courts and said if
BNP values the commitments
made during the movement it
should cancel the decentraliza-
tion of ;

He called for taking neces-
sary steps for improving com-
munications in his con-
stituency where he said people
were suffering for lack of
roads. He also called for exca-
v;:iun of a canal to overcome
the problem of water |
which affects a large aorgf ?ﬁ

Bagerhat.
Alamgir Kabir

BNP Member Kabir
(Naogaon) paid tributes to the
memory of Ziaur Rahman for
restoring multi-party democ-
racy in the country. He dif-
fered with the observation of
the Acting President
that the justice was not sitting
on a heap of explosives, rather
he was standing on the
threshold of d ;

Alamgir Kabir described Zi-
aur Rahman as the architect of
Bangladesh nationalism and
said it was Zia, who by launch-
ing the idea of regional coop-

F:‘I.'Inwin; is the remaining
part of Tuesday’s Jatiya Sangsad
proceedings.

Begum Ahsanullah

Taking part in the discus-
sion BNP Member Begum
Shamsunnahar Khwaja Ahsan-
ullah thanked the Acting Prec-
ident, Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, for conducting a free
and fair election. She, how-
ever, expressed her disap-
pointment at the Acting Presi-
dent's address to the Parlia-
ment, which she said had only
contained a sense of pes-
simism.

Begum Ahsanullah said be-
cause of a number of good
projects taken by President
Zia, the country had moved
towards prosperity in agricul-
ture, industry and other sec-
tors.

He said the canal digging
programme and the policy for
industrial and farm revolution
had created great enthusiasm
among the people. It was Zia,
who had introduced the slo-

gan, "If 68,000 villages survive

eration, became the real pi-
oneer ol SAARC. He lamented
that the opposition criticised
Ziaur Rahman, but they failed
to mention the gGualities of
Shaheed Zia.

Abdul Khaleque
Taking the floor Abdul
Khaleque (Al- rhat) said
the Acting President for the
first time depicted the na-
tional scenario from neutral
point of view instead of taking

:tcrtlnm stand as taken by
r presidents.
Khaleque said the Khulna

region was being neglected. He
said the communications in-
frastructure there was in a
deplorable condition. He said
even the second sea port
Mongla had failed to draw the
attention of the successive
governments. He said 70 per
cent of our exports were made
through Mongla port. Though
it has a population of about
50,000 yet there was no hospi-
tal in Mongla. He demanded
construction of a bridge over
the river Rupsa for direct road
communication

and Khuilna city.

The AL member said though

late President Ziaur Rahman
had laid the foundation stone
of a medical college in Khuilna,
yet it was far from being com-
pleted. The 500-bed hospital

pledged by late President Ziaur

Rahman for Khulna was re-
duced to a 2560-bed hospital by
autocrat Ershad, he .
Khaleque demanded of the
government to introduce
mechanised ferries on the

river Rupsa immediately for

easier flow of traffic.

He said 19 lakh people of
Khulna city were [acing acute
shortage of drinking water. He
demanded immediate govern-

ment steps in this regard.

Harun-ar-Rashid

Participating in the discus-
sions Sheikh Harun-ar-Rashid
(AL-Khulna) thanked the Act-
ing President for portraying in
his candid speech the prevail-
ing situation in the country.

He sald those who had
come to power without votes
in the past did not want to re-
linquish the highest office but
the Acting President was very
honest in this regard and he
had expressed his desire to
quit power.

Sheikh - Rashid said the
people had voted in the last
elections to give democracy an
institutional shape. But he re-
gretted that no move was
taken by the Treasury Bench to
fulfil the commitment made in
this regard in the joint decla-
ration of the three alliances .

He said the Leader of the
House and Prime Minister did
not come to the House nor the
members were informed about
the quantity of relief materials
coming from abroad.

The Awami e Member
was critical about a comment
made by the Minister of State
for Food, Najmul Huda, that
the present Parliament was a
sovereign one .

He said, in the same way
the previous government used

to term the Jatiya Sangsad as
"sovereign.”

Sheikh Rashid referred to
February 27 Parliamentary

polls and said black money had

_ played an important role to in-

fluence voters.

In this context, he said, de-
spite the fixation of election
expenditure of a candidate to
Taka three lakh by the Elec-
tion Commission, Taka three
crore had been spent in many
places lnnludlngpethe Dhaka

He said an enquiry could
reveal such unlawful tices.
Turning to his constituency

Sheikh Rashid demanded con-

struction of Khulna-Dakope
road, establishment of a medi-
cal college for 19 lakh people

of Khulna City, construction of
a bridge on the river Rupsa
and supply of drinking water

by WASA.
Nazmul Huda
As the Awami € mem-

ber completed his speech,

between

Statc Minister Nazmul Huda
took the floor on a point of

| clarification.
He said that the t decla-

ration itsell sta that the
present Parllament was

At this, the opposition
members strongly protested
the comment. A noisy scene
continued for a few minutes
till the Deputy Leader of the

tion Abdus Samad Azad
told the chair that it had be-
come a habit of the State Min-
ister to make comments fre-
quently wasting the time of the
House

Samad sald BNP leaders in-
cluding Abdus Salam Talukder
and Delwar Hossain knew well
what had been mentioned in
the joint declaration of the
three alliances.

The House then resumed
the discussion on the speech
of the Acting President .

Mosharraf Hossain

Invited to the floor,
Mosharral Hossain (BNP- Bak-
erganj) said deposed President
Ershad and his associates had
plundered national resources
during the last nine years.

He urged the rnment
to recover those looted wealth
and deposit them with the na-
tional treasury.

He paid tributes to late
President Ziaur Rahman and
expressed the hope that the
BNP government would take
timely steps to rebuild the
shattered economy which ft
inherited after coming to
power .

Referring to his con-
stituency the Treasury Bench
member urged the govern-
ment to save his area from the
river erosion.

Mostafizur Rahman

Participating in the discus-
sfon, Mohammad Mostafizur
Rahman (AL-Dinajpur) said the
Acting President deserved
thanks for depicting the real
socio-economic and political
scenario of the country in his
inaugural speech to the fifth
Parliament.

Referring to the Prime Min-
{ster and Leader of the House
Begum Khaleda Zia's an-
nouncement in the House that
agricultural loans upto Taka
5,000 with interest were
waived, the AL member said he
came to know that in fact agri-
cultural loans totalling upto
Taka 5,000 including interest,
were being exempted. He de-
manded a clarification from
the governmemt in this re-
gard. |

Rahman said people had
participated in the movement
against autocracy for making
the Jatiya Sangsad sovereign.
He pleaded for taking steps in
that direction so that people’s
aspiration could be fulfilled.

Referring to his local prob-
lems, Rahman said Dinajpur
was facing drought. He said
deep and shallow tubewells
should be sunk to ameliorate
the sufferings of the farmers
and to increase rice produc-
tion. He demanded of the gov-
ernment to raise subsidies on
fertilizers and insecticides.

Mujibur Rahman

No sooner the AL member
completed his deliberation,
the State Minister for Finance.
Mujibur Rahman, took the
floor and said the Cabinet had
taken the decision to exempt
payment of ‘agricultural loans
upto Taka 5,000 with interest.
The AL member demanded

the Bangladesh would survive,
" she said.

Motia Chowdhury

Begum Motia Chowdhury
(AL-Sherpur) asked why the
naval ships and BAF aircraft
valued at crores of Taka were
destroyed despite repeated
warning of the Meteorological
nt about the impend-

ing cyclone. She also com-
plained mismanagement about
relief distribution and looting
of relief . State Minister

for Food Barrister Nazmul
Huda rising on a point of

order wanted to know whether
Begum Motia Chowdhury was
in the House to criticise the
government or to rake part in
the discussion on the Acting
President's speech.

Begum Matiya Chowdhury
said the Acting President in
his address had raised the very
important issue of the trans-

ferring power suggesting how
that could be done on the basis
of the joint declaration of the
three . She said what-

ever the contention, whatever

Noorjahan Yesmin

Begum Noorjahan Yesmin
(BNP-Mymensingh) began her
speech the memory
of Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman and for peace
of the souls of those who had
sacrificed their lives in the
movement to overthrow the
autocratic regime and those
who were killed in the recent
natural calamities.

Refuting the opposition
claim that people voted for
the parliamentary system of
government in the last elec-
tions, Begum Yesmin said
ple were not concerned t
the form of the government
when they went to the polls.
Their concern was to elect a
representative government
which would work for their
welfare, she maintained.

She said people would re-
member for ages the Ac
President for holding free
[atr elections. "

Begum Yesmin reiterated
the BNP's demand for publish-
ing a white on the mis-
deeds committed during of the

autocratic mﬂl of Ershad .

Drawing attention of the
Education Minister, the BNP
member pleaded for making
the Anandamohan College a
university college.

Suranjit Sengupta
Suranjit Sengupta (Ganat-
antree Party'Summrnj} said
the 15-page speech of the
Acting President appeared ex-
ceptional to the nation.

He said "we may have dif-
ference of opinions, but if we
have discord on the fundamen-
tal issues, the nation and the
parliament cannot be pro-
tected.”

Quoting from the speech of
the Acting President Sengupta
said the Acting President had
expressed his desire thrice to
be relieved of his post. He said
there were three ways of re-
linquishing the Actin
President from his job. He
the three ways are by deter-
mining the form of the gov-
ernment in the House, or by

provision for the tran-
sitio in the constitu-
tion or by holding presidential
elections.

He said "we can't tell the
people anything except that

. we passed two black laws in

the present House"

Suranjit Sengupta said "if
you have to remain in power by
holding presidential elections,
the framework of the joint
declaration formed on the ba-
sis of the unity of the entire
people of the country will have
57 .

He said the holding of the
presidential election and be-
coming members of the
council of ministers under Ar-
ticle 568 of the Constitution
could not go together. He said
the members of the Treasury
Bench had to disown the joint
declaration of the three al-
liances in that case.

He said de President
Ershad and vice-president
Moudud Ahmed resigned from
their posts on the basis of the

joint declaration. He said it

was again the joint declaration
of the three aliances through
which the selection of the Act-
ing President was possible.

Plea to announce

the interpretation fact re-
mained that the present Par-
liament was not sovereign and
that the country had a presi-
dential form of government.

She said it was not [air to
crit'cise Ershad when his sys-
tem was being upheld. She
sald the Awami League, under
the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina wanted to repeal, all
constitutional amendments
starting from 4th Amendment
to 10th Amendment to estab-
lish democracy on a firm foot-
ing. Without naming any party,
Begum Motia Chowdhury said
it was unethical to enjoy the
benefit of a system, but criti-
cise it according to conve-
nience. She asked the BNP to
come forward with a clean
mind to bring necessary
changes in the Constitution to
make it genuinely democratic
document.

Begum Motia Chowdhury
contested the claim of BNP
members of attaining food suf-
ficiency during their period by
reading out records from eco-
nomic survey. She also quoted

economic survey on GDP
growth to dispel the claim of
BNP members.

The Awamit League member
called upon the government
for an early announcement of
the Pay Commission reports.
She said that employees
should be given such salaries
by which they could live hon-
estly.

Referring to the call of the
Acting President to find out
ways (o relieve him (Acting
President) at the earliest Be-
gum Motia Chowdhu said
that could be done by in-
troducing a parliamentary sys-
tem of government. She said
that 51 per cent people voted
infavour of parliamentary sys-
tem of government. She said if
the present government
honoured the verdict of the
voters they should opt for the

pariiamentary system. If that is
done, the transfer of

would be made easier, she
said

Fazlur Rahman Patal ( BNP-
Natore), taking part in the dis-

jotnt
establishment of “full democ-
racy” resisting the trend of
killings, coups and conspira-
cles.

with the sug-
gestion of the Bench
that this Parliament was

saild the p

Sangsad did not have legisla-
tive, economic and constituent
powers. He saild even for ordi-

Abdul Matin Chowdhury

Participating next, Abdul
Matin Chowdhury (BNP-
Narayanganj) defended the
presidential form of govern-
ment saying that it could en-
sure stability and bring about
welfare to the people.

The BNP member said in
1975. the Awami e lead-
ers had switched over to the
presidential form of govern-
ment because they felt it to be
a better way to serve the peo-
ple.
Strongly refuting the con-
tention of Suranjit Sengupta,
that the present Sangsad was
not sovereign, Chowdhury said
"this parliament can hang a
President®. Besides, the House
can pass the annual budget,
five-year development plans
and even the 20 years per-
spective plans, he added.

The BNP member said the
opposition members were
speaking in favour of the par-
Hamentary form of government
just for the sake of political
reasons. But not for the welfare
of the pedple, he added.

The BNP member said peo-

le of the country in the past

given their verdict in

favour of the presidential form
in 1978 and 1981.

Abdul Matin Chowdhury
said the oppositions being
afraid of their sure defeat in
the coming presidential elec-
tion were opting  for parlia-
mentary form.

Referring to the incidents
under parliamentary form of
government during the Pak-
istan days, Chowdhury said
Speaker Shahed Al was killed

The opposition mus! not
judge the presidential form of
government in the light of the
performances of ex-President

Even President Sattar dur-
ing his about three months
rule restored in ev-
ery sphere of the national life.
Chowdhury said.

The BNP member pointed
out that ex-President Ershad
who came to power through
the back door was an autocrat
People had ousted him

through waging a t
and ex-President Em
was involved with the tnterna-
tional ring of gold smuggling
was now under trial
Chowdhury referred to the
situation the recent
devastating cyclone in the
coastal districts and said the
BNP government had tackled
the situation successfully.
Dismissing the opposition
criticisms and press reports
about floating of human bodies
in the affected areas and mis-
management in reliefl distribu-

tion, Chowdhury said those
were not true.

Abdul Matin Chowdhury re-
ferred to the Acting Presi-
dent's speech in which he
mentioned the non-realisation
of Taka 10,000 crore as indus-

trial loans and demanded of.

the government for taking ap-
propriate steps to realise this

huge amount from the default-
ers. He also demanded re-
opening of all mills and facto-
ries which were closed down
by the autocratic regime. _

He pleaded for the devel-
opment and tection of the
handloom ustry which was
producing 80 to B5 per cent of
the requirement of cloths.

He concluded his speech
with a call to all for
the ra.e of population
for the sake of sheer existence
of the country.

The Speaker then ad-
journed the House at 1.15 pm
to resume at 3 pm.

The House resumed its sit-
ting at 3-10 pm with Deputy
Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali in
the chatr.

Taking part in the discus-
sion on the President's

speech, Mosharral Hossain
(AL-Faridpur) Pld tributes to

hu Sheikh Mujfbur
Rahman, four national leaders
killed in the jail, and martyrs
of the anti-autocracy move-
ment.

Mosharrafl also called upon
the Members of Parliament not
to betray spirit of the joint
declaration of the three al-
liances regarding the estab-
lishment of a sovereign par-
liament.

Taking the floor next, MA

Matin (BNP-Chandpur) urged

the government to provide
house ts and agri-
culture loans m people of
the cyclone affected areas.

He also stressed the need
for rapid industrialization for
removing the curse of unem-

ployment.
Speaking next, Abul Hasnat

cussion on the address of the
Acting President said, which
form of government would run
the country was now the main
question before the nation. He,
however, said since this was a
very Important issue, #t
needed serious consideration.
Criticising those who op-
the presidential system,
Patal said, actually it was not
the system but persons who
ran the administration that
made the difference. She said
both of them could be turned
to autocratic rule if not prop-
erly run but again both were
democratic. He asked who had
transform democratic system
into an autocratic ohe

overnight.
Sajeda Chowdhury

Taking the floor Berum
Sajeda Chowdhury (AL-

hrﬂpuﬂ-uddnpaoﬁhld
much expectation 'to pre-
sent Ja w“ﬂm
She said the fatlure to rise up
to the expectation of the
»ple would : them into

.

Pay Commission

great despair. The autocrats
might take over power taking
the opportunity. she warned.

She said borrowing from
bank was encouraged but not
its repayment in any way.

Turning to the situation
now obtaining in the cyclone
affected arcas she posed a
question to the Treasury
Bench on whether there was
any rule to burn bodies under
Muslim laws.

Begum Sajeda Chowdhury
said "we do not know where is
the Prime Minister at the
moment 7 She said even a
peon of an office could seek
the protection of the court if
he was ous'ed from his job but
if the in the Cabinet
under the present form of

Abdullah (AL de
manded trial of the of
IS night of 1976

calied upon the govern
ment o watve the loans of the

poor and to intreduce unem

ployment allowance
Abdullah also u the MPs
o create a fair :

the Acting President for his
succesaful of a free and
fair election he said had

enhanced the image of the na-
ton.

The Jamaat member -
to the leader of :ﬁe

Special Powers Act
during the Awami League

regime.But he wanted 0o know
as lo these two parties
which the country for
nearly 16 years did not repeal
this law.

Hamid said he had suffered
two years' imprisonment un-
der the Special Powers Act
during the BNP rule.

The AL member urged the
treasury bench to honour the
outline of the declaration of
the three alliances to establish
democracy .

He demanded withdrawal of
the upazila courts as corrup-
tion was rampant in those
places.

Referring to his

Awami League government but
former President Ershad dis-

n{lmmr{hrlﬁm-
ily Planning to check the
population explosion

Khan ﬁemlndad a white



