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Upazila

e

Gold bars

Acute crisis
of petrol

May | Acute” crisis of
p:tml:umlﬂhuenpmnlhng
in the northern regions of the
country for the last two weeks,

reports UNB.
According to sources,
| s now being sold be-

tween Taka 30 and 35 per
ltre instead of Taka 14 fixed
by the government. The dis-
triet administration has
ordered petrol rationing to
avert the crisis.

Taking advantage of the sit-
uation some unscrupulous
traders are involved in making
windfall profit by raising the
price of petrol.

The crisis has been persist-
ing as no petroleum cargo
could reach due
to the devastating cyclone that
hit the coastal regions of the
country on April 29.

The floating petroleum de-
pots al Bﬂ.ghlE.n ghat and

Chilmari now lack petrol stock
while kerosene diesel are
available, it is learnt.

200 houses

200 houses in
Sartakandi of the dis-
trict were ured by the
river Jamuna over the last two
weeks.

Meanwhile, the erosion has
taken a serious turn and
eroded over 200 acres of agri-
cultural land in Uttarbaria and
Adbaria villages of the upazila.

Water Develo nt Board
oflicials feared Brahma-

flood protection emban-
ntonlylﬂﬂlutlﬂy

e tos o
" People hare have demanded

construction of a new em-
S5 -

son to save vast croplands from
the imminent danger.

SATKHIRA

Students clash
with transport
workers : 15 hurt

May 14 : At least 15 people
were injured, eight of them
seriously, in a clash between
college students and transport

Over

workers at bus stand

on Monday, here said,

reports UNB.

i Sertously injured students
Abu Baker,

Mohtuddin, =

dur and bus workers Enamul.
Amjad, Hafiz and Ratan were
admitted to Sadar Hospital

Wilnesscs said stu-
dents two SCSH,
Satikhira, B-8] and Khulna. B-
243, when bus conductors
demanded excess fare from
them.

After the incident. a group
of armed bus workers stormed
the campus ransacking the
college office and humitliating
female students. college
authorities alleged.

;

Police, motor
workers clash,
10 injured
From Our Correspondent

May 14 . About 10 persons

Uransports were in a
clash between and
Motor Sramik Undon Sunday
night at Magura.
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AGRI-VARSITY
Sher-e-Bangla's
contribution
recalled

May 14 : In observance of
the 29th death anniversary of
Shere-e-Bangla A.K. Fazlul Huq
a seminar was held here re-
cently under the auspices of
F.H. Hall Union of Bangladesh

Agricultural Untversity (BAU).
BSS.

Held at the F.H. Hall com-
mon reom. the seminar was
presided over by Dr. Monoj
Mohan Sen, Acting Provost of
the hall and it was attended by
prof. Monsurul Amin, Students’
Affairs Adviser and Dr. M.
Rafiqul Huq., former General
Secretary of University
Teachers' Association Fed-
eration as the chief guest and
the special guest respectively.
Others who spoke on the
occasion included Dr. Abdur
Rahman, Mr. Naibuddin
Ahmed. VP of Fazlul Haque
Hall Union Mr. Md. Niazuddin
Pasha and messrs. Mamun,
Pankaj and Sawkat.

Highlighting the life and
contributions of Shere-Bangla.
the chiefl guest stated that in
him we had found the most
genuine friend of the farming
community of Bangladesh. "He
fought for their deliverance
from the clutches of poverty
and it was he, who had laid the
foundation of higher agricul-
tural education and research in
our country, he said

SIRAJGANJ

Two bodies

recovered

May 14 : Kazipur police re-
covered two bodies [rom
Dhekuria char near WAPDA
embankment here yesterday,
reports UNB.

At least four people werc
missing after a boat sank in the
river Jamuna Sunday. The boat
carrying 11 labourers was on
way to the char in an in-
clement weather. Seven pas-
sengers swam ashore.

The bodies were identified
as Shukur (28) and Roset Ali
(24) of Baishakhi village of
Dhunat upazila in Bogra dis-
trict.

MANIKGANJ

Valuables
160ted

May 14 : Valuables worth
about Taka 50,000 were looted
from houses of two doctors of
Singair upazila health complex
here., police said here today,
reports UNB.

Witnesses said a gang of
armed dacoits numbering 15
to 20 Friday raided the houses
of Dr. Rathanuddin and Dr.
Farooq Hossain and looted gold
omaments, cash and other be-
longings.

The miscreants also beat up
four iInmates of the houses
when they tried to resist the
looters.

Case was flled in this con-
nection.

BRAHMANBARIA

Vast area of
Sarail inundated

14 : A vast area in
Saratl upazila of the district
was inundated overnight as on-
rush of hilly water coupled
with rains continued. reports
UNB.
Officials said about 300
acres of cropland was inun

dated Sunday night in Gudunti
Shabagpur Sahajadapur
unions. About 5 000 acres of

land tn the district has been
inundated in the last five days
Puratan bazar of Ashuganj
and two ferry ghats at Ashuganj
and Bhatrab have been threat
ened with erosion by onrush of
water from across the border
and flood water pouring throu-
the river Meghna from
-hit Sylhet All wood pon-
twwons from the ghats have E:-tn
removed .

Water is gushing through 10
breaches in Haera river cm
bankment in Dhaturpaila. Khal
apara. Jamgachtala and Masura
areas ol Akhaura upazila

RANGPUR
Lightning
kills 4
From Our Correspondent

May |4  Four persons were
killed and two others injured
in Kishoregon] and Dimla
Ssturday last. The victims are
Helal (I5). FPulal (12). Maya
(13) and Meoriu (16) of
Kishoregonj u while the
are Bhedu (36) and
Mia (34) of Dimia

tragedy occurred a

Oam on
storm lashed the upar
injured were admitted
hospital

ﬂ
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MAULVI BAZAR : A ﬂuod aﬁactad huus& at ﬂ]lﬂge Matarkapon under Chandnighat Union of Sadar upazila. —Star photo

flflnzliﬂl1(11?1tljervnzls;txattjh()mnl s;ijil]l*\riaiiﬂEilnar

PATUAKHALI, May 14 : The
trail of devastation wrought by
cyclone and tidal bore April 29
is still visible in many places of
the district with collapsed
houses, uprooted trees, demol-
ished educational institutions
and inundation of thousands of
acres of land.

According to a preliminary
estimate, the loss in six upaxi-
las of the district is aboul
10.70 crore Taka.
death figure is 21 and accord-
ing to the Livestock Depart-
ment, 1133 cattle, 6664 [owl
pcrlshad alone in Galachipa

The latest -

From Our Correspondent

District Administration in
cooperation with local people
and political partics arc taking
effective measures to miligale
the sufferings of the distressed
people.

Government has .--mu.liuntd
Taka 10 lakh and 195 mectric
tons of wheat, 145 metric tons
of rice, 380 pieces ol sarees,
380 pieces of lungics and 140
tins of buiscuits. Upazila Ad-
ministration in presence of lo-
cal representatives and the
armed forces personnel are
distributing money, food, wa-
ter purification tablets and oral
saline while 14 medical teams
and one army muih al team

round the clock to
and the

are working
serve Lthe wounded
sick.

As most of the tubewells
were left inoperative, cyclone
victims are compelled to drink
contaminatcd water from the
canals and rivers, due to which
diarrochocal deaths are on the
rise. Moreover, pecople are un-
able to rcbuild their ruined
huts and cettages due to lack
of tins in the reliel godowns.

On the other hand, various
NGO bodies arc also working
side by side with the district
administration and distributing
rhira gur, candles, match

bexes and many other items to
the affected people. Govern-
ment has further sanctioned
five lakh Taka to operate gruel
kitchens in the diut.ﬂcL

The Deputy Commissioner
of Patuakhali Sheikh Salauddin
conveyed the matter of
scarcity of tins to the Relief
Ministry and asked to han-
dover 563 bundles of tin and
Taka two lakh in cash and
other relief materials to dis-
trict administration.

It is felt that the miseries
will multiply if the crash pro-
grammes are not taken imme-
diately.

Zliilgsihl()ur1qu;zllng] needs more
fire stations

KISHOREGANJ, May 14 :
Property worth croics of laka
is being damaged i absence of
fire stations in 11, out of 13
upazilas of the district every
year. Every year fire incidents
cause heavy damage to life and
properties in these upazilas.
Last year fire incidents caused
heavy damage to property in
Hossainpur, Pakundia, Tarall,
Itha Katiadi and Karimganj
uperilas.

At present there are fire
stations only in Kishoregan]j
and Bhairab. When the firebri-
gade personnel from
Kishoregan| and Bhairab reach
the places of occurrences after

long drive nothing remain to .

be extinguished by the fire-
men.

With the establishment of
upazilas many rmment of-
fices and private establish-
ments have been set up in the
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upazilas. Moreover there are
internal roads in the upazilas
and as such movement of fire
vehicles will not be affected.
People hope that the gov-
ernment would set up fire
stations in u to save the
life and property from the haz-
ards of fire.
Alcohoiism
Rectified spirit is being
freely consumed as a substitute
for alcohol by the youths in
the town causing moral degra-
dation, eyewitnesses here said.
Residents complained that
addicted young people buy the
spirit from nomeopaths and
take it as alcohol by mixing wa-
ter. An in- formed sources
said, ganza and locally made
liquor are also used by the
youths.
It s alleged that some dis-
honest homeopaths in spite of
having licences to practise and

manufacture medicines are
selling the spirit to the addicts
at exorbitant prices.

As per rnment rule, li-
cences for rectified spirit are
only issued to the bonafide
homeopath practitioners and
homeo- medicine manufactur-
ers. But it is openly sold in the
town.

Meanwhile, drug addiction
among the youth has increased
here causing concern among
the parents and guardians.
School and college students
constitute the largest group of
addicts, it is leamnt.

With the increase
in the addiction, crimes like
theft, looting, dacoity and rob-
bery etc have become rampant
in every locality of the town. In
many cases the crimes are not
of reported to the police for
fear of dire consequences.

Ansar-VDP
rally ends

TANGAIL. May 14 : A three-
day long Ansar-VDP district
lcvel rally concluded on

Wednesday at local Bhasani
Hall. reports BSS

A total of B50 Ansar-VDP
members including women
members ok part in the rally.
The rally rc\'il:Wtd the
progress of the ongoing pro-
gramme of the forces.

Among others, Kabir
Ahmed. District Adjutant of
Ansar-VDP spoke on the occa-
sion. Lt Col. A H. Tafsir
Ahmed, the Deputy Director
General of the Sangstha at-
tended the function as chief
gucst and distributed televi-
stons and sewing machines as
prizscs among the best samities
of the organisation.

PABNA. May 14 : Acute cri-
sis of pure drinking water is
prevailing in Pabna and ether
15 districts of the northern
region of the country due to
prolonged drought and abnor-
mal fall in the underground
water level

According o a source, un-
derground water level went
down abnormally in 52 upazilas
and in rest 7] upazilas. it also
went much below the normal
level. About 70 per cent wube-
wells in these districts have
gonce oul of order. On the
otherhand many disordered
tubewells awail repair.

Sinking of tubewells under
Tara pump installation pre-
gramme has been reduced due
o financtal constraints. Origl-
nally the programme was 20
Tara pumps in each union. But
it now stands at 10 in each
Wrdon

Water extraction has be-
come almost difficult in Pabna,
Ishurdi. Chatmoher, .m
Faridpur. Tarash.

Netrakona flood
situation worsens

NETRAKONA, May 14:
Flood situation in Hatiyajuri
and Mohanganj upazilas dete-
riorated yesterday following a
heavy rainfall during the last
|12 hours and the on-rush of
waters from the upstream of
greater Sylhet district.

The water level in Kaliya-
ganj rose by one foot on Sun-
day. According to upazila ad-
ministration in Mohangan)
upazila, at least five sluice
gates have been submer
and several cracks -pflu.rur:
the 18-km flood protection
cmbankment following entry of
flood waters into Dingaputa
haor.

Netrakona district Water
Development Board sources
said, the rivers of the district
have been rising,

The water level of the river ~

Shomeshwari at Durgapur and
Kangsujaria and Dano at Kalia-
jurt had registered sharp rise
during the last 12 hours.

Nor'wester

UNB adds: A nor'wester at a
speed of 80 km per hour
lashed the district injuring at
least 30 people in early

ing crops of IRRI and Boro on
lmtmdhmml

Dacoit shot
dead

FARIDPUR, May 14: One al-
leged dacoit was shot dead by
police and two others were ar-
rested with arms Monday

night near Parikkhitpur on -

Dhaka-Khulna highway under
Madhukhali upazila.

According to a police
source, in view of increasing
highway robbery incidents
particularly on passenger
buses, a contingent of police
force led by Khairul Bashar,
Assistant Superintendent of
Police, Faridpur ambushed a
group ol armed dacoits in a
roadside brickfield. Police had
a secret information about the
movements of the dacoits.

Knowing the presence of
police the dacoits first opened
fire at them. Police chased
them and opened fire.

As a result one young dacoit
was wounded. He succumbed
to his injuries after a few min-
utes. '

Jute farming
in Sherpur

faces crisis

SIHERPUR, Mayl4 in an at-
tempt to boost jute farming
Agriculture Extension
Department has taken up a
scheme to cultivate the natural
fibre on 27,500 acres of land
in five upazilas of the district
this year, reports UNB,

But acute sho of jute
sceds will threaten the pro-

‘duction target, according to

growers .

Only 75 kgs of local variety
jute seeds against the re-
quirement of 156,500 kgs and
5795 kgs of Tossa variety
against the requirement of
17,300 kgs of seeds were dis-
tributed among the cultivators.

Taking advantage of the
short supply. unscrupulous
traders have raised

v the price of jute seeds .

Gomostapur, Godagari, Rohan-
pur. Nawabganj., Shibganj,
Charghat, Perthia, Manda,
Atrai, Bar . Singra, Por-
sha, Mohanpur, Sapahar,
Dhamairhat, Biranpur, Ghor-
aghat, Parbatipur, Phulbari,
Lalpur, Gurudaspur, Mohadi-
vpur. Patnitala, Tanor and Ba-
galipara upazilas

According to the Public
Health Engineering Depart.
ment, 12000 tubewells were
lying unserviceable, of which
5020 tubewells in Rajshahi
Circle and 6910 tubewells in

Tm of water sup-

ply in the municipal areas of
painaw and Ra i
were about 20 lakh . 10
lakh ns, 10

12 pllnnllndﬂﬂhkh
galions respectively. which is
much h:h- the actual re-

On the otherhand. about
718 ponds out of 965 have also
dried-up In Barendra arcas. As
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a result rural people are forced
to procure water from rivers
and canals.

Suicide cases
on rise
Meanwhile, suicide cascs
have increased in

Pabna Margina (17), dnuxter
of Osman All of village Bill-
Vadurta and another Zilla
Sarder (28), son of late Jalil
Sarder of village Bhaudan
under Plhnn Sadar upazila
committed suicide by taking
poison. The cause of the sui-
cides is not yet known.

Hervin seized

Pabna Sadar thana police
seized B0 gms of Heroin worth
about Taka 50,000 and ar-
rested two addicted persons
recently.

According to the reports,
acting on a secrel information,
police raided the house of Mr.
Raoshan at Govinda and ar-
rested Rezaul (32) of the vil-

lage krishnapur and Israel (28)
of village Govinda.

Besides, police also seized
50 gms of Heroin with some
necessary accessaries like
aluminium foil tiny packets of

heroin etc.

2 get life-term

. Mr. Sudhendu Kumar
Biswas, the Additional Sessions
Judge. sentenced two persons
to life imprisonment and a fine
of Taka 10,000 each in default
one year's imprisonment
more to Moslem Mondel and
Ummat Mondel eof village
Charghospur for murdering

Abdul Latif of the same village.

According to the reports,
Abdul Latif on September 12,
1984 was shot dead by Moslem
Mondol and Ummat Mondol
when he was walking on the
embankment of WAPDA.

The Judge after examining
the records and evidences

Tagore's birth
anniversary

observed

AGRI-VARSITY (Mymen-
singh), May 14 : An attractive
musical soiree was ar
here on May 9 in observance of
the 130th birth anniversary of
the Rabindra Nath Tagore
under the auspices of GITI
Arghya (the offering of songs).
a musical seminary at the
Bangladesh Agricultural
University residential area.

lleld at the residence of
Prof Fahmida Khatoon, a noted
vocalist of Tagore song., the
function was preceded by a
lively discussion on the life and
works of the poet and it was
participated by Abdur Raz-
zaque, Associale Professor and
head of thc decpartment of
Bengali of BAU as the keynote
speaker.

Dwelling on the working
mission ol thc poet, Mr. Raz-
zaque stated Lhat the poet had
an implicit confidence and
faith on the inner qualities and
strengths of each of the indi-
viduals and had directed all his
wills and energies toward the
awakening of human possibili-
ties through education and cul-
ture of reasonings.

The speaker urged upon all

.concerned to have acquisition

of the inner message of the
poet laureate, who, through his
innumerable activities and lit-
erary endeavours, had voiced
for the recognition of ax-
iomatic value of the individu-
als, and had, thus. steered the
process of human liberation.
The discussion was followed
by a colourful prescntation of
Tagore songs. participated by
Prof, Fahmida Khatoon. Esha,
Muna. Kankon. Sheiu, Mallika,
Laboni, Juhi,
Tuli, Shirly. Mitil and Shanta.

Role of NGO's in
relief operation
lauded

RANGPUR, May 14 : Ship-
Minister M.K. Anwar yes-
y lauded the role of non-

nvcrnmentll organisations
s) for their relief efforts

and urged them to extend
their he hand to mitigate
the s of the distressed
humanity of the coastal belt

ravaged by the cyclonic storm.
The Minister was exchang-

ing views with the ta-
tives of local and NGOs
at the Circuit louse here yes-
terday.

Dwelling upon the country-

wide NGO network. Mr. Anwar
said, "the NGOs along with the
government should work in
the nook and corner of the
country, even in the inaccessi-
ble regions.”

Earlier, the Shipping Minis-
ter addressed a rcvicw mect-
ing on overall devclopment
and law and order of the dis-
trict at the conference room of
Deputy Commissioner's office.

The Minister was informed
that Rangpur district had a
foodgrains surplus of 182,167

metric tons annually.
He stressed the need for
continuation of the present

trend of food production at any

cost

Swagata, Noel,

Notes from

Madaripur
From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, May 14 :

Frequent power [ailure and
fluctuation of voltage in Mad-
aripur town and its adjoining
arecas have been causing fi-
nancial loss to the business-
men and inconvenience to the
town dwellers.

The r disruption has
suspen operation of deep
and shallowtubewells, power
pumps and husking mills. As a
result production in agricul-
tural and cottage industries are

being hampered in the dis-
trict.

Night post office

Trade and commercial ac-
tivities are being hampered
greatly in the district due to
absence of a night post office
in the town.

With the upgradation of
Madaripur subdivision to a
district, the volumes of postal
activities have increased to a
great extent. But due to short-
age of post office most works

are to be performed till late
hours. '
May Day
observed

May Day was observed in
Madaripur town with due
solemnity. In this regard dif-
ferent socio-political organisa-
tions out separate day-
long programmes like semi-
nar, at A.R Hewlader

Jute Mills ground.
Jatiya Shangbadik Sangstha

ganised a discussion

Relief operation

geared up

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, May 14 : Vari-
ous political partics. govern-
ment, non-governmcnt and
social welfare organisations
and student bodies have
geared up reliel activities in
cyclone-hit areas throughoul
the district.

Representatives of these
organisations are making
house to house approach for
collecting cash, foodstulls,
clothings, and empty waler
Cans.

Mr. Abdul Kashem. Deputy
Commissioner, Chandpur do-
nated a cash of Taka 50,000 to
the Chandpur Rotary Club for

Acute crisis (deiﬂllrljn[lcnurngg:1v‘zzijb£§1rlJnlll\l' dists

awarded the aforesaid impris-
onment.

1500 families homeless

UNB adds: Al least 1500
families were rendered homc-
less after the ng river
Jamuna eroded eight vil

of Bera upazila during the last

week.

~About 1000 dwelling houses
and |8 educational institutions
have been lost into the
river over the period. Standi
crops on vast acres of la
were also devoured.

Upazila chairman Rowshan
Ali told UNB that about 500
people took shelter in differ-
ent local schools while 1000
others were living beneath the

open :
Be:E-. the 41-mile long

flood contrel embankment is
threatened.
The worst-affected villages
in the upastla are: Madhupur,
Singhasan.

Nakala. Varenga,
Raghunathpur, Dalarchar,
Kazirhat and Natibpur.

distribution the victims.
Chandpur Police has sent a
team to Chittagong with huge
quantities of reliefl goods,
Chandpur Rotary Club mem-
bers led by Mr. M.A. Masood
[Thutyan have left for Chandpur
with 20 welunteers and do-

nated relief worth about
Taka two lakh to the affected
Arvas.

Besides, C Central
Rotary Chub, Chandpur Red

Crescent Society, Ankur Kachi
Kanchar Mela, Gow-
ernment College Students’
Union, Attanebadita, Mohila
Parishad, Lions Club, Chandpur
Government College Teachers,
lJangladesh Students Union,
I3ar Assoctation and other or-

ganisation have sent
relicl goods for the ted
people.
Chuadanga
Our Chuadanga Correspon-
dent adds: quantities of

Old man run
over by train
From Our Correspondent

May 14 : A 556-yearold man
Nabi Hossain of village
la in Sadar

upazila was
kil ﬂnn&wﬂymnm'llh

bound 45-up passenger train
ran over him near the starter

signal of the Kishoregan|
Ratiway Station on Sunday.

The accident occurred
while the victim was crossing
the rall line. An UD case was
lodged with Bhairab ratlway
police in this connection.



