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'It is wonderful to be your own master.’

Momen All looks ltke some carefree icenager.
ile is in fact a 21- year-old owner ol a small
pavement meal shop at Kamalapur near the Cus-
tom Office. He began this project a year ago.
with Tk. 10,000 that he saved from his job as a

in the ecity for over ten years.

He is cheerful and confident about his work
and tells you proudly how he employs three
other workers and carries on swift business, I
pay Tk. 20 a day to the boys who serve, and Tk.
30 a day to the assistant cook. | give them their
mcals as well and they are apparently con-
tented.”

The menu includes two small pieces of beef
for Tk, 10, a piece of chicken for Tk. 12 and fish
ranging from Tk. 5 to Tk. 8, depending on
whether it is ‘hilsa’ or 'muf’. The vegetable plates
arc for Tk.3. “In this way | get a clear income of
k. 3,500 a month, without having studicd at
any school of any sort in my life or without hav-
ing inherited a pie from my family. | don't owe
any bank anything either.” he informs me.

The tiny cafe caters to the needs of the po-
lice and the workers of the custom office. apart
from the occasional passers by. "l serve 300
people daily and | enjoy every bit of this en-
treprencurial work. | am my own master, | do
the from Thatary Bazar and do most of
the coo too.” Momen relates.

Evidently Momen's cooking is not that of the
standard of chefs in the leading hotels in the
city with their "murgh musallam” and "kabab
paratha”, but he does a good job of putting into
use what he has picked up from the kitchens in
the houses where he has worked.

His job, however, is no bed of roses. He has to
toil from day break to dust."It is difficult to con-
trol the workers who steal both money and food.

'Claims of CEPZ
units to be settled’

and Phoenix Insurance, A
The representatives ol the
five tidal-bore damaged CEPZ

Sadharan Bima Corporation
has informed the cyclone
affected industries of the
industries

v M1

Then there are the ‘'mastans’ who come and eat
and refuse to pay. The police too want their cut
and have to be paid Tk. 300 per month. There is
the rent of the shop to be considered and it is
Tk. 600 per month. Yet it is wonderful o be
your own master.” he says.

Momen comes from a poor family in Chand-
pur and has five younger brothers and sisters to
consider. His parcnts had their land got washed
away by the Emd repealedly. As a teenager he
got weary of being hired out for rice threshing,
mud tilling and rowing boats. "There was never
any money in my pocket. So | decided to try my
luck in Dhaka.”

"At first | worked as a butcher’'s boy. and then
as a houseboy for years earmning Tk. 250 to Tk.
400 as the days went by. Once again there was
no uvlnﬁ to talk about, although | was given food
and clothes wherever | worked and a bed to
sleep in. Today | can send home a remittance of
Tk. 2.500 a month, using the expertise | learnt

as a houseboy.”

A month ago. Momen took upon himself an-
other job — that of a gate-keeper in the evening
at a guest house for foreigners in Dhanmondi.
Here he gets Tk. 1000 plus tips.

Contented as he is with his lot. he comments:
get a chance to go to the Middle East I'll
pack my bags and roll up the cafe at Kamalapur.

| am not afraid of a possible breakup of another
war in the Middle East in the necar luture. Wars

don’t repeat themselves so [requently.”
Discussing the recent cyclone he remarks:

“There is a tremendous task ahcad. The people

who have lost everything have to be given food,

" clothes, shelter and means of carrying on life
ahead.

Health check-up
of scientists
stressed

condolcnee meeting at
the death of Dr. Shams Uddin
Ahmed, a senior physician of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy

Chittagong Export Processing
Zone [CEPZ) that their claims
have been recognised in
principle and those would be
settled as expeditiously as
possible, reports UNB.

This was disclosed at a
meeting held at the instance of
the Bangladesh Export
Processing Zones Authority
(BEPZA) at the Sadharan Bima
Corporation office in the
capital Tuesday. The Managing
Director of the Sadharan Bima
Corporation chaired the
meeting.

The meeting was attended
by the Managing Director of
three other Insurancc
companics Reliance

Insurance, Delta Life Insurance

Regency
Garments, Univogue Garments,
Siams Superfor, Olympic MI
(BD) and Institutional Textile
Mills were also present at the
meeting.

Bangladesh Export
Processing Zones Authority
requested the Sadharan Bima
Corporation and other private
Insurance companies on behalfl

of the affected industrics to
settle their claims as ecarly as

possible.

Sadharan Bima Corporation
has also been urged to made
on account payment. if
possible, to the tune of 50 per
cent of the damage as usual in
international practice.
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Commission. was held at the
auditorium of the Atomic En-
ergy Research Establishment,
Savar. Dr Shams Uddin Ahmed
died 'on Sunday last at the
Suhrawardi Hospital, Dhaka at
9-10 p.m, says a prcss release.

Presided over by Dr M Sera-
jul Islam. Director General, the
meeting was attended among
others by Dr M A Wazed Miah,
President of the Bangladesh

‘Alomic Energy Scientists’ As-

sociafion (BAESA). Sp:ak;:g
on the occasion Dr Wazed
others demanded a periodical
six-monthly health check up of
all the scientists and others
working in hazardous condi-
tion all over Bangladcsh.

Others who spoke on the
occasion were BAESA General
Sceretary Dr Habibul Ahsan;
racdiation chemistry scientist
Dr M Alamgir. radiation scien-
tist Dr Abdul Jalil ; food and
environment scientist Dr
Magbul Hossain; head of ad-
ministration Anwarul Hoque;
Union Savar Unit President
Kazi Ismail Hossain; Technical
Association General Secretary
Mahfuzul Rahman; Diploma As-
spciation member Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury.

Self-immolation

By Staff Correspondent
A tee rl committed
iuleﬂen:f yshahi eity

. sources said.
Mina (19). daughter of a
jamader of arca of
her body and set hersell on
fire at around 9:30 am,
to sources.
None of her family members
was present during the
incident. her neighbours said.

Neighbours said that her
father married twice and the
victim belongs to the second
wife who was divorced earlier.

Police took her body to
Rajshaht Medical College
Hospital for autopsy.

Scimitar to

engaged by the previous gov-
ernment for drilling ofl at
Sylhet is likely to some
public statements very soon.

During the previous regime
the Scimitar Ofl Company did
not make any statement refut-
1nt.:cl'l¢gnunnn made by the
Pu Enquiry Committee as it
had been restrained from do-
ing so by the BOGMC and the
Ministry of Energy. Scimitar
Oil Company sources said that
it did not give any reply to the
queries made by the Public
Enquiry Commission because
the then government itsell
gave it protection for national
interests.

Plan to exempt
taxes on

cargoes hailed

CHITTAGONG, May 14:
Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
(CCC&Il) hailed yesterday the
government decision to ex-
empt taxes on cargoes dam-
aged at Chittagong port by the
April 29 cyclonic storm.

The CCC&l earlier called
upon the National Board of
Revenue and the. Finance
Minister to eéxempt taxes on
the cargoes affected in the cy-
clone and tidal surge, a cham-
ber press release said.

The Chamber also called for
shifting Revenue Board office

‘eorruption in
educational

administration

The government has consti-
tuted a committee to inquire
into different allegations of
corruption in educational ad-
ministration with State Minis-

ter for Education Principal Md |

Eunus Khan as its chairman, an
official hand-out said, reports

The other members of the
committee are, Mr . Tofael
Ahmed MP, Mr Abdul Malek
MP; Mr Abdus Sobhan MP,
Barrister Ziaur Rahman Khan
MP, and Secretary, Ministry of
Education.

Joint-Secretary
(Administration), of the Min-
istry of Education will work as
Member-Secretary of the
committee.

RedBeRaal
PROGRAMME
ROCA

The national conference
and elections of Rangpur Old
Cadets' Association (ROCA) will
be held today at 4 pm at the
TSC of Dhaka University.

Rotary Club meet

By Staff Correspondent

The regular weekly meeting
of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
North-West will be held today
(Wednesday) at 5.30 pm at
Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka.

By Staff Correspondent
Rain or thundershower with temril::z uﬁ?t{'ﬁﬁiﬂtﬂd likely to

occur at many places over Rajsh
Khulna divisions. Day temperature likely to re

unchanged over the country.

Nor'wester warning : Temporary nor'wester with
r hour may occur at a few places over

70 to 90 kilometer pe

Rajshahi and Dhaka divisions and the regio

ng and

n nearly
speed of

ns of Jessore,

Khustia, Barisal, Noakhali, Comilla-and Sylhet.

Rain or thundershower occurred at many
country Tuesday. Amount of rainfall repo

laces over the
are Dhaka : 4

em, Srimongol : 2 em, Chandpur, Mymensingh, Dinajpur and

Rajshahi :

1 em each. Day temperature remai

nearly

unchanged. The maximum temperature of 38.4 degree
Celsius was reported from Jessore.
Outlook for subsequent two days : little change.

Extended outlook for another five days :

rainfall may

The temperature and humidity of some cities recorded

increase.
Tuesday :
City

Max
Dhaka 30.9
Rangpur 30.4
%lhel 27.5
ulna 35.5
Jessore 38.4
Rajshahi 34.4
Dinajpur 30.8

Temperature in Celsius

Humidllg
pm

Min 9 am
20.4 B5 79
- - 91 71
= T %
23.4 79 80
24.3 - .
22.5 g 72
22.5 T7 -

Metropolitan

may divert

rious financial constraints, re-
ports UNB.
H placed sources said
most external ald was
now coming in urgent relief of
cyclone victims, while gov-
ernment appeal for funds for
reconstruction of important
infrastructure had not yet got
any concrete se.
Funding agencies including
World Bank has reportedly ac-
cepted the government pro-
posal for development fund di-
version in view of h money
needed immediately for repair

and reconstruction of some
strategic installations and in-
frastructure.

Ways of diverting the funds
from development projects are

e
e

to rehabilitation

being discussed with World the cyclone

Bank.

Official sources said a 28
million US dollar IDA eredit
approved for export develop-
ment but remained unutilised
rehabilitation of Chittagong
Port, battered by the April 29
catastrophic storm in country's
coastiine.

it was learnt that Japan was
appealed on Monday for funds
for reconstruction of
Chittagong Port, but the re-
sponse was negative.

Aid pledges. both in cash
and kind. amounted to 245.33
milhlon US dollars as of

Tuesday cash component being
only 26 milllon dollars.

Moreover, most of the total
cash reliel, about 22 millon
dollars. would be channeled to

distribution of their relief
Non-

through the
Governmental Organisations.

Cash assistance direct to

t is negligible,
sources saikd, while t has to

bear a huge cost of helicopter

el |

Fuel cosat and maintenance
of foreign reliel helicopters
tremendous
strain on the national exche-

the

transportation and

crew. foreign
dignitaries.

have posed a

quer, said a rellable source
"Flying a helicopter costs

much more than the value of |

the reliel material it carmnes -

“The govermment (s no
more interested in reliefl heli-
copters.” said an offictal on re-
quest he not be named

M. Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance and Planning, meeting a delegation of

Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka in his Chamber on May 14 to
discuss the post-cyclone rehabilitation measures and budget proposals.

'Dainik San gram

sued

The Registrar of Islamic
University Kushtia has lodged a
case inst Dainik Sangram
with .ﬁ Bangladesh Press
Council, reports UNB.

Mohammad Araz Ali alleged
that the daily had published
some fabricated, baseless, ob-
jectionable and malafide re-

Eta in six issues of the paper

t |
'I;:c jssues were : October
26, 27 and 29 and November
3.4 and 5 headlined "Islamic
University : Spot rgport —
1,2,3.4 and 6".
By publishing these reports
the datly intentionally tried to
the University and its
authorities, said a press re-

lease on Tuesday.
Poetry festival
tomorrow

An international
festival dedicated to the
cyclone-affected people‘will be
held at Shilpakala Academy
auditorium in Dhaka at 7 pm
Thursday, reports UNB.

The festival entitled "Nature
: The poet’s vision" will include

oems, read in varifous
rnrMa by an international
group of poets along with
Bangla translation.

The programme is jointly
sponsored by the American
Centre, the Alliance Francaise,
British Council and Geothe
Institute.

Rehabilitation
plan for Anwara
victims sought

Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury,
a Parliament Mcmber. Tucsday
urged the government to lake
up an well coordinated plan on
an urgent basis for the
rehabilitation of the survivors
of Anwara upazila on the shore
of the Bay of Bengal, badly hit
by the recent cyclone and tidal
surge.

Addressing a press
conference in Dhaka Tuesday
Chowdhury placed before the
government a 16-point
demand including emergency
supply of medicines and
despatch of medical teams
attend to hundreds of
diarrhoea patients, making the
upazila free from pollution and
wreckage. construction of
roads and educational
institutions and sanctioning
agriculture loans to the people
in the upazila.

Office-bearers
By Staff Correspondent

Mr. Azizul Hug and A. T. M.
Shamiul Amin have been
elected President and Secre-
tary General respectively ol
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission Employees Union
for the year 1991. The election
was held recently.

Obituary

Abdur Rashid Patwari.
father of M Tajul Islam, Manag-
ing Director of Popular Adver-
tising Limited. died on May 7
at his village home at East
Bashikpur under Parshuram
upazila of Feni district, says a
press release.

poetry

|'

Stale Minister for
Information Mohammad Nurul
Huda told the Jatiya Sangsad
Tuesday that a committee
would be set up soon to ree-
ommend what steps could be
taken about Bangladesh
Television and Radio
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

Replying to a question from
A K M Jahangir Hossain (Al-
Patuakhali) on whether the
government has ‘any plan to
convert Bangladesh Television
and Radio Bangladesh into
Corporation, the State
Minister said necessary action

Body to examine TV, -
radio as Corporation

would be taken in this regard
on the basis of the recommen-
dations of the committee.

Answering to a question
from Maksud [bne Aziz Lama

(JP-Sythet) he informed the
House that there were 10 tele-

vision sub-stations in the coun-

try.

Nurul Huda said there was
no plan to set up televisiorn

sub-stations in all the dis
headquarters. He further said
that all the upazilas of the
country were not brought un-
:I::r television network.

Tk 99 crore needed to put
railway on its track

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) will extend all possible
assistance for rehabilitation of
communication network, dam-
aged during the recent cyclone
and tidal surge, reports BSS.

This was. stated by the visit-
ing ADB Vice-President
William R Thomson, when he
called on Communications

Minister Oli Ahmed at
Chittagong Circuit House in
Dhaka Tuecsday.

Recalling the assistance by
concerned ADB agencies in
different development
projects, the ADB Vice
President said, ADB was keen
to see Bangladesh develop,
over coming the present
crisis, created by the cyclone.

Apprising the ADB Vice-

President of the damage to the

communication sectors, the
Communications Minister said
the loss in the railway sector
was 99 crore alone, he said. to
rehabilitate this sector, (it
would need Taka 16 crore to
implement a short term pro-

ject, and Taka 83 crore would.

be needed to implement a long
term scheme.

Thomson assured the min-
ister that ADB would consider
to provide funds to the railway
projects on an emergency ba-
sis.

Later, the ADB Vice-
President visited Pahartali
Railway workshop, stores de-
pot, office of the chief of
Railway South Zone, Patenga

Embankment, Export
Processing Zone - and
Chittagong Port.
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' Development fund may be |

Hasina's role in

anti-autocracy
stir acclaimed
The
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Bangladesh
the hope that her contribution

to the anti-autocracy move-
ment would bear fruit
The Leader of the

the cstablishment of a demo-
cratic society [ree from ex-
ploftation

CU classes
resume: police
deployed

CHITTAGONG. May 14 :
Classes and the halls of the
Chittagong University re-
nmﬂ today after remaining
c for over four months
and a hall. reporis BSS,

The university re-
sounded with the presemce of
a large number of students.
About 40 per cent of the stu-
dents arc cstimated w have
arrived on the campus

Resident students are
coming back to their respec-
tive halls

A tolal of 150 police was
deployed on the campus 1o en-
sure sccurity of students.

The situation on the cam-
pus was calm today, Viece-
Chanccellor Alamgir
Mohammad Sirajuddin went
round all aculties, and CUCSU
building and talked 10 the stu-
dents. A section of students
however, raised t
Lthe Vluvthlnccm
was passing by the Central
Caleteria

Conservation of
energy discussed

A day-long workshop on
"Energy and Minerals" was
held at the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
(BARC) in Dhaka.Tuesday, re-
ports UNB.

Conservation of and
s proper uses. gn:wmﬂnm
cutting of trees. use of Im-
proved oven, system loss of
clectricity nnd’i{nydm-ehctﬂc-
ity came up for discussion In
the workshop.

Jointly sponsored by the
government and National
Conservation Strategy IHC?;
the workshop was chnrf
Dr Shamsuzzaman Talu :
Division Chiel (Agriculture) of
the Planning Commission.

Encrgy ex Prof Nurul
Islam of Bangladesh University
of Engineering and Technology
(BUET) prescnted the keynote
papcr.

Scnior Resident Adviser of
International Union for
Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN)
Harvon-or Rashid. Dr Abdullah
Al Muti Sharfuddin. National
Consultant of NCS Abdul Malek
Chowdhury. former State
Minister Dr Ilgbal Mahmud,
Profl Mo Ibrahtm, Prof
Ain-un Nishat and Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Forest
and Environment Risalat
Ahmed also spoke.



