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NEWS BRIEFS

from Saudi
due today

Members of the Bangladesh
Military contingent started
returning home from Saudi
Arabia the first batch of offi-
cers and troops numbering
about 400 arrives in Dhaka
early hours today (Tuesday),
reports BSS.

chemical weapons

WASHINGTON, May 13:
President George Bush on
Monday announced a ban on
the use of American chemical
weapons for ‘any reason and
ordered the destruction of
those now in the US
arsenal. Bush issued a state-
ment he was faking the
action to "Demonstrate the
United State's commitment to
banning chemical weapons”,
reports Reuter.

provinces
Typhoon walter moved closer
to the northern Philippines.
The hoon, packing maxi-
mum 220 kilometer (136.4
mile) per hour winds was
moving northwest at 19 kilo-
meters (12 miles) an hour.
Weathermen forecast it would
strike the country tomorrow,

reports AFP.

PABX or
Union Tel: 231947, 244297. For

excellence in journalism please
- read The Daily. Star regularly.
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Severe storm hits Manikganj, Pabna : Many feared killed

Star Report
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KUTUBDIA: Cyclone survivors thus wait for relief goods

Survivors

sank during a

The
identifled as Mofiz (50). a

three dead were

housewife aged about 25 and

her minor son of village
Jhariarbagh in Shibalaya

Some 100 were in-
yured and 3.000 houses

in the storm which

with a welocity of more than

100 kilometre per hour raged

through all seven upazilas. Bi-
WTA sources said.

Markman han (50)

was feared drowned alter BI-

WTA markboalt sank in the
river. Hashem (20}, Anar (35)
and Kalam (10)] were also

missing after two dinghy boats
capsized.

Two ' others were missing
after a small vessel, "Mohna".

sank in the Jarmuna
An ofl tanker. MV Tapash.
bound for Ghat in

Pabna from Narayangan sank
near

An empty pﬂlﬁ. nger launch

Salimabad . anchored at Aricha

ferry ghat also capstzed during

the storm which lasted about
45 minutes.
BIWTA cargo

and the houseboat

of dredger-137 alsoe went

down the river. officials at
Aricha sald. Vessel Sayeda and
pontoon of ferry number 3

were

Floating BIWTA workshop
and four other ferry boats were

Bodies yet being washed ashore in Banshkhali

vessel
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Mohsin

attle for succo

Star Report
Floating carcasses are being

thedupgl}:_-buﬂl

coastline upa-
zila in Chittagong district

Till Sunday nearly 100 bod-
ies were found on the coastline
and burted

Eyewitnesses said that the
survivors in the u la were
fighting a grim battle for life as
flood and shelter were not
available

The survivors in Baharch-
hara, Raichhata. Khankhan-
abad, Batlgaon and Premashia
complained that they did not

Our Staffer AKM Mohsin
who visited Kutubdia, Ban-
shkhali and Anwara u
reported that massive relief
operations are comtinuing in
the batiered zones.

In Kutubdia, relief opera-

10 unions having 1.46.500
people. .

Deaths of 10,100
were confirmed while 1,100
others remained missing.
stitutions were desti
completely while 250 others
were partially damaged.

Nearly 80 miles of roads
and embankments were dam-
aged and 10 miles of coastal
embankments washed away.
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Post-cyclone exigencies may cost | e cpors of cholen | Debate on form of
Tk 200 cr more for current budget

Relief and other o
lnmtthtrt-qr ne exi-

ncies are likely to cost at

t Taka 200 crore more for

| the revenue or current budget

of the government in fiscal
1990-91, Ministry of Finance
sources said.

,With only one and a half
months now left for the cur-
rent fiscal year to expire, Min-
istry of Finance is making a
fresh stock-taking about the
revenue or day-to-day expendi-
tures of the government,

The latest estimates by the

about revenue expen-
ditures in 1990-9] are a total
of Taka 7,400 crore. Before
the cyclone and tidal surge of

Star Economic Report

April 29, the ministry pro- - Paris will take

such itures at
Taka 7,200 crore, about Taka
100 crore lower than the orig-
inal budgetary estimate for
1990-91.

The worst natural disaster
in ‘the coastal belt and off-
shore islands has now strained
the budgetary resources.

preparatory work for
the national budget for forth-

coming fiscal 1991-92 s now

proceeding fast. The new bud-
t 18 expected to be placed
fore the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament) by the middle of
next month.
Meanwhile., the annual
meeting of the Aid Club in

lace. The
meeting is sched for May
29 and* 30. There are no
chances for post nt of

the meeting particularly after
the cyclone and tidal surge, of-
ficial sources said.

The World Bank(WB) as the
coordinator of the Aid Club has
already finalised its Country
Economic Memorandum(CEM)
and forwarded the same to the
government. A WB team will
visit Dhaka before the Aid Club
meet in Paris.

While reviewing the bud-
getary/ performance in 1990-
91, the official sources said the
current or revenue expendi-

See Page 10 Col. 3

Marxist leading Bhattarai in Kathmandu

KATHMANDU, May 13 : A
centrist party that took on a
long-ruling monarchy in a
struggle for democracy in this
remote Himalayan kingdom
won an early lead Mo in
the first free elections held in
three decades, officials said,
reports AP.

But the Nepali Congress
Party suffered sgme unex-
pected reverses to a Commu-
nist allance in Sunday's na-
tionwide voting.

Prime Minister Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai trailed behind
a Marxist leader in counting

scat from

for a tary
Kathmandu, the Election
Commission announced.

Bhattaral's centrist party

won four places in the 205-
member House of Represen-
tatives out of six results an-
nounced. It lost two seats to
Communist candidates, Elec-
tion Commission Secretary A N
Raj Bhandari said.

Count for remaining
scats will after all ballots
are co in district cen-
tres. Some poll stations are in
remote mountainous areas and
final results may be invailable

Earlier report adds :The
Nepali Congress Party, which
was the pre-poll favorite for
Sunday's historic elections,

lost one of the five seats to a

Communist alliance and tradled
behind in counting for 18

Flood situation in Sylhet, Moulvibazar deteriorates

The flood situation in Sylhet
and Moulvibazar districts fur-
ther deterforated, while the si-
tuation is Sunamganj, Habiganj
and Netrokona remained un-
changed, Monday official
sources said.

Seventeen people have died
so far in Sylhet and three in
Moulvibazar raising the toll to
20

flowing 22 cm above the dan-
ger mark which disrupted
communication with Balaganj

‘River Surma at Sylhet was

" stituency,

other races, the Election
Commission said.

It led the count in only six
districts, said Election Com-
mission Secretary A N Raj

Bhandari.
Firebrand Marxist leader

Madan Bhandari led the prime

minister by 3,000 votes in |

their key Kathmandu con-
the Commission
said. Jog Meher Shrestha, a
minister and a pro-monarchy
candidate, was a close third.

Counting began for 29 of
the country's 205 parliamen-
tary constituencies on Monday.
Repolls have been ordered in
37 centers spread out
in 25 eonstituencies because of
vote fraud and violence.

No diarrhoea
epidemic : WHO

By Staff Correspondent

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) representative in
Bangladesh, Dr A N A
Abeyasundare told a press
bricfing at the Secretariat on
Monday that there was no re-
port of cholera from any of the
cyclone hit areas,

He also said that there was
no report of diarrhoea in an
epidemic form.

Briefing the pressmen on
the report of a 5-member WHO
team working in the coastal
arcas, Dr. Abeyasundare said
diarrhoea cases prevailed in
some arcas of Chittagong. but
these were normal.

People were collecting oral

See Page 10 Col. 3

gqvt continues

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad (Parlia-
ment) on Monday

aliances.
The Treasury Bench
members resuming their

discussion said, BNP which is

committed to the presidential
form of government came to
power with the mandate ol the
people., who at the same tme
League's
manifesto which pleaded for,-

rejected Awamf

parlamentary democracy.
On the pther hand,

ecological balance: Majid

Minister for Irrigation,
Water Development and Flood
Control Majid-ul Haq on
Monday said the overall
ecological balance in the
country's northerri and south-
western regions was seriously
affected due to construction of
the Farakka Barrage in India,
reports BSS,

He saild water scarcity
the regions had seriously al-
fected irrigation, navigation,
afforestation, industries,
human  habitation and
pisciculture due to withdrawal
of water from the Ganges
through the Farakka Barrage.

As a result, saline water

in .

entered the region at an
increased rate, the Minister
said in Parliament replying to a
question from Nurul Islam
Moni (Ind-Barguna).

The Minister said the only
way to avert this adverse situa-
tion was to get the just share
of the Ganges water for
Bangladesh during the dry sea-
SOfn.

Talking about the steps
taken so far in this respect,
the Irrigation Minister said the
then government of
Bangladesh had raised the is-

suc to the United Nations fol-
lowing the adverse situation in

See Page 10 Col. 6

the last upazila of the district
to be affected.
The Surma swelled due to

Earlier, six of the. 11 upazi-
las were cut off from district
headquarter. The upazilas are
Zakigan), Kanaighat, Biani-
bazar, Goainghat, Companygan|
and Fenchuganj.

Telecommunication with all

upazilas, except , also
remained cut off, the district

By Stafl Correspondent

flood control room told The
Daily Star over telephone.

Outbreak of diarrhoea was
reported from Goainghat
upazila

Over 1000 families took
shelter in nearly 100 make-
shift camps. Over 400,000
people are marooned.

The river Manu at Moul-
vibazar was flowing 88 cm
above the danger level. Rain
and onrush of water from hilly
Indian districts continued,
breaching the embankment 42

places.

"Repair of the embankment
is impossible now.,” a district
official said.

The Dhalai and the Juri.
flowing through the district,
were also flowing above the
red mark.

Crops of 34174 acres of
land were under water and
4484 houses totally and
10,530 damaged. Five
lakh people over affected.

s Relief operation was on iIn

the affected arcas.offictals said.

HMlﬂPLﬂni‘Lﬂmm

bordering Sylhet have been
submerged by flood water, a
district official said.

The Surma at Sunamgan|
was flowing 8 em above the

danger but overall flood
situation in the district re-
mained unchanged.

Flood water was yet to re- L
cede from b-~g:|‘mnf
the district, ugh the
Khowai at Habigan| recorded a

sharp lall

continued
discussion on the inaugural ad-
dress of the Acting President,
in which he referred to the
Joint Declaration of the three

the
{ members of the Opposition said |

the ple's desire was to
establish parliamentary
democracy. The Joint

Dgclarluﬂn was formulated-

in mind the establish-

ment of parllamentary
democracy.

State Minister for Finance

Mujibur Rahman- said, BNP

inherited the presidential

. system from Awami League. In

Farakka seriously affects |

——

1981. Awami- League also

participated in the presidential

election, in which Justice
See Page 10 Col. |
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Jobs to be created

See Page 10 Col. 8
WFP finalises
food assistance

has
Covernme-nit
of inter
food assis-
2.326,000 persons
months in the af
the cyclone. a

s¢ sajd Mon
day. reports BSS.

US official
armives May 20
to discuss
rehabilitation

A senfor American official
arrives in Dhaka shortly to wlk
authoritics about
aftermath and rclief
and rehabilitation programme
John 8. Well, Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretany for
Interpational Organisations at
the US State Department. will
arrive in Dhaka on May 20 on a

two-day offictal visit Forcign
Secretary Abul Ahsan told UND

g

| on Monday.

Population will
rise to over
23 cr in 2025

By Staff Correspondent

Population in Bangladesh
will rise 10 23.50 crore in the
year 2025, according o this
lation
report by the UNFPA.

The report revealed
Monday in Dhaka says, the
world tion in the same
year increase to B850.4

crore and in the year 2060 #t
will reach 1000 crore.

The assumption was made
considering that the women
worldwide would have, on an
average, about two children
each b the ' year
2035 to the report
The report uumtego!hc
average wth rate in

Bangladesh at 2.7 per cent

people in 1990 was 41 while
the death rlt:n‘pcr 100 was
only 14. The infant mortality
per 1000 in the year was |08,

per woman was §. )
1990, report said.

5. 4%, 1% (5) s829- y0/6




