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H Commissioner in New

that India could provide

as ma helicopters as
required.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia saw Indian Prime
Minister off at the %

Chandra Shekhar's visit
lasted for three hours. during
which he called on Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin

Prime Minister's
Reliel Fund.
"Everybody should help
overcome this sit-
uation”, he said.

in all possible ways.
told a guestioner his
country could help h

country would like to know
from Bangladesh its require-
ments.
Later,
Zia told newsmen she
h asked for rice and
medicine at the moment and
India could assist in many ways

as it s a neighbouring country.
Chandra Shekhar ﬂcwu?n

Savar in Bangladesh Air Force

ter to pay respects to
martyrs of the Liberation War
at the National Memorial for
martyrs. He placed wreaths at
the memorial and stood in
solemn silence in reverence to
the memory of heroes of

Bangladesh's Liberation War.
Calls on Shahabuddin

Prime Minister Shekhar
called on Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed at
the President's Secretariat.

Shekhar said he had come
to Bangladesh to "find out what
we can do” for the people
caught in a grave situation,

He said the pictures on the

Prime Minister

Iﬂdhﬂltnhltlwﬂ.ng-hdelh

television showed the situation
here was "devastating.”

Shekhar said Bangladesh
had been much because
of recurrence of natural disas-
ter every year.

He conveyed to Acting
President a message of Indian
President R. Venkataraman
expressing sympathy and soli-
dlt:g with the cyclone af-
fected people

The Acting President ex-
F:::.d his gratitude to Indian
ident and thanked gov
ernment and people of India
for the gesture of goodwill to-
wards the people of
Bangladesh. He said the new

government formed after a his-
toric, free election in the
country had to face the sudden
calamity.

Justice Shahabuddin said
support and sympathy ex-
ten by [riendly countries
provided Bangladesh with the
strength to face the aftermath
of recent natural disaster.

Khaleda Zia

Indian Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar. called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her residence Sunday
morn

Begum Khaleda Zia apprised |
her Indian counterpart of the
extent of damage caused by the
recent cyclone. She also in-
formed the Indian Prime
Minister of the floods that have
engulfed Moulvibazar and

She expressed her thanks
and gratitude to Indian Prime
Minister. the government and
people for extending their
support in mee the crisis.

Chandra Shekhar assured
her of further help in tackling
the situation in sh. He
requested Begum Zia to inform
the Indian government of the
requirement.

The Indian Prime Minister
told Begum Khaleda Zia his
government would set up

esh Prime Minister's
Relief Fund in India.

Indian Prime Minister ac-
companied by his Bangladesh
counte Begum Khaleda
Zia, attended the briefing ses-
sion at the Reliel Cell at the
President's Sécretariat.
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Diarchy
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operalions.
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dka. Uﬂmal: embankment
is rcpaired. the next aush crop
is doomed.”

was hardly a family which did
not lose its members. People
there were going unfed, re-
ma ss and be-
coming sick. Army and Navy
reached there but could not:
start relief work before May 6, |
she said. -

Sheikh Hasina said the pre-
sent parliament was meant for
institutionalising - democracy,

but the ruling party was taking
no initiative in this direction.

There was a diarchy in the

administration. The Prime

Minister got prominence in

the media and headed relfef
committee. but referred to the
presidential form of govern-

ment to shrug off responsibili-

ties. Three political alliances”
had called for restoration of a
parliamentary form of govern-

ment, she said.

She called for repair of all
coastal embankments, food
godowns. tubewells recon-
struction of schools. colleges
and I?o.rdmﬁ and start of
Food Wo Programme in-
the cyclone aflected areas.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia receiving her Indian counterpart Chandra Shekhar at

—————— S

Zia International Airport en Sunday.

— PID photo

“MCCI su-ggests I

drastic cut in

govt expenditure
By Staff Correspondent

The government should
curtaifl drastically its current
expenditures to avoid a major
budgetary deficit, the Metro-

Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (MCCI) suggested

The Chamber pleaded
strongly for a zero rate
in the wages bill govern-

ment and .other public sector
employees. Otherwise. there
will be severe tary imbal-
ances, il cautioned.

The MCCI observed that
current expenditures of the
government would go up sub-
stantially in 1990-8]1 because
of a number of unforeseen de-
velopments including costs of
repatriation and rehabilitation
of the returnees from the Gulf
and ten per cent dearness al-
lowance given to the govern-
ment employees with effect
from December last year. Re-
liel and rehabilitation in the

aftermath of recent devastating
cyclone will

now severcly
strain the budgetary resources.

Anwar
From Page | Col. 4
1963 was not applicable to
him [(Anwar).

The Speaker said the ques-
tion is whether the arrest of
Anwar Hossain Manju. (JP-
Pirojpur] at the reception
counicr of Parliament, was
lawful and legal in view of Rule
174 of the Rule of Procedure
of Parllament which provides
that without the permission of
the Speaker nobody could be
arrested within the precincts
of Parliament.

In view of the definition
given about the precincts of
the House under Rule 2 (T), it
was held by the Speaker that
Anwar Hossain Manju was not
arrested within the precincts
of Parliament and as such the
Speaker's permission for the
arrest was not required or

it said .
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Editor : §. M. Ali
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nadocs that followed the
storm. The United States has
alrcady provided more than
7.2 million dollars in cash,
food and medicine to the in-
ternational relief effort. and
sent 15 Army engineers to re-
pair vital port facilities iIn
Bangladesh, the news n
report added. s
The ISPR press release in
Dhaka said. the 29-member
military delegation led by Ma-

jor General Stackpole, which

arrived in Dhaka on Sunday is
scheduled to call on the Acting
President and Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces,
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
and the Chief of Army Stall Lt.
General Muhammad Noorud
din Khan. ‘
General Stackpole would
meet Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and other relief of-
ficials to assess the extent ol
damage, news agency UNB re-
ported quoting the US Em-
bassy officials in Dhaka. The
delegation will also visit the
cyclone affected areas during
their stay in Bangladesh. They
will formulate a phase-wise
programme for reliel and re-
habilitation of the aflected

US Army delegation_

people.

BSS : State Minister
for Relief Lutfur Rahman Kbhan
received the US Army delega-
ton led by General Stackpole
at Zia International Airport on
Sunday moming, to
S m{ according

The State Minister thanked
Gen Stackpole and
gl . expressed
and the people of the United
States for the assistance .

Later, General Stackpole
and the |l-member US f
reconnaissance mission met
the ERD Secretary. USAID Di-
rector Mary C Kilgour was also
present in the meeting. The
ERD Secretary explained to
them the relief and rehabilita-
tion requirements for the cy-
clone alffected area. The nature
and extent of foreign assis-
tance pledged and received so
far and the measures adopted
for effective cooperation at all
levels also came up in their
discussions.

The US delegation dis-
cussed certain relevanl fssues
and assured of all possible as-
sistance and cooperation in
conducting the massive relief
opcration that the government
of Bangladesh has undertaken.
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"any other cause”. He said the

Acting President could also
transfer power to the Speaker
due to "occurrence of uncer-
tainty” under clause 55 (3) of
the Constitution.

Nazmul Huda said BNP did
never agree to the
Parliamentary form of govern-

ment having been a party to
the Joint Declaration of the
three alliance. He said there
was no mention of the
Parllamentary form of govern-
ment in the Joint Declaration.
He said BNP always said that
the form of government wduld
be decided by the members of
Parliament after the election of

| the "sovereign Parlitament”™.

Flood situation

From Page | Col. 7
wiuler [rom across the border
broke the embankment of
river Howra causing flash flood.

Some 3,000 acres of stand-
irg crops have been damaged

-in aflected Kasba, Akhaura,

Sarail. Nasirnagar., Nabinagar
and Sadar upazilas.

Sources at the Flood
Forecasting and Warning
Division said the situation
would continue to deteriorate
for another couple of days due
to continuous downpour.

Chinese plane
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to express sgildarfty

the altermath of a devastating
cyclone.

Helicopters from Italy

Italy will send four military
helicopters to Bangladesh to
hel
cyclone that devastated coaslal
areas late lagt month, Defence
Minister Virginio Rognoni said
Saturday.

Canada has so far providel
2.66 million US dollars in as-
sistance for the cyclone vic-
tims, official sources said Sun-

A chartered plane with 70
lonnes of emergency relief ma-
terials donated by Norway ar-
rived at Zia International Air-
port on Sunday. ,

The consignment carried by
the world's largest transport
plane Antonov was received by
the Director of ur Dina-
jpur Rural Service, Torben V
Peterson.

A consignment of medi-
cines donated by the Philippi-

_ with
people of Bangladesh fighting

ferry aid to survivors of a

Acting President

He said a certain quarter
was trying to confuse the peo-
ple about the Joint Declaration
but BNP would never tolerate
any confusion or attempt to
create any unnecessary debate
over the Joint Declaration of
the three alliances.

Nazmul Huda said the
speech of the President gave
some wrong interpretation to
the Constitution about,his
handing over ol power to the
Speaker. If the Constitution
was correctly interpretated
there would be no scope of any
misunderstanding, he added.

Huda said different news-
papers were giving hints about
the misunderstanding between
the Acting President and the
Cabinet. He added that now
the Acting President could
leave his office just by declar-
ing that he was unable to con-
tinue in his office just because
of the prevailing situation. He
said the Acting President in
his speech also clearly men-
tioned about the possible
misunderstanding between the
neutral presidency and the
partisan government.

The state minister also said
the Parliament could take de-
cision about the form of gov-
ernment through discussion at
any time.

Awami League MP Col,
(Retd) Sawkat Ali said, accord-
ing to the Constitution, the
President is the Head of the
Government but in practice it
was observed that the Prime
Minister was enjoying all
power leaving the Constitution
unworkable. He said, when the
constitutional power lies with
the President the Prime
Minister has got no constitu-
tional support to exercise her
power. He said by amending
the Constitution the
Parliament could be made
sovereign—through which the
aspiration of the lc co
be fulfilled. Pr -

Report baseless
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The press release said the
assessment of damages at Chit-
tagong Airport and naval bases
caused by the recent cyclone
and the issue of identifying

vestigation. Future action
of the Government de

release added.

It further said the govern-
ment hope that all concerned
should refrain from
confusion in the minds of the

the
responsibilities are under in-

on
the enquiry report. the press
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The Midnight File

Food shortage
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Omving a viwvid deseripuon of
the economic sftuation of the

country Osman Ghani Khan
sald that among the Least
Developed Conniries
Bangladesh is ranked 3rd or

4th in a order,
e F'rﬁ'm
160 dollar.

National election in Nepal

KATMANDU. May 12: The le of this stical
Himalayan kingdom fummed polling stations i srosboud

villages and across dusty pilains Sunday 1o vote in
reeord numbers for thetr firs: multiparty election i three

decades Fleven million people were eligible 160 choose a v
ernment to replace the imterimn cabinet named last yrar
which ended the absolute rule of the 200 ycar old Shah dy-
nasty of monarches. reports AP.

Victory for Lankan ruling party

COLOMBO. May 12: The ruling party won an overwhe lming
victory Sunday in local council elections. in what Prestdent

Ranasinghe Premdasa called a vote of confidence for his em-
battled gmernment

Opposition lcaders said the United National Party ook an-

fair advantage of government machinery capture |89 of the
236 city. town and village councils. reports AP.

Albanian cabinet sworn in

VIENNA. May 12: Albania's new Communisi
won a vote of confidence Sunday from the first
Parliament. but faced an tmmediate challenge from in-
dependent trade unions. After the government of Premer
Fatos Nalo recetved the endorsement. Nano and his cabinet
were sworn in atl a session attended by President Ramiz Alla,
the state run ATA news agency reported. states AP

Zulus kill 25 opponents

JOHANNESBURG. May 12: About 1,000 Zulus armed with
spears and clubs ram through a squatier camp Sunday,
scroaming

He' said that the country
was made over dependent on
the foretgn aid due to political
crisits and now the difference
between lnvesiments and sav
ings was about 6.5 per cent
During the last Five Year Plan
the country could not achieve
more than three and a hall per

cent economie growth causing
over-dependenee on the for-

eign debis.

He said that last year the
country achieved only 38 crore
Taka surplus against the esti
mated surplus of about Tk 1000
crore due to which only one
per cent of the total invest
ment could be met from the
domestic resources

He said that the land rev
enue was increased from Taka
2 to 3 crore In 1972-73 to
Taka 114 crore in 1990 lle
said that due to centralisation
of power at the President s
Secretariat the civil servants
were being unnecessarily
blamed for delay in discharg
ing their duties. He stressed
| the need for taking some bold
sicps to [ree the civil adminis-
tratton from corruption and
said the debate on the system
of government. whether it
Iwnuld be parliamentary or

hacking and burning at least 25 people to death as

residents ran for their lives Police and survivors said the
Zulus swarmed through the shantytown at dawn. clubbing and
stabbing men and setting fire 1o about 80 of the wooden and
carboard shacks, reports AP.

Soviet children treated in UK

LONDON. May i2: Four -old Mercel Karev of the Soviet
Union kissed his British tor goodbye and headed home
Sunday after two weeks of treatment for leukamia in a London
hospital. Karev was among 12 children. ranging in age from 4
to 16. treated at Hammersmith Hospital courtesy of British
Petroleum and the Ramco Coal Company, reports AP,

presidential. should be re
solved by the Parllament.
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Maj Gen Henry Stackpole of United States Marine Corps being received by chief of General
Btnﬂ' Maj Gen Abdus Salam at the Zia International Airport Sunday. State Minister for
Relief Lutfar Rahman was also present. ” —PI1D photo
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Donors meet to
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non-government at organisa
tions (NGOs). Out of htis try's infrastnictures. could,
amount, Taka 19 crore is in reach, 1,400 million US dol-
the form ol cash andTaka a2l lars”. He will be presenting a
crore in kind. report on Ba esh's needs
He said, World Bank as to the July session of the Eco-
nomic and Social Council in
Geneva and plans to"launch an

multilateral lending agencies
arc considering fnoves to assist Washington on his return from

international appreal for re-
construction aid at that time”.

Bangladesh in post-cyclone re-  Bangladesh. that the long-term

tioh programmes,

M hammed Essaafi, Direc-
tor ol the U.N. Disaster Reltef
Organisation (UNDRO). re-
ported to the UN quarters in

’ﬂislruﬂinn and r&hahiliula-_ cost of “replacing homes. lost
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people by publishing imaginary
reports and opinfons on the fs-
sue in the greater interest of

proper investigation.

nes government lor the cy-
clone victims of Bangladesh is
expected to arrive lomorrow

(Tuesday).




