the
remaining part of Thursday's
JS proceedings —

The following is

Moudud Ahmed said the
rules of procedure of the
House was prepared for a
Parllamentary form of m-
ment. It was not ad-
equately suiting the need of
the House under Presidential
form of

Referring to the remarks
made by State Minister for
Land Barrister Zamiruddin
Strcar. Moudud suggested it
would be an act of tleman
on the of the minister if
he raw his remarks.

Mohammad Nasim

Participating next on the
debate, Mohammad Nasim
pointed out that they were
discussing the situation in the
cyclone alfected areas. He. said
the discussion could be con-
tinned provided the minister
concerned withdraw his re-

marks.

Abul Hasan Chowdhury
Abul Hasan Chowdhury (AL-

Tangail) said Treasury and

Opposition benches were the

two hands of the House. He

said the minister concerned
should resign immediately.

Zamiruddin Sircar

At this stage, the State
Minister for Land, Barrister
Azmiruddin Sircar took the
floor and as he started to reply
to the opposition members,
the opposition members rose
to their feet en masse object-
ing to his (Sircar) to speaking.

The Deputy Speaker asked
the opposition members to re-
sume their seats allowing the
minister to speak. The minis-
ter concern might speak
something about his com-
ments. But the opposition
members said in corus that
they would not allow the min-
ister to speak in the House if
he did not withdraw his
de tory remarks.

Deputy Speaker said he
would give his ruling on the is-

sue after examining the
recorded proceedings whether
the minister had uttered any
unparfiamentary word.

But apparently being satis-
fied with the words from the
Deputy Speaker, the opposi-
tion members agreed to allow
Sircar to speak.

Zamiruddin Sircar continu-
ing said. He wanted to reply to

the comments made by Awami
League member. Tofael
Ahmed, against his BNP.

Moreover, he said he had not
uttered any unparliamentary
word. The word credibility is
not unparliamentary, he said.

Barrister Sircar countered
the arguments of Barrister
Moudud Ahmed and quoting
relevant article of the consti-
tution and relevant rules of the
procedure. he said. There was
no bar for him as a non-mem-
ber to speak in the House.

“It can't be a fault where
there | am a member or not
since we have accepted the
presidential form of govern-
ment.” he said.

The Deputy Speaker, then
specifically asked. Sircar if he
woulu withdraw his comments
or not.

Sircar replied in the nega-
tive and said that he was not
going to withdraw his remarks.

The Deputy Speaker said
that he would have to examine
the proceedings to give a rul-
ing on the issue.

—— ——
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Rashed Khan Menon

Rashed Khan Menon said
that quoting rules of proce-
dure, the State Minister for
Land was trying to mislead the
House.

Asaduzzaman

Asaduzzaman (AL-Magura)
referred to the Rule 270 (IX)
of the rules of procedure and
said that a member while
speaking shall not refer to an-
other member discourteously
in a debate nor shall he be
permitied to use expressions
which are unparliamentary. He

demanded the expunction of
the  derogatory words used by
Sircar

Taking the floor again.
Moudud Ahmed said that the
observations of the State
Minister for Land was serfously
objectionable. He said a non-
member in the House had un-
dermined the spirit of the
Sa by making such re-

he added.

Sudangshu Shekhar
Speaking next. Sudangshu
Shekhar Halder (AL-Pirojpur)
quoted Rule 270 of the of
rocedure and said no mem-
r could make any offensive
or defamatory words in the
House. Referring to the com-
ments made by Sircar, Haldar
demanded expunction of the

derogatory words by Sircar.

Suranjit Sengupta

Suranjit Sengupta
(Ganatantree Party-Sunamganj)
pointed out that the House was
consist of 330 members. The
non-member ministers had a
limited role in the House. He
can speak in the House only to
defend himself.

Khondokar Delwar

The Chiel Whip of the BNP
Parllamentary Party. Khondkar
Delwar Hossain quoted Article
73 of the constitution and said
cvery minister shall have the
right to speak or otherwise to
take part in the proceedings of
pariiament.

Rashed Khan Menon taking
the floor again said that the
constitution and the rules of
procedure had clearly distin-
guished a member from a non-
member. He said in the 1979
Parliament. the non-member
ministers were not allowed to
participate in debate like this.

At this stage, the Deputy
Speaker adjourned the House
at 5.056 pm for 20 minutes for

Asr prayer.

Shawkat Ali

Taking the floor immedi-
ately after the break for Asr
prayer, Colonel (Retd) Shawkat
Al (AL-Shariatpur). said the
House was engaged in discus-
sions on so vital an issue like
the national calamity.
Unfortunately, he said, there
was an unexpected departure
from the discussions because
of a remark made by a State
Minister, who is not the mem-
ber of the House.

The opposition member
said the State Minister was
trying to catch a straw like a
drowning man but he would
not succeed in his efforts to
salvage himsell. He said tech-
nocrat ministers like Professor
Shamsul Huq and Kazi Anwarul
Huq in the House earlier never
took part in debatable issues
and rightly restricted them-
sclves within the parameters
of what they were expected to
do.

The proceedings of the
House could move on the ex-
pected line if. Sircar would
withdraw his comments and
there would be nothing wrong
if he did so. Because, Ali said,
his remarks certainly
amounted to as ion for the

members of the House.

- W , ::’a“

MK An
Speaking next, Shipping
Minister M.K. Anwar the

House agreed to devote itself
to the discussions on the dis-
aster because the issue was of
supreme importance. We did it
unanimously because all mem-
bers — cutting across political
lincs — wanted to express
their opinion on different
aspects of the cyclones and the
reliel operations, he said.

The Minister said the oppo-
sition members in course of
their deliberations. had made
certain remarks which were
redundant and deplorable. The
debate now on the comment of
State Minister Mr. Sircar
should be seen in its entire
perspective, he added.

Mr. Anwar safd a minister,
when taking part in the delib-
erations of the House, should

be able to enjoy all rights like
others and there should be no
discrimination. If he made any
faux pas ke passing any ob-
jectionable comment, that
should be taken care of by the
chair as per practice, he ob-
served

Aflter Mr. Anwar, several
opposition members sought to
speak on the subject but the
Deputy Speaker said enough
discussions had already taken
place on that issue.

The chair gave the floor to
Mr. A.S M. Feroz [AL-
Patuakhali) said late Prime
Minister and Leader of the
House Shah Azizur Rahman
had once withdrawn his com-
ments on requests and de
mands [rom the opposition
and he found nething wrong if
the State Minister did so.

Speaking next, Mr. Suranfit
Sengupta (Ganatantri-
Su said if the execu-
tive held such opinion about
the dignity of the members of
the House, it was most unfor-
tunate,

But the Deputy Speaker in-
tervened to say t the opin-
jon and remark of the State
Minister were that of an indi-
vidual and not of the govern-
ment.

Continuing. Mr. Sengupta
said the comments made by
Mr. Sircar were clearly deroga-
tory to the dignity of all the
members of the House and
more so when coming from a
non-member. He must with-
draw His comments, he said
adding that the proceedings of
the House would not continue
unless he did.

Redwan Ahmed

Mr. Redwan Ahmed (Ind-
Comilla) took the floor briefly

and echoed the sentiment of

Mr. Sengupta and said the re-
marks of the State Minister
must be withdrawn.

The Deputy Speaker said he
would give a ruling on the
matter but certainly he needed
time for that.

Sorhe opposition members
raised a hue and cry on the is-
sue and urged the chair to give
a ruling on the subject so that
the proceedings of the House
could move smoothly.

Sheikh Hasina

At this stage, Leader of the
Opposition Shetkh Hasina took
the floor and said a nominated
minister could not make any
comment which was a big blow
to the dignity of the members
of the House. "He has no right
to do so and he has to with-
draw his comment for the sake
of the dignity of all the mem-
bers of the House," she said
adding that the opposition
would be co led to s a
walk-out even if briefly unless
the State Minister came out
with the withdrawal and the
comments he had made were
expunged.

The Deputy Speaker told
the Leader of the Opposition
that she and other members of
the opposition must appreciate
that such an issue needed ex-
amination before a ruling was
given. He said he would give
the ruling on Saturday.

But a determined opposi-
tion insisted that the Speaker
give a ruling immediately.

Sheikh Hasina n took

the floor and said he could ex-.

amine the legal aspects of the
issue later but the opposition
would stage a walkout unless

the minister withdrew his re-

marks and the remarks ex-
punged from the proceedings.
Participating in the discus-
sion, Awami e member
Sudhansu Shekar Halder said
the chair could expunge the
remark, and indecorous re-
marks of any member from the
proceedings of the House.

- The Deputy Speaker as-
sured r that he would
took into the matter.
of the Opposition, Sheikh
Hasina, drew the attention of
the Deputy r and said
that he himself could expunge
the objectionable remarks in
his own discretion. Her certain
remarks at this stage about the
Treasury Bench members in
the manner of distribution of
reliefl materials among the cy-
clone-battered people of the
coastal areas :\rnEcd sharp

protest from the ruling party
members. Many of the

Treasury Bench members:

stood up at a time to protest
her remarks.

Akbar Hossain (BNP-
Comilla) sharply criticised the
remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition and recalled how
reliel materials were misused

" the

and misappropriated during

the Awami rule in the
past. He called for

the remarks of Shetkh Hasina
saying "she must have to with-
draw i."

In the midst of -
nium, the said
that he would scrutinise the
remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Amanullah Aman (BNP-
Dhaka) also took serious objec-

tion to certain remarks of
Sheikh Hasina and called upon

the chair to them.
Deputy Speaker Sheikh
Al then cer-

tain remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition.

Tofael Ahmed

No sooner the Deputy
Speaker expunged certain re-
marks of the Leader of the
Opposition than the Awami
League leader, Tofael Ahmed,
stood up and submitted that
Deputy Speaker had
promptly expunged the re-
marks of Sheikh Hasina. but
did not do so about the re-
marks made by State Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar who was not
a member of the Sangsad. He
demanded that Sircar must
beg apology for his remarks
and withdraw them.

Deputy Leader of the House
Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury
said there had been hot ex-
change of words [rom both
sides. He requested the Deputy
Speaker to expunge certain

remarks of Barrister Sircar
and those of the Leader of the

Opposition.

The Deputy Speaker in-
formed the House that he
would give his ruling on these
issues after Magreb :

He then adjourned the
House at 6-20 p. m. for Magreb

prayer.

Sheikh Razzak

When the House resumed
after the Magreb prayer Deputy
Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali said
due to shortage of time he
could not examine the portion
of the speech of State Minister
for Land, Jamiruddin Sircar, in
which the members of the op-
position said Sircar made

oblique "reference about the’

opposition. He also expressed
his regret for not being able to
give his ruling as he could not
go through the pros and cons
of the relevant aspect.

The Deputy Speaker, how-
ever, said the part ol Sircar's
speech which raised contro-
versy in the House would be
expunged from the proceed-
ings of the House. He also said
the portion of the speech of
the position Leader using
unpar ntary words would
also stand expunged.

Taking m floor Begum
Sajeda Chowdhu (AL-
Faridpur) narrated her own

rience of the visits to the
affected areas. She said
corpses were being removed
relentlessly in the coastal areas
but new bodies were now
floating back to shore by the
high tide turning the process
an endless one.

She said the lush green
Chittagong which once
hummed with business was
now a lifeless entity under
rubbles. She said "corpses and
corpses were all around and a
bizarre melancholy pervaded
the whole surrou gs". :

She said the Awarni League
MP from Chittagong
Akhteruzzaman Babu, was do-
ing this best to help perform
the religious rites of the bodies
belore burial.

Sajeda Chowdhury
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury
said the government had no

control on the price situation .
and as a result the prices of

the essentials were {ncreasing
every moment. She said life-
saving drugs were not at all
available.

She said bodies of the
Basantis were rotting but there
was no.arrangement for their
burial.

Referring to airdropping of
reliel goods she said a survivor
in the affected area had his
ribs broken when hit by a
packet of relief from the air.
She sald some of the relief
goods were also falling into

ponds.
She said the loss of life and
property in the cy “bat-

properly shown in the televi-
sion. She said it was not at all
proper to take the television
within the fold of a party under

Parliament

MPs not included in relief committees'

an clected government.

She said the aflected people
demanded reconstruction of
the embankments for their

m'h::: from cyclone and

M A Karim

Advocate M. A. Karim [BNP-
Netrokona) said the loss of life
and was less due to
carly and timely warning given
at the direction of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

He said any call from any
guarter was nol necessary to
stand by the side of the people
during any national disaster

€ ot the cah of thete eon-

science.”

Mr Karim expressed his
reservations about the com-
ment made by Mr Tofael
Ahmed on the offer of munajat
in the House.

At this stage Mr Tolael
Ahmed stood up and clarified
his that he said noth-
ing objectionable about muna-
jat. He said he mentioned in

his speech earlier that since
the country was being alfected
by different kinds of calamities
including cyelone, tornado,
train accident, diarrhoea and
drought. a munajat was neces

sary for secking divine bless:
ings to get rid of these disas

ters.

floor Mr

Moudud Ahmed expressed his
doubt about the precautionary

Taking the

measures taken by the gov-
ermmment to save the lfe and
property from the cyclonic
storm.

He said the cyclone shelters
built in 1972 and during the
time of the previous govern-
ment were inadequate to make
room for about two crore peo-
ple in the coastal areas. He
said the cyclone shelters could
only accommodate a maximum
of six lakh people keeping the
lives of one crore and 94 lakh
people in sheer uncertainty.

He also thanked the Leader
of the Opposition for mention-
ing the damage caused to the
fighter planes of the air force
and naval ships earlier.

He said even during the
storm some factories in the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone were working. He said
bodies found later trapped
with machines bore testimony
to this. He also said this gave
indication how effective was
the warning given prior to the
storm.

Mr Moudud Ahmed called
for facing the situation unitedly
in the interests of the nation
and the people.

Quoting reports from the
issues of May 3-8 published in
the International Herald
Tribune he said the survivors
were gradually proceeding to
the jaws of death. He said the
remarks in the foreign news-
papers would not be good for
s

Mr. Moudud said although it
was a government of the
Acting President, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
was linked with its success
and failure.

He said the donors had al-
ready raised the question as to
who was running the govern-
ment.

He called for coordination
of relief work under all-party
reliefl committee. He also de-
manded publication of a white
paper giving actual re of
death and projecting the true
picture of the loss of prnpert?.r..

Mr. Moudud stressed the
need for involving the mem-

bers of parliament in the post-
cyclone gigantic task of relief
operation.

Harun Al-Rashid

Mr Harun Al-Rashid (BNP-
Brahmanbaria) said it was un-
precedented that the waming
signal was given so early. He
claimed that the present -
emment had set an example of
quick relief operation in the
history of a democratic system.

The BNP member said loss
to life and property was less
than expected due to timely
warning given to the people in
the affected areas.

The democratically elected
ministers and mem-
bers belonging to the BNP
were dedicated and rushed to

the cyclone- battered areas to
stand by the people to amelio-
rate their su ngs and share

their sorrows.

He said "relations of BNP
and the people are relations of
heart and we will always stand

by them for thelr welfare.”

Matiur Rahman Nizami

Taking the floor next,
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami (Jamaat-Pabna)] ex-
pressed his indignation saying
that after ten of the disas-
ter "“we do not the exact
figure of damage and loss due
to the ecyclone and the tidal
surge.”

The Jamaat group leader in
the Jatlya Sangsad lauded the
efforts of giving prior warning.
He. however, sald “we do not
know how far it had suc-
ceeded.”

Mr. Nizami alleged that no
quick action was taken for res-
cuing the distressed people.
He said we also do notl know
the role played by the navy in
rescue operation. He, however,
said it was presumed that navy
had lost 90 per cent of its
strength in the catastrophe re-
sulting in fts faflure to partici-
pate properly in the rescue
operation. He expressed his
astonishment as how more
than 40 aircraft and heli-
copters were damaged though
early warnings were issued re-
peatedly.

He said the government
should have made known to
the people about these losses.

Mr. Matiur Rahman Nizami
wanted to know from the gov-
ernment whether it had faced
any non-cooperation from the
local administration in reach-
ing relief goods to the affected
people. And if anything hap-
pened like that had the gov-
ernment taken any action
against those officials ? he
asked.

He said there was a lack of
coordination in reliel opera-
tion. He expressed the hope
that if coordinated efforts were
made reliefl materials would
reach the needy people on
time. He called for reaching
food, water and medicine to
the affected people. He also
called for providing them
shelter on an emergency basis.

Mr. Nizami suggested re-
construction of the coastal
embankments for which donor
countries and the agencies
could be involved.

Refuting the criticism of
the Acting President. the
Jamaat member said he
(Acting President) did the
right thing by handing over the
executive power of rtlh:fc:f-
eration to the democratically
elected Prime Minister. He
said this was in conformity
with giving the democracy a
structural shape.

Major (Retd) Mannan

Participating next in the
discussfon, the Minister of
State for Textiles. Major
(Retd) M. A. Mannan said, im-
mediately after the cyclone hit
the coastal areas. he visited
the southern rts of the
country on April 30. He held
there a meeting of reliel coor-
dination committee with the
members of the local adminis-
tration and representatives of
the public.

On his return from the af-

fected areas, the State
Minister said. he attended a
mee held at Bangabhaban
with the Acting President in
the chair and he submitted a
report on the loss of life and
the extent of damage wrought
by the devastating cyclone and
tidal surge.
Major (Retd) Mannan said
that in that meeting he was
given the charge of three cy-
clone-affected districts —
Noakhali, Feni and Luxmipur
for conducting relief and res-
cuec operations there.

Giving an account of state-
ment of the reliel goods allo-
cated for the three districts,
the State Minister rejected the
opposition allegations that the
government had been dis-
tributing relief goods on parti-
san basis.

He said that the govern-
ment had divided the cyclone-
stricken areas into two zones.
Each of the zones was given
under the responsibility of two
senior secretaries.

The responsibility ol relief
operation in Noakhali, Fent
and Luxmipur districts had
been entrusted with a commit-
tee headed by a joint secretary.
Representative of the Armed

fected areas.
Dwelling on the loss of life
and the extent pf damage

were buried properly In the
three districts

About the government s
measures o prevent the diar
rhoecal discases. the State
Minister said. they had dis
tributed adequate quantities of
water purifying tablets and oral
salines among the aflected

people.
Referri o the medium-
termh reliel programme, the

State Minister said arrange-
ments were being made to re-
pair the washed away cross
dams, embankments. roads
and reconstruction of houses
for the uprooted people.

Besides. arrangements were
being made o buy animals for
the peasants for ploughing
lands, to supply fertilizers and
other inputs.

Pro s of reconstruc-
tion of the educational institu-
tions were also being taken up.
he said.

The vernment would
soon take long-term pro-

g:;:nn in the cyclone al-
areas. he said.

Dismissing the opposition
criticism. the State Minister

Nurul Islam Moni

Participating next. Nurul
islam Moni (Ind-Borguna) nar
rated his ex ce of visiting
different affected areas of Cox's
Bazar including Banshkhalt
Chakoria and Anwara.

He said that he wanted to
know from the government
whether it was capable of
handling the post cyclone situ-
ation in the country.

Moni said during his visit to
these affected places he had
found no boat for conducting
reliefl operations there where
as over 200 imported boats
were lyine idle at Mongla Port.

He said if the present gov-
ernment failed to handle the
situation the blame would di-
rectly come to a government
which was formed as the out-
come of a democratic move-
ment. If it happened so people
aspirating for democracy will
find no firm footing, he added.

The Independent member
said that the opposition mem-
bers wanted to help the gov-
emnment in the gigantic task of
relief operation. But referring
the constitution of relief
committees, he said that the
opposition and Awami League
members “had not been In-

cluded in the committee at
Chittagong.
He said the government

instead depended on the bu-
reaucracy and the army.

The Independent Member,
however, appreciated the BNP
government for giving warning
to the people about the im-
pending cyclone and tidal
surge thro radio and televi-
sion. But the role of the gov-
ernment in tackling the post
cyclone situation was not satis-
factory, he added.

Reading out a report by
ittefaq reporter Nazimuddin
Mostan from a weekly. Moni
said the infamous President
Ershad was the most success-
ful man in handling the 1988
disaster situation in the coun-

try.

He said that the Chittagong
Port, which was the life line of
the national economy was Lo-

tally by the cyclone,
Eut:-'n.mw at Chittagong
was also damaged, he pointed
out.

He expressed his surprise
as to how' 41 aircraft of

days carlier.
Moreover, the shrimp culti-
vation projects and salt pro-
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Speaking next,
Khan Menon{Workers Pariy

The opposition’ member
sakl warnings were there abouwe
the impending danger for five
days and questioned the pre
pauredness ol the government
in dealing with the situaion

How could so many aircralt
of the Atr Foree sulffer damage
and the Navy remained unpro
tected 7 He asked and ob
served that Il politictan or ol
persons were responsiblc for
this situation, they would have
been taken to taskh. He de
manded dismissal of the chigl
of Afr Force and Navy for dere
liction of duty,

Mcmon <ald he did no?
want fsihure ol an clecled gon
ermment which had taken oves
the responsibility barely two
month ago. While the govern.
ment was also not showing cf
fictency in dcaling with the si-
tuation. there were also con-
spiracies to discredit and
elected authority, he said.

The Opposition member
said there should be clear
supremacy of the political
leadership over everything
else. _

Memon demanded assis-
tances to farmers, salt growers
and others affected by the cy-
clone.

Najibul Basher

Syed Najibul Basher (AL-
Chittagong) said #t was unfor-
tunate that the BNP member
had pointed out that cyclonic
storm struck only those arcas
where Awami eandi-
dates were e members
of the Sangsad. In fact. the cy-
clonic storm played havoe with
the lives and properties of the
people in many coastal areas
where they have MPs from the
ruling BNP. he added.

He regretted that although

Chittagong played an impor-
tant role in the economy of the

country this district was being
neglected and overlooked in
the distribution of reliel ma-
teriels and alleviation of the
sufferings of the people.

He complained that BNP
MPs from outside the
Chittagong district were being

engaged in s:qnﬂﬂv: the re-
liel operation in rent
upazilas of this district, he de-
scribed it as unfair and unfor-
tunate and sald that the people
of this district would not ac-
cept such practices. -
Mosharraf Hossain
Participating in the discus-
ston State Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Dr.
Khandker Mosharral Hossain

today called all trrespec-
tve of party tions to put
in concerted efforts to miti-
gate the su of the peo
ple caused by’ the history s
worst cyclonie storm.

He said the present gov-
ernment head by Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had been conducting reliefl op-
cration in every part of the cy-
clone battered areas to

best of its capaeity. All our en-
deavors arc now directed tos
ward mitigating the sufferings
of the people. he said and
hoped that the aopposition

would refrain from
the government for m
ialu‘:nnlg.

He, however. pointed oul

that the government was ready
to accept the constructive

-eritictsm of the opposition.

Please show us the ﬂE and
lapses in conducting reliefl op
eration and we shal mn:ly?ll
up the gaps and overcome the
lapses.” he added.

Dr. Hossain informed the

eight days after the cyclone

storm hit the region. he
added.
The Deputy Speaker ad-

journed the House at 9.35 pm
to meet at 11 am on May 11



