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Iraq blasts Iran : i charged iran with

their 1988 Ceasefire for the fourth time

since the beginning of May in a letter released at the United
Nations Wednesday. AFP reports from New York.

Iragi Ambassader Abdul Amir al-Anbari wrote to UN

m“qmmhmdecuﬂuﬂntlrmlndu-
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ern border April 25 and 26.
He said this latest violation that the lranian

Government continued to threaten Iraq's security and violate

the country's sovereignty.
water resources :

Pvetto
m become one ol the richest and most developed

countries in the world by exploiting its water resources,
.Ne Co Leader Genesh Man Singh told in an election
in K.nlmﬂu Wednesday. AFP reports.

"Nepal will be one of the richest and most developed
countries in the world within fifty years from now”, Singh
told a rally of 60,000 people.

Singh said "though Nepal ranks second in poverty after
Ethiopia. could be changed for the better if the people
help the Nepali win in the forthcoming election.”

He told the crowd that the Nepali Congress would launch
an "Economic Revolution” in the country and make it wealthy
by developing its "abundant water resources” if it won the May

12 polls.

Early warning radar system : o

Radar System
htnh:.punhdp-num:—aﬂcumufthcdmdurleld
war, reports Reuter from Bangor Maine.

officials announced that the air force's vaunted
Backscatter Radar System touted as having 10 times the
range of conventional radar when it was sct up only last year.
will be monitored for only 40 hours a weck.
Which 40 hours is a military secret.
If I'm a strategic planner | don't want to tell you. the
Soviets or else when I'm going to operate the radar.”
Colonel Harris Madson. the Facility's Commander told re-

porters on Tuesday.

14 killed in Srinagar e At least 14 people

were killed and 24 others injured when security forces

fire on a crowd mourning a militant killed in India's
Jammu and Kashmir state.” witnesses said, Reuter reports
from Srinagar.

The witnesses said an old lady and a young girl were
among the 14 shot dead at a children's park where the
mourners had gathered after a procession through the streets
of the State's Summer Capital, Srinagar.

Police said the security forces retaliated only after mili-

tants among the mourners opened fire.

Bush optimistic over

i
President George Bush said in Washington Wednesday he was
moderately optimistic about prospects for peace in the
Middle East and stressed the need for quiet diplomacy,

reports AFP.

Speaking to reporters aboul Secretary of State James
Baker's upcoming tour of the region, his fourth since the end
of the Gulf War Bush said, ‘I'm moderately optimistic’.

Baker is scheduled to leave late Friday for Syria. Egypt.’

Jordan and Israel to help arrange a regional peace confer-

ence co-sponsored by the United States and the Soviet
Union, the State Department announced Wednesday.
to extend emergency :cgps

ment on Wednesday agreed to extend an emergency law

pa
brought in after the 1981 assassination of President Anwar

Sadat, Reuter reports from Cairo.
A clear majority of the 458-member
the three-year extension of a show of hands, around 30 mem-

parliament voted for

bers voted against the law. to be extended from the end of
the month, gives security forces broad powers of arrest and
detention and has been bitterly attacked by Egypt's opposi-
tion press.

Prime Minister Atef Sedki said in a statement to parlia-
ment. controlled overwhelmingly by the ruling National
Democratic Party. that the law would not be used against a

because of his opinions.

person
UN meet on

& -
es in Kuwait:
The five Permanent Member curity Council met

Wednesday to discuss an Iraqgi-fed fund to pay for damages
caused by its Kuwaitli invasion, reports AFP from New York.

The United States, the Soviet Union, France, Britain and
China met to discuss setting up the fund — laid out in
Resolution 687 and accepted by lraq — that sets aside lraqgi
reveniues to cover damages caused by the war.

iraq will contribute a percentage of its revenues from oil
exports that will be used to pay damages. The United States
says some 40 per cent to 50 per cent of the fund should be
used to finance the fund. but some other countries say even
that would be insuflicient.

Pindi loss of lives in Indian firing :
. Pakistan said Wednesday Indian cross-border artillery
shelling in Kashmir for the sixth day running has caused loss
of life and created tensions on both sides of the frontier, AFP
reports from Islamabad. |

During one such "unprovoked” firing on a civilian bus, two
Ezrtc were killed and three injured, the Defence Ministry

. adding that Pakistani troops had been ordered to take
"appropriate measures.”

Residents of areas close to the dividing line of control in
Kashmir said at least seven people had dfed and ten were in-
jured in shelling by Indian troops.

Sources in Muzafarrabad, Capital of Pakistan-administered
Kashmir, said four wounded people had been admitted to a
military hospital there.

International

Hiring of an ex-convict to frame case against Zardari alleged

Ishaq's term over : Benazir

ISLAMABAD, May 9
Pakistani position leader
Benazir Bhutto said on
Wednesday that President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan had
exhausted his term of o
and should resign. reports
Reuter.

We don't accept him as
President, she told a news
conference in Islamabad, she
also accused the six-month-old
government of Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil, who succeeded
her of leading Pakistan to an
economic disaster.

Ishag Khan was elected
President for a five-year term
by a parllamentary electoral
college in December, 1988,
succeed military ruler
Mohammad Zia-Ul-Hugq who
was killed in a plane crash.

But Bhutto said Ishaq Khan
should have only completed
Zia's five-year tenure which
ended in March 20 last year.

Zia who seized power in a
1977 military coup. took office
as an clected president in
1985 for five after a con-
troversial referendum on his
islamic policies.

‘ Bhutto said her Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) was plan-
ning to raise the issue of Ishaq

Zardari

Khan's tenure before he dis-
missed her 20-month-old gov-
ernment in August last year on
disputed charges of abuse of

Bhutto accused the
President of displaying partial-
ity by ordering corruption tri-
als against her and several of
her colleagues through so-
called references and said he
should face similar trials,

ences
" President and

If references can be made

ugainst the former Prime

nister, there can be refer-

t the sitting

his relatives,

she said the law must be even-
handed.

Bhutto said the Sharil gov-
ernment was leading Pakistan
to ruination in the name of lib-
eral economic policies and
that it had failed to play a
proper role during the Gulf
War.
AFP adds: Former Premier
Benazir Bhutto said Wednesday
an ex-convict who served a

n sentence in Britain was
Emd to frame her husband in

a kidnapping casc.

Speaking at a press conler-
ence at the parlfament build-
ing. she said the main com-
plaint in a kidnapping case
against Asif Ali Zardari was
convicted of fraud by a British
court in the 1970s.

Zardari is being tried by a
special court in Karachi on
charges that he abetted the
kidnapping for ransom ol a
London based Pakistani busi-
nessmen Murtaza Hussain
Bokhari in 1989,

The ecase for which Ms
Bhutto's husband could face

in

We will Wuring his
hochgound e the court,
Ms Bhutto said, "we will
confronting him."

Zardari, 37 is on trial in
about a dozen cases Involving
c of murder. kidnapping
and fraud. he was arrested be
fore the October 1990 elec
tions in which he won a seat In
the national assembly.

His wile is also on trial en
eight courts of abuse of power
during her 20 month rule that
ended with her dismissal by
President Ghulam Ishagq Khan
in August 1990. She [aces dis-
qualification from politics

At her press conference.
Ms Bhutio attacked Ishaq
Khan. accusing him of institut
ing false cases against political
opponents in a one-sided.’

No progress in talks over Kurdish autonomy

Saddam will be overthrown

by his own men: Hurd

LONDON, May 9: British
Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hurd said on Wednesday that
Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein was more likely to be
overthrown by those around
him in Baghdad than by
Kurdish or Shi'ite rebels, re-
ports Reuter.

We have never thought a
change in government {n
Baghdad would be brought
about either by the Kurds or by
Shi'ites in the south, Hurd told
parliament's Foreign Affairs
Committee.

| think the change will be
brought about when it comes
by people at the centre in

In the weeks after the Gulf
war ended in February,
Saddam's forces put down twin
rebellions by Kurdish guerillas
in the north and Shi'ite
Muslims in the south.

‘Some Kurds complained
that the United States and

Britain had encouraged them
10 rebel but failed to help them
when Saddam’s orces
counter-attacked and routed
their fighters. Millions of
Kurds fled their homes to
escape Saddam’s reprisals.

In his testimony on
Wednesday, Hurd reiterated
Britain's position that lIraq
could not hope to return to its
place in the international
community while Saddam re-
mained in power .

We have to create in the
minds of the lragis, particu-
larly those in Baghdad. the
knowledge that the main ob-
stacle to the future of their
country is the present leader-
ship of their country, the
Foreign Secretary said .

A Baghdad report says:
President Saddam Hussein
met on Wednesday with rebel
leaders who are seecking
greater autonomy for the
Kurds of northern Iraq in ne-

gotiations with his government
that both sides say have been
positive .

Iraql officials said earlier
the President was unlikely to
meet the Kuridsh rebel chiefls
until a deal had been reached.

But there was no indication
of a breakthrough in Saddam's
talks with a four-men delega-
tion headed by Massoud
Barzani. leader of the Kurdish
Democratic Party. Barzani. sur-
rounded by Iraqi Security
Guards, returned to Al-Rashid
Hotel at about 5 p. m. (1400
GMT) but refused reporters’
requests to comment on the
meeting with Saddam.

The official lraqi News
Agency (INA) gave no details
on what was discussed .

The meeting was the first
between Saddam and Kurdish
rebel chiefs since April 24,

‘when Jalal Talabani of the

Patriotic Unfon of Kurdistan
announced an agreement in

KATHMANDU: The Prime Minister and Pr
democratic party in Nepal, Krishna
8. He appealed to the people to vote

B

and launch an economic revolution in the country.

esident of the Nepali
Prasad Bhattarai addresing a public meeting here May
for his party which he promised would eliminate poverty

Congress, the largest

— AFP/UNB photo

200 commandos involved in clashes
on Armenian-Azerbaijani border

MOSCOW, May 9: Even re- ' the desire of the three Baltic

served officials call the events
in Armenia and Azerbafjan an
undeclared war. According to
the Ministry of the Interior,
some 200 commandos on each
side have been involved in
armed clashes on the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border
killing dozens of people, re-
ports-1AN.

Outwardly, the conflict
looks like a térritorial dispute.
The world experience shows
that such conflicts are particu-
larly poisonous. Besides, there
are ting circumstances
which make the clashes vio-
lent and emotional.

Azerbaijanians and
Armenians belong to different
confessions. The influence of
church hierarchs and religious
communities is strong enough
in beth republies, and com-
mon religion would have
helped find a way to negotia-
tons.,

There are political and ide-
ological contradictions as well.

The rate of democratic

in the republics is dif-
ferent, which s to the ten-
sion.

Last but not least, the re-
publics have a different atti-
tude to the centre. Whereas

republics to secede from the
USSR unites them in spite of
their differences, Azerbaijan
and Armenia differ on the sub-

ject. Armenia has voiced its

desire to secede from the
union and its president has not
signed the joint statement of
the ten. Azerbaijanian leaders
have a different attitude to
sovereignty. They stand for
independence within the
framework of a large union
state.

This difference gives rise to
suspicion of the centre. It has
been suggested that since
Mutalibov signed a state-
ment confirming his intention
to stay in the union, Moscow
favours Baku more than

Yerevan. But Kremlin is not

" that shortsighted to share this

logic. Circumstances may
change and the rates of demo-
cratic changes and ethnie pro-
cesses are not present forever.

Preparating to sign the
union treaty and build ‘a reno-
vated union’, Moscow solves
strategic tasks which will in-
fluence the policy in the 2lst
century. Many analysts believe
that Moscow's arguments with
the Baltic republics, Georgia,
Moldova and Armenia about
the scale of their sovereignty
are temporary and have been
by the economic crisis. The
creation of a powerful eco-
nomic space that the ‘Kremlin
dreamers’ are talking about

- CIA chief

WASHINGTON, May 9 :
President George Bush an-
nounced the resignation of
William Webster as Director of
the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA). reports AFP.

At a hastily arranged press
conference, Bush thanked
Webster for a "superb job" as
leader of the nation's spy

agency.
Webster, a former federal

judge, headed the Federal
Bureau of Investigation befere

being named Director of the

CIA, a post formerly held by |

Bush.
No specific date was men-

tioned for Webster's retire-
ment, although Bush said the
move came as a surprise.

signs |

will be a strong magnet for all
parts of the talking about will
be a strong magnet for all parts
of the former Russian empire
regardless of whether they are
going to be part of a single
state or nol.

Procceding from this politi-
cal -and economic concept,
Moscow is trying hard to keep
the keys to the future rather
than discredit itsell by its.
Likes and dislikes in relations
with the republics all
Gorbachev's gestures of the
past few days have been well
balanced. They show that he is
trying his best not to take
sides.

Lately the missions of
Azerbaijan and Armenia in
Moscow have been furnishing
ample information about the
events. The emotional and po-
litical involvement of republi-
can ambassadors in Moscow is
casy to explain. In fact, they
are competing for public opin-
jion. Their goal is transparent.

They play on emotions and of-

fer their own interpretation of |

the facts to find favours with
the political forces concen-

trated in the capital. They

also

] Lankan troops
kill 25 Tigers

COLOMBO, May 9: Sri
Lankan troops killed 25 Tamil
rebels and wounded 30 during
napping-up operations in the
north, military sources said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

They said seven soldiers
were injured on Wednesday in
the operations north of
Omantai in the Vavuniya dis-
trict in . which troops de-
stroyed rebel bunkers and re-
covered arms and ammunition.

Government security forces
have advanced about 19 km
(12 miles) north of Vavuniya
town towards the separatist
stronghold of Jallna.

The sources said they were
meeting stiff resistance from

Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam guerrillas, including
women who were fighting at
the battlefront.

The Tigers are fighting to
set up a separate state in Sri
Lanka’s north and east for the
minority Tamil community.

In a separate incident to-
day. rebels ambushed a patrol
in the eastern Batticaloa dis-
trict, killing one usoldier, mili-

sources said.

Two civilans were killed
and four were wounded when
their bus was caught in the

hope for response from abroad. 4 crossfire, they said.

principle had been reached
with Baghdad for greater au-
tonomy for the Kurds.

In a second round of nego-
tiations which began in
Baghdad on Monday. the Kurds
and the government were (ry-
ing to hammer out an accord
that would help heal a decade
— old rift and convinece hun-
dreds of thousands Kurdish
refugees to return home.

"The talks are going on in a
positive spirit,” Sami Rahman,
a member of the delegation,

told Reuters earlier on
Wednesday.
He indicated they had not

yet tackled key Kurdish de-
mands for international guar-
antees for any accord and for
Kurdish control of il pro
duced in the area around the
northern city of Kirkuk. An
important oil pipeline runs
through the efty.

*There are many topics un-
der discussion. These topics
might not have been discussed
yet.” Rahman said .

Nepal to go
'dry’ for
three days

KATHMANDU, May 9:
Nepal is to go "dry" for the
first time in her history during
the forthcoming general elec-
tions in the country, reports
PTL

Liquor. which is consumed
by the Nepalese like drinking
water, will not be available for
three days from tomorrow
(Friday). as the government
has banned sale and distribu-
tion of alcohol all over the
country for the May 12 elec-
tions.

This has led to scramble for
last-minute purchase of various
types of liquor. specially beer,
which is popular with the
Nepalese, from various shops
for conservation during the
three “dry day".

The Minister for Home
Affairs and Communications,

* Yong Prasad Upadhyaya told

|

PTI here today that action
would be taken against those
found loitering in an inebriated
condition.

With this end in view,
Upadhyaya sald. the adminis-
trative and police officials of
both India and Nepal decided
to enforce total prohibition on
both sides of the border during
the elections so that liquor
could not be smuggle into

Nepal. _
50 killed 1in
Kashmir

violence

NEW DELHI, May 9: At least
50 people died in violence
Wednesday as an anti-govern-
ment strike sponsored by
Muslim in militants gripped
Kashmir valley for a second
straight day, the Press Trust of
India (PTI) said, reports AFP.

The victims were mostly

- militants shot in gunfire ex-

changes with security forces.
state government spokesman
was quoted by PTI as saying in
Srinagar, summer capital of
kashmir and urban hub of the
bloody militancy.

Nine people died when
militants and security forces
exchanged gunfire In
Srinagar's Khanyar locality.
the man said.

An unspecified number
were. injured in the incident,
of whom fve later died, hospi-
tal sources told PTIL

r

MIAMI

Prager holds the painting Aurora’ by Elemish master
Peter Paul Rudens which was recovered May 7 in Miami
Beach Agents arrested four men who tried to sell the

: US Customs Assistant special agent Keth ’

painting. — AFP/UNB pheta.

A
Birth weight booster

BEIWING: Oxygen supplements to pregnan! women may
boost birth weights in high-altitude areas, a newspaper here
reported Wednesday, says AFP.

Women given oxygen supplements gave birth to bables 108
grams (3.9 ounces) heavier than women in a control group,
according to a study conducted in China's mountainous
northwest province of Qinghal. the China Daily said.

The therapy involved administering oxygen supplements
for one hour a day to women in the 32nd to 38th weecks of
pregnancy. when unborn babies grow the [astest.

Women who received the oxygen therapy and nutrient
supplements gave birth to bables 128 grams (4.6 ounces)
heavier and 2.51 centimeters [one inch) longer than the
control group.

The study was carried out by Li Yanzhu, a physician at the

number one pcople’s hospital in Qinghai's capital Xining. the
newspaper said.
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Glass-domed cities
SYDNEY: Anstralians will have to wear spacesuits and live
in glass-domed cities in the next century unless science can

stop the thinning of the sun-filtering ozone layer. a skin
cancer expert said Thursday, reports Reuter.,

Australiains who have the highest incidence of skin cancer
in the worl! il not be able to go outdoors by the year
2060 will: £ mplete body ‘ protection, Professor Bill
Mcearthy 1 d .. ~urgeons’ conference.

Mccartliy lwad of the Sydney Mclanoma unil. said

ultraviolet radiation. now blocked out by the ozone layer
would cause cancer on contact with unprotected skin,

"If we’extrapolate from what is currently happening with
the ozone layer. if we can't prevent the deterforation, then
ultraviolet will hit earth,” he said in a media release.

Mccarthy, a world authority on ultraviolet radiation, said
recent studies found little had been achicved by moves lo
conserve the ozone layer.

He said active regeneration of the ozone layer might have
to be considered, along with building physical barriers such
as city domes.

- . o

And now micro-mini
L] L La K. L]

skirts in Philippines

MANILA: Micro-mini skirts, heavy make-up and too much
jewellery are distracting the civil servants of the Philippines
and should be barred from government offices, a watchdog lor
the orthodox said on Thursday, reports Reuler.

"A government job is serious weork that requires no
distractions.” said civil service commissioner Chairman
Patricia Sto Tomas.

The micro-mini is “not only distracting to the customers
but even the person might spend a good part of the da
pulling her skirt down so as not (o expose a part of the bu:l’y
which should not be shown™, she said in a radio interview,

Walking shorts, jeans. jogging pants, slippers and clogs are

also unfit for display in government offices, as arc excessive
accessories or jewellery, she said.

US freedom protected by
military : Schwarzkopf

|hlr

WASHINGTON, May 9 : The
Gulf war's winning commander
General Norman Schwarzkopl
Wednesday asked Congress (o
“sacrifice and search 1o win
the peace” just as Allied troops

“*were willing to sacrifice to

win the war”, reports AFP.

Speaking before a joint
session of Congress, the
Commander in Chiel of US
forees in the Gulf also stressed

"the liberties and freedom we

enjoy in this country de nol
come without a price. They are
paid of and protected by the
military.

The general also took the
opportunity to echo one of the
favourite themes of Defence
Secretary Dick Cheney by call-
ing on Congress in their de-
bates on the military budget to
preserve the high quality of
the armed forces, comprised
entirely of volunteers.

“The quality of our armed
forces won the war,” Gen.
Schwarzkopl twold the assem-

“I thank Congress for giving
us the finest milita uqul-iﬁ-:

ment in Lthe world,”

General said. | stand here be-
cause | was granted the im-
mense privilege of command-
ing” the Allied troops.

The Commander in Chiefl's
speech was interrupted by
several standing ovations.

The General also paid
homage to the Alliled troo
which fought alongside US
soldiers.

"When it was shed with
ours, blood did not separaie by
national origin.~ Gen
Schwarzkopl - said.

Visibly moved, the General
also paid tribute o the lamilies
of those who served in the
Gull

“I's your love that gave us

in our darkest hour,”

Gen Schwarzkopl. 56, who
plans to retire within a few
months, finally expressed
gratitude to all “soldiers,
saflors, airmen, marins and



