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The members ol the armed
forces are carrying on relief
opcrations at the cyclone-torn
coastal areas and the offshore

islands. an ISPR press release
said in Dhaka on Wednesday,

.reports BSS.
The army personnel on

Wednesday supplied three lakh
80 thousand ruti for the dis-

tressed people. Oul of these
ruti, one hﬁh 50 thousands
from the Dhaka and Savar
cantonments were air-dropped

at inaccessible areas of
Moheshkhali, Kutubdia. and

Mmh:rﬂ-.
One 20 thousands from

the Chittagong cantonment. 70
thousand from the Comilla

Relief operation

Armed Forces continue relief ===

cantonment and 40 thousand
from the Jessore cantonment
were sent to different destina-
tions including Char Fession.
Char Kukri-Mukri. Char
Mamataz, Hatiya. Monpura,
Char Patila. Dhal Char and Char
Zahiruddin.

Besides. the Chittagong arca
troops dispatched other relief
materials including 20 thou-
sands kgs ol chira. muri, gur
and medicines by helicopters

Earlier. they distributed 10
maunds of ruti, eight maunds
of khichuri, 1000 pieces ol old

cloth, 100 pieces of saree. 100
pieces of lungi. eight groces of
match-boxes and one manund
of chira and muri provided by
the Ladies Club and the
Soldiers. Family Wellare
Association of the Chitltagong
cantonment among the af-
fected people of Kutubdia,
Moheshkhali, Urir Char,
Banshkhali and Sandwip.
Comilla are troops sent
other relief materials including
881 pieces of cloth, 140
jeces of butter bun, 6000
read, 130 tins of biscuits, 50

Special envoy of the German government Bernhard Schweiger addressing a news
conference on Wednesday to announce DM 50m assistance. Ambassador Dr Karl-Heinz
Scholtyssek also spoke on the occasion.

e e — Natlonaliﬁ
roundup

Udelld

JAMALPUR

24 SSC

examinees
expelled
From Our Correspondent

May 8 : At least 24 SSC ex-
aminees were expelled from
different centres for adopting
uniair means on the first day of
the examination in Jamalpur
district.

Al least 7,470 students are

appearing in the SSC examina-
tlon under nine centres of the

visited different cxamination
centres on the first day.
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Twenty-six ol the injured
were admitted to the sadar
I'HJ:ID , and one of them was

Lo ht in a very critical
condition

Witnesses sald the truck
[Jessore-TA-1392) coming
from a side road. hit the

minibus (Bogra-BA-8388) on
the highway at about 7.45 am
at Dighirpara.

The loaded bus tumed wurtle
aflter the ocollision, resulting in
the tragedy.

Drivers of both the vehicles
fled the scene. A case was

lod

’lg injured were fighting
for lifle for shortage of neces-
sary medicine and blood. Local
students and youths were giv-
ing blood voluntarily to save
the victims.

Best c::)llegc_-
teacher

Abdul Jabbar Miah

Mr.
Lecturer in English of
Gevernment Nazimuddin
College was adjudged as the
best college teacher of Mad-
aripur district in the
Education Week 9]

He has a good academic ca-
reer and has got 18 years
teaching experience as a col-
lege weacher. He has success-
fully completed the Foundation
Training and also received

on English conducied
by the Dhaka He has
reputation as a succesxful
teacher

Mr Abdul Jabbar is assoct
ated with many socio culiiral
organtsations of the disirict
He is the General Secretary of

r Zila Unit of the
Federation of Teachers
Association. He is also the
Secretary of Madartipur bskamic
Academy. Viee Presidemt of
Madaripur Shilpakals
Academy Joint Secretary of
Hajera Howlader Diabetic
Assoctation and Vice Preside i
of Anjumane Khedmate

Khadey Madaripr

BARISAIL. May B : It was a
fateful night for more than fifty
lakh people of about 50 islands
along the coast line in the
southern region of the country.

The cyclone has hit the vast
arcas of about 15 districts in-
cluding far-flung char and off-
shore islands. Within two to
three hours the cyclonic storm
washed away at least 30 ofl-
shore islands with its inhabi-
tants, educational institutions,
kutcha, semi-pucca dwellin
catueheads and crops of th F:}'
sands acres of land.

According to an eye wil-
nesses a captain of a
Chittagong bound vessel from
Barisal, dead bodies of men
and women with cattleheads
are floating all together along
the coast line of Sandwip. A
stinky odour has engulfed the
entire environment with the
fast flowing wind.

The tidal surge washed
away as many as 40 thousand
people into the deep sea
although many of them could
come ashore in return tide
some hours back.

Cyclone has also hit
Monpura, an island 18 miles
from mainland Bhola. More
than 40 thousand people of
this island experienced a hor-
rifying nightmare during the
tme of cyclone disaster.

here were only seven cy
clone shelters for men and six
shelters for cattleheads in
Monpura upazila. Those were
very meagre for 40 thousand
inhabitants of the upazila. As a

tins of corn beef, seven pack-
ets of baby food, 230 kgs of
sugar, 7000 kgs of rice, 7400
kgs of wheat, 77 kgs of salt, 75
kgs of dal, 190 kgs of chira. 50
of gur, 525 pieces of saree,
Eg pieces of lungi, 20 pieces
{ shirt, 20 sets of baby gar-
ments and 20 thousands
pieces of water purifying
tablets to different affected ar-
eas.

The Jessore area troops
also sent two and a half tons of
chira and gur to different
places.

The Bogra area troops sent
nine thousand more packets of
dry food containing chira. gur,
sugar and milk power to
Chittagong by road for distribu-
tion to the distressed people.

A Landing Craft Tank (LCT)
of the army in Dhaka is being
loaded with reliefl materials in-
chuding 20 thousand pieces of
saree, 20 thousand pieces of
clothes, 10 thousand pieces of
old clothes, 1 thousand pieces
of bankets, 500 pieces of
tents, 100 pieces of furniture,
30 tomrs of chira, 10 tons of
gur. 10 bales of markin cloth,
1000 pieces of water filter and
100 relief boxes. The vessel is
expected to sail for Bhola to-
Morrow.

Other relief activities of
Chittagong, Comtflla and
Jessore area troops are going
on. Army Medical Teams work-
ing at different places are car-
rying on their medical assis-
tance to the affected people.
Army medical teams from the
Jecsore area are also working
at different remote islands on
board trawlers, the press re-
lease said.

Meanwhile, army personnel
carried out rescue operation at
the tornado-affected village
near Tongi.

They evacuated injured per-
sons to the nearest hospital
and provided other assistance
to the tornado victims in co-
operation with the local ad-
ministration and other con-
cerned agencies.

The army troops from the
local engineer brigade were
sent to the locality immedi-
ately on receipt of information
of the devastating tornado on
Tuesday evening.

Bangladesh Navy has de-
ployed two frigates .to further
expedite the reliefl mission in
the greater coastal areas al-
fected by the cyclone.

The frigates earlier could
not sail because of the closure

result, thousands of people had
lo face cyclonic catastrophe
outside the shelters.

Now Monpura is being con-
sidered as one of the worst af-

fected upazila out of the 47

cyclone hit upazilas in south-
ern region of the country,

It may be recalled here that
this Monpura island was com-
pletely washed away with its all
inhabitants, crops, cattleheads
in the flood of 1970.

No food, no water

Char Nijam. a far-flung is-
land of Monpura upazila is now
seems to be an abandoned
land. Some people are still liv-
ing there having no food or

Milk production

declines
From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, May 8 : Milk
production is declining rapidly
due to decrease of milch cows
in the district.

According to the informed
sources, the number of milch
cows are decreasing due to the

. attack of cattle diseases since

last few years in the district

Recreational facilities are
completely absent in the dis-
trict. There are three cinema
halls which are in poor condi-
tion. Cultural activities are
considerable insignificant.
There is a very poor number of
socio-cultural organisation in
the pourashava. most of which
remain inactive

Cyclone

BHOLA. May 8 : The colossal
damage caused by the cyclone
of April 29 in Bheola district
particularly in the offshore is-
lands could be minimised by
constiructing more cyclone
shelters in those areas. The of-
ficial death figures rose w 219
in the chars within a week.
Many more were feared w0 be
added to this number.

Only 68 cyclone shelters
were constructed in the upazi-
las of Bhola. Daulatkhan. Char
Fasson, Lalmehon,
Tazumuddin., Borhanuddin and

e oflshore is-
lands like Char Nizam.

centres inadequate

By Syed Isa

found to be broken and
twisted. These too very much
inadequate to give shelter
thousands of people including
children hit by the cyclone.

Only 400 tw 500 persons
can be accommodalted in those
cyclone shelters, while thou-
sands remain outside the

under the open air to
[ace the disaster.

Many of the victims
of Daulatkhan, Borhanuddin.
Char Fasson demanded im-
mediate construction of at

of Chittagong Port caused by
the mnken merchant vessels.

These are in addition to the
other 15 naval ships now en-
gaged in relief distribution at
Sandwip, Urirchar, Monpura,
Char Nizan and the adjeining
islands.

Naval ships of Khulna area
Wednesday distributed a. size-

able quantity of relief
received from differcent gov-

ernment agencies,

They also delivered 50
tubewells at Kutubdia received
from the Khulna Public Health
Engi nt:rin% Department.
Besides, the BN personnel also
arranged burial nf 130 decom-
posed bodies of men, women
and children.

Chief of Naval Stall Rear
Admiral Amir Ahmed Mustafa,
who is now extensively visiting
the coastal areas, is personally
supervising entire gamut of re-
liel missions by the BN ships

tem reliel sta-
mug‘h aﬂg:ﬂd ashore set
up by Bangladesh Navy.

Meanwhile, the officers and
sailors of Bangladesh Navy in
Chittagong despatched huge
quantity of cooked food by he-
licopter to Sandwip
Wednesday morning.

They also served cooked
food to the affected people at
Patenga and Katighar in
Chittagong.

Bangladesh Air Force
despatched 47 tons of food-
stufl, medicines and other re-
lief materials to the cyclone al-
fected offshore islands by
transport aircrafts and heli-
copters.

Rich urged to
help cyclone
victims

The State Minister for
Social Welfare and Women
Affairs, Tariqul Islam, Tuesday
urged all elite, journalists and
voluntary organisations to
strengthen and mobilize their
coricerted effort for the aid of
cyclone affected people of
south and south eastern devas-
tated region ol the cuuntry
reports BSS.

He was discussing with rep-
resentatives of local reliel
committee or Borguna districl
after arriving here to supervise
the reliefl distribution work
among the cyclone victims. He

also reviewed the progress of
reliel distribution

From Our Correspondent

drinking water. Actually, none
could give the exact figures of
death and missing persons.
Telecommunications is yet
be restored between mainland
of Bhola and off-shore islands
like Monpura, Dhalchar, Char
Nijam, Charpatila, Char Lulin,
Char Kukrimukri, Char Mota-
har, Char Shiba, Koralia. Char
Jahiruddin, Baharchar., Mag-
nama, Rajakhali, Char Montaj,
Reliel carrying army heli-
copters could manage to drop

reliefl materials in Monpura
and Char Nijam two days back.

Diarrhoea breaks out

Meanwhile, diarrhoea and
other waterborne diseases
have already been broken out
in affected off-shore island ar-
cas but no medical team could
reach there to provide any sort
ol medicare. Drinking water is
still absent in the affected ar-
CELS.

It is learnt that duve to
shortage of vehicles or water
transport reliel materials can
not be sent to the far-flung is-
lands.

Principal Yunus Khan, State
Minister for Education who
recently returned from the
cyclone-hit areas narrated his
shocking experience. He
termed
great disaster for the people of
this southern region. He urged
all w intensify relief ::Eriunnl

tmmediately to save
pﬂph of the cyclone affected

devastation as a

Ehe Daily Star 9
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Acting Chalrman of Jatiya Party Moudud Ahmed dlstr ibuting relief materials
tornado victims at Gazipur on Wednesday.

Jatiyatabadi Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha collecting relief goods in city.

Islanders amnously wait for succour

Intact pages of the holy Quran found over the date tree on

May 5 at villm Aat Anwara in Chittagong.
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that about 10 thousand cattle
head of Char Nizam, Monpura.
[Yhalchar, Char Sakuchia and
Chur Kukrimukri have been
perished on April 29
However, five cyclone shel

ters were reported to have
been built by the Red Crescent
at different places of Bhola lasi
year. But the construction of
another 15 cyclone shelters 1o
be built under the Japanese
Red Cross aid came to & halt

due to red tapism of
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Soclety, according o the unit
chiel of Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society based at Char
Fasson. He, however, hoped
that with the damage of this
year's cyclone at Bhola. the
Red Crescent as well as the
government may come up with
massive construction of cy-
clone sheiters at the offshore

Pucca bridge over
Chitra demanded

MAGURA, May g: Road
communication between
Salikha and Mohammadpur

upazila headquarters is being

hampered due to absence of a
pucca bridge on river Chitra,
reports UNB.

The distance between the
two upazila headquarters is
aboat 20 kilometres and
are connected by road only.

Salikha upazila parishad
constructed a wooden bridge
on the river Chitra two years
back but it broke after a year.

Local people said prices of
consumer goods shot up in
markets as motorised vehicles
carrying -uppﬂrﬂ stopped ply-
ing through the road.

Mecanwhile, three women
alicgedly committed suicide in

separate incidents during
last four days in the dhtrh:t.

According to police,
Ferdousi Begum (18), wi& uf
Abbas Ali of village
der Sadar upazila al gadly
committed suicide by taking
poison recently,

Another Majeda Khatoon
(20), wife of Saheb Ali village
Raipur under Sadar
upazila allegedly committed
suicide by taking poison on the
same day.

it is lea:nt from different
sources that all the suicides
were committed due to their
family troubles. Bodic were
sent o morgue for post-
mortem.

Separate cases were regis-
lered with Magura and
Mohammad pur poliu stations

Relief bodies
formed

MAULVIBAZAR, May 8 :
Maulvibazar pourashava has de-
cided to form a reliel commit-
tee with pourashava chairman
as its convener for the cyclone
and tidal bore affected people,
reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting held on Saturday with

hava chairman in chair.
The reliefl committee started
collecting funds and relied ma-
terials from local

A relief team headed by
Poura Chairman has already
left for Chittagong with reliefl
materiels.

TANGAIL
A report from T adds :
Tangail District Reliel Coor-

dination Committee headed by
the Deputy Commissioner was
formed on Monday at a mee-

ting. here with Deputy Com-
missioner in the chair.

Political leaders, elite of the
town and district level officers
attended the meeting held ‘at
the Deputy Commissioners’
conference room. The
stressed on collecting
materials and ﬁm to
> n-th'

political organisations have

g o E g
Miss Shahana Sultana,

leader of JUBA Red Crescent.
Government Kumudini College
Unit met the students of the
college and them to ex-
tend their hands to
alicviate the suffering of the
pecple in the coastal region.

Mecanwhile CARE, Tangail
has sent 3,000 kg's of fat-
tened rice to the alfected ar-
eas.

Another message from
Netrakona adds : Under the
post-¢yclone relief and rehabil-
ftation mme of the gov-
ernment Netrakona distriet
administration has started
sending relicfl materials te the
cyclone and tidal surge hit ar-
eas., Deputy Commissioner,
Netrakona Abul Kashem told
local newsmen here Saturday.

The Deputy Commissioner
said 1673 kgs of flattened rice
and 300 kgs of molasses have

been sent from here to
the

ANcas Oon an emer-
gency basis.

tration have taken measures to
collect more reliel materials
including foodstufl and clothes
to send o the alfected areas,
the DC added



