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stakes for Gorbachev
Page 6

Metmgﬂlitan
Dhaka Day by Day
The citizens of Dhaka

have begun to grasp
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NEWS BRIEFS

Mrs Fanfani
arrives today

Maria Pia. the wife of
former [talian Prime Minister
Fanlani. arrives in Dhaka today
(Thursday) Lo eXpress
sympathy for the cyclone vic-
tims. Former President of
Italian Senate, Maria Pia Fan
Fania, during her S-days visit,
is expected to call on Acting
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, reports UNB.,

RU students'
donation

RAJSHAHI, May B: Twenty
thousand studentsof Rajshahi
University will donate Tk 10
each to a reliel fund set up for
the cyclone victims. Teachers
and employees of the univer-

sity also donated their one |

day's salary to Prime Minisier's
Reliel Fund.

Former MP
Mohiuddin has been prose-
cuted by the Bureau ol Anti-
Corruption for drawing Tk
1.33.486 from thec Treasury by
cheating the government.

142 medical

teams in Ctg
One hundred fortytwo med-
ical teams have been working
round the clock in the cy-
clone-affected arms of
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar dis-
tricts to control the diarrhoea
situation. an official handout
said. The situation in Noakhali

district is under full control,
reports ISS,

231947, 244297. Fer
excellence in journalism please
read The Daily Star regularly.”
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CHITTAGONG. May 8: The.
country's lone operational
Export Processing Zone (EPZ)
located at only 2.4 kilometres
wes! of the port, faces difficult
times ahead in attracting for-
eign investors.

The confidence of foreign
investors is badly shaken by
the total damage caused to the
embankment that protects
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone (CEPZ) from the high sea
tide. '

The cyclone and tidal bore
of April 29 wrought extensive
damage to plant and inventory
of raw materials and finished
goods at several units at CEPZ.

The preliminary estimates

by Bangladesh Export

' Processing Zones Authorily

Left : The protection embankme

onstruction of embankment on priority basis neede

Unprotected CEPZ
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(BEPZA) put the loss of CEPZ
at Taka 180 crore. The amount
includes losses for the units at
CEPZ in terms of raw materi-
als, finished goods and capital
machinery, and also da

to infrastructural facilities of
BEPZA like gas, electricity and
other installations.

The operational loss for the
units apart, the main worry of
the investors at the Zone cen-
tres round on its exposure to

the sea-side as the embank-
ment has been totally washed

Geoflrey Paul, Director,
Regency Garments Ltd, a cent
per cent US company, told
The Daily Star that the em-
bankment alongside the coast-
line of CEPZ "is the first thing
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From Moazzem Hossain

needed to allow uninterrupted
operations by the units located
here”. The high tide. he said.
will otherwise make it difficult
for the units to operate.

Regency Garments is the
largest export-oriented unit in
the apparel sector in the
CEPZ. The six-million-dollar
unit suffered extensive d
to its raw materials, finished
stocks, electric motors,
sewing machines and other
plant installations because of
the cyclone.

H.S. Song. Managing
Director of 1.5 million US dol-
lar U-Jin Electronics, a cent
per cent Korea-based enter-
prise, echoed what Sri Lankan
national Geoffrey Paul of
Regency Garments said about

the embankment. "The em-
bankment is the to future
operations ol CEPZ". Song ob-
scrved. U. Jin Electronics lost

very delicate electronic raw
materials worth three lakh US

dollars because of the cyclone,

Olympic-Mi Bangladesh
Limited. a cent per cent
Japanese unit producing fish-
ing reel. I'lshln? rod, golf shaft,
gold head. goll club and elec-
trical tools. reported that its
inventory and plant loss would
be about five million US dol-
lars. "The loss of raw materials
and inventory alone will be
about 1.3 million US dollars”,
said Abul Kalam Azad. assistant
manager, export and import
operation of the company. A
strong embankment in two
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husband done to death by Tuesday’s tornado in Gazipur.

—Star photo

death toll 40

-‘Shaharjan

By Staff Correspondent

The death toll in Tuesday's
tornado in Gazipur rose to 40
yesterday as Fire Service per-
sonnel, army jawans and E:Gﬂl

people removed debris in
eight villages.
However. the figure of

death toll given by the Deputy
Commissioner's Control Room
was at varidnce with the figure
of Fire Service which is 1B8.
The rescue operation was
called off at 11 am.

The Upazila Nirbahi
Officer's office gave names of
28 persons who died . They
are : Kuddus (40), Shohana
(Child), Akmal Khan (60) and
his wife Malekzan., Amena
(Child), Zahiruddin (60),
Hakimuddin (50), Khodeja
(unknown). Ibrahim
([unknown), Kadbanu
([unknown), Khorshed Alam
(child), Hazera (child), Selina
(child), Jaharjan (50),
Shahadat Hossain (20).
(unknown), Akbar
Ali (unknown), Masud (child),
Maleka Bibi (child), Anwar
Hossain (child), Shahaj Uddin
(. child)., Sathi child),
Raisuddin (unknown), Osman
All [unknown). Moizunnessa
(50) Shaheda Akhtar
(unknown), Abdus Salam
(unknown) and a six-day old
child.

Two eceramic industries
Standard and Poly Ceramic ,
Haq-Shabda Laboratories,
Green Metal Industries,
Alauddin Rice Mills, and
Jamuna Rice Mills were de-
stroyed in the tornado which
hit on eve About
19 villages were devastated in
the tornado.

As the day dawned yester-

day, people started searching |

for there dear and near ones

under the rubbles. The rescue |

operation was hampered at
night due to bad weather and
See Page 10 Col. 6
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JS session
resumes

today
- Star Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is likely to come
under pressure f[rom the
Opposititon in parliament
when the House resumes its
session today, to involve all po-
litical parties in reliel opera-
tions. Opposition sources lold
The Daily Star that the ruling
party would have to bear the
responsibility ofl the gigantic
task of reliel operation and re-
habilitation #f the Opposition

See Page 10 Col. 2

MPs demand
all-party
relief body

By Staff Correspondent

Thirteen MPs belonging to I

six political parties and an
Independent one at a press
conference Tuesday unani-

mously demanded formation of
a all-party pirlinnnnm?v body
of relief

for smooth eonduct

and rehabilitation for the ey- |

clone-battered people.
The MPs who visited the

See Page 10 Col. 1
Tagore’s birth
anniversary
today

The 130th birth anniversary
of poet Rabindranath Tagore
will be observed today
(Thursday).

On the eve of the day.
Actin President Justice

Ahmed in a mes-
sage said, in all the critical
juncture and political crisis of
the nation it was the message
of the poet which us

See Page 10 Col. 8

Setting up of temporary
field hospitals in remote areas
of the coastal belt. hit by the
cyclone and the tidal bore, is
now urgently needed to save
the survivors from an impend-
ing epidemic of diarrhoeal dis-
cases.

Relief and rescue workers
apprehend that the total ab-
sence of pure drink waler
will help spread the diseases
much faster than is expected.
Life saving drugs are also
unavailable in the alflfected

parts of the offshore islands.

Star Report

Health officials told The
Daily Star that the immediate
requirement of drugs. oral
saline and water purilying
tablets was very high.

Water now available in al-
most all the aflfected places in
contaminated. Decomposed
human bodies and carcasses
fill the shallow pools of water
in fields, ditches and ponds.
Survivors are this pol-
luted water in the absence of
any alternative. Hand tubewells
were swept away by the storm
and with those hand pumps

gone, the only safest means of
water vanished.

Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf went to the
cyclone ravaged areas on
Wednesday to make an on-the-
spot assessment of the total
health situation. He is ex-
pected to stay there for two

Meanwhile, The Daily Star
staffers who extensively toured
many of the ravaged areas re-
ported that the entire health
system has collapsed.
An organised effort with ade-

spitals

quate manpower and materials
can only save the situation.
many survivors said.

So far as distribution of re-
lief materials js concerned, a
coordinated pattern is still
non-existent.

The scanty supply of relief
goods an the haphazard distri-
bution of those have done little
help to the millions of sur-
vivors.

Non- tal Organ-
izations (NGOs) engaged in

rtli:ﬁtma!mp-nl
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phases — primary and sec-
ondary — should immediately
be constructed to save the
CEPZ. another senior offictal of
the company said.

The Japanese investments
in Olympic-Mi is about 28 mil-
lion US dollars.

The BEPZA has meanwhile
requested Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
who is Chairman of the
Authority to issue directives to
the concerned ministry to take
up construction of the em-
bankment [rom zero point at
the estuary of the river
Karnaphuli to the north up to
Kumira peoint. Without con-
struction of the embankment,
it will be difficult to keep the
operations at CEPZ going and

d

atlract new investments, the
sources said.

The distance between the
zero point and Kumira is about
30 kilometres. The construc-
tion of the embankment will
require over Taka 300 crore.

BEPZA sources said, the
CEPZ has suffered a major jolt
because of the cyclone at a very
inop une moment. There
has a very encouraging
response from the foreign in-
vestors to the investment op-

rtunities in CEPZ over the

t one year in particular,

_they said. "Every month we

have been recetving four or five
delegations from abroad. show-
ing keen interest in invest-
ments in the Zone", they

See Page 10 Col. 1

Donors want shifting of airbase from Palenga
41 Airforce planes

damaged in cyclone

By Moinuddin Naser

Forty-one aircraft including

35 F6s. donated by Pakistan

and four Soviet-made heli-

copters were da at the
BAF base in Chittagong during
the April 29 cyclone.

The Air Chiel Ailr Vice
Marshal Mumtazuddin Ahmed
talking to this correspondent
said that the aireraft were
taken to Chittagong for over-
hauling and were not service-
able, while the helicopters
(MI-17s), bought from the
Soviet Union were not yet
formally handed over to the
Bangladesh Air Force.

The cyclone caused exten-
sive to the air base and
naval base at Patenga in
Chit

When this correspondent
tried to visit the Air Force base
on May 3, he was restrained by
the members of the law-en-
forcing agencies.

The Air Chief when con-
tacted yesterday said that
there was some misinforma-
tion on the damages to the air-
base, and so, to avoid any sert
of exaggeration. the area was
closed to general visits.

The Air Chiefl however
claimed that all the aircraft
and the helicopters were still
repairable.

He said that as the aircraft
were not serviceable and air-
worthy, they did not take the

risk of removing them [rom
Patenga.

Some of the aircraft, which
were airworthy had been re-
moved carlier. he claimed.

He said that those atrcraft
had been taken there for re-
pairs, but due to the nonavail-

ability of spares the repairs

He that they had writ-
ten to Pakistan to

spares for the r:pnlﬂ.:lrlt'l?e

aircralt received

Pakistan.
He said that Pakistan has

See Page 10 Col. 3

Telelinks with
outside world
to be restored
in two weeks

from

Star Report
A lemporary ol is
underway to make the
Betbunia Satellite Earth

Station operative. Authorities
hope to complete the job

within two weeks, while the
recenstruction of the mi-

crowave tower in Chittagong

will require months.

Betbunia station, about 10

kilometres from CHhittagong

See Page 10 Col. 6
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| Drive carefully and observe
| all traffic rules. The man
you are likely to kill by rash
|len¢ may be yourself.

0 PAGES: PRICE TAKA 300

s
:

§
;

|
£

]

i
11
i!‘

i
i

E
1

hit areas
‘s Basar

8
:
;

Cox's

¢

s’
|

el
i
il

;
¥
|
g
H

afler his  ar-
rival. he handed over at Zia
International Airpo
tonnes of Thal rice o F

Minister ASM Mustafizur
Rahman as part of Thailand's
reliefl to the cyclone aflfected

Thalland. responding to
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's appeal for international
assistance, extended cash do-
nation of Baht two milllon
(about Taka 27.84 130).
medicines worth Baht [ive
million (Taka 6.69,60.326)
and five thousand metric tons
of rice worth Taka

See Page 10 Col. §

US to make
meaningful
contribution,
says Solarz

WASHINGTON, May 8: US
Congressman Stephen J.
Solarz, Chairman, House Sub-
Committee on Asian and
Pacific Affairs said Tucsday the
United States would once
again make “meaningful con-
tribution”., sooner than later,
to mitigate sufferings of the
cyclone affected people of

in the same man-
ner it came to the assistance of
the: people after the 1988
floods. reports BSS,
The people of Bangladesh
are very much “in our
thoughts” said the
Co sman at a briefing of
the Sub-Committee on Capital
Hill on cyclone disaster in
&r‘lduivh: said. in the next
few days they would see how
best they could maximise the
American contribution for the

See Page 10 Col. 3

$ 197.454m
overseas

aid pledge

The country has so lar re-
ceitved ald commitment of
197.4564 millon US dollars
from 36 donor countries and

agencies, the Information
Secretary said, Wednesday. re-
port Agencies.

Briefing newsmen at Hotel
See Page 10 Col. 7

INDIA STEAMSHIP

CO.LTD.
NOTICE

THIS IS TO NOTIFY THAT WE HAVE APPOINTED
M/S ARKAY SHIPPING LIMITED, BCIC BUILDING (14TH FLOOR)
30-31, DILKUSHA COMMERCIAL AREA, DHAKA-1000 (BANGLADESH),

PHONE NO: 833419, 252610, 242769, TELEX NO: 632291 A/B ARKAY BJ,
FAX NO : 880-2- 833419 AS OUR AGENT FOR BANGLADESH FOR

)

THE PORTS OF CHITTAGONG AND MONGLA W. E. F. 2.5.91

IN PLACE OF WS. M. M. ISPAHANI LTD., CHITTAGONG AND
HENCEFORTH ALL MATTERS RELATING TO INDIA STEAM SHIP CO. LTD.
SHOULD BE DEALT WITH THROUGH M/S. ARKAY SHIPPING LTD. DHAKA.

INDIA
STEAMSHIP CO. LTD.

21, HEMANTA BASU SARANI
CALCUTTA-700001
INDIA.



