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PARIS, May 7: lraql opposi-
leaders touring Europe
on Monday they opposed
between Kurdish rebels
President Saddam Hussein
not to

warned
promises of autonomy

T
i

%

iraq.

The Kurd, lzz Al-Din
Pirwari, did not attend their

news conference.

Kurdish leaders have said
Saddam agreed to Kurdish au-
tonomy in talks in ad
after the collapse of the
Kurdish rebellion that followed
the Gulf War.

The opposition leaders in
Paris said lraqf troops had
failed to crush the rebels and a
guerilla war was continuing
around Iragi cities.

“The revoit has not been
completely vanguished. Action
is continuing. not with the
same strength.,” said Abdul

Al-Safi, leader of the
Iraqi Communist Party.
* Maliki said the group had
met Foreign Ministry officials

Gorbachev cedes coal |
fields to Yeltsin

MOSCOW, May 7 : Mikhail
Gorbachev ceded coal
fields to Russian republic
leader Boris Yeltsin, easing a
long-standing domestic con-
flict, and won pledges of for-
cign support from French
President Francois Mitterrand,
reports Reuter.

Under an agreement born
ol recent cooperation accords
between the two rivals. the
Kremlin handed over the

Cambodian
ceasefire to
be reviewed

UNITED NATIONS, May 7:
UN Secretary Genéral Javier
Perez de Cuellar, France and
Indonesia announced on
Monday they would send three
military officers to review the
first ceasefire in Cambodia’'s
12-year civil war, reports
Reuter.

The team is expected o ar-
rive in southeast Asia thrt:.l
week, led by Major-Gene

Dibauvama, military ad-
viser to the Secretary-General.
plus Colonels from France and
Indonesia.

The mission is in response
to a request from the
Cambodian government. which
asked the United Nations for
observers acceptable to both
side to come to Combodia and
pave the way for a formal
ceascfire. UN sources said.

FRIERRY

striking Siberian. Rostov and
Komi mines to Russian control.

The move could end a two-
month-old strike and open the
way for broader powersharing
between republics and the
"centre”.

“The mining industry is in
working condition and that
will allow a quick end to the
strike,” Yeltsin told parlia-
ment.

But Gorbachev's success in
forging agreement, in the face
of hardline pressure in his
Communist Party, ucm:d
tempered by doubts over his
international standing.

Gorbachev echoed com-
ments he made to Tass news
agency on Sunday accusing
mm:!:mcdu. wgt:m and
Soviet. of drawing hasty con-

clusions about a lagging in per- .

estroika. He urged western
countries. not to write off his
reforms and said there were

rs of a new cold war if
they turned their backs.

He told a t news confer-
ence with visiting President
Mitterrand he had a firm grip
on the rudder of the Soviet

"We're charting new
courses in perestroika in very
bad weather. The instruments
are out of order and the crew
is not as united as it might be."
he said, "But it follows the

course we set.”

Mitterrand, clearly eager to

dispel suggestions that support
inrpaorhncl'm was waning in

the west, praised the Soviet
President's achiev-ements.

6 Blacks shot dead in Johannesbux;g'

Gunmen ambushed a bus and shot dead six Blacks on Monday
in a township northeast of Johannesburg. South African police
said. Reuter reports from Johannesburg.

A Black gunman stopped the bus in Temblsa township by

shooting at the driver. a s

pokesman said. Up to seven more

Blacks then boarded the bus and opened fire with AK-47 ri-

fles, shotguns and pistols.

The spokesman said no other details were available about
the attack. which raised the death toll in township violence

in the last six days to 108.

OAU favours African as UN chief :

The leader of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU)
expressed support on Monday for an African candidate for the

post of UN Secretary-

. Reuter reports from Lagos.

OAU Secretary-General Salim Ahmed Salim said Africa had
people with the right credentials to succeed Peruvian Javier .
Perez de Cuellar, the news agency of Nigeria reported.

Salim, a Tanzanian who made an unsuccessful bid for the

UN
rally behind one candidate.

post in the 1980s, said he hoped African countries would

Charles, Diana visit Prague :&-

tain's Prince Charles and Princess Diana began a

-day visit

to Czechoslovakia on Monday with a walk about to meet some

citizens, Reuter reports

from Prague.

The heir to the British throne and his wife \Feﬂr; rtt_':ct at
Prague airport by the senior surviving member o ormer
Czech Aristocracy, Prince Karl Schwarzenberg, who now runs

President Vaclav Havel's office.

After a ceremonial welcome from Havel and his wife Olga

at
in Central Pragu

castle, where will stay, they
u?tu lay a wreth at the Equestrian

went to Wenceslas

Statue of Saint Wenceslas, the Patron Saint of Bohemia.,

Indo-Nepal

border to be closed :

The Indian-Nepalese border will be closed for three days

between May 10-12, in an appare
< 's General Election, the Nepalese

in firearms prior to Nepal
Home

nt bid to prevent any traffic

said Monday in Kathmandu, reports AFP.
The dicision was taken Saturday

at a meeting of Nepalese

and Indian Border Security Personnel in Rupandehi, south-
west of Kathmondu, a ministry sourge said.

tourists bound for Kathmandu and Nepalese going
to India for medical treatment will still be allowed to cross

the border. the source said.

The border closure was aimed at preventing any disruption
of the elections on May 12, the source added.

Kurds to be re
Some 200,000 Iraqi
repatriated in the next few

i to homes:

, most of them Kurds, will be
days to their towns and villages in

northern Iraq, General Jay Garner, Commander of the US

forces said on Monday, AFP reports from Zakho.
Gen. Garner told a press conference at US headquarters

necar Zakho that the oper

ation intended to get refugees

will-

ing to leave back to their homes as quickly as possible.

5 Georgian regions declared disaster zones :

Five mountain

hit by the recent
zone, Novostl reports

regions in the north of Georgia, including
Sachkheri, Oni, Ambrolauri, Dzhava and Tsage

., have been declared a disaster
from Tiblisi.

ri. the hardest

According to the statement made by Geor President
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the zone has an area of 5,700 square
kilometres and a population of more than 100.000. In pre-
liminary estimates, ut 80 per cent of residential buildings
and production premises have been destroyed. Heavy casual-
ties and thousands of injured persons have been reported.

in Aritain and France and
planned to visit German.

Another report says : A
1.,440-man UN force has
completed its deployment
along the Iraq-Kuwait border
and is ready to assume iis
monitoring and observation
duties, a UN spokesman an-
nounced ort Monday.

This clears the way for the
departure of United States
troops from the zone, extend-
ing 10 km (six miles) into Iraq
and five km (three miles] into
Kuwait.

The force, called the UN
Iraqg-Kuwait Observation
Mission (UNIKOM), was sel up
in accordance with a ceasefire
resolution which the Security

- Council adopted on April 3.
UNIKOM is commanded by

aaaaaa

it

Major-Oeneral Gunther
Orvindl of Austria.

It comprises some 300 mil-
itary observers from morc than
30 countries and about 680
infantrymen to protect them.
as well as engineering. logis-
tics and air units.

A refugee camp run by the
United States army near
Safwan, on the Iragi side of the
border. has been closed after
about two months and all the
unhabitants flown to a camp in
Rafha, Saudi Arabta.

The refugees sought US
protection alfter Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein
crushed revolts which swept
the mainly Shi'tte Muslim
south of Iraq and the Kurdish
rﬁrth in the wake of Irag ~ de
AR IR LT CGiall wew

highway leading to Kuwail. 100 km north of Kuwait city.

International

Saddam's autonomy offer not
to be trusted : Opposition

Captured Afghan
governor escapes

PESHAWAR, May 7 : The
captured Govermor of an

by Mujahigecn gueriiia s
month ago escaped along

with a number of government
generdls held by rebels, the
rebel news agency media said
on Monday. Reuter
it quote
commander Muafi Khan as say-
ing Sadar Gul and the
had from n
bases. Another
ncy said the escape took
ce last week.

Gul was not among the se-
nior government officials put
on show by the Pakistan-based
Mu after they cap-

tured the eastern Garrison of

Khost at the end of March.
The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross has
said guerillas captured around
2.700 government
and officlals In Khost.

Delhi a brother, Beijing on

ly a friend

'India factor' stalks

less than one month to go for
Nepal's first multi-party elec-
tions in 32 years the
Himalayan kingdom's relations
with its giant southern neigh-
bour. India, as emeiged as a
major electoral issue, reports
IPS. '

Till recently, Nepal used to
be ruled by a dynasty of absao-
lute monarchs who strived 10
steer a equidistant course be-
tween India and China, often
playing one ofl against another.

The monarchy also bent
over backwards to be friendly
with China to balance Nepal's
closer economic and cultural
aflinity to India.

But a popular uprising last
year stripped King Birendra of
his ‘absolute powers, lifted a
ban on parties and turned the
King into a constitutional
monarch.

The centrist Nepali
Congress and an alliance of
communist parties which led
the revolt took over and share
power.

The two are also the main
contenders in the May 12
elections and one of the chiel
issues diving the two parties is

the sensitive and highly emo-

tional subject of Nepal's rela-
tions with India.
The Communist Party of
Nepal (CPN).,which is com-
of the united, Marxist
and Leninist factions, has used
the Nepali Co perceived
closeness to India as a whip to
flog its rival.
"Our nation is in danger be-
cause of the pro-Indian stand

taken by the Nepali Congress.”

said CPN leader Nirmal Lama
in a newspaper interview last
week.

Hiranya Lal Shrestha. a re-
tired university professor and a
sympathiser of the moderate
Marxist line, feels the Nepali
Congress is soft on India.

"The Nepali Congress has
contributed to the cause of
democracy. but it is work in

King Birendra reduced to a
figurehead ? :

safeguarding our national in-
terests,” he said.

The left's main concern is
that Nepali Congress stalwart
and interim Prime Minister
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai is be-
holden to his friend. Indian
Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar, for support.

Shekhar's visit to Nepal car-
liecr this year highlighted this

KATHMANDU: Banners bearing parly slogans and election symbols are now a par| of urban

landscape as the May 12 election day approaches.

Nepali electioneering

KATHMANDU, May 7 : With

closeness and therc were alle-
gations then that the Nepali
Congress was about to "sell
out” Nepal's water resources to
India.

Aside from suspicious here
that India has "designs” to
dominate Nepal politically is
the fear that New Delhi wants
leverage in harnessing Nepal's
Himalayan rivers for power and
irrigation projects that would
benefit India more than Nepal.

The elections are crucial
because under a new constitu-
tion, whichever”party gets a
two-thirds majority can ratify
a new treaty on joint water
projects with India.

“The Nepali Congress wants
a two-thirds majority because
it wants to sell out water re-
sources and nationalism to
india, thundered CPN leader
Sahana Pradhan at a leftist rally
here this week.

Bhattarai himself has tried
to explain his stand. saying his
party Is no less devoted to na-
tionalism than the left.

But statements like the one
by Napali Congress supreme,
Ganesh Man Singh. that "Nepal
is India's brother, but China is
a friend” have not helped clear
his party's pro-Indian percep-
tion.

In theory, a pro-Indian im-
age would an electoral Ha-
bility among Nepal's 18-million
people who are proud that
their country has never becn
colonised.
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Ethnic rio

ots in Washington:

night
was shot in the chest by a po-
lice officer whp said he had

l‘:‘:l!:dll her with a knife
she was arresting him

hour rock-and bottle-th
melee in a racially mi
neighbourhood known as

Chlorine gas
leakage creates
panic in
Nevada

HENDERSON (Nevada). May
7 : A chemical plant spewed
chlorine gas for nearly six
hours Monday prompting

‘thousands of people to flee

their homes and shutting
down much of this city ol
70,000, reports AFP.

No setious injuries were
reported, but at least 29 m
ple sought treatment at a
hospital and others went to
fire stations complaining of
soreness of breath.

Fire ment spokesman
Bob Leinbach said the chlorine
gas lecaked from the Pioneer
Chemical Plant, which pro-
duces chlorine compounds for
swimming pools. The leak be-
gan at 2.30 am (0630 GMT)

CGMT).

A Greenish cloud hunr over
the city, said Joe Mack of radio
of Henderson.

It's real eerfe on the streets

‘because most of the businesses

arc closed, said Mack.
Highways in and out of the

city were closed. schools were

shut down. and two school

gymnasiums were turned into ,

shelters.

Clark county manager Pat
Shalmy said authorities were
treating the spill as a very se-
rious emergency.

3 CBS newsmen
missing 1n
Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY. May 7 :
Three members of a CBS news
team assigned here have been
missing since Saturday and
were last seen on a road lead-
ing to the southern Iragi city
of Basra. a spokeswoman for
the US network said Monday.
reports AFP.

The three men left the
Hotel International here at
around 9.00 am (0600 GMT)
Saturday, heading north on
their day off,

Dare.” reports AP.

driver, swaps sexual

media attention.

"Blond Ambition” tour.

vestigation for alle
artworks, police

Martin said.

recovered.

developing

Reuter .
A separate study
searchers at Mon

NEWYORK: Madonna said she's a little nervous about her
straight-laced father's reaction to her new movie. “Truth or

Lewis did not return a phone message secking comment.

Fat is dangerous

SEATTLE (Washington): People who reduce the amount of
saturated fat in their diet could substantially cut their-risk of
three of the most common forms of cancer. ac-
cording to a Hawaiian medical study released here. reports

"He should definitely see it. but at a private screening.” she
said. "1 think it will be painful for him but ultimately necessary
and growth-provoking. like all truth.”

Madonna said the movie. in which she curses like a truck
gossip with pal Sandra Bermhard and
Mocks Kevin Costner behind his back. s not just a ploy for

"The point of the movie is not so much to reveal my personal
ltfe. but to reveal life in general.” she said in an interview
published Sunday in the New York Times.

The film. which opens Friday, was shot during her 1990

Jerry Lewis' son
in trouble

LOS ANGELES: Jerry Lewis' son, Christopher, is under in-

possession of stolen limited - edition
, reports AP

Lewis, 33, of Pebble Beach. was released on 5.000 doliars
bail Wednesday after surrendering to authorities in northern
California. and will be arraigned in Los Angeles Municipal Court
on Juen 3. Detective Bill Martin said

Lewis was booked by sherifl's deputies in Monterey County
for investigation of receiving and concealing stolen property.

His arrest stems from a Nov. 28 burglary of 16 limited -
edition graphics that were stored at a facility in suburban Van
Nuys by American Designs Limited. Martin said. The prints
were valued at 200.000 dollars.

In an undercover operation. police purchased 19 of the
stolen prints in suburban Sherman Oaks and the San Francisco
area and “learned that the suspect selling the graphics was
Christopher Lewts.” Martin said.

Armed with a search warrant, detectives combed Lewis’
Pebble Beach home and his fine-arts business in nearby Del Rey
Oaks. Martin said. Detectives would not disclose if anything was

nted over the weekend here by re-
s Mcgill University. however. concluded
that following recommended dictary fat and cholesterol levels
would only lengthen a person's life an average of 44 days.

The Hawaii study concluded that people consuming low
levels of fat, such as a traditional Ja
diet high in fat would reduce their risk of developing lung
cancer by 20 per cent. cut their prostate cancer risk by 14 per
cent and breast cancer by 15 per cent.

The findings were released at a weckend mecting of the
American Federation for Clinical Research.

diet, rather than a

66 Kashmiris killed

NEW DELHI, May 7 : Indian
troops intercepted and killed
at least 86 Muslim militants
who clandestinely crossed the
Pakistan border into Indian
Kashmir a government
spokesman said here Monday,
reports AFP.

Sunday’s operation was the
largest ambush of its kind by
security forces battling a vio-
lent secessionist campaign in
the northern provinee, India's
only Muslim majority state.

The 66 killed were mem-
bers of a 300-strong group of
militants ambushed by the
army in Kupwara district, near
the line of control demarcati
Indian-and Pakistan-contro

parts of Kashmir, the
spokesman said.

He saild Indian forces had
scized 66 AK-47 assault rifles,
five machine guns, four rocket
launchers nine pistols and re-

volvers and 8,000 rounds of

ammunition after a three-hour

shoot-out.

No Indian military casual-
ties were reported from the
gunbattle which followed the
army ambush in the
Chowkibalarea of Kupwara. in
Northern Kashmir.

The spokesman said three
suspected Muslim militants
were captured. Some fled back
into Pakistan-held Kashmir, he
said, adding the number of
dead could be higher because
details of the shoot-out were
still ecoming in.

New Delhi has frequently
charged that Muslim militants
fighting for the secession of
Indian Kashmir enjoy a safe
haven in the Pakistan-con-
trolled part of the territory.

Pakistan, which disputes
the ownership of Kashmir and
holds its northern third, has

expressed moral support for
the sccessionist campaign but
denies harbouring. arming or
training the militants.

The Indian spokesman ae-
cused Pakistani forces of en-
gaging in f nt mortar. ar-
tillery and small arms fire in

the Kupwara area over the mra:l
four days to distract Indian

troops and enable Muslim mili-
tants to sneak in.

lslamabad has rejected such
allegations In the past.

The Kashmir dispute, the
chiel bone of contention be-
tween the two south Asian
neighbours, has taken the two
countries to war Iwice since
independence from British
rule in 1947.

Tensions escalated with the
Muslimm militant cam flar-
ing in 1988, but were defused

by diplomatic gestures.
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Country can no longer afford

unstable govt :

CALCUTTA, May 7 :
Congress-1 President Rajiv
Gandhi has said the country
can no longer afford an unsta-
ble government at the centre
as also a hung parllament at
the cost of national integrity

and progress, reports PTL
Aafdm-i.ng a large gather-
ing at Park here in

the early hours of the day
Gandhi said political instability
and wrong decisions in the
past |15 months had threat-
ened the unity and integrity of
the country as it has allowed
terrorists and secessionist
forces to gain control over
some stales again.

The “"misrule” of the VP
Singh and Chandra Shekhar
governments had not only low-
ered the country’s prestige but
pushed it to the brink of an
economic disaster, he said
adding as a result, "we are now

going to the foreign countries
with a begging bowl.”

Gandhi, during his whirl-
wind tour of West Bengal had
to skip two of his 15 meetings
as he was much behind sched-
ule.

T Andhi., in his 40-minute
speech, mostly devoted to
Punjab election, was heard
with attention by the huge
crowd as he appealed to them
to give Congress-l “another
chance” to save them from the
present morass.

Expressing fear that the
militants in Punjab might

come o in that state
ﬂﬂ.ﬂ:l:“'m#umn

the instance of the panthic

committee in Pakistan, CGandhi

pealed to other parties to

z-udn: from elections there

as it would have “"dangerous
uences”

The Congress-l chiel de-

TAY
ifended his s dectsion o
boycott the Punjab poll saying
the situation Lhere was still not

conducive for holding a fair
and [ree election.

Castigating the Chandra
Shekhar government for
ordering eclections in Punjab,
Gandhi alleged that the gov-
ernment was forced to take
this decision on the pressure
fom the panthic commitiee.

"How can the people of
Punjab vote freely when mili-
tants are running the roost and
even policemen are rrl.milml
with security guards 7° he

accused the Chandra Shekhar
government of allowing a rel-

erendum of Khalistan lssuc by
anneuncing eclections In
Pusnjsb.



