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Open channel
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If this is a familiar phe-
nomenon. we must still note

s il i t difference

to face the kind of disaster ©ON€ .

that hit the country last week in the past. BBC capitaliscd

and focussed on fact that on the .[fatlure of the
no cyclone shelter had media to report on

been built a the coastal the crisis, whether it was flood

beit between 1978 and now or an agitation against the gov-

butlt. until 1978, could ac-

commodate no more than
three cent of the people In

ernment, with objectivity.
To a great extent, this is no

longer the case. Newspapers
are now ly free to report
on the aftermath of the catas-

.'M were e trophe 1l the relief
as well as on

| :Thh:;: operation as they like. If the

Emlﬂlbrmm- Press has not yet used this

tive of the Red Crescent and

commented on. believe it or '@nt developments went unre-
not, by Hasna Moudud, the ported during the first week — |
wife of the former Viece 1it1s due to its old: practice of
President in the Ershad Playing safe

freedom fully — some impor-

On the.ulhcr hand. the

‘the broad of the per- remains totally under the gov-

formance of the present BNP
administration. Two more sur-
voices. The British High
muhner to Bangladesh,
Colin Imray applauded Begum
Khaleda Zia's nal com-
mitment to fight corruption,
while Gauhar Rizvi, a London-
based Pakistani expert on
South Asian aflairs spoke. cor-
rectly but somewhat patronis-
., on the emormous prob-
lems facing the new clected
government of Bangladesh.
The commentary was over
in five minutes, but without
anyone presenting the view-
t for the administration.
commentaries probably
included statements by official
representatives.)

ernment control, has taken a
somewhat sentimental. rather
than a professional. approach
to the crisis. About its report-
ing skill. the less said the bet-
ter.
It is not just the old habit of
safe that has prevented
the local media from providing
our Eeoplc with the fullest
possible information on the
catastrophe. A major problem
lies with the administration.
While the government. at
different levels, has presented
no significant obstacle to our
reporters and photographers.
it has failed to set up a proper
channel for information. So F:r.
there has been no daily coor-
dinated high-level or authorita-
tive briefing, ei in Dhaka
or Chittagong, with the result

Govt has failed tO  that reporters hf.r;nm differ-

ent versions same re-

tackle post-cyclone port from au?im .nu.-..-E.
. . in

situation et o i Bt

By Staff Correspondent  Vversion. have picked up

The S5-party Alliance has
criticised the Government's
‘fatlure’ in tackling the after-

N in a pa area.
math of the catastrophic cy P The D e L
: 'Th‘l: huge losses suffered dia {is' somewhat different.
the Chittagong Air Force h“? Since the -dndmntnl:tiun sces
the naval Installation, tasa channel for reaching

Chittagong Port and Air Port
proved that Government's
reparations to face the im-
ing disaster was inade-

. A. F. M. Mahbubul Huq,
Convenor of the Alliance, said
at a press conference on

"If the Government was
alert it would be possible to
save the naval ships and Air
Force planes by moving them
elsewhere”, he said adding
thus the country could save
four to five thousand crore

Taka.
The Government f[ailed
again in conducting the relief
for the millions of

survivors who were still pass-

unsubstantiated rumours and.

in many cases, used their own
judgement in assessing the

the outside world, it is in-
clined to give it a prelerential
treatment. However, in the
present crisis, it has taken the
government one full week to

set up the media centre for

foreign
now in '

It is important for the gov-
ernment to c:fprtciate that the
situation Is for improve-
ment.

In coming wecks. a number
of reports and storjes, relating
to the disaster, will be getting
more and more attention in
the local media as well as in
the foreign press. At one stage
or another, the administration
will be to comment on

news correspondents

. them and state the relevant
ing their days in agony. he ; -
"Heln:f SRS ils e o Just to give a few examples

sent to Kutubdia. Chakaria.
Nizhumdip. Sandwip. Cox's
Bazar, Hatiya and Bhola even
after four days of the killer cy-
clone that ravaged the areas,

le would be asking for a

Il report. on the circum-
stances leading to the damage
or destruction of the
Air Force aircralt

he said and helicopters at Patenga; the
: txl.:l-lt of da caused to the

He said satellite station at Bethbunia
were informed u::‘::n: and a possible time schedule

tion of reliel materials™.

tef materials were
handled by rmment offi-
cials and activists of a particu-
lar party: but there should be a
national reliefl committee

comprising different political
parties, he added.

L

Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan,
Convenor of BSD, Sharif Nurul
Ambia, Joint E-ecn:tnl"y. JSD
{inu). Bimal Biswas of United
Communist League, Naim
Jahangir of Oikya Prokriya,
Hazera Sultana of Workers
Party and Mainuddin Khan
Badal of were present at
the press conference at BSD

for its return to minimum op-
erational capacity; and a reli-
able projection of a threatencd
emergency crisis in

Ehl:ﬁ:ah.
questions may repre-

sent no more than a tip of an
icebe In time, many more
difficult ones will be asked.

It is important for the ad-
ministration to face the situa-
tion openly and squarely and
provide the press with an open
channel for information. The
failure to do so would hurt the
credibility of an administration
whichr enjoys. tremendous

goodwill among the people, an
administration which is enti-

s
United Nation Disaster Relief Organisation Coordinator Hamed Essafi called on Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her office Monday.

DHAKA TUESDAY MAY 7. 1991

1

—PID pheto

Teresa offers moving the
old to safe pla

Mother Teresa, whose con-
cern for the afflicted people
has earned her world acclama-
tion and also a Nobel Prize, de-
scribed the eyclone and tidal
surge which had battered the
coastal belt of Bangladesh as
the worst type of natural

, reports BSS.
She said the devastation.

Flash flood in
Sylhet remains
unchanged

The flash flood in the Sylhet

district. caused by significant
rise of the Khowai, the
Kushiara and the Manu duri::g
the last two days., remain
unchanged Monday, Teports
UNB. :
Flood Forecasting Centre
yesterday said, the flood situa-
tion due to onrush of water
from the upper reaches will
also remain unchanged till 6
am Tuesday.

The Khowai at Habiganj
marked an abrupt rise of 2.5
meters in the 24 hours
Monday and was flowing 60 cm
above its danger level. The
river is likely to rise further,
the Centre said.

River Kushiara at Sheola,
which crossed its mark
Sunday. receded slightly but
was still flowing 20 e¢m above
the flood level.

causcd by the catastrophe. was
shocking. She was ups€t at the
scale of the devastation.

The Nobel laureate made
these remarks when she met
the Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed at
President's Secretariat

Monday morning. She said the
number of the dead in the rav-

aged areas were so many.

She offered to pick up the
affected children and old peo-
ple from the ravaged areas and
take care of them In sale
places until their homes had
been reconstructed.

The Acting President highly
appreciated her concern for
the suffering humanity.

Meets Khaleda
Mother Teresa also called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia at her Secretariat office
Mo

Mother Teresa expressed |

her deepest concern and sym-
pathy for the cyclone affected
millions living in the coastal
belt of the country. She said
"we are here to help the dis-
tressed humanity in every way
we can'”,

Begum Zia wished long life
of Mother Teresa and thanked
her for coming to Bangladesh
to serve the distressed hu-
manity of the country. This,
she said, would certainly boost

~'Writ petition
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order with regard
Rule Nisi sought for.

M. Saleem Ullah, an advo-
cate of the High Court Division
and Secretary General of the
Association for Democratic and
Constitutional Advancement of
Bangladesh, has sought a man-
date upon the Election
Commission under Article
102(2) of he Constitution to
hold elections by June 4, 1991
in pursuance of Clause (2B) of
Article 123 and for that pur-
pose issuance of a notification
in the official Gazette calling
upon the electorate to elect
the President and the Vice
President specifying the elec-
tion schedule under the
Presidential Elections Ordi-

to the

nance.
MI Farooqui with
Mohammad Mohsen Rashid

appeared for the petitioner.

MI Farooqui submitted that
Vice-President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed is a per-
son in the office under Article
55A "to hold the office of Vice-
a Vice-

(Mahbub) office. tled to all the support it can
nerate from the media at | President until
’ me and abroad. President elected to fill such
Relief measures

From Page 1 Col. 2

President various measures
taken by the government for
ruchiﬁhlucmur to the cy-
clone cted people of the
coastal belt.

Threadbare discussion was
also held for further accelerat-

ing the of relief activities
in mm areas.

The senfor members of the
Cabinet and-the Chief Whip of

the Jatiya Sangsad were pre-
sent.

1.5 cr affected

From Page 1 Col. 3
returning from Bhola to Dhaka
yesterday, claimed that relief
was quite inadequate and that
hundreds of people are
starving since the last few
days.

Deputy Commissioner of
Bhola left for those offshore
islands only yesterday
accompanying district relief

coordinator from the

1 f : . government and former
ambassador to Japan Hedayetul

Court 0 mqun-y Haque. They carried some

From Page 1 Col. 8
Commodore, an Alr
Commodore and a Brigadier,
says a spokesman of the
President’'s Secretariat.

The court of inquiry is to

- find out the causes of da
to aircraft and vessels at the
Chittagong Air Force and Naval
bases during last week's cy-
;Ion: and fix responsibility for
It will start ingquiry today
‘and submit its re-

mage |

| food, old clothes, orsaline and

medicines. But, because of the
bad weather in the Shahbajpur
channel, it is not yet known
whether they could reach
those places at all. |
Shortage of relief materials
and necessary funds for
nmn:ﬁn temporary shelters
for gcyclnne victims is
compounding their miseries.

So far the government has
sanctioned only 15 lakh Taka

for the eight lakh cyclone

three days. affected people of this island
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district.

Some opined that more
than fifty crore Taka was
'needed to help the victims
reconstruct their houses.

Robert J Retitmeier, the
director of a British-funded

NGO said that the situation is

likely to become worse when
the cyclone affected pecople
start looking for work and
find no jobs as the standing
crops have been levelled and
no labour will be needed for
harvesting.

He also apprehended the
outbreak of diarrhoea in the
district.

Many fishing boats, engine
boats and trawlers of Monpura,
Char Fashion, Daulatkhan and
Tajamuddin upazilas were still
reported to be missing.

MP from Char Fashion
Principal Nazrul Islam also
claimed that more than 200
fishing boats of Mbnpura and
Char Fashion were missing and
hundreds of fishermen were

+ these two upazilas.

A Formation Commanders’
Conference of Bangladesh
Army was held Monday at the
Army HQs with Chief of Army
Staflf Lt. General Muhammad

| Noor Uddin Khan in the chair

to coordinate and gear up the
reliefl operations being

out by Army Jawans.

vacancy enters upon his office”.
Mlnﬂd that his appoint-

under Article 55A is for a |

transitory and temporary pe-

riod "to hold the office of the
Vice-President” until a Vice-
President is  elected.

Faroogui contended that
plain and harmonious reading
of Clauses (1) (2) and (2B) of
Article 123 and paragraph 20
added to the Fourth Schedule
speaks clearly that an ap-
pointed Vice-President cannot
continue till the expiry of the
tenure of the former
President. If an appointed
Vice-President is allowed to
complete the tenure of office
of an elected President, it will
ncgate the very conception of
democracy and sovereignty of
the people.

Mr Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan,
Additional Attorney General
submitted that Justice
Shahabuddin is in the office of
the Vice-President and there
is no such vacancy. He is enti-
tled to continue in the office of
Vice-President till the tenure
of office of the former
President expires.

Petrol
From Page 1 Col. 4

are allowing ten litres of petrol
or octane for a motor vehicle.
A Meghna Petroleum
Company source told The Daily
Star d of jetties of oil
depots of all the three oil
companies at Chittagong has
forced the authorities to rely
on tank lorries for supply of oil
to Dhaka and rest of the coun-

try.

Two oil tankers each carry-
ing 500 tonnes of oil capsized
during the cyclone, the source
said. _

The authorities could not
take any step for about a week
as the port city of Chittagong
remained out off from the rest
of the country following the
cyclone.

A good number of tank lor-
ries. out of 200 belonging to
the three co jes — Padma,
Meghna and Jamuna — were
sent to Chittagong Sunday to
replenish supply.

The source said they had
suflicient stock of oil and there
was no cause for panic. As of
May | there was a stock of 11
thousand tonnes of petrol. four
thousand tonnes of octane, 79
tonnes of diesel, five thousand
tonnes of aviation fuel and 42

| thousand tonnes of kerosene.

the moral strength of those
who were rendering services
to the affected people.

Mecanwhile, UNB reports,
Mother Teresa said- the sur
vivors of last week's cyclone in
the country now need many
hands and to love.

The octogenarian Roman
Catholic nun was giving her
views to newsmen in D on
the havoc wrought by the
April 29 calamity before she
left for Calcutta Monday
evening.

Moudud for
all-party relief
body

By Staff Correspondent
Acting Chairman of Jatiya

Party and former Vice-
President Moudud Ahmed has

demanded the formation of an

all-party reliefl committee to

help the cyclone victims be-
cause he said it would not be
possible for the government to
handle the situation alone.

. Addressing a press confer-
ence Monday at the residence
of Mizan Chowdhury. Moudud
Ahmed said the cyclone al-

fected areas should immedi- |
ately be declared as ‘distressed

arca’ and all out efforts should
be made to mitigate misecries
of the survivors.

He also suggested the for-

resistanct committee which
was sct up by the former gov-
ernment after the flo
1988,

when in power took ini-
tiative to mobilise world opin-

which seven industrialised
states agreed in principle to
help Bangladesh in case of nat-
ural disasters.

continuation of the initiative to
persuade world community to
extend their helping hand to
mitigate the woes of the dis-
tressed humanity.

' Moudud Ahmed also de-
manded the release of former
President Ershad and other
leaders of the Jatiya Party.
Harassment of Jatiya Party
workers should be stopped so
that could come forward
to help the ‘cyclone affected
people. he said.

He said the BNP govern-
ment “could not face the dis-
aster” as they had no compre-
hensive plan but time has not
come yet to say that "the gov-
ernment has failed”. There
was a lack of experience, he
said.
Moudud Ahmed said expe-
rience of ousted President
Ershad in crisis management
could be helpful at this critical
moment

Moudud also .demanded
withdrawal of cases against

many small islands like Char
Moulayi where marooned peo-
ple were yet to yet any help.
How could the air basc and
the naval base in Chittagong be

affected by cyclone when there
was ample time to take pre-
cautionary steps., he ques-
tioned.

He also urged upon con-
cerned quarter not to use re-
lief materials for political pur-

Moudud said the Jatiya
Party had formed a central re-
liel committee and a relief
fund for helping the cyclone
victims.

A
headed Major General
(retd) Shamsul Huq ard Mrs.
Razia Faiz will soon visit the af-
fected areas. -

Besides. a relief team of the
Jatiya Party Parliamentary
Party will leave Dhaka on

Central Jatiya Party leaders
Tajul Islam Chowdhury, MP.
Shahjahan,

ABM Miah Musa
Hossain, Shah Mohammad Abu

lﬂﬂnmm

mation of national disasters

of

Moudud reminded that his

jon after the flood of 1988 and
there was an UN resolution in

Moudud Ahmed suggested

Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury,
Kazi Zafar Ahmed and Shah

Moazzem Hossain.

Moudud Ahmed who re-
cently visited the cyclone af-
fected areas said re were

central relief team

|

Edn sector
incurs loss

of Tk 462 cr

Bangladesh Bureau of
Educational Information and

Statistics (BANBEIS) in an

unofficial report to

the
Education Ministry -

the disaster losses. .
Hundreds of schools, col-

leges and madrashas were

battered and washed

away
from the coastal belt by the vi-

olent storm and Bay surge.

Foreign help
co-ordination
cell opened

A foreign
dination cell has been opened
in Dhaka Monday at the
Economic Relations Division of
the Ministry of Finance aimed
at monitoring and co-ordinat-
ing the possible foreign assis-
tance for the cyclone affected
people, reports BSS.

The cell will remain open
from 8 am to 8 pm
without any break its
emer telephone numbers
are 812685, 318394 and
310219.

An emergency meeting will
be held today under the aus-
pices of the Economie
Relations Division to deter-
mine the nature and require-
ment of foreign assistance in
the light of loss and de-
struction of the devastating cy-
clone.

The visiting Under
Secretary General of the
United Nations and the co-or-
dination of UNDRO Hamed
Essafi, the Ambassador and
High Commissioners of all for-
eign missions, the representa-
tives of World Bank,
International Monetary Fund
and United Nations and inter-
national tions here and
senior offictals of the  con-
cerned ministries will attend
the mecting.

UNDRO

From Page | Col. 6

told the Prime Minister that
the affiliated bodies of the
United Nations including
World Food Programme (WFP),
Food' and Agricultural
Organisation (FAO) and
UNICEF would provide all help
to Bangladesh at this hour of
its distress. He said the United
Nations would do its best to
mobilise international support
to aid the cyclone victims of
Bangladesh.

Essafl said that long term
programmes for rehabilitation
of cyclone battered areas of

sh would be discussed
in the ECOSOC meeting in July
next.

He said that the United
Nations would provide exten-
sive help to reinstall the dis-
rupted telecommunication
system of the country and re-
pair the damage in the indus-
trial sector.

assistance co-or- |

prepare
B

The Midnight File

OIC appeal to help Bangladesh

JEDDAH. Saudi Arabin, May 8

: The of the

Islamde Conference (OIC) today appealed 1o the international

Kouchner said Paris would
supply food including milk on
an emergency basis. "We're
ready to provide money lo
NGOs for emergency reliel
work. "

The President con-

his thanks for President
and Madame Mitterrand and
the people of France for their
sympathy and support for the
cyclone-battered people of
h. He also thanked
Kouchner for his personal
concern for the affected peo-
ple and his visit.

France will lead a world-
wide campaign mobilising an
international fund for rehabili-
tation and infrastructure re-
building work in cyclone-bat-

and rehabilitation pro-
grammes.
“The people of Bangladesh

are closer to the hearts of
French people... France will do
whatever possible to mitigate
the sufferings of the affected
people™. |

Begum Zia thanked the
French Minister for his visit to
see people in distress and ex-
pressed gratitude to the
French government for its
willingness assist Bangladesh's
cyclone victims.

She also sought help from
other countries besides France
in tackling post-cyclone situa-
tion.

France will come up with
both short and long term assis-
tance programmes to mitigate
the sufferings of the cyclone
affected people, visiting
French Minister of State for
Humanitarian Action Dr.
Bernard Kouchner said. re-
ports UNB,

Addressing a press conlfer-
ence at a local hotel in Dhaka
Monday afternoon, he said his
government would immedi-
ately send 20.000 tons of
wheat besidés rice, baby food
and medicine.

_ Embanlénen—
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Patenga can now be sub-
merged in a little above aver-

age high tide.
The coastal areas of the

country are generally hit by cy-
clones at an overage of eleven
times a year and the absence of
the protection embankment
has left the Patenga to
Sitakundu belt mm]}y suscepti-
ble to the hazards of the sea.
This co ndent also saw
the naval I-d-m bases dam-
aged du visit.
m::ﬂ:gu standing some-
how in Chi city and its

ad areas have become
mﬁhh due to the “effects of

salinity, the green nnmplctr.:l,_

absentL. i -
With the embankment de-
s investors in the indus-
sector have lost the ea-

E-rmtnuhelnrmﬂu
further investment.
The EPZ, fully devastated

mmtlttmtwm
from home or abroad unless
the city is protected immedi-

Chamber sources
said that the government
should take up the matter on a
priority basis to ensure in-
vestment in the Export

The hinterland of Chittagong

district, not affected by the
tidal surge but s to the
ravages of the wind should
also be given due attention.
The Sattkania, Chandanish,
Patiya and Boalkhali upazila
were also seriously affected in
he cyclone.

The wind wrought havec on
the dwellings. uprooted trees,
electric poles. Schools col-
leges. madrashas and other
public and private facilities
were also razed.

This correspondent during
his visit to these places did not

ip from the .ﬂ
ernment to mitigate ir
ms

The aduﬂlt:llmll institutions
which were damaged should

Bush returns to
White House

WASHINGTON, May 6

great to be back.” Bush
told reparters and White
House stafl gathered to wel-|
come him home.

Thai General
arrives tomorrow

BANCGKOK, May 6
Chairman of National Peace
Council General Sunthorn
Kongsompons will wvisit
Ban on Wednesday to

-hand over rice to people al-

fected by last week’s
army said
Reuter.

It will be Sunthorn’'s first
overseas visit since the mili-
tary toppled Prime Minister
Chatichai Choenhavan's gov-
emment in a bhu::u coup in
February. He Is su
mmﬁw er of the mm
forees.

Wbt s
rice. p:-’;“ of the 5,000

of supplies Thailand has
sh in the

that killed
125.000 people and made 10
million homeless. ~

Doomsmonday
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bald bald spread of mud
running a hortzon -
littered with bodies and
carcasses, none that your know
of. Or is that child your
ter,

You feel spent. Your are
thirsty. And hungry. You
haven't a shred of cloth on you.,
You slowly discover you ean not
walk. But move you must -to
look for your wife or husband
and children-food water, for
food., for something to cover
your shame from you. You move
on all fours.

it could all have been a page
from Tl'ie“Er:y ﬁ'ler-nnb this
has, un t imaginary
nuclear holocaust aftermath-
really pened and in a way
for crueller than any
disaster would be. And how
many died in the two nueclear

L3
. e

‘sfrikes on Hiroshima and

Nazasaki? Less them the tally

of the Doomsmonday strike on

the eastern offshore islands of
h.

O brotherl O my Sister! You
survived the elements, are you
surviving the shafts of human
ineptness and indilference.
Pray keep yoursell for a while
longer— il you have not already
given in o :.::I“ r .‘ill‘llli
exposure injury L
milk of human kindness flows
and feebly but it is some o
reach you. It cannot give ﬂ
back any of what you have
excepting a renewal of hope in

humanity.
Relief godown
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