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Battle for survival
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men and crew, who, had been
missing in the sea with 15
boats and trawlers, re-
on Sunday. The others
are sull

Amira Begum was found at
the upazila compilex “m"ﬁ
anxtously. Her son Abu
Mansur who home for fish-
ing in the Bay four days before
the disaster was yet to retum.

Saturday’'s nor'wester mul-

the s of the cy-
clone-affected people of the
upazila. Thousands of cyclone
survivors of the arcas have so
far received meagre reliel ma-
terials.

Due to dislocation of com-
munication with Manpura, re-
lief could not be sent to
the Prices ol essentials
there rose two to three times.

Standing crops and the cross
dam in the area were totally

dam The afforestation

mll'll'nlll: on the dam was
Kﬂnﬁmd.

About 30,000 people living
on the 50-mile-long cross dam
in worst-hit Dhalchar were in a
distress condition. Besides,
10,000 more living on the 10-
mile-long cross dam from
Syedpur to Farashganj were
virtually passing days without
food. They have received relicl
neither from the government
nor any non-government
sources.

State Minister for Social
Welfare -is now conducting
government reliel operation in
the cyclone-hit areas of the
district.

Barisal Control Room told
The Daily Star that the relief
operations would not start as
the reliel coordinator is yet o
reach the town. The opera-
tions are scheduled to be
channelised from Barisal to the
battered offshore islands
Bhola, Pirojpur and Jhalakati
will come under the opera-

tions.
The naval which left
for Bhola with reliefl goods

could not reach there till

UN envoy
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The head of the Asia Pacific
department of the Geneva
based of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Socicties
(LICROSS), Jerry Talbot, also
arrived in Dhaka Sunday to co-
ordinate international assis-
tance for the cyclone aflected

people.

. Meanwhile the BDRCS con-
tinues to receive pledges for
donation to its relief fund from
the sister societies and foreign
governments, a BDRCS source
said. The European Community
(EC) has pledged to contribute
Taka 3.57 crore, The Nether-
lands Red Cross five lakh US
dollars equivalent to Taka 1.85
crore, Indian Government and
Indian Red Cross Society relief
supplies worth Taka 2.40
crore, and British Red Cross
Taka 1.30 crore.

Environment
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to clear their godowns have
dumped the rotten waste on
the streets at Patenga, Bangla
Bazar, Chaktai, j and
Patherghata areas. This has
compounded the task of the
sweepers and garbage collec-
tors.

Surprisingly unlike previous
calamities, there has been a
conspicuous absence of volun-
teers, social workers who have
volunteered to help the dis-
tressed humanity have bceen

m:ndupalrmﬂuhc:o{n
rm local response

One social worker, prefer-
ing anonymity, told this corre-
spondent that he had noticed a
degree of apathy and caleous-
ness on the
more priveleged section of the
Chittagong citizenry.

Besides, very few remain in
the city who have not been di-
rectly or indirectly affected by
the storm to find the time or
show any inclination to come
to volunteer their services.

It s almost a week since
the calamity, yet hundreds of
thousands of people are hav-
ing to pass their days and
nights under the open sky.

Lack of sani facilities
'and the acute absence of
le water has rise to

of epidemics breaking
out anytime. Many children
have already been affected by
intestinal dlsurr.lcr: and people
young and old have been com-
plaining of skin rashes and
other complications.

The environmental prob-
lems in Chit cily were
aggravated fﬁhﬂ? aftjér the
heavy downpour last Friday.

- The continuous rains from
3 pm to 9 pm flooded the low
lying areas of the city.

The sewerage system of the
eity. choked by the garbage
following he devastation, will
need al least another month to
be made operational.

-

of some of the

Relief materfals arc
hw:l-eqult: compared to the
needs of the alffected pcople.
The Control Room said more
information about deaths and
devastation is pouring in and i1
would take some days to asscss
the extent of damage.

Red Crescent central con
trol room put the death figurc
at 1,25.661 people till Sunday.
The [igure is however rising
every hour

UNB reports : About 15,000
cyclone-hit people in remote
char areas of the district still
remained marooned and the
district administration askcd
for helicopter urgently 1o
evacuate them.

Unless these marooncd
people are evacuated tmmeoedi
ately. their lives will be al
stake. the district officials
cautioned the higher authori-
ties.

BSS adds : The rnment
on Sunday dropped a huge
tities of relief materials in
3::: affected areas by Air Force
helicopters.

Air Force helicopters
dro 45,000 pieces of
brmcmttagung I;rta:i and
1.50,000 pieces of ‘chapati’ in
Kutubdia, Maheskhali and
Sandwip. These breads and

chapatis were taken [rom
Dhaka

Nawaz Sharif
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of steel in moments of crisis.

"She has overcome
challenges in the past with
admirable poise and exemplary
courage and | have no doubt
that she will do so now.” the
Pakistan Prime Minister
observed.

The Pakistan Prime Minister
said his country had sent some
reliel materials while he¢ had
brought some with him Sunday
some more would follow soon.
he said.

The reliel materials include
2,500 tones of rice, 50.000
meter of clothes, 2000 kgs of
medicines, food items and
5.000 tents.

Two helicopters have also
been provided for reliefl works,
the Prime Minister said, ad-
ding that he had instituted a
relief fund to collect donations
for the cyclone vietims of

Soon after his arrival, Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharifl left for
Savar in a helicopter to pay
homage to the martyrs of the
Liberation Movement at the
Jattya Smriti Shoudha.,

Emergency landing

The Sunday's inclement
weather forced the helicopter
carrying visiting dignitaries
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to make an emecr-
gency landing at Sreenagar in
Munshiganj district.

Foreign aid
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Australia

Reuter adds : Australia will
give 250.000 dollars (195.000
US) in aid to victims of the
Bangladeshi cyclone, Foreign
Alfairs Minister Gareth Evans
said.

Australia has provided
50.000 tonnes of wheat for
Bangladesh over the last
month as part of relief unre-
lated to the cyclone.

WHO assistance

Emergency medical sup-
plies and operational assis-
tarice provided by the World
‘Health Organisation (WHO) are
expected to arrive in Dhaka
soon for the treatment of about
150,000 distressed people in
the cyclone-affected areas of.
Bangladesh.

Five mini emergency medi-
cal kits have already arrived
and seven more mini kits and
four complete medical emer-

ncy kits comprising 40 basic

ts are arriving shortly, a
WHO Press release said here
today.

The total costs of these
supplies are around 150,000
US dollars.

South Korea

In response to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's
appeal to the international
community the government of
the Republic of Korea has de-
cided to provide US dollar
100,000 in emergency aid to

Bangladesh.
WFP allocation

AFP reports from Rome :
The World Food Programme
has decided to allocate 21,000
tonnes of food aid to victims of
Monday's cyclone in
Bangladesh, with 8,000 tonnes
available immediately, the UN
Organisation announced in a

statement.

Expatriates
In Jeddah, the officials of
the Consulate General of
Bangladesh have donated an
amount of Taka 27,000 to the
Prime Minister's Reliel Fund.
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Bernard Kuuchnar French Minmter for Humanitarian Action,
conference at Sonargaon Hotel on his arrival in Dhaka on Sunday.
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port cargo will also not sail out.
The government revenue
receipts from foreign trade
operations will decline as a re-
sult. The contraction in the
economy will further deepen.

Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

(MCCI) has drawn the immedi-
ate attention of the govern-
ment to the urgent needs for

resumplion of operation at-

Chittagong Port at the earliest.

The Chamber wants that
the government give the high-
est priority to the clearance of
Chittagong Port and immedi-
ately announce when it will be
operational. "This is essential
not only for the cargo on the
high seas but also for opening
of LCs", the MCCI sources said.

The MCCI circles suggested
that a task force be immedi-
ately constituted with repre-
sentatives of trade and indus-
try for clearance of cargo
siranded and damaged at the
Port.

The Chamber had already
made representations o
Langladesh Bank for exiension
and enlargement of working
capital facilities to the im-
porters concerned, particu-
larly those belonging to the in-
dustrial category. Such facili-
ties. it felt, are necessary for
availability of funds to clear the
cargos that are still useable.

The stocks of imported
goods awaiting clearance at the
port at the time the cyclone
hit, are valued in the range of
between 50 and 75 million US
dollars, according to unofficial
estimates available with trade
and industry circles in Dhaka.
About 60 per cent of such
stocks have becn totally dam-

d. the related circles said.

The MCCIl sourccs Sug-
gested that the National Board
of Revenue [NBR) consider
duty concessions or cxemp-

Navigability of Ctg port

tions on the affected cargo to
help clear the port warchouses
or godewns.

The Chamber circles
pleaded strongly to give all
priority to scheduled shipment
of export cargo, particularly
garments, not only for impli-
cations of encashment of back
of back LCs but also for reten-
tion of quota.

They further suggested that
storage lacilities be developed
at Zia International Airport so
that chartered flights could be
organised.

Bangladesh Biman's hangar
complex which is nearly ready
may be used for such storage
with the armed forces given
the responsibility for necessary
security arrangements, the
same circles observed while
noting that it would not be
possible to organise chartered
flights unless cargo was placed
centrally.

The business circles in
Dhaka told The Duty Star that.
the extent of damage 1o
Chittagong Port was so exten-
sive that it would be difficult to
put it back in gear without ad-
equate domestic resource sup-
port, coupled with effective
international assistance. "What
has happened to Chittagong
Port is, unfortunately, still be-
yond the comprehension of
the concerned ministry,” one
key functionary of a leading
Chamber body observed.

The law and order situation
in the tornado-hit industrial
arcas of Chittagong is also re-
ported to have deteriorated.
The affected units are facing
the menace of theft, dacoity
and hijacking because their
stocks as well as machinery
are lying exposed.

The MCCI sent a represen-
tation to the Home Ministry,
calling for strengthening the

vigilance by the law enforcing
agencies in areas like Nazirhat,

Kalurghat, Export Processing
Zone, and BSCIC industrial es-
tates at Chittagong.

Meanwhile. a three-mem-
ber businessmen's team which
visited Chittagong, after the
tornado, reported on Saturday
to the MCCI that the port
cargo area was not approach-
able from all sides, "Navigation
in the port will depend en-
tirely on how soon the authori-
ties get the support of f
organisations to clear the
wreckage from the Karmaphuli
river and restore the cranes.
The jetty itself will need im-

mediate reconstruction,” the
report said.
The fact-finding mission

from Dhaka also reported that
damages to the industries lo-
cated in the Export Processing
Zone and Kalurghat were so
severe that most industrial
units "will not be able to go
into operation unless in some
cases the machinery is re-
placed or to totally dismantled
and serviced. Industrial raw

materials in these areas are
almost unusable”,

The ship surveyors, mer-
chant mariners and hydro-
graphic engineers at the Port
City suggested that all neces-
sary stepa should be taken
within the shortest possible
time through reputed interna-
tional firms and organisations
like the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP).

Meantime, arrangements
should be made for loading and
unloading of vessels coming to
Chittagong at the oufer an-
chorage with large barges with
cranes, lighterage facilities for
use as ting port until the
time the port itself is made
operational, the same circles
stressed.

(Another report on damages
to E.I:it nn,[ Port appears on
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To remove any possible
confusion in public mind due
to the "baseless” news, the
Press Note said, the
government has clarified the
real situation before the public
in this connection.

A sum of Taka
44,77.,43,56563 was with the
President's Relief and Wellare
Fund in December last year
when former President H M

Ershad resigned in the face of -

a mass upsurge, the Press Note
said.

A high-powered Reliefl
Coordination Committece
headed by the Prime Minister
was formed in a Cabinet meet-
ing with the Acting President
in the chair on | 30 after
the coastal belt of the country
was hit by the cyclonic storm
and tidal surge.

A sum of 5,05,00,000 was
handed over to the Relief
Coordination Committee in
two instalments from the
I'resident's Relief Fund in ac-
cordance with the decision of
the committee, which includes
scven members of the Cabinet,
chiefs of three services, Chief
Secretary to the President,

Relief fund utilisation

Cabinet Secretary and PSO to
the Supreme Commander, the
Press Note said.

It was decided in the
meantime to hand over more
money from the President's
Relief Fund to the relief
committee headed by the
Prime Minister in case of ne-
cessity.

These facts established that
the news that Taka 211 crore
of President's Relief Fund re-
mained unused was baseless,
the Press Note said.

Secondly, the allegation
that there was no coordination
among the Relief Coordination
Committee headed by the
Prime Minister, President's
Reliefl Cell and President's
Relier Storage was not true.
the Press Note said.

In the meantime. different
materials from the President's
Reliel Storage have been

laced under the jurisdiction
of the Relief Ministry and
those materials are being re-
leased from the storage ac-
cording to the demand of the
relief ministry.

The allegation that the gov-
ernment has failed to face the
post cyclone situation was also

untrue, the Press Note said
adding that reliel materials
including dry food are being
sent everyday to the aflected
areas for distribution by Biman,
helicopter and other means of
transport. The government is
continuing relief operation in
all possible ways despite the
fact that the communication
system had totally collapsed in
the cyclone battered areas.

The news that the Prime
Minister had to appeal for in-
ternational help as the Acting
President did not do so was
also completely baseless. the
Press Note said.

The Prime Minister has ap-
pealed for international help
after the decision that the
Prime Minister would make
the appeal as the head of
democratically elected repre-
sentatives, the Press Note said
adding that, therefore, the
Acting President has no need
to make se te appeal for
interna help.

Rather this kind of appeal
would be con to rules and
norms and would erecate
misunderstanding at interna-
tional level, the Press Note
added.

1-

complain lack
of facilities
By Staff Correspondent
Over a hundred
newsmen who have come o

Dhaka to cover the cyclone
devastations are not tun.

It is gathered that most of
the foreign newsmen are stay-
ing in Sheraton Hotel. But no
media centre has been
there. The Press Information
Department. which s sup-
posed to extend all necessary
support o the foreign news-
men, is of little help to them,

SOMme loret,n newsmen said.
Visiting French
minister assures

allout assistance
By Staff Correspondent

Bernard Kouchner, the
French Minister for

Humanitarian Action, assured ,

his country’s all out assistance
to protect lives and prevent
natural calamities in

Bangladesh.
Addressing a press confer-
ence on Sunday moming soon
after his arrival in Dhaka,
Kouchner said he was carrying

with him the deepest concern

and sympathy of President |

Mitterand and the people of
France for the cyclone victims.

Kouchner is leading a 10-
member French delegation to
asscss the extent of damage
caused by the cyclone. which
would help his government to
come up with emergency as-
sistance.

He said his government was
likely to help rebuilding the

infrastructure.

He mentioned that France
was already involved in flood
protection projects in

He also indicated

of his country’'s
and

the coastal

the

help for bu
flood shelters
areas.

The delegation carried with
them about one
medicines for the cyclone af-
feclted people.

“This is just the beginning". l

said Kouchner who mentioned
that his delegation would
assess what kind of help
France would offer to

Bangladesh.

In reply to a question he
said it would be difficult for his
government to send heli-
copters for relief work at this
moment. However, rubber
boats may be provided for the
purpose, he added.

Kouchner flew over the cy-
clone affected areas on Sunday
along with Pakistan's Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and
others to see the devastation.

JCD confnce
postponed

By DU Correspondent

The conference of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
scheduled for tomorrow
(Thursday) was postponed for
an indefinite period due to re-
cent devastating cyclone in the
coastal region.

The new date of the confer-
ence will be announced later.

Writ
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Constitution and for that pur-
pose why they should not be
direcicd to issue a notilication
in the official Gazette calling
upon the electorate to clect a
President and a Vice-President
cifying the dates for filing
ll?e mination papers, scrutiny

of nomination rs and the
day for holding the polls they
are required by law to do.

The petition is likely to be
taken up today for hearing.

The petitioner is N Saleem
Ullah, and advocate of the High
Court Division. He is also
Secretary General of the
Association for Democratic and
Constitutional Advancement of
Bangladesh (ADCAB) which is

working for ple's aware-
ness about violation of the
Constitution.

The petition has been filed
in pursuanee to a notice de-
manding justice served upon
the Election Commission by
Mohammad Mohsen Rashid on
behalf of the petitioner.

In the said notice it was in-
ter alia stated that the Election

ton of |
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ﬂ; | Foreign newsmen
d

I‘ho Midnight File

GENEVA, May 5 : An urgent
two million survivors of the
Sunday by the office
(UNDRO).

appeal lor aid for more than

h cyclone was issued
of the UN disaster reliefl conrdinator
Survivors needed water and ready-lo-east food
immediately. Also needed were helicopters 1o distribute asd.
flat-bottomed boats. water purification tablets. plastic
containers for water, tents, and cooking utensils. reports AFP

Soviet landslide kills 50

MOSCOW. May 5

A landsiide buried eight houses and

killed at least 50 people in a village In the Tien Shen

The Doommonday
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comprehension of the plan-
ners of relief — if at all there is
such a species — till the fAfth
day of the disaster. by which
time all of the impecratives
should have becdbfne clear to
even a layman. It is plain that
not many people in important
places have exercised on re
building the scenario on any
ome of these unfortunate (s
lands over a week's time-span
starting. say. April 27.

To make up for lost time it
must be appreciated that these
idlands are left with:

a. No food and no drinking
water

b. No fuel

‘¢. No housing

d. No utensils and no im
plements

e. No supply of essentials
and no power to buy them
when supply would resume

. No crop to ensure their
tomorrows

G. No
and sowl

prospect of tilling
at least for three
more mon and as such no
as well. and

Wl:rupl::l than hall of the
population that was there on
April 28. It is possible that at
least two [rom every khana or
small family unit have perished
which can pose all kinds of
problems for social and eco-

nomic normalisation of the is-

ihnd-nci:un

1. big risk of epi-
f r:p&
A risk o

jng fr;Fn:‘ﬁry shoc
plain hunger.

The above situation would
persuade one to categorise the
needs of the islands as
amenable to large-scale and
small unit operations.

1. Large-scale operations

Government has within its
command all the grains that
will be needed to sustain the
islanders for three months and
more. But it hasn't enough dry
food to see the islanders
through the initial fuel and wa-
terless weeks. Government
will be needing more carrier
capacity than it commands at
present in order to reach
grains, water and fuel — and
soon enough building materials
to the islands. So they must:

I. Requisition both [reight
and passenger carrying vesscils
from inland river service — at
least five hundred of them to
start with. These will form the
logistic backbone of the large
operation of reaching food and
water and fuel.

2. Purchase on an unprece-
dented scale all available stock
of bamboo and bamboo-
thatches at Dhaka, Sylhet and
aml Hl]] Tracts and start mov-

3 E‘.]ule down =1 medical

for two weeks and
lﬂld down brigades of five
students of above Ind year
standard with all the necessary
medical supplies.
The three could be com-
bined into one comprehensive

thrust heading fMirst to
Chit port. As Chittagong
city is itsell badly hurt — all
material have to go down first
from Dhaka to Chittagong and
then on to their final destina-
tion. For the first consign-
ments to reach the islands the
earllest — 1t is advisable to
send all material by trucks to
Chittagong. But the of
the total and sus mate -

rial reliefl must be shipped
right to Chittagong en route o
the islands. The first consign-

ments must include:

1. Enough grains to sustain
a population for at least a weck
— don't send whole wheat
Milled wheat — yes not without
a supply of pure water. Dry
food including chira and gur
and biscufts — must welcome.
Send potatoes and — s’ a
must — a jot of sugar.

2. Bulks of pure water and
thousands of containers and
vessels to stock and use it by
the individual families. And
hundreds hundreds of
tubewells complemented fully
by teams of ‘sinking’ fitters
and mechanics.

3. Fuel — not only kerosene
but firewood and jute sticks, by
the tons.

4. Lunglis and sarces — the
second more than the first —
of coarse quality. and used
clothes by the tons.

5. Pots and pans — tens of
thousands of them.

6. Enough ol dectors and
medicin®s,

7. A good supply of img
ments — carpenter’'s as well as

peasant s.

Small units would take care
to take with them all of the
above but, of course on the
small scale. They would do
well to their own food
lected Ehl atis and hlked
things. And I‘.I'l:y would make it
certain to carry enough of
metal strings and wires and
the coconut ‘kata’ ropes and if
possible. fron rails and pegs.

But the best thing the small
units will take is the man-
power which the rmment
will continue to inil?mhl.
A manpower clectrified by ide-
alism and giving their gratis.

The order of the day —
young people, form teams, col-

ings and go — stand by
them. Beat the government to
Lhe beaches of those islands.
Only take care you don't eat up
what is for lhl: islanders to
have.

"Armed Forces gear
up relief work

Armed Forces personnel
are continuing their relief
operation at the cyclone-hit

coaslal areas, according o an

ISPR press release, reports
BSS. |

The army personnel
supplied 2 lakh 96 thousand
rutis from their own ration
Sunday. Out of these. '70
thousand supplied from the
‘Dhaka area were air dropped
at inaccessible areas of
Moheshkhali, Kutubdia and
Sandwip. While 50 ghousand

Commission is under the legal | from Savar area, 75 thousand

obligation to hold elections to
the offices of the President
and Vice-President by June 4,
1991 within 180 days com-
mencing from 6.12.1990
(when the offices of President
and Vice-President fell vacant
under Article 123 (2B) of the
Constitution).

He has also alleged that f
clections to the said office are
not completed by the EC
within 4. 6. 91 as per
sions of Article 123(2
country will plu into a
grave constitu crisis as
the present Vice-President

appointed under Arl:ll:ll 556A
shall cease to have any consti
tutional authori

the functions of President.

l.nplrhnn water,

from the Comilla srea, 70
thousand from the L Jessore
arca and 30 thousand irom the
Chittagong area were s¢n! Lo
different destinations imyclud-
ing Sandwip. Urirchar. Htlya,
Char Fashion, Char Kdakri-
Mukri. Char Nizam and PDhal
Char by helicopters.
Meanwhile, Jessore
troops including army
personnel reached
remotest arca of Dhal

Saturday evening with ;
trawler a sizca
quantity of n-n-'hh

kerosene oil and 200
hurricane lamps. IU was the
first vessel to reach this
remote island near Char
Feshion after the cyclone.
Relief activities of Jessore arca
troops in other places are go-
ing on in full swing,

The Savar area troops sent
nine tons of chira, two tons of
gur, six maunds of muri and
416 tins of biscuils o
Chittagong for distribution
among the cyclone vietims.

Seven army telecommu-
nication teams and four army
medical teams have also been
sent from the Savar area 0
work in the affected arcas of
Chittagong and Noakhall

respectively.

The Bogra area
sent two truck-load :hm..nd

r. sweet polatbes, Sugar
:Inwdcmd milk. These will be
distributed among the
marconed people at the coastal
‘areas and the off-shore islands
by the Chittagong area troops.

The Chittagong Aarea
Commander M
Mahmudul Hassan have visited
different affected areas of
Cox's Bazar to gear up the
army relief activity in the area
including burial l.tlhnﬂﬂ»

have



