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Bangla Academy organised a campaign for relief funds on Sunday. Some celebrated artistes

came down to the streets seeking assistance.
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One succumbs
o Injuries
May 5. A middie aged man
succumbed 0 stab injuries at
the Rangpur Medical College
Hospital Sunday. police here

said UNB.
Azahar Ali (40) of

Kamarpakur village in Mit-

was returmning home from a hat
at Telokpara village of the
same upazila Friday night
I The miscreants after stab
bing him mercilessly snatched
his bi-cycle. The villagers
mushed him to the hospital

A case has been filed with
local police in this connection

RAJBARI

(5) of Mowmanrtispur.

The worst affected arcas
were Feni Sadar, Dagonbhutya
and Sonagaz! upazilas where
more than 300 affected ple
reported to health com s.

Sixteen medical teams have
been working in the district to
combat the disease.

Meanwhile, prices of cer-
tain essential items recorded
sharp increase following early
Tuesday's devastating cyclone
in the coastal belt and off-
shore islands of the country.

Medium varicty of rice was
selling yesterday at Taka 16-
16, salt Taka 10 and kerosene
Taka 30 per kg Traders were
speculating that the upward
trend in price would continue.

SIRAJGANJ

Record arms
haul in 10 yrs

May 5 Police recovered 29
arms and huge ammunition
during the last 24 hours in
raids conducted in the Sadar
and Kazipur upazila of the dis-
trict. reports UNB.

The recovered arms are:
one SLR, two Cut-rifles. 10
handbombs. 90 rounds of bul-
ket two magazines. 4 bayonets,
12 pipeguns, 4 SLR bullet

During the raids. five al-
leged dacoits including their
leader surrendered to the po
lice. They were accused in a
number of dacofty. murder and
arms cases

They are : Zafar., Hashem.
Moklnil Seha and Azt

The arfns haul was a record
in the 10 years of the
district. police

HABIGANJ

One killed
in clash

May f>: A man was killed in o
clash letween rival groups at
villagr~ Joypur under Madavpur
a over land dispute, po-
lee fsaid here yesterday. re-
portss UNB

The decrasd was identified
&s jarhar All (36) of the same
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Tk 10 crore worth
German relief to
cyclone victims

Ge will donate relief
materials worth 5 million

| Deutsche Mark(Taka 10 crore)

for the cyclone-affected peo-
ple of the country, reports
BSS.

This was stated by German
Ambassador in h Dr
' Karl Heinz Schotysek when he

called'on Lutfar Rahman Khan,
State Minister for Relief and
Rehabilitation, at his office

Saturday.

The Ambassador -expressed

his profound sorrow at the loss
of life and property in
Bangladesh in the recent cy-
clone,

He said the relief activities
will be performed in collabora-
tion with German Red
Cresceht Society and
Bangladesh Red Crescent

Soclety.

He further informed the
State Minister that a three-
member team 1is arriving
Bangladesh Sunday to assess
the loss of property and how
much reliefl materials are re-
quired.
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Members of Bangladesh Mahila Parishad holds a rally in city on Sunday calling for more relief materials for the cyclone

victims.
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A mobile unit of the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy urging

people to donate generously for the victims of cyclone.

More world leaders shocked

More world leaders and
heads of state and government
have sent messages ol condo-
lences to . Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia expressing

shock at the tragic deaths and
devastations in Bangladesh due
lo severe cyclonic storm and
tidal surge, reports BSS.

The leaders include Mr
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Jacques Delors, President of
the European Commission, Mr
Emeka Anyaoka, Common-
wealth Secretary General,
Helmut Kohl, Chanecellor of the
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Members of Muktadhara Shilpi Gosthi collecting money for the distressed. —Star pheto

Federal Republic of Germany,
Mr Yieldirim Akbulut, Prime
Minister of Turkey. Dr Hamid

Algabid, Secretary General of
the OIC and Canadian Prime

Cyclone turns Cox's Bazar into a ghost city

COX's BAZAR, May 5: The
tourist town of Cox's Bazar,
normally buzzing with visitors
from home and abroad, has got
the appearance of a ghost city
without electricity and water
following the catastrophic cy-
clone of Monday night, reports
BSS correspondent lhsanul
Karim.

Devastation {in the areas
around the town was of high
magnitude with tree uprooted,
electric poles twisted and
houses collapsed or damaged .

The storm and tidal surge
badly da d some of the
Parjatan motels along the sea
shore. There is no trace of sea
beach police outpost and none
could now locate the exact
place where it was built.

The sea has advanced by
nearly 200 yards. The Bay of
Bengal continued to remain
rough alffecting the movement
of relief teams.

Meantime, thousands of
survivors have rushed to in and
around the town passing their
days In agonising suspense.
Survivors in the u of the
district are looking forward
for supply of food, water
clothes and medicines.

BSS correspondent [hsanul
Karim during his visit to sev-
eral areas of this worst-hit
district was told that the in-
tensity of both the storm and
tidal surge was so strong that

several villages were ted
in some of Kutubdia
Maheshkhali, Chakoria and
Sadar

in many places there #s no
sign of human habttation and
the areas which once pre-
sented an idyllic sea shore
scene now gives a desolate
look. .
This correspondent visit-
ing remote areas of the dis-
trict met Sultan Ahmed (40) of

An eyewitnesses said Sultan
Majhi of Naniachar village
along with all the nine mem-
bers of his family perished
during the tidal surge. Nurul
Huq alias Nuru Saodagor,
Chairman of Pubkhalf union .
inspite of his desperate atte
mpt to survive was lost in the
violent wages. Later his body
was found hanging upside
down on a tree which was
submerged by sea water.

Wherever one goes in the
affected islands of Kutubdia,
Maheshkhali Chakoria and
Sadar upazilas, one will hear
the same tale. The casualty
figure rose high as many
people ignored the repeated
warnings given by the ele-
ctronic media and local adm-
inistration. On several oc-
casions in the past cyclone did
not hit the arcas even after
the hoisting of danger signal
number 10. local BNP leader
Khaliquzzaman said.

While visiting village Kalathi
in Cox's Bazar, the BSS corre-
spondent found 12 bodies on
the sea shore. The authorities
on getting information how-

ever, buried the bodies
quickly.
Corpses and carcasses

were found scattered in differ-
ent parts of the affected arcas
where putrid smell covered
the area.

In one place some people
covering their noses were seen
buying unidentified bodies.

The authorities as well as
various organisations have
stated reliel operations but

these appear inadequate com-
pared to the magnitude of the
crisis. Incessant rains and
gusty wind have also seriously
affected relief operation in the
affected islands where people

have taken shelter under
temporary camps

Authorities fear outbreak of
epidemic because of the sani-
tation problem but they have
been taking steps to check it

Banskhali

Another message from
Banskhali adds: Rushing pure
water, food and life saving
drugs to the fast areas of
coastal belt in Banskhali
upazila ravaged by Monday's
cyclone and tidal surge is the
crying need of the hour to save
the thousands of survivors.

A BSS correspondent who
toured the affected areas found
hundreds of carcasses in the
western area ol the upazila.

Bad smell comes out from
the decomposed bodies, as
burial is not possible due to
stagnant water. arrhoea has
claimed two lives of two chil-
dren

Mr Sultanul Kabir Cho-
wedhury, MP of the upazila told
newsmen that in nine unions
of Banskhali the death toll is as
follows:

32,000 in Khankhanabad,
7.000 in Baharachara, 5000 in
Sorel, 5,000 Gandamara,
10,000 in Chanowa 2,000 in
Punichari. 1,000 in

Shekerkhil, 1.000 in Chambal
500, in Khataria.

Abdul Kader., a SSC candi-

date bursting into tears, said
he lost all relatives. Villageman
Rohul Amin (30) said no one is
alive in his family except he
and his only cousin. "Wuuﬂ! you
give me two Taka, I am
thirsty, | will drink water, wa-
ter,” he screamed.

1000 killed in
building collapse

In Khankanabad, 1,000
people died instantaneously
when the building in which
they had taken shelter col-
lapsed at impact of on rushing
surge. -

Ninety-five per cent of
crops have been damaged. The
loss to salt is 85 per cent,
tubewell 40 per cent and
vegetables B0 per cent while
98 per cent of roof have been
swept away in the cyclone.

Tilly now 6.000 of carcasses
have been buried” according to
upazila administrations.

Bodies are still hanging on
the trees, and are found in
hilly areas and near the em-
bankment.

The only communication in
the western Banskhali is by
boat as the entire area has
been tumed into a vast sea. The
green Banskhali has taken gray
and ash colour . The water of
1487 tubewells has become

sally, the survivors told their
correspondent.

Upazila sources said a total
of 49 metric tons of rice have
been sent to the affected arcas
by the distriet administration

BARISAL : A scene of devastation of last Monday's cyclone that swept Charfasson.

— Star photo by Aroop Talukder

and 30,000 people in the
makeshift said that they have
not received any succor.

About 80 relief and rehabili-
tation centres have been

opened in the upazila.

The most affected areas are
Khankhanabad, Kadamrosul,
llsha, Baharchara., Kataria,
Gandamara Pukuria, Barum-
chara, Borguna, Raychar, Chap-
achari Khodagona, Napora,
Chambeol, Chonowa, Shekhe-
rkhil and Puichari.

Mr Sultanul Kabir,BNP
upazila President Anwarul
Azim and Geperal Secretary
Shahidul Alam, AL President
Habibullah Chowdhury. General
Secretary Shafiqul Islam in
scparate Press statement
urged the people to come for-
ward to save the survivors.

5 lakh affected

in Barisal
A report frém Barisal says: A
total of five lakh people of ten
upazilas of Barisal district have
been badly affected by the cy-
clone which swept over the

district on Monday night.
Stand crops on 13,000
acres and t 1,000 kuchcha

houses were damaged totally
and 5,000 houses partially . an
official source said. :

Besides , thousands of trees
and eclectric poles fell in the
district causing a complete
disruption of electrieity. The
supply of electricity, however,
was restored.

Donations to

relief fund

RAJBARI, May 5 : Rajbari
District Administration de-
cided to contribute reliefl ma-
terials worth of Taka 60,000
to the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund for the cyclone hit peo-
ple of the coastal region, re-
ports UNB.

Arrangements were also
made at the DC office to re-
ceive reliefl materials donated
by the local people.

Meanwhile., employees of
the Municipal Ceorporation
have decided to donate their
one-day salary to the PM's re-
lief fund.

The district Unit of Red
Crecent Society also began to
collect reliel goods.

A report from Rajshahi adds
- Officers and employees of the

western sone of Bangladesh
Ratlway on Sat decided

one s
amounting about aka
6.00,000 to Prime Minister's
Relief Fund.
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Minister Mr Brian Mulrouey.

In separate messages, the
leaders expressed their heart-
felt sympathy for the bereaved
and helpless people

Nof‘wester hits
Pabna : 7 killed

PABNA, May 5 : Severe
cyclonic storm claimed seven
lives and injured at least 200
people in eight upazilas of the
district on Friday night. re-
ports UNB.

The storm with wind veloc-
ity of 60 to 70 kilometre per
hour created havoc for five
hours from 8 pm to 1 am and
uprooted over 5,000 thatched
houses and dwellings.

The victims were Kajli
Begum (70), Abdul Bari (22).
Aru Begum and Kiamuddin (6)
in Sadar, Mojibor (15), Harun
Mondol (60) in Bera and ljibar
Rahman in Santhia upazilas.

Deputy Commissioner, ho-
wever admitted 4 deaths.

Among the injured 40 criti-
cally injured were rushed to
Sadar hospital. The rest were
admitted to different upazila
health complex.

The worst affected upazilas
are Sadar, Atghoria, Santhia, .
Bera, Sujanagar. Chatmohor,
Faridpur and Vangura.

Manikganj

A report from Manikganj

adds : Nor'wester that swept
the dis evening in-
jured t and dam-

aged 350 dwelling houses.

Officials said the worst af-
fected areas are Daulatdia and
Chior upazilas of the district
where more than 300 houses
were blown away by the storm.
The rest 50 dwellings were
damaged in Harirampur and

Shibalaya upazilas.

The injured were admitted
to the local health complexes.
Ferry services in Aricha and

Nagarbari were suspended for
two hours due to the storm.

sundms crops
onion on t mm
land were by the
heavy downpour and hail
storms. '

Bheramara

B3SS from Bheramara adds :
Twenty two persons were in-
jured in a nor'wester which

I“m over four upazilas of
Ku district en Friday.

Many trees were uprooted,
Kutcha houses collapsed and
crops of about two thousands
acres of land damaged by hail-
storm.

The affecied upazilas are
Kushtia Sadar. Bheramara,

Mirpur and Daulatpur.
Among the standing crops
Irri-Bore, tobacco, betel leal

and sugarcane are worst af-
fected.



