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An oﬂ'shore battle for survival

Cyelnm battnrod Chnr Torab Ah an oﬂ'ihure mllnd of Nnakhah distriet,

L:lnside today

Article

India goes to the polls
at the end of May in a
confused political
state. No one believes
a clear victory by any
party is likely. D. K
Joshi writes from New
Delhi
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Dhaka Day by Day
Lighting up your life
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Infernafional

Events ih Irag a
profound lesson for
Iragis : Saddam
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NEWS BRIEFS

thﬁfsdeparhIm
delayed

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, who came in
Dhaka on a day's visit Sunday.
could not leave for home
because of inclement weather.
The Pakistan Premier decided
to stay overnight in the city.

He is scheduled to leave Dhaka

for Islamabad in Monday
moming, reports BSS.

If you miss your copy of The Daily
Star today, please call Tel: 863035,
246023-4 PABX or
231947, 244297. For
excellence in journalism please
read The Daily Star regularly.
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Inclement weather slows relief operations : Relief ships run aground: |
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Communication with many affected areas yet to be established

While woes of the survivors
of Monday's cyclone and tidal
bore are multiplying with each
day passing, a vigorous reliel
npcrauon still remains a far

les between the lo-
t:al public leaders and the
government f[unctionaries,
both of whom appear deter-
mined to take the lead have
made the formation of reHefl
committees difficult in many of
the badly ravaged upazilas and
unions in the offshore islands.

Inclement weather which
has been persisting for the last
three du;: has slowed the
progress in airborne relief op-
erations. The rhr:ru are not

navigable due to submerged
vessels and other objects. As a
result, ships and motor
launches fail to carry reliel
goods to offshore islands. A
large number of cargo vessels
and patrol boats belonging to
Bangladesh’ Inland Water
Transport Authority (BITWA)
which weré sent for relief and
rescue operations now remain
stranded at Choukighat under
Daulatkhan of Bhola district. A
pilot of an ITWTA vessel told
The Daily Star on Sunday that
it was uncertain as to how long
it would take for making the

walerways navigable.
Our stafl correspondent

Star Report

Syed Issa writes from Bhola
With the recovery of 27 more
bodies, official death toll in
Manpura upazila rose to 115.
Fifteen trawlers went to the
deep sea before a day of the
cyclone with 1500 fishermen
aboard. Only two retumed and
the rest were missing. The
relatives of the missing people
are crowding the upazila head-
quarters to know their where-
abouts. There was fresh rain on
Sunday which aggravated the
miseries of the affected peo-
ple. Communication with
Dhalchar. a remote offshore
island, could not be ecstab-
lished as yet. A reliel team

‘e with Deputy

Commissioner,
Bhola left for Dhalchar on
Sunday braving the inclement
weather.

Several vessels belonging to
BIWTA plying on Barisal-Dhaka
and Khulna routes ran aground
at Choukighat. Three naval pa-
trol boats, three oil tankers,
one coastal ship and one tug
have been grounded. The wa-
terways will require more time
to be navigable. spurces said.

A spokesman of the Cyclone
Preparedness Programme told
The Daily Star that 4.000 more
bodies were recovered in
Hatiya island and death toll
mounted to 7331 in the island.

In Companyganj, 580 more
bodies were recovered.
Thousands of cattlchcad were
found floating in the river and
scashores.

Distressed people are ask-
ing for help but relief officials
are scared as to how they will
address the vast requirements
of the needy people.

Our stall correspondent fur-
ther reports from Bhola : 37
morc cyclone victims were
traced on the bank of the
Mcghna and in the char areas
of Manpura under the district
during the last 48 hours.

Two of some 1500 [isher-

See Page 10 Col. |

The Doomsmonday and
the need of the hour

On the ulxth day of the
Doomsmonday eclemental stri-
ke no workable ‘beachhead’
has as yet been established on
any of the main hit areas sepa-
rated by channeéls of water
from mainland Chittagong and
Cox's Bazar. Rough sea contin-
ues to balk at the feeble at-
tempts to set reliel bridges to
them. Helicopter missions
dropping dry food cans only
underline the hopelessness of
the situation.

The scores of chars beyond
the Maizdee-Sonapur line used
to be reachable on foot. Many
of them till yesterday could
not be reached and connected
to any relief effort.

While the above failings
have been pushing thousands
of survivors to a death that

-only

Star Special

they had avoided on Monday's
surge, it is buying precious
time for all agencies and or-
ganisations hoping to reach
succour out in those islands,---
- among them being the gov-
ernment.

Strange is the hollowness of
human vauntings on achieve-
ments in technological pro-
cess—look at a modern
sove state on the thresh-
old of the 21st century failing
to land on some parts of its
territory because of nothing
but a ro sea. esh
now in the throes of one of
history's greatest human
tragedies — this failure is not
shis failure, it is a
failure of humanity as a whole.
This is but a child's play of a
job for US or the Soviets or

even China. And neighbouring
India can sef up rumps and
jetties on the island beaches
and run regular ferries and
shuttles of relief missfons with
their own not-two advanced
wherewithal if they are per-
suaded to —all in spite of the

hea
“riour earlier to the is-

lands mow counts for more
than a million dollar dole some

weeks later. Every hour counts

and yet days pass by without
any contact being established.

This is hardest reality of all to |

take —more than the mounting
figures of death which by body-
count have gone beyond one
lakh and twentyfive thousand
by last night. Very evidently,

many things have :h.tdr.ud thr:

See Page 10 Col. 7

Navigability of Ctg
port demands priority

By Moazzem Hossain

The economy will sulfer
still heavier losses in the
coming weeks, if urgent and
effective steps are not taken to
make the country's main sca-
port at Chittagong operational.

The port after the devastat-
ing da wrought by last
week's cyclone is out of opera-
tion. , ‘

Trade and industry circles
in Dhaka have expressed their
serious m:dety over the situa-
tion prevailing at Chittagong
Port.

Delays in making a com-
plete assessment of the im-
mediate and most pressing
needs to put the port back In
gear, and lining up needed.
technical and financial support
for its repair and rehabilitation
works will cause more set-

backs for the economy, the

same circles have felt.

The port is now inoperative.
The government is yet to take
up any firm initiatives for its
most urgently needed repair
works. The equipment and
other facilities at the port are
valued at Taka 350 crore.
Imports on Cost and Freight
(C&F) will not resume unless
the Port is reopened to inter-
national shipping.

Opening of Import Letlers

of Credits (ICS) is virtually
suspended after the port was
rendered inoperative.

Trade and industry circles
told The Daily Star that indus-
trial output would fall because
of disruptions to supply of im-
ported raw materials. Bulk ex-

See Page 10 Col. 3
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Every possible

help :

Pakistan

grave and assured all possible
assistance of his country
alleviating sufferings of
people, reports UNB and BSS.
Sharif by an 8-
member delegation dashed to
Dhaka in an Atr Force
carlier in the day and soon
after left for the affected coas-
tal areas and offshore islands
where more than 1.25 lakh
people died In last week's

cyclone.
On return from the
whirlwind teur te the

devastated areas. the Pakistan
Prime Minister called omn
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban Sunday night

He appreciated the way the
government has been working
to mitigate the sufferings of
the affected people.

The Pakistan Prime Minister
also ex his heartfelt
sympathy for the cyclone
victims and assured all

le assistance of his coun-
try for alleviating their
su .

The Acting President
thanked the Prime Minister
for visiting Bangladesh at this
hour of distress.

Justice Shahabuddin also

Shanf

my sentiments,
Minister Shartl said In the

The Pakistani Prime

Minister said “milltons of our

expressed his gratitude to

Pakistan President Ghulam Paying tributes teo
Ishaq Khan for his message of Prime Minister, he
sympathy for " the alffected said she was a who was
people. never dete by “_}J

The Pakistan Prime Minister and was a leader who

carlier said the visit was only a always demonstrated gqualities
‘mission of solidarity -- a See Page 10 Col. 2
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UN special envoy.
LICROSS head
arrve

The United National Di-
saster Relielf Organisation
(UNDRO) Coordinator, Hamed
Essafi, arrived in Dhaka Sunday
as the special envoy of the UN
Secretary General for making
an assessment of the situation
caused by the catastrophic cy-
clone, reports BSS.

Essafi said the United
Nations would do its best to
mobilise international support
to aid the cyclone victims.

The UNDRO Coordinator,
soon after his arrival, left with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and Pakistan Prime Mi-
nister Nawaz Sharif for the

cyclone aflected areas.
See Page 10 Col. |

Foreign aid
for cyclone
victims

The United States has -
vided more than 2.1 million
dollars in assistance to the cy-
clone-ravaged nation of

esh, a USIS press re-
lease said in Dhaka Sunday,
reports BSS.

According to the US State
De t Fact Sheet outlin-
ing total US assistance and aid
from other sources to
Bangladesh as cyclone relief
and US government response
till Sunday: total — US dollars
2.139,000.

The total include dollar
25.000 from the Ambassador's
rgency Fund,

s of medical supplies
worth dollar 2,000,000,

727.000 water purification
tablets, worth dollar 14,000

See Page 10 Col. 2

CHITTAGONG, May 5: The
after effects of the April 29
cyclone are proving no less
devastating than the havoc
wrought Monday night by the
storm in this port city.

Absence of almost all civic.

amenities coupled with badly
polluted environment have
made the lives of the survivors
most miserable. There is no
electricity in most areas of the
metropolis and water supply
remains largely disrupted.

The City Corporation
workers, most of whom were
themselves affected, cannot
give much time to cleaning the

| city of the debris and rotting

carcasses,

Even in the suburbs and ru-
ral areas. people are having to
drink badly contaminated
water, risking diarrhoea and a
hest of other water-borne
discases.

Almost every pond. river,
canal and well been badly

uted by the tidal sur
pollm 2-1; of the Fr'elicf
operation mounted so far has
been nowhere near matching
the requirement.

The most overriding need
of the hour is to clear the city
areas of rotting carcasses of
both huméns and animals.

This ecorrespondent found

From Moinuddin Naser

the whole environment of the
city most unhealthy with a
heavy stanch of decomposing
bodies vitating the air.

The people of Sandwip,
Kutubdia and the coastal areas
of Chittagong are having to
breathe in a most putrid,

nauseating stench.
Efforts to recover the
carcasses have been so

inadequate that many of the
affected cily areas are yet to be
scarched by he rescue
operators and cleaners.

The Chittagong City
Corpeoration SwWeepers
remained the only worklorce
still trying to find out and dis-

pose of the decomposing
bodies with a helping hand
from the Anjuman-i-Mufidul
Islam. a humanitarian organi-
sation that engages in the
disposal of unclaimed bodies. -

Each four-man team of
sweepers has been scouring
city and suburbs for carcasses.

The leader of one such
team told this correspondent
that they had recovered 71
bodies from just a ene mile
stretch along the Patenga sea
beach in the three days follow-
ing the disaster.

He said a complete mmhilg
operation will need atleast
another week.

Innumerable bodies have
been recovered from Patenga.
north and south Halishahar,
Bangla Bazar, Chaktai and along
the southern bank of the
Kamaphuli river.

The sweepers complainced
that the stench was olten so
unbearable that they needed
time-off to cateh their breaths.

One of them, himsell a vic-
tim of the cyclone, said his
house was totally levelled by
the storm.

The Anjuman-i-Mafidul Is
lam's facilities are so limited,
lacking suffictent manpower,
that burying the bodies has be

come a greal challenge.

- Polluted environment makes survival unbearable

Anjuman sources said that
more bodies may be trapped
under the heaps of garbage and
collapsed houses.

The death twoll of livestocks
is anybody's guess. On Friday
last this reporter saw at least
50 carcasses north of the
Palenga naval base.

The air over the city has
been rendered heavy not only
by the stench from corpses
u:duﬂnulmlhltﬂ-:
by the rotting rice, pulses
other perishable foods in the
dlﬂrrrnl'ﬂl'!l-nfllﬂll.'r
markels,

The businessmen in order

See Page 10 Col. |

5,600

Press Note
Govt clarifies

utilisation of
Relief Fund

The government Sunday
termed baseless the news item
captioned "need of Hr
thc reliefl of affected peop
but:llmT-h-I-hun
stuck up with the President's
Reltef Fund” that appeared in a
section of the press, reports
BSS.

In a Press Note, the gov-
ernment also termed the re-
marks in news review that the
Prime Minister had to appeal
to the international community
for help as the Aecting
President did not do se.

See Page 10 Col. 3

Revcnue

The government had de-
cided to stop revenue expendi-
ture and other incidental ex-
penses o maintain austerity in
view of the crisis arising oul of
the severe cyclonic storm that
devastated the country's south
Monday last. an official hand-

out said Sunday night, reports

BSS.

According to the decision
there will be no buying of fur-
niture, books and magazines,
mrlhﬂtﬂlihelnym&t

entertainment at the

ment level till June l.hil
year. A single cup of tea or
coffee will, however, be served
during meetings only,
handout added.

The decision comes into
force immediately with all gov-
ernment, semi-government
and autonomous bodied. the
handout mentioned. The gov-
ernmenit also siressed the

nced for austerity and redue-
tiun of expenses at n!_h:vlzh

Writ asking for
elections to offices
of President and
Vice-President

By Supreme Court
Correspondent

A wril was flled In
the High Court Division on
Sunday for a Rule Nisi upon
the Election Commission and
the Chief Election
Commissioner to show cause
as to why they should not be
directed 10 hold clections o
the offices of President and
Vice -President by June 4,
1991 in pursuance of Clause
(28) ol hrﬂdt 123 of the

See Page 10 Col. 6




