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ﬁ
uble blows for Koreans

CHIBA, Japan .
May 4: Unifled
Korea suffered a
double blow while
Sweden and Chi-

———ad na tightened
their grip on the men's singles
iournament at the world
tennis championships here
today, reports AFP.

But it was north of the
Korean border where the de-
feat hit home with two of
Pyongyang's top contenders

out.

Seventh seed LI CGun-Sang
rated one of the best chopper-
style strutegists in the world,
was upset in five sets by
China's lowest ranked individ-

S

Then Kim Song-Hui. a fel-
low northerner competing in
Korea's first ever joint sporting
team, lost to China's Wang Tao
3-2 in another third round

Meanwhile the Swedish
machine clicked back into
gear following shock defeats
for their world number two
Mikael Appealgren and Eric
lLindh, the number |2 sced.

Jan-Ove Waldner, the world
number one, moved effort
lessly into the last 16 with «

*  JAN-OVE WALDNER
21-19, 21-18, 21-11 deéfeated
of Soviet Dimitriy Mazunov.

Waldner, 25, appears on
course for a repeat of his 1989
world championships [inal
against fellow Swede Jergen
Persson, seeded six.

Persson won the deciding
singles in a display of remark-
able coolness under pressurc

o earn Sweden the world
team crown on Tuesday.

The former European
champion believes he will go
one better here than in

Dortmund two years ago and
said afier beating Germany’s
Georg-Zsolt Bohm 21-17. 19-
21. 21-186, 21-16. In the third
round : "My way is fairly clear
to the final. I'm in the kind of
shape to win it this time
round.”

The Chinese and the
Koreans may have something
to say about that They each

have four players through to
the last 16, with China's num-

ber one Ma Wenge beating
Chinese-born Austrian Ding Yi
in straight games to book a
place in the fourth round
against another former
Chinese team player Chen
Xinhua, now settled in England
and married with two chil-
dren.

Chen, who won the team
gold with China in Calcutta in
1975 and fs now the English
number one, eliminated
Yugoslavia's Zoran Priorec 21-
14, 21-11. 21-18.

South Korea's Olympic
champion Yoo Nam-Kyu,
sceded fifth here, beat

Humys Chinese-born star _Plunlhip

Wang Yangsheng 21-14, 21-19,
15-21, 24-22.

He is seeded to meet Ma in
the quarter-finals and Persson
in the semis.

Anrzej Grubba of Poland,
seeded third, beat South
Korean Kang Hee-Chan to
reach the last 16 but made
hard work of his 3-2 win.

But another South Korean,
Seoul student Lee Cheul-
Seung., who had to play
through the qualifying rounds
to reach the main draw here,
pulled off a shock win.

The 17-year-old, who has
just left high school, beat
Soviet top player Andrey
Mazunov 21-15, 21-14, 21-14
to reach the pext round.

in 1993

Meanwhile, the sports rul-
ing body confirmed that
Mexico had been rejected as
the venue for the 1993 World
Championships.

Seoul, Beljing and
Copenhagen "have shown in-
terest” in replacing them, said
International Table Tennis
Federation secretary Tony
Brooks at the close of the fed-
eration's general meeting here
which confirmed Belgrade as
the venue for the 1995 cham-

Johnson-Lewis rematch J uly 1

PARIS, -
Ben mn and
Carl Lewis could
race each other
1 France on July
1 in their first
since the [ated

A
direct meeling
1988 Olympics 100 metres

final, reports Reuter.

A spokesman for the Freoch
Athleucs Fedoial. . whach s
responsible for the Grand Prix
in Villeneuve D' Ascq near
Lille, said on Friday that
Johnson, back from a two-year
ban for doping. and his
American rival had been con-

tacted.
Asked whether the contacts
involved a race t each

other, the spokesman said:

ﬂ: refused to give further
dglails. “We have contacts with
a number of athletes, including
(Soviet pole vaulter) Sergel
Bubka and (Moroccan middic-
distance runner] Said Aouita.”
he said .

"But is definite yet.”

He sald more details should
be announced on May 14.

Johnson Lewis in the Seoul
Qlympics but the Canadian
then

and was
m'll His form on in-
l.rlcil since his ban

his gold medal taken .
of the

| |
b 5

EY

ended has been mediocre.
medal and credited with the
wurld record for the Ume of

Car| Lewis i left) and Ben Johnson

9.92 seconds he set in Seoul
A rematch between the two

would be certain to involve

la:gc fees for both, men, who

have already agreed to meet in
Malmo, Sweden on August 5
before an expected nta-
tion later that month at the

world championships 1in

Tokyo Yohinsoin's toisl
Meanwhile Reuter from
Toronto adds: A Canadian
judge agreed on Friday to
posipone the trial of sprinter
Ben Johnson on an assault
charge until October 21 to al--
low him to compete this sum-
mer without interruption.
Judge Bill Babe of the
Ontario court's Provincial
Division said trial dates were
available in June, but
with the defence lawyer that
Johnson should be able to
complete his schedule in
Europe and the United States.
Sprinter Cheryl Thibedeau
alleged that Johnson, who re-
cently resumed his running
career after a two-year ban for
drug use, grabbed her around
the throat in.an incident last
December. She said she suf-
fered an asthma attack, a
swollen throat and whiplash as

a result.
Johnson was disqualified

fmm the 1988 Seoul Olurn'plcl
and stripped of a gold medal

and his world record after

testing positive for steroids,

LerS, Evans to skip Pan Am Games

RALMH (North Carolina)
May 4 : Olympic stars Carl
L-El--nddlnﬂ!:m:lndu
number of other top US ath
h:tr.l'ﬂbypﬂllhhlums
Pan American Games (o con
cenlrate on other evenls, ac-
u:udhghl.l!m reporis

*hh top-ranked US teams
are expected in basketball,
boxing., baseball and diving
key performers In athletics,
swimming and gymnastics will
skip the August 2-18 games in

say arc more important.

in spite of
the domination uf the Cames
L satd US
commitiee

s esman Mike Moran.

are too many conflicts.”
The conflicts, which In-

clude world and regional

JANET EVANS
Joe [ouglas, “IT's just nol
a majr meet* told Reaters,

"The  gnoust  prominent

fathiciics | moet this year will
be the World championships

then the invitational meets (in
Europe) where the athletes are
paid and will meet the best
competition.” Douglas said in a
telephone interview .

Even Canadian sprinter Ben
Johnson has said no to the
Games, which is expected to
draw some 6.650 athletes and
officials from 39 countries.

The former world record-
holder will face Lewis and US
teammate Leroy Burrell in an
ol RUSEY LRI
Sweden., that conflicts with
the Pan Am Games' athletics
schedule.

Sprint star Michael
Johnson, two -time Olympic
hurdles champion Roger
Kingdpm and 1988 gold
medallists Joe Deloach and
Steve Lewis also will be in
Europe or preparing for the
world championships
Tokyo August 24 Elruu
September 1.

“Its a ‘B’ team for sure.”
said Pete Cava, a spokesman
for the Athletics Congress, the
US governing body for athlet-
ics. "Dut in some s our 'H
team would be an 'A’ team in

towards IM nomm

National Champion Sycd
Tahmiédur Rahman maintamned

his lead in the first United
Insurance International

Masicrs' chess lWwurnament
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and fourth-see-

Petr Korda pos-
ted convincing straight set
victories on Friday to advance
to the semifinals of the
250.000-dollar Clay Courts of
Tampa tennis tournament,

| reports Reuter.

Rencberg. ranked 27th in
the world and locking for his
first career wurnament title,
downed seventh-seeded fellow
American Malival Walival

| Washingion 6-3. 6-3.

Today. Rencberg will take
on Peruvian Pabile who
recovered after dropping a
first set uebreak tn:hln-u
Kelly Evernden of New Zealand
6-7 64 6|

Kords emsily handied Mikac|
Pernfors of Sweden 6-3, 6-2.

many countries.”

In s . the best US
talent will be ing North,
nol South, in A

The first two fnishers in
the US championships are
committed to the Pan Pacific
championships, August 22-25
in Edmonton, Alberta, which
will match swimmers from
Australia, Canada, China,
Japan, the United States and
Latin America.

For top US ts, the
focus will be on the World
gymnastics championships
September 6-15 in
Indianapolis.

“There wasn't enough time
for them to prepare for:both
the Pan Am Games and the
World championships.” said
Patti Auer, US Gymnastics
Federation s

The US men's b-lkﬂbl.ﬂ

ers. w'lllﬂ:l.rp D{ml re-

scmblance to the 1992 US
squad for the Barcelona
Olympics, where pros from the
National Basketball Association
are expected to be a dominant

force.

Radical decision

ganising committee for the
1994 World Cup

radical proposal from the US
organisers regarding the final.
reports Reuter.

An international Football
Federation (FIFA) committee
spokesman said the
was that the final be
and not settled by penalty
kicks if it remained tied alter

exira time.
The committee decided

that to factlitate identification,
the players names would be
on the back of their jerseys wit
the numbers in front.

The committee also gave
the green light to a request
from coaches that the two
lub-mutnntndhcm
from any of tlmﬁﬂ
p ﬂﬂfﬂnnrru

FIFA before final
mounds.

But, as this involved a
change in the rules it would’
need the a of the FIFA's
law-making bedy. the
Iinternational Football
Assoclation Board, when it
meets in Belfast next month,
the officials added.

Sport

| Bangladesh lead

Bahrain 2-1

MANAMA, May 4
lead Bahrain 2- l
after winning the doubles in
the first round of the Davis Cup
Asfa-Oceania Zone Group Two
here today. reports ‘Reuter.

Shovon Jamaly and Sardar
Iftekhar of Bangladesh beat
Essam Abdul A'al and Shehab
Rashid Shehab of Bahrain 6-2,
6-2, 6-4 in the doubles.

Earlier, in the singles,
Shovon Jamaly defeated
Shehab Rashid Shehab 6-1. 6-
1, 6-4 while Sardar lftekhar
lost to Essam Abdul A'al 2-6, 3-
6 and 2-6 yesterday.

The reverse singles will be
held tomorrow.

Abahani in semis

Abahani Krira Chakra quali-
fied for the semi-final in the
Nagjee football tournament
beating Titanium 1-0 in the
last match of Group Two at
Kozhikode Kerala, [ndja. Friday
according to a message re-
ceived here tonight, reports
BSS.

Rumi scored the all impor-
tant goal for Abahani in the
16th minute. ;

Both the 'defending cham-
pions, Abahani, and the Indian
national Pre-Olympic [botball
team collected five points in
Group Two to enter the semi-
finals. The goal averages of the
two teams are also equal and
the group positions were de-
cided through lots. Abahani
were placed in the second po-
sition in the lots.

The Indian national eleven
will play the first semi-final
against Kerala Police in the
first semi-final.

BKSP's offer

Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protisthan [BKSP) has ex-
pressed its willingness to play
some exhibition football
mat::hes in different districts

to raise funds for the cyclone
affected people, according to a
press release yesterday. re-
ports BSS.

The funds, raised from the
matches will be donated to the
Prime Minister's Reliel Fund.

Intending district sports
associations and teams have
been requested to contact the
Director (Training) of the
BKSP immediately.

Nat'l basketball
postponed

Sports Reporter
The 15th national basketball
championship scheduled tp
begin from May 10 has been
postponed due to the adverse
in situation prevailing in the
country after the recent cy-
clonic storm in the coastal belt
according to a press release is-

sued yesteyday by the secretary
tournament committee, Imtiaz

Khan Babul of Bangladesh
Basketball Federation.

The fresh date for the compe-
tition will be announced later

on.
Imtiaz Khan condoled on be-

hall of the federation, the loss
of thousands of Hves lost in the
devastating storm and paid re-
spect and prayed for the de-

parted soul

Lankans take 3-0
lead over Syria

COLOMBO, May 4: Sri Lanka
took an unassailable 3-0 lead
over Syria in the Davis Cup Asia
Oceanta Zone Group 11 first-
round tie here today, comfort-
ably winning the doubles

match 6-1, 6-1, 6-1. reports
AFP. o
Jayendra Wijeyesckera

partnered his captain Arjun
Fernando to bring Sri Lanka

viclory over Syria's doubles |

of Samer Mourad and

pair

when they
the itallan Open tennis tou-
mament, reports Reuter.
World number three Lendl
who declared he would never
play in Rome again after being
constantly heckled by the
imlian crowd on his way to the
title in 1988, has decided he
is to face the rowdy Foro
agatn.

[ talbeo
Flve-times Wimbledon
Borg. returning at
the of 34 after a consider-

ably absence than the
Czechoslovak-born American.
faces a far tougher test of his
mettle in his comeback at-
His first titive match
for eight in Mote Carlo
last month ended In a humili-
ating defeat, followed shortly
after by the added trauma of a
suicide attempt by his Italian
wife Loredana Berte.
Organisers said Borg, win-
ner on his last in
Rome when he at ltalian

idol Adriano Panatta in the
1978 final. had asked to play

MILAN, May 4:

Disgraced Argc-
ntine soccer star
Diego Maradona
wzis fined 12,500
dollars on Friday
for insulting the referee in one
of his last matches in Italy,

-reports Reuter.

Maradona, released on bail
on drugs charges in Buenos
Aires last weckend, criticised
the referee after his Napoli
club’'s 1-0 home win over

Sampdoria in the Italian Cup

semifinals in March.

The punishment brought to
about 63,000 dollars the
amount the outspoken
Maradona has been fined in a
tumultuous season in Italy.

Napoli were fined 10,000
dollars for their. former cap-
tain's offence.

The Argentine returned to
his home country on April 2
after a lecague dope test
showed he had taken cocaine
and five days later he was sus-
pended from soccer world-
wide for 15 months.

Meanwhile, AP adds from
Naples : A Naples § . inves-
tigating a drug trafficking and
‘prostitution case allegedly in-
volving Maradona, on Friday
was handed the experts re-
ports about wire-tapping of the
player's calls.

Judge Nicola Quatrano re-
fused to disclose details of the
tapping but said the public
prosecutor will decide next
week whether Maradona can
be charged in the case.

The 1986 World Cup most
valuable player was accused by
some Neapolitan figures of us-
ing cocaine and of being a reg-

ular customer of a prostitution

R S T e R S5
More ﬁnes for Maradona

Added insult!

NAVARRE, Spain, May 4 :
Disgraced - Argenlina and
Napoli soccer star Diego
Maradona, banned from foot-
ball and charged with drug
possession, has one more tor-
ment to endure, '

A Spanish village has voted
to burn him in effigy at the
stake. 1

The 275 villagers of Murieta
in the Basque-speaking region
of Navarre voted in a tradi-
tional May rite to put a straw

effigy of Maradona on a pole in

the village square to be in-
sulted for a month before be-
ing burnt at the stake.

"Every year we choose a
popular figure and this year it
is Maradona,”" a local official
told Reuter on Friday. "The fi-
esta is a lot of fun.”

Previous effigies burnt by

villagers include former British

Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, Real Madrid goal
keeper Paco Buye and J.R.
Ewing, villain of the US televi-
sion series "Dallas”.

Che Laily Star 7

- Maradona denfed the aceu-
sations before returning to his
native country last month.
= Enozo Maria Siniscalchi,
aradona's lawyer in |
nﬁm‘lﬁ:r ﬂﬂl“&kﬂﬁtmﬂ?l
player plans to return to
later this rmnthtnchﬂ'uphlll;
position.
it was unclear, hum i
Maradona can leave Argentina
while free on bail.

‘Minister’s denial

Anuther AP message [rom
Buenos Aires said : Maradona
has not requested enrollment
in ment
uﬁﬂdmermnﬁwm
help in curing drug depen-
dence, Health Minister Avelino
Porto said Friday.

"So far, we havé not re-
ceived any such request” from
Maradona, the minister told
reporters during a tour of the

state-run Center for Soeial
Reeducation, which specializes
in treatment of drug addiction.
Maradona, considered the
world's best soccer player for
most of the last decade, is free
on 20,000 dollars bond on
charges of drug possession and
distribution. He was arrested
April 26 in a police raid on a
Buenos Aires apartment.
Marcos Franchi, Maradona's
manager, said Thursday that
"several psychologists nlrcady
are treating Maradona” who
has remained in seclusion at
his home since his release

from custody last Sunday.

Maradona "is firmly re-
solved not to [all under the
temptation of drugs again”™ and
"if necessary, is willing to be
hospitalized” for treatment,
Franchi said.

Zhao stretches eranata

| COPENHAGEN ,
| May 4 Ind-
-1 onesian world nu-
W mber one Ardy
4 Wiranata twice

saved match po-
ints to beat arch-rival Zhao
Jianhua of China in the
Sudirman Cup world mixed
team badminton championship
on Friday, reports Reuter.

Wiranata tly dcpoﬂod
Zhao as All
but it was his wmnv:rhh

Chinese rival in six attempts
and is bound to give an impor-
tant psyc boost ahead
of next week's world individual
c nships..

The 7-15, 17-16, 15-8 vic-
tory gave Indonesia a 3-0 win-
ning lead before the Chinese

a little pride by
m and m‘aw
bles. Cup holders Indonesia
earned a semifinal match with
Denmark, who went down 4-1
to South Korga.

Although all four countries
were assured of their semifinal
slot bcl‘ar: y began, there
were no s barred when

ZHAO JIANHU/
Wiranata met Zhao.

it produced one of the
sport’'s memorable encounters
which kept the crowd
enthralled for 70 minutes.

Zhao, who had a disappoint-
ing time in the prestigious All-
England championship in

ROSWELL, Geor-
gia, May 4 : Top-
seed Andre Aga-
i ssi beat Patrick
McEnroe and fif-
th-seed Michael
Chan,g :Iinﬂnntm:l Scott Davis
on Friday to reach Saturday's
semifinals of the A-T-and -T
Challenge, reports AP.

Agassi topped McEnroe 6-
1, 7-6 (7-4), while Chang clim-
inated Davis 6-2, 7-8 (B-6).

In the late matches, sec-
ond-sced Pete Sampras took a
hard-fought 6-3, 7-6 (10-8)
victory over No. 3 Brad Gilbert.
David Wheaton advanced over
Aaron Krickstein 6-4, 7-6 (7-
4) in the round-robin compe-
tition.

The remaining quarterfinal
matches were Friday night be-

tween second-seed Pete
and Brad Gilbert, and
Aaron Krickstein and David

Amnis Halez. Wheaton.
St Latka won the two No. B McEnroe saved three
operd sir on Friday. match nts in the second !ﬂ

and then converted his only
break point by nafling a back-
hand return winner.

"He played a good game to
break me," Agassi said. He had
a few big shots.”

But, the ticbreaker, Agassi
jumped to a 6-1 lead with an
ace and strong play from the
back court. McEnroe climbed
back with two first serve win-
ners and a forehand winner.
Then Agassi pounded a first
serve on the seventh match
point to seal the victory at 7-4.

In the Chang-Davis match.

Nat'l wrestling
postponed

Sports Reporter
The national and national ju-
nior wrestling competition,
scheduled to begin in the see-
ond week of the May, has been

posipened.
The fresh dates for the merets
will be anrmunru:l later on.

March, was back to his best in
the first game, smashing
cross-court with venom and
The Indonesian struck back
in the second game and went
into a 14-5 lead before Zhao
staged an amazing recovery.
With the help of two lucky
net calls at 12-14 and 13-14

In a l:rluu of splendid ex-
Wiranata saved two

points, the second an
nhmﬂunhchcvnhhmhnmnﬂl

vicious smash delivered at the
net by the Chinese.

The scores remained close
in the third game until sud-
denly Zhao's stamina seemed
to ebb. From 10-8 Wiranata ran
through the last five points in
under a minute.

Today's semifinal line-up
will see 1989 runners-up
South Korea against China,
with Indonesia playing
Denmark, the same semifinal
line-up as in the inaugural even

Mmaﬁl

Agam beats Pat McEx McEnroe

serving and erratic
buclt-:phflnﬂmﬂmmht
Chang break service in the
third, fifth and seventh games.
Davis won just eight points on
serve,

But in the second set, Davis
began attacking the net, break-
ing early to go up 4-1. He
served two double faults in the
seventh game.

Chang took the ticbreaker
8-6 as Davis made a er-
ror and then hit a long over-
head.

Against Gilbert, Sampras
rushed to a 6-3 lead in the
tiebreaker, but missed five

match points.

Gilbert tied it at 8, but
Sampras rallied with an over-
head smash, and forchand
passing shot down the line.

Krickstein led 4-0
Wheaton in their ticbrealker,
with his own ace and three
Wheaton backhand errors. But
Wheaton battled back for the
next 7 points and the match.

BJORN BORG
but lhzmuldrntmnﬂnnhe
would 80
The entry
ment is the

It includes most top players
except men’'s world number

for the tourna-
for years.

and
StefMi

one Stefan Edberg
women's number two
Cral '

The 8500.000-dollar wo-
men's tournament, for whi-ch
seeds will be announced on
Sunday. runs huﬂ-yﬂln 12.

The men's competition,
worth 1.28 million dollars, is
from May 13 w 18,

With Graf absent because of
playing commitments in her

Lendl, Borg for Itahan Open

native Germany, the women's

favourite is likely to be world
number one Monica Seles who
won last year.

Yugoslav Seles, who in
March knocked Graf off the
number one perch she had oc-
cupied since August 1987, can
expect to meet either third-
ranked Gabricla Sabatini of
Argentina or the fourth-ranked
Martina Navratilova in the final.

As well as Sabatini, the
wildly partisan fans will get
behind American tee r

Cecchini.

In the men's competition.
three-times Wimbledon win-
ner Boris Becker. who was
beaten in the final of the
Monte Carlo n on Monday,
will again be that elu-
sive first clay court !

Lendl, more at home on
clay than Becker, won here in
1986 and 1988,

IA:.W in ﬂ:rmlnu
will G France,
MOW m“imwh behind
Andre Agassi, It is not clear
whether the ecolourful
American will play in Rome.

Last year's winner, Austrian

IVAN LENDL

Thomas Muster, has d
oul of the 1op 20 but mmw":
dang crous outsider.

Lical passion will be re-
servied for ltaly's fastest-rising
player, Cristiane Caratti,
dubbed the Karate Kid, who
beal Lendl at the Milan tndoor
towimament in

. Hhm-'y —re
John Hcl:nm whose flery
temperament delights the rau-
cous Mallan fans. and Sweden's
Mats Wilander, back after dab-
bling in a rock music career.



