The Jaltya Sangsad resumed

its sitting at 11-40 am

Saturday with Speaker Abdur
Ralunan Biswas in the chair,

reports BSS.

The day's proceedings be-
gan with recitation from the
Holy Quran.

After the recitation, Law
and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz ted the
chair 1o set timelimit for the
members to take part in the
discusasions on the bills to be
passed loday .

He said five bills have to be
passed by the House and au-
thenticated by the Acting
President today.

Mirza Hafiz said it was ob
scrved [rom the previous ex-
periences that normally two to
three hours time was required
to pass any bill by the House.
In this re he referred to

rule 291 of the rules ol pro-
cedure and suggested that the
Speaker limil discussions on a
bill 1> 30 mimates only.

Suranjit Sengupta

Suranjit Sengupta (GP-
Sunamganj) rising on a point ol
order., said that the
sovereignty of Parliament
would be curtailed if the time-
limit was fixed by the minister.
He said it was the responsibil-
ity of the Speaker to set time-
limit il the discussions were
prolonged unnecessarily

Gupta said how the question
of timelimit could be raised
whoen the  bill ftsell was nol
even placed for consideration.

Tofael Ahmed

Tofael Ahmed (AL-Bhola)
then tried to draw the atten-
tion of the chair to a news
jtem. published in Saturday's
paper. But his contention was
expunged by the Speaker. say-
ing that Ahmed was not given
the oo

"Abdus Samad Azad

The deputy Leader of the
Opposition, Abdus Samad Azad,
seeking permissfon from the
chair, said that it was a matter
of great regret that the gov-
ernment could not yet furnish
the appraisal report to the
foreign missions on the extent
of loss due to the eyclone and
the requirement of relicf for
the cyclone aflected people.

He relerred o the ncwspa-
per report and said the forcign
missions had alleged that they
had nol got the report.

The Speaker then informed
the House that seven noliccs
on breach of member's privi-
lege had been received. [ive
being on one subject while twu
others by individual members
of other matters. He said |
would give ruling on these no
tices later on.

He said he had received L3 -

call attention notices Saturday.

;

every
Chowdhury
House that the Leader ‘of the
House and Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia had gone to
the affected areas.

~understanding with

Parliament
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Probe into purchase of allegedly low
quality machine ruled out

"We want to discuss this is-
day.” he said. Prof

informed the

He suggested that the

Speaker could fix up a time in

The following is the re-
maining part of Friday's JS

proceedings

Alter the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia completed
her statements, the Speaker
took up the day's legislative
business and said six bills were
to be considered.

Tariqul Islam

Then State
Social Welfare and Women's
Affairs, Tariqul Islam called for
taking up the "Jatiya Mahila

tha Bill, 1991" immedi-
ately for consideration by the
House.

But the Jatiya Party mem-
bers tried to raise a privilege
motion on Anwar Hossain
Manju MP and being refused
staged a walk out. Howevcr,
they returned after a few min-
utes,

Taking the floor, the
independent and Opposition
me rs called upon Tariqul
1slam to either withdraw the
bill or send it to elicit public
opinion. They termed the bill
"undemocratic” and regretted
that a democratic government,
elected after a prolonged anti-

au movement, wanted
to move a bill of Ershad
regime.

The Independent and

Opposition members, who
took the floor, were Nurul
Islam Moni (Ind-Bargunaj.
Azizur Rahman (AL-
Moulvibazar), Rahmat Al (AL-
Gazipur), Rahida Khatoon
(Jamaat Women's seat —

n-Natore), Rashed Khan
Menon (WP-Bakerganj).
Sheikh Harunur Rashid Mia
(AL-Khulna), Matiur Rahman

Nizami (Jamaat—Pabna).
Rashed Mosharrol (AL
Jamalpur), Dhirendra Nath
Shambhu (AL-Barguna).
Munsur Ahmed ra),
Mohammad Nasim (Al-
Sirajganj). Sudhangshu
Shekhar Haldar (AL-

Pirozepur], Asaduzzaman (AL-
Magura), Sajeda Chowdhury
(AL-Faridpur), and Advocatc
Fazle Rabbi (JP-Gaibanda).

Farida Rahman

Treasury Bench member
Farida Rahman and Sarwari
Rahman also took the floor and
said there was no need to send
the bill to elicit public opinion.

The House rejected the
amendments.

When Deputy Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali pointed out
the shortage of time, the
Leader of the Opposition took
the floor and stressed on the
need for discussion on the bill
as there were objections to it.

B. Chowdhury

The Deputy Leader of the
House Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury said there was f[n
the
Opposition that only one or
two of their member woulkl
speak on the bill to enable the
MPs to go to the cyclone al-
fected areas and speak on the
speech of the Acting President
made in the House on the
opening day.

Nurul Islam Moni

Nurul Islam Moni (Ind-
Barguna) pleaded for incorpo-
rating his amendments in the
bill before its passage.

Suranjit Sengupta

Suranjit Sengupta said the
nol play any role in
the transition to democracy.
He said the provision on nom-
iaation at every step of ap-
pointment of officials of the

bill wou

Minister for -

the evening to discuss the sit-
uvation created by the cyclone
and the reliel operations.
Meantime, we can pass the
pending bills, he said.

His suggestion was greeted
by the opposition members
through thumping of table.

Azizur Rahman

The Speaker, then gave the
floor to Azizur Rahman (AL-
Moulvibazar) for moving his
call attention notice.

Moving his call attention
notice, Azizur Rahman said
that the autherity of
Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Kalyan Trust had hased

"Foreign

Jatiya Mahila Sangstha would
rather make things compli-
cated than delivering any good.

Fazle Rabbi

Advocate Fazle Rabbi (JP-
Gaibandha) also spoke in sup-
port of the inclusion of his
amendments in the bill.

Sudhangshu Shekhar Halder
(AL-Pirojepur) called for In-
corporating his amendment in
the bill.

Delwar Hossain

Chiel whip of the Treasury
Bench Delwar Hossain the
arguments put forward the
members of opposition on the
bill were self-contradictory as
some of them called for send-
ing the bill to elicit public
opinion and some called for
adopting it after incorporating
their amendments.

He requested the Chair to

pass the bill after adopting his
amcndments,

the

Leader of
Opposition Sheikh Hasina
wondered as to why they

The

Treasury Bench became so se-
rious to pass the "Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha Bill, 1991", in which
calls for appointing every offi-
cial in the Sangstha, not
through election, but by nomi-
nation.

She said she would not have
any objection if the interests of
the women could be served
through this bill.

She said there was no need
for the Jatiya Mahila Sangstha
as the rights of the women
werc well protected in the
constitution of the country.
She said the money that would
be spent for the Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha could instead be used
for the education of the wom-
enfolk by establishing more
schools and colleges lor
women in the country.

Sheikh Hasina also plcaded
for having a dialogue with the
representatives of the #7
women's organisations which
participated actively in the
anti-autocracy movement.

She said Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gave
duc honour to the women. She
said Bangabandhu gave
‘Beerangana' titles to the
women subjected to distress
during the liberation war.

She said during the regime
of Ziaur Rahman 150 women
in northern Bangladesh volun-
tarily registered their names
as prostitutes being driven by

thc pangs of hunger after a -

famine that visited that area in
1979. She called for the with-
drawal of the bill for enhaneing
the dignity of women.

Defending the bill State
Minister for Women's Affairs
Tariqul Islam said the bill was
withdrawn after introducing it
earlier to incorporate amend-
ments Lo it

He said the amendments
suggested by the Chief Whip of
the Treasury Bench and those

Suranjit Sengupta and

Mohiuddin Ahmed were duly
considered for inclusion. He
also requested the Chair to in-
corporate the amendments in
the bill before its passage.

dollar, he said.
oo e g M
irregular purchase
to save the welfare
trust, considering shaheed
families were being given al-
lowances frem the income of

the
" Sajidul Huq

Replying (o the molion,
Agriculture Minister Majidul
Huq. who is in charge of the
Ministry of Defence in the
Sangsad. gave a detalled re
and said that ns of ir-

regularities regarding the
on

hase were not based
ﬁ and statistics. As such. he
sald the demand for cancelling
the contract and holding judi-
clal enquiry did not arise.

After disposing of the call
attention notice. the Speaker
took up the day's legislative
business and invited the Law
and Justice Minister to table
his bill.

The bill was then passed by
voice vote alter incorporating
the amendments as suggested
by Chiel Whip Delwar Hossatin.

Tofael Ahmed

Participating in the discus-
sion on *"Bank-Company Bill,
1991, Awami League member
Tofael Ahmed alleged that
some of the in the
bill was con to fundamen-
tal rights. He further charged
that the current bill was actu-
ally drafted by the us
government. Therefore, it
needed careful examination.
Ahmed called for deletion of
undemocratic provisions from
the bill.

Taking the floor, Jatiya

member Moudud Ahmed
said, this bill was very impor-
tant for the growth and reju-
venation of the economy. He
said banks which dealt with
public deposits should be
armed with such laws that
could be trustworthy and pro-
tected public interest, He
mentioned that the bill was
the outcome the considera-
tions of a highpowered com-
mittee that recommended
necessary measures for the
protection of public interest.
He mentioned similar bills
were in existence in Pakistan
and India.

This bill should not be dis-
carded only because it was
drafted during the previous
regime, he commented. |

Moudud Ahmed that
there should be provisions in
the bill which provided the
scope for 1inclusfon of

esh nationals in the
board of director of foreign
banks as it was in other coun-
tries. He also said that banks
being an important institution
must have social commitment,
which the private banks now
lacked. Nationalised commer-
cial banks alone should not be
burdened with the responsi-
bility of extending credit for
economic development, he
said, adding private commer-
cial banks should also share
the responsibility.

ll:m:;ld Ahmed demanded
only Sonali Bank be left as the
only nationalised commercial
banks and other nationalised

Workers Party member
Rashed Khan Menon said,
since the bill is related to per-
sons who deal with peoples’
déposit. It demands carelul
scrutiny. He asked for taking
opinions of the private sector
banking and chambers about
the bill. '

Suranjit Sen Gupta of
Ganotantri Dal said, since the
bill curtails the rights of the
sponsor directors, it was des-

tined to discourage those who
would take initiative to float a
bank. He called for removal of
the discrepancy in the bill.

Akhtaruzzaman Babu

Awami League member
Akhtaruzzaman Babu described
the bill as a product of the au-
tocratic regime and mentioned
that a copy of the bill reached
him seven months ago. He said
banking laws needed to be
amended, because those are
outdated.

But the amendment, must
be aimed at improvement
while not to make the laws
undemocratic, he opined. He

.........

But Suranjit Sengupta took
the foor on a point of order
and said Anwar Hossain (JP-
Pirojpur] was arrested from
the precincts of the Sangsad
Bhaban in the presence of
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury
and he himself.

Referring to the relevant
rules of procedure. Sengupta
wanted to know whether the
Speaker had given permission
to arrest Hossain.

The Speaker said he had al-
ready received some notices
on the matter, he sald he
would give decision on the
matter later

At this stage, the Law and
Justice Affairs Minister, Mirza
Golam Haliz said the point,
raised by Sengupta. did not fall
under any point of order. It
could be a point of privilege.
He advised the member to dis
cuss the issue under the rele-
vant rule ol the rules ol proce

pointcd out thal the clause 1o
remove a sponsor dircctor
after six years, would crate
vacuum in banking. He de-
manded examination of the bill
by an experts’ committec be-
fore placing it in the House

Sheikh Ansar Ali

Jamaat-e-Islami member
Sheikh Ansar Alf said the bill
should be sent to elicit public

opindon.

State Minister for Finance
Mujibur Rahman said the pre-
sent bill has been brought to
control the private banks In
the interest of the economy.
He said the provision of con-
tinuing the tenure of sponsors
directors for unlimited period
has generated favouritism lead-
ing to squandering of the
money deposited by people.
Many of the sponsor directors
took huge loans [rom the
banks and never repaid them.
No step could be taken to re-
cover the loans from the de-
faulters. neither any action was
taken against the defaulters,
he added.

He said the provision of six

duration for sponsor-di-
rectors in the private banks
has been made in the bill to
restore discipline in the na-
tional economy and run the
banks smoothly.
Thereafter, the Opposition
move for sending the bill for
eliciting public opinion was re-
setpd by volee vote.

Moving his amendment to
the bBill, Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury said the honest
desire expressed by the State
Minister for Finance in the bill
might not be effective because
of the lacuna in it. He pleaded
for incorporating the provision
of challenging the government
decision to the Supreme Court
in the bill.

- 8.8, Halder
- In his amendment S S
Halder (AL-Pirojpur) strongly
opposed the provision of Hmit-
ing the duration of sponsor di-
rectors of banks to six years.

Akbar Ali

Akbar Ali (BNP-Sirajgonj)
also criticised some provisions
in the bill and said its passage
would have adverse effects on

In his amendment Abdul
Matin Khasru (AL-Comilla) said
tf the bill was passed in its

present form foreign investors
would feel discouraged to in-

vest their capital in

Bangladesh.
He argued that the provi-
sion of fixing the time limit of

the sponsor directors of pri-
vate banks to six years was un-

Hossain. The Spea

Monirul Haq

Rising on a point of order.
Jattya Party member Monirul
Haq Chowdhury wanted /to
know from the chair why the
house was not informed of the
arrest of Anwar Hossain Manju
He demanded an explanation
why a member was arrested
despite the ruling of the
Speaker and also during the
continuation of the session.

Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas said a decision in this
regard would be given today

investors to feel discouraged'

democratic in nature. e nar-
rated how the autocratic
regime had used the banking
sector for political purpose
and looting money of the peo-
ple and thus destroyed the
cconamy.

In this connection, he re-
ferred to the address of the
Acting President in the
Sangsad in which he men-
tioned that Taka ten thousand
crore advanced to the indus-
trialists was still unrealised. He
further said that as banking is
controlled by the government.
The bill, if passed in its pre-
sent form would allow the

of eontrol to be misused

a government fif it were not
a pro-people one.

Taking the floor. Majubur
Rahman said a provision haus
been made in the bill so that
the deposit of he people could
not be misappropriated.

Regarding the limitation of
tenure of sponsor direc-
tors to six years, he said such a
system was in practice In
India. Pakistan and Hong Kong.

Then the amendment pro-
posals by Sudhangshu Shekhar
Haldar, Akbar Ali, Abdul Matin
Khashru and Salahuddin Qader
Chowdhury were placed before
the House. The proposals were
rejected by voice vote.

The House the bank
company bill, 1991, at 11.18

Education Minister Dr
Radruddoza Chowdhury, who is
in charge of the Election
Commission Secretariat in the
Jatiya Sangsad, placed “The
representation of thc people

(amendment]) bill, 1991°
immediate consideration.

for

A S M Firoz

The Deputy Speaker invited
A S M Firoz to move his resolu-
tion to circulate the bill for
cliciting public opinion.

Firoz moving his resolution
said that the Deputy Leader of
the House had said that he
wou ld the bill in another
form fulfiling the hopes and
aspirations of the people,

He said if the bill was now
passed in the present form
then the nine year movement
against the autocratic -
ment would be mningg:.

Khalemul Islam (AL-
Thakurgaon), Advocate
Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu
(AL-Barguna), Sheikh Ansar Ali
(Jamaat-Satkhira) moved their
resolutions and called for elic-
iting public opinion before
passing the bill

Sheikh Harunur Rashid (AL-
Khulna) and Khan Tipu Sultan
(Al.-Jessore) called for sending
the bill to the seleet commit-

lee.

P’ro Badruddoza Chowdhury
participating next said that the
bill would be passed with
amendments brought by
Treasury Bench member from
Munshigan] Wing Commander
(Retd) M Hamidullah.

Both the resolutions of elic-
iting publi¢ opinion and send-
ing it to the select committee
were rejected by voice vote.

Wing Commander M
Hamidullah then placed the
amendments to the bill which
was passed unanimously by the
House.

The House later unani-
mously passed the representa-
tion of the people
(amendment) bill, 1991.

Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury
extended thanks to the
Opposition Bench for unani-
mously passing the bill.

The Delimitation ol
Constituencies (Amendment)
Bill. 1991, was unanimously
passed in the Sangsad.

Earlier winding ur the dis-
cussion on the bill, Deputy
Leader of the House and pro-
poser of the bill Professer
Badruddoza Ch;:d:.my said
the passage of was a
must for in holding of ten by-
elections.

On the comments of the
Opposition members, Prof
C hury said ordinance on

lalder criticised the prowi-
sions in the bill to raidsc the

punishment saying only by n

.m.‘l“' P'Il-ﬂl-lh.l‘lll, crimes

would not be contained. He al-
leged that some provistons of
the Special Powers Act have
been quietly incorporated in
the Penal Code. He asked the
minister o remove those pro-
visions of the Special Powers

de limitation was promulgated
bey Acting
Shahabuddin Ahmed who was
chosen by the parties that

waged the movement against

autvcracy. That's why it was
obliga on the part of those
who ﬁxzﬂ against au-
tocracy to help passage of the
bill. He requested members

belo to Oppesition Bench
o ex thetr support in this
regard.

Taking part in the discus-

sion on the bill. Awami League
member A S M Firez de-
manded that the delimitation
ol constituencics for 1973 and
1979 parllamentary elections
be retained. He sald since the
current bill was not the -
erty of the BNP, it shou
withdrawn.

Jamaat-e-Islami member
Sheikh Ansar Al said since Lhe
bill was prepared by the auto-
cratic government, it should
be withdrawn and sent to elieit
public opinton.

The proposals of sending
the bill for eliciting public
opinion and sending to the se-
leet committee were rejected
by volce votes.

Then the Deputy Leader of
the House and Education
Minister Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury placed the repre-
sentation of the people (scats
for women members)
(amendment) bill, 1991. for
adoption in the House.

Participating in the discus-
sion on the bill, ASM Firoz (AL-
Patuakhall) said that the
women members of the House
after their election went to the
mazar of Ziaur Rahman to
place floral wreath there. He
said so they should also have
offered a bouquet to the de-
posed President Ershad for
having made the opportunity
for them to come to the House.

Giving his points of view in
supporting the ol the
bill, Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury said the initiative
of electing women members
was taken by the members
who were seated before me al
the moment. He said, "1 must
H;al:llk them for that” hulg he
said, the provision ol 15
women m:ran in the House
was Inadequate and the
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman increased the number

to 30 subsequently.

He called upon the mem-
bers of the Opposition to help
pass the bill unanimously as
they did in case of the passage
of the twe other bills in the

'House yesterday.

The Representation of the
People (seats for women
members) (amendment) Bill,
1991, was then passed by the
House by voice vote.

The Election Officials
(Special Regulations) Bill.

1991, was unanimously passed
by the House after A F M

Jahangir Hussain (AL-
Patuakhali) withdrew his
amendment.

Deputy Leader of the House
Prol ruddoza Chowdhury
ho that all of us would be

to face the national disas-
ter through united efforts in
the same spirit as the bill was

passed.

Hﬂ::rruc-unl the senti-
ment Prof Chowdhury the
Opposition Chief Whip Md

We want lo continue this pro-
cess, he said and hoped that
the Leader of the House would

Justice

Taking the floor, Advocate
Dhirendra Devnath Shambhu
(AL-Barguna). called for send-

ing the Penal Code
(Amendment) Bill. 1991
elictt

He said the Acung

President promulgated an or-
dinanee tn this regard under

circumstances which,
he added. has no necessity in
the present context

The Speaker. Abdur
Rahman Biswas. adjourned the
House at 1:10 pm tdl 3 pm
this aftermoon.

As soon as the House re-
sumed In the aflternoon.
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
invited discusasion on the Penal
Code (Amendment) Bill. 1991.

Asaduzzaman

Participating in the discus-
sion, uzzaman (AL-Magura)
said there was a scope for
chaos and indiscipline during
the last general clections but
the situation no more existed
NOW.

He said no law was being
cnacted to round up those
businesamen who crores
of Taka as loans from bank
from 1980 to 1990 and did
not repay them. He said there
would be no scope for eriti-
cism of the ot il the
bill was passed in the House.

Nurul Islam Moni

Nurul Islam Moni (Ind
Barguna) said it would have
been better to be with the al
fected people in the cyclone
battered areas than to partics

in the discussion. He said
would still do it as the bill
was very important

He called upon the mem-
bers of the Treasury Bench to
deeply think before passing
the bill

Advocate Fazle Rabbi JP-
Nilphamari) said the bill was
nothing more than a black law.
He said it only contained pro-
visions for enhancing the sen-
tence.

Rashed Khan Menon

Rashed Khan Menon
(Workers' Parly-Bakerganj)
said the bill was framed under
special circumstances which
did not exist now.

He said “we must refrain
from doing anything which will
help continue autocracy under
the garb of democracy”.

He said the aim of the bill
was not to stop forcible extor-
tion of money. But, he said, it
was aimed at curbing the ac-
tivities of the parties which
accepled contribution
(Chanda) from the pcople and
in return, wanted to work for
the cause of the people.

Shawkat AN

He urged the House to send
the bill to select commillee.
Col [Retd) Shawkat All (AL-
Shartatpur) said the bill would
give a handle to the govern-
ment and also to the law en-
forcing agencies to use it for
the repression of political rt-
vals

He said extortion of money
by individuals and could
never be s enacting
laws. He said social consclous-
ness was needed for stopping
this vice. He regretied that the
Jatiya Sangsad which was
achieved through a blood-
drenched movement would

enact an anti-people law.
Mohammad Abdus




