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Cholera breaks
out in Kurdish
refugee camp
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“Inevitably we're going to | ports Fil
sce cases of typhoid. There's The Congress (I) reitera-
the whole of intesti- | tion came within hours of
nal infections at Cukurca.” he | Imam Bukhari pledging sup-
sad ﬁ‘l to the Janata Dal and
parties in the coming
clections.

AIDS cases rise
by 14,000 in

Minorities Commission review

- of the Act of 1954°, raise

Apl'll A rapid action force

to communal riots, oper

GENEVA, 4 ; Officially- | ate special courts to try com

rtpurttdnﬂh:yﬂthﬁﬂ munal offences and identify
discase AIDS rose by mearly | riot-prone areas.

14,000 in April, reaching a Another reports says
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162 countries, the World

Health Organisation (WHO) | paper pages this time round.
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Cholera kills 7 in Colombia : ciie
killed seven people in Colombia and another 434 have been
infected with the discase that first in Colombia two
months ago in the Pacific town Lumaco, the Health
Minis in AFP.

Tl T T L e
region's poor sanitation facilities the would soon
reach Buenaventurea, Colombia's principal port about 400
kilometres (250 miles) away and about the same distance
from '

The team of doctors also predicted that the eflorts
of the Colombian t to the outbreak of
cholera in Lumaco on March 11 from taking root, it will be-

come an epidemic.
4 members of MSF wounded in

Lanka : Four members of Medecins Sans Frontieres
(MSF) were shot and wounded in northern Sri Lanka on
Friday, the International Medical Charity said in a statement,
Reuter reports from Paris.

The Paris based or said the four were driving
between Mannar and Vavuniya in a clearly marked car at the
time of the attack.

The wounded were taken to the capital Colombo and will
be flown to Paris this weekend.

No further details of the incident were immediately avail-

able.

Hurd in Saudi Arabia : sush roreign
Secretary Douglas Hurd arrived in this western Saudi Port
City late Friday on the last leg of a regional tour for
discussions on the Middle East peace process and post-Gulf
War era, AFP re from Jeddah.

Hurd, who in from Kuwait previously visited Egypt
and Jordan.

16 killed in S. Africa violence :

least 16 people were killed in Soweto Black township near
Johannesburg Friday in continuing clashes between rival
black factions, police said, AFP reports from Johannesburg.

Police found five bodies on Friday afternoon near a
migrant workers hostel in Soweto's Dube district, one of the
main flashpoints in clashes that began on May 1, police
spokesman Captain Joseph Ngobeni said.

Capt Ngobeni said late Friday that the situation in Soweto
was calm but tense,

The death toll in Soweto after three days of fighting,
mainly between supporters of Nelson Mandela's African
National Co (ANC) and the Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom
Party has now risen to 39, police said.

Texas A-and-M to get Bush

APErsS : George Bush will establish his presidential
rary ‘on the campus of Texas A-and-M University at College
Station, Texas, the White House announced Friday, AP reports
from Washington.
Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said library will be financed
entirely by non-federal funds raised by the university.
Selection of Texas A-and-M follows "an extensive review of
various library proposals by the archivist of the United States,
Don W. Wilson,"” said the White House statement
" Fitzwater told reporters Bush intends to take part in the
activities of the Hbrary and will maintain offices there after he
leaves the presidency.

Cheng!k to visit Gulf States : peence
retary Cheney will visit Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf States next week for high level talks on post-war

security in the region. the Pentagon announced ona Friday,
Reuter reports from W :

. The four-day visit beginning on Mo will be Cheney's
first to the Gulf since the war ended and fifth trip to the
area since [raq invaded Kuwait last August 2. He will go to
Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and Qatar.

The purpose of the trip is to discuss post-war security ar-
rangements with governments in the region, the defence de-
partment said in a brief statement.

Former Guatemalan Air Force

Head shot dead : e former head of the
Guatemalan Air Force was shot dead by unknown assailants
outside a relative's house on Thursday night, authorities said,
Reuter reports from Guatemala City.

A military communique said the killing of retired General
Anacleto Maza, 53, was a common crime and not politically
motivated. ‘

Press reports said the assailants stole the victim's car after
shooting him.

lent.it 1s not guite sure on
which side of the Ayodhya
shrine it should sit. With

bull by its horns il that means

dh&nrﬂ*huppcr caste Hindus
as well. Thus, already in

the
thick of electioneering . R?ﬁn
is still unsure about the efli-
cacy of the issues he is raising

Iin the midst of this
dilemma, the feasibic
electoral plank left for party

strategist is stability . They are

projecting as the “only
choice”. Andlhl{: arty presi
dent himself tmprnubcu that

after the Janata Dal flasco, it is
only the Congress (I} monolith
under him that can
stability. To his credii, he has
proved that even without the
of power, he has re-
tained his crowd-pulling abil-
ity. He has addressed
huge nallies in half-a-dozen

E

But fresh trouble is crop-
ping up for him. Bansi Lal's ex-
and his

Haryana seats unsale
Co . In Gujrat,
BJP is making political
capital of M J Akbar's contro-
versial remarks about Sardar
Patel in a recent book Says a
senior Congress (I) leader :
"Local sentiments are being
aroused on the plea that the
Congress (I) has fafled 1o con-
demn Patel's humiliation.”

Clearly, it's not going to be
plain sailing for the Congress
(1). The party is considering

its stand on the cru-
cial issue of reservations in its
election manifestoc. Ths mani-
festo — much slimmer than
the last time's unwieldy 64
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pages - wili highlight four ma-
jor points: stability, employ-
ment, price rise and India's
diminishing prestige in the in-
ternational arena It is, how-
ever. doubtful whether any of

these issues will prove power-

ful enough to counter the
BJP's Hindu nationalism or
VP Singh's caste-based reser-
vations.

That Rajiv is finding the go-
ing tough is apparem from his
move to woo both Mulayam
Singh Yadav and Chimanbhai

Patel. Had he been recasonably

certain of popular suppert in
Uttar Pradesh, he would not

have gone out of his way to be-
friend Yadav in the face of stifl
opposition from senior party

leaders.
One positive outcome of

this sense of enervation is that
Rajiv is £ more on
seasoned party Hands instead
of on personal [riends. This
time, there is no Mani Shankar
Afyer fixing his itinerary. It's
political secretary, Jeetendra
Prasad, who is preparing his
tour programme, based on

Ahluwalia.
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HOLLYWOOD : Larry Hagman as J. R. Ewing (second from left) performs the final scene

from the long-running hit series, "Dallas” aired May 3. In a scene reminiscent of Frank
Capra's "It's a Wonderful life,” Hagman stands before his "angel,” Joe] Grey (L) while
looking at Patrik Duffy, (R) who plays his brother Bobby, and Kim Ulrich. — AFP/ UNB photo.

Madonna can't sing,

says Michael Jackson

NEW YORK, May 4: Singer
Michael Jackson is the
latest celebrity to get the
unauthorised bjography

treatment, with a 625-page

book that details the

bad blood between the
gloved one and superstars
Prince and Madonna,
reports AP.

"Michael Jackson: The Magic
and the Madness" deals
with the acclaimed per-
former’s’life from his birth,

touc on his surgeries
{six nose jobs, a cleft chin)
and his sex Hfe (not much
of one).

Author J. Taraborrelli,
whose last biography

targeted Diana Ross, focuses
on her Motown protege

than 400 Iinterviews,
includin three with
Jackson, the book.

Jackson may have accom-
Madonna to the
recent Academy Awards

, but Taraborrelli
writes gmt he has little

Jackson was also jealous at the
acclaim Madonna received
as "artist of the decade” in
1989, and arranged for
MTV to present him with
his own artist of the '80s
award.: "That'll teach the
heifer,” Jackson reportedly
said.

He also used the bovine insult
against interviewer Barbara
Walters, who mentioned
Jackson's plastic surgery in
a television report.

"She's got her nerve. Look at

all the surgery she's had.,”

Jackso
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. "Look at those eyes. Look at -

the nose.
Jackson is also less an
about the s of
Frank Sinatra and Bruce

ringsteen.

"l :u]:ft know what people see
in the guy. He's a legend,
but the man isn't much of a
singer,” Jackson says of
Sinatra.

And the Boss? "They call Bruce
the boss and he's really
overrated. He can't and
he can't dance.," Jackson

says. .
There's no love lost between

Jackson and Prince either.
Jackson believed that
Prince had attempted to
use the supernatural to
undermine his career. At a
meeting between the two,
Prince gave Jackson box

filled with feathers and

suggestions by state
leaders. Former finance rrm
ter. Pranab Mu . apart
from being in draft-
ing the mantfesto, is also advis-
ing Rajiv on economic issues.
And AICC () secre-
taries are holding talks with
state leaders about candidate
selection

The party’s decision to de-
centralise the entire publicity
business has also curbed li“;
influence of Rajiv groupies
Visvajit Prithvijit Singh and SS

| Venkataraman

gives blanket
protection to

security forces

NEW DELHI, May 4: India's
President has given blanket
protection from prosecution by
state authorities to security
forces accused of committing
human abuses in arcas
facing nationalist rebellions,
reports AP.

President Ramaswami Ven-
kataraman promulgated an
ordinace Thu requiring
ap by authorities

any dbﬂph:g action
is taken against a ser-
vant when an area is under
federal rule.

The ordinance was In-
tended to protect police and

litary forces in the trou-
and Jammu-Kashmir who fear
retribution once new state
governments are elected to
replace federal authority.

Punjab and Assam are due
to hold election II:: Junt.hhl-
lo national elections lor a
n:nshﬂlunent. while federal
rule will remain in effect in
Kashmir.

Punjab, where Stkh extrem-
ists have been campaigning to
secede from India, has been
under federal rule sirice 1987.
The local government in
Assam was 8§ earlier
this year when the army was
sent to the far eastern state to

press an ethnic Assamese
::asltbm

The ordinance covers any

public nnlt:t.:hll:l —— or
charge of his official duty.”
Bush, Gorbachev
to meet before
middle of this yr
HELSINKI, May 4 : US

President George Bush and
Soviet leader Mikhail
n:? meet before
the middle this year, a
senior Soviet official said
Friday. reports Reuter.
Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Vitaly Churkin said
their meeting planned for
earlier this had been
. not cancelled.
henever the

Presidents decide they

3

two

., May 4

Friday that as

may be moving into

Iraq where more than | mil-

Hon iragl refugees already have
fled, reports AP.

A report by the UN Disaster
Relief Organtzation, UNDRO
said that as of April 29 there
were |.042.989 iragl refugees
inside lran. But it satdd the UN
is o deal with
i because lines of
wl-‘ were walting o enter
Iran.

In addition. it sald UNDRO
may have to increase its
ity even further “if the
tions of a possible influx of
600,000 internally displaced
Shi'a into Khuzistan

tary elections, reports AP.

Battered Conservalives
blamed their in local
elections on the recession and
on the so-called poll tax im-
posed under Margaret

Party.

At stake in the Thursday
polling were seats in 369 local
councils. Labour control
of 17 new councils, for a total
of 127. The Conservatives lost
control of 42 councils and

ned control of three others,

them with 80 councils.

The Liberal Democrats also
won control of 17 councils.
The rest of the councils do not

have a majority of seats held by
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lost 17 per cent of their seals,
while Labour showed a |5-per
cent gain and the Liberal
Democrats had a 3]1-per cent

atn.
The opposition drive into

Conservative stron s In-
cluded the genteel coastal
town of Eastbourne, which

went to the Liberal Democrats,
and the naval base of Plymouth,
which swung soclalist after 25
years of Tory control
In the industrial
central England, droves of
skilled blue-collar workers
who voted Conservative in the
Thatcher decade of the 80s
tumed back to Labour. The
mw-ﬂr-mm*
cluded the city of Nottingham.
The results of the voting
appeared to stymie any
major had of following Mrs.
Thatcher's practice of calling a
general clection every four
— @& year before the dead-
line — and winning.
Observers - believe he will
now likely wait untll the au-
tumn when inflation Is ex-

pected to fall by half o 4 per
cent and mortgage rates,

belt of

Off the Record

"I'm not articulate,”
says Bush

WASHINGTON: President
book about his handling

copy of it on Friday,

George Bush has not read a new
of the Gulf erisis, but he did sign a
Reuter.

reports
Bush returning on Friday from a speech making trip to St
Luuuumn.-::‘ptn-mpyn{lhtmmnd:nhy

Wi

Post editor Bob Woodward to sign for a reporter.

He walked behind a tree and wrote this inscription "Don’t

beliefe the

The author, who

attributed to me, I'm not that articulate.”
gained fame with his reports on

‘Watergate' that led to the resignation of former President
-Richard Nixon, alleges in the commanders, that some of

ST

economic sanctions to war against
overruled them.

» The narrative technique used by Woodward in the book has
mﬂud’jﬂctu{mﬂum,hﬂmurﬁimm-

tlal sources and lack attribution giving the author an
omniscient voice to recount events impressions and thoughts.

180 pounds ovarian cyst

BALTIMORE: Doctors at Johns Hopkins Hospital removed
a 180- pound (81-kilogram) ovarfan cyst from a 40-year-old
West Virginia woman, a hospital spokeswoman said, reports

AP,
The patient was in
said hospital spokeswoman

operation was led by Dr. John

ontology at Hopkins.
*That is

Kaufman, chairman of the ohstetrics-

Meg Kabis. Thu
gurrl:. director of gynecologic
normally, abnormally abnormal.” said Dr.

but stable condition Friday,
's 10-hour

de-

partment of Baylor College of Medicine in Madison, '

"That's

Mm‘dﬁutnttypunIanm*hutmhlﬂu

patient is extre
pelvic exam when

obese, most can be detected with a
are 3 or 4 centimeters in diameter

and "a couple of grams” in weight, he said.

Hopkins officials would not release further information
about the patient or her weight because she was recovering
and they were unable o get her consent.

of Pa

final decision on whether to
p to the Board of Governors of the Armed Forces

, chaired
for Affairs.

the experiment
Dr Enrique Mendesz,
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