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Dhaka, Sunday, May 5, 1991

Aid to Bangladesh
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. In ert month, the

gvu-men“ t, we ho .thu;n not spare cﬂo&:
preparation event. '

new administration of Prmmumut:r Begum

Khaleda Zia faces a number of crucial tests, in-

a few u ones.
ulrl:nnm h“ihzmmm belt of
ure
hit the country M week, not

by the
to mention of the need for short-term relief and
rehabilitation in affected areas, have ed our
Pu:eewm of the total volume of aid assis-
needed by this country. Even before the
calamity had ravaged s of the country, the
Minister for Finance and Planning, Saifur Rahman
had called for "increased” assistance from donor
nations and agencies. To whal extent Mr
Rahman's target will be further raised remains
anybody's guess. However, when it comes (o
short-term reliel ' and rehabilitaton, including
construction ol houses. roads and bridges, there
should be maxinnnu mobilisation of internal re-
sources (0 meel the cost. Instead ol merely ofler-

assurances and plddges in this regard. our
dele
spec

ﬁthn (o the Paris meeting should be most
- in quantifying the size of our internal
mobilisation.

Another tesl may be just as crucial for the
Bangladesh delegation as the first one. Although
Prime Minister Zia has spoken at length
to heads of foreign missions here on her adminis-
tration’s economic priorities, mostly in political
terms rather than in the language of develop-
ment, high level delegations at the Paris meeting
weuld be curious to know more about the socio-
economic ﬁentla of the new government. To be
more specific, they would be anxious to see how
the administration strikes a balance between con-
tinuity of and a fresh approach, between
making politically-motivated concessions, such as
the annulment of agricultural loans of certain
size, which even the Finance Minister may not
fully support and launching a serious austerity
drive in public and private spend to raise the
level of national saving which been [alling drasti-

in rect;lmm
this other tssues, the delegation to
Paris, especi the Minister for Finance and

le1m.3g. would be well-advised to organise
closed-doo

r meetings with experts from outside
the administration, a practice rarely followed by
overnment leaders. some of these issues,
tative views have been already expressed in
the columns of this paper by eminent experts,
including two former finance ministers, M.
uzzaman and A. M. A. Muhith. The need to
ngthen the Planning Commission which had
become virtually moribund during the last years
of the Ershad rule has been emphasised by Mr
Syeduzzaman. If the Planning Commission is
n a new lease of life and separated from the
stry of Finance, something should also be
done to raise the level of our data collection.
Among many things which went wrong in the
development process during the Ershad regime,
5{ far the most serious mistake was that, more
en than not, # was directed by one man, some-
times thro a series of adhoc and instant deci-
sions. The donor nations and agencies in Paris
must know that from now on, the development
rocess will be handled through a system and not
any ﬂn%le individual and that even if, at the
start, the decision-making process works a bit
more slowly than in the past, the end result will
be more durable, productive and beneficial than

anything we had seen in the past.

et
A Beacon of Light

The venerable nun is here. Mother Teresa
arrived in Bangladesh yesterday bringing message
of sympathy and prayers for salvation of the souls
of the unknown number of people lost forever Lo
the sea. This is the second time she has come to
this flat, but majestic delta created and sustained
by the Ganges and the Brahmaputra. For Mother
Teresa, the fact that this is also a country visited
too often by misforiunes beyond human control,
will remain inescapable.

Perhaps the most deserving of all the
recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize, Mother
Teresa understands tragedy; more than most, she
can claim to-know, to feel, what it is like to be
unfortunate. For her, charity or care is not
conducted from the comfortable surroundings of
a five-star hotel or a plush drawing room. She
goes down to the depths, down where human
sufferings are, and shares the sorrow. She has
sacrificed her entire life for the welfare of others;
she has foregone all the comfort and pleasure life
has to offer, just to lessen, even if only a tiny bit,
the agony and pain suffered by the less fortunate
of this earth.

But what makes her pass her days in the slums,
shanties and ghettoes of this wretched world ?
What makes her leave everything just se she
could bring some comfort to the sick and
distressed ? What makes her bear the cross of
human misery, just as her lord Jesus Christ did,
so that the sins of others would be forgiven ? If
we are ‘for answers, we need not look
very far, because the truth is within her; because
she is driven by a conscience dedicated to the
salvation of the human race,

She has not brought any plane-load of goods
with her, nor any promises of material aid. But
what she has brought are those unquantifiable and
invaluable commodities — inspiration and hope.
In our hour of need, we desperately seek
something that will give us courage to hold on, to
fight back and to survive. To the millions of our
sulfering, hungry people on the islands and along
the coast, struggling to stay alive for another 24
hours, Mother Teresa's ,presence, we hope, will
be like a beacon of light in an all-pervading
darkness, In return, all we can offer her is our
gratitude, the deepest gratitude we can muster as
a nation. For, Mother Teresa represents
everything that is good about the human spirit.
Her presence amongst us gives us courage for the
present and hope for the future.

=,

| meals

rassment of Governos
Daniel Lacson, and then beside
the bishop's residence, Domus

Dei.The Roman Catholic
unteers of the women's P
Gabricla gave the children
each day. Otherwisc
they would have starved.
Finally ., they were n
safc conduct back lo
Ltheir ghost village of
Buenivista, promised compen

sation and told militarisation of

their arca would be halted. Six
trucks, ca about 50 peo

ple cach. ferried peoplc
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Philippines. An estimated one
million civillans have fled their
homes since 1986 to escape
the fighting between the -
ernment troops and the lefi-

! New People's :
“‘;!hq are the casu-

alty of a 21-year-old insur-
gency. There is no official aid
programme because the
Aquino government refuses
fully to recognise the displaced
people.

: 52-year-old Torres
left with his family, he and his
companions talked to me
through an interpreter about

thetr su . His swory:
“The soldiers and Lhe
CAFGUs Citizens

Armed . Forces Geographical

asked

there.

"l said, ‘We cannot pinpoint
anybody because we don't
know any rebels,’ | was beaten
by the CAFGU. They clubbed
me on to my knees, beat my
head and then kicked me on
the ground.

Since 1986 about one million civilians have

Philippines between government troops and
these "internal refugees'’ is

government.

fled their homes to escape the fighting in the

the left-wing New People

still not fully acknowledged by . <

the Corazon Aquino

_Philippi_nes'
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"l pleaded. 'l cannot tell
you..l den't know'™.

The soldicis suipped  the
villagers of their rice supplies.
cooking utensils and bolos
(cane knives). Torres was
pushed into a cave along with
several other men. A fire was
lit in the entrance and one
man suffocated to death before
other villagers rescued them.

In another inecident,
Remedios de la Torre, was
shot dead by soldiers and her
onc-year-old baby, Nene.
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drowned in a water bhufalo
muddlwde, Thirce wil ALl
s — Linda, 17, Lorne LF,
and Niza. |3 — were abducted
by the military and have not
been seen since.

A relative said: "The three
girls were walking to a town
when the soldiers arrived.
Frightened, they ran home.
Their mother came out to see
what the fuss was about.

"She was immediately shot
by the soldiers. Her husband,
Carlito, jumped out of the
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ing to NGOs. Many. particularly
on the southern island of
Mindanao and in the moun-
tatnous northern Cordillera re-
gon. are minorites,

Lthe Cilizens Disasler
Rehauilitation Ceuire. a
Manila-based umbrella secre-
tartat for a network of 17 non-
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Sovernmental organisations
(NGOs) helping refugees.
blames crisis on the

. 1 hawve
started land reform in this

province and | pay
wages. But (the rebels) burnt
down my farm.

Why touch my farm when
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And hope that their chil-

dren will survive
— GEMINI NEWS

DAVID ROBIE is a New

Controvers

parole systegn under
A which prisoners can

leave New Zealand jails
to go to work and spend
weekends with their families
is being reviewed following
protests over the release of
"white-collar” criminals.

Parole privileges for some
of the prisoners have been
withdrawn while the review is
taking place.

The protests followed news
that a businessman jailed for
two years for a widely-
r‘:lﬁdﬂ million-dollar fraud

been fréed on work parole
less than eight weeks after
being sentenced in
Wellington's High Court.

Less than 15 weeks into his
prison term he was spending
the weekend relaxing with his

#ze businessman, Robert
Philpott, had been described
by chief Justice Sir Thomas
Eichelbaum as a liar and a
cheat responsible for an
"elaborate web of deceit."

Chief Justice Eichelbaum,
who rarely comments publicly
on individual cases, sad he was
surprised at the work

parole granted and had not
envisaged it when he passed

address. |
Kurdish tragedy
Sir, For the last few
weeks we have been ob-
serving almost daily on BTV
and on pages of different
local newspapers one of the
saddest tragedies in recent
years; thousands of Kurdish
refugees suffering .hun-
dreds of calamities all due
to their voice — against
dictatorship of Saddam
Hussein who completely
violated all norms of human
rights.
The saddest part of this
is the indifference

of Muslim leaders to the

need of these people who
nowadays are badly treated
and insulted even by some
foreign soldiers.

For instance throwing
breads, biscuits etc. to
them in a very odd manner
could be controlled and
things could be distributed
in better ways.

It is a matter of regret
that still many of the
Muslim countries are not
taking any effective step to

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

the

sentence on Mr. Philpott.
Under his parole condi-
tions, Mr. Philpott caught a
7:46 bus to work from
to 6 pm and was returned to
jail by his er. He was
not allowed to leave work
without his employer's
permission, could not drink
alcohol, and could not incur
debts.
He was freed again at 7 pm
on Friday nights and required

Derek Round writes from Wellington

New Zealanders
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disappear through the hands of

Croo businessmen in the
1987 sharemarkel crash and
there was a feeling that white-
collar criminals remained
beyond the grasp of justice.
"The Philpott case was one
of the few to reassure a
sceptical public that such

"For somebody who has
becn convicted of a serious
crime of fraud, | think two
months is too early.” he said.

The justice minister said he
was already considering
changes to the parole system

weekend parole to Mr.
Philpott. “This sort of system
has been running for quite a
number of years and It's
unfortunate a high-profile
offender has led to criticism of
it." he said.

"Work release {s very, very
successful in a great number of
cascs and it stops a lot of
reoffending. which is what the
objective 1s.”

The main purpose of pris-

It seems the scheme is verging on making a nonsense of what a prison sentence means

to report back to prison at
7:30 pm on Sundays. But a
newspaper reported Mr,
Philpott had taken a three-
hour lunch break, been seen.

work at 4:30 pm and
picking up his child from
school.

The prison superintendent
said he approved Mr. Philpott's
carly work parole because he
was a non-violent offender and

in a position to contribute to '

his prison expenses. Thirty
per cent of his wages had to be
paid in “rent” to the prison,
But the Dominion newspa-
per said in an editorial that

offenders would be brought o
Justice and dealt with as
severely as petty thieves and
common thugs.,” the
newspaper sald. "But his
subsequent treatment has
severely eroded both the
deterrent value of his sentence
and the fafth it engendered
among ordinary people that
justice is impartial.”

The protests brought a
quick response from Justice
Minister Douglas Graham who
said there was evidence Mr.
Philpott's parole conditions
had becn abused. Announcing
he was withdrawing work and

and indicated he was looking
at tougher rules for home leave
and the amount of time a
prisomer must serve before
being eligible for work and
home leave.

Mr. Graham said 76 out of
4.000 inmates in New Zealand
prisons were on work parole
which was a "constructive

option at the appropriate
tiﬂm." he said "]u:ﬂi:] I{E:Itl‘ﬂg

people up is not a very good
deterrent.”

Prison superintendent
Kelvin Nolly defended his
decision to grant work and-

ons, he said, was to rehabil-
itate and keep people in
humane conditions. "It's
responsibility to try and get
these guys back in the
communifty. not as criminals
but better citizens,” Mr. Nolly
said.

Mr. Philpott had broken
down and cried when told his
parole had been revoked, the
superintendent added.

Soon after news of Mr.
Philpott's parole broke there
were press reporis that

another Willington Prison
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help solve their brothers’
and sisters’ miseries,
Hundreds of helpless Kurds
are dying everyday due to
starvation, epidemic and
other sorts of suffering.

In this context 1 would
like to request all Muslim
leaders to come forward
with all their means which
have been given by the
Almighty Allah to helg
their needy brothers and
sisters, finally ending their
sub-human conditions.

S. Rahim Ashnakhah.
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

“Shaheed”

Sir, My attention has
been drawn to a letter of
Al-Haj S.M. Khalid Chowd-
hury which appeared in
your paper on April
20,1991 under the he
"Applicability of Shaheed."

Referring to the pro-
nouncement made the
leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina about the
applicability of the term
‘Shaheed’ to communities

other than Muslims, the
letter writer sought expert
opinion on the issue.

Well, I am not a doctor
of religion but with my
limited knowledge, | can
safely say that Sheikh
Hasina's remark was cor-
rect in the light of Islamic
theology.

Let us see whom can we
call ‘Shaheed'? Allah says
in the Holy Quran — “And
do not speak of those who
are slain in Allah's way as
dead; nay. (they are) alive,
but you do not perceive”
(Al-Quran : 2:154). So,
these are the le whom
we call Shaheed. We can of
course get some more ex-
planation of this term from
the sayings of the Holy
Prophet (SM) — *Whoever
fights in defence of his
person and is killed, is a
martyr, whoever ts in
defence of his fanugrggnd is
killed, is a martyr, whoever
fights in defence of his
property and is killed, for
the cause of Allah is a mar-

In Islam, Allah has given
a special status to the
Muslims who will sacrifice
their lives In the way of
Allah. The way of Allah on
this earth for a Muslim
starts from his/her birth
and ends at death. A
Muslim performs all his

2¢ts in the name of Allah. A
true Muslim is a true ser-
vant of Allah, he performs
what Allah has prescribed
and avoids what Allah has
forbidden. Hence, a Muslim
Is supposed to do every-
thing on the will of Allah.
And Allah has ¢ men-
lioned in his Holy Book and
through the Holy Prophet
(SM), how a Muslim should
live on this earth. For in-
stance, the term ‘Jihad’
refers lo using one's ut-
most power {o resist evil
for establishing truth over
falsehood. And one who
dies in Jihad, receives the
status of Shaheed. And
Shaheed is a special status
given by Allah the Almighty
to those Muslims who
would embrace

while fighting against op-
pression, falsehood, injus-
tce etc. in the way of Allah.
For example, we can surely
call those Muslim brothers
of ours who sacrificed their
lives during our language
movement as Shaheeds be-
cause they fought for
justice and in the order of
Allah because Allah has
given the right to speech
one’s native . As
such, those who

their lives during our war
Qf liberation are also
Shaheeds as well as those
during the last mass

movemenl against autoc-
racy.

In conclusion, 1 would
like to say that the term
‘Shaheed’ is applicable only
to Muslims because
Muslims do what Allah
asked them to do keeping
absolute faith in the

Almighty Allah and His Holy
Prophet (SM).

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka-1207.

Kuwait’s crude
outlook

Sir, Kuwait has been lib-
erated after seven months
of Iraqi occupation through
an all-out war of 41 days
between US-led coalition
forces and Iraqgi forces. The
outcome of this crisis Is a
gainful triumph for UNO
that authorised states “to

use all necessary means®
against Iraq unless It
withdrew from Kuwail on
or before 15, 199]
(Resolution 678).

The 15-member UN
Security Council adopted
12 resolutions on Kuwait
issue ever since Iraq's inva-
sion of this oll-rich state on
the Persian Gulfl and subse-
quenl annexalion as a
province. Butl, right or
wrong. lraq's version of

y Freezes White-Collar Parole

inmate, lawyer Clive Kerr,
serving term for theft and
fraud crimes involving

NZ$300, (US$198,000),

“might is right” has even-
tually been overrun by
UNO’s.
However, the bimodal
diplomatic manoeuvres of
USSR as well as global con-
science substantially con-
tributed to averting
prehended World ‘H’lr.gl-.
so did the flexi-

their troops
Now that the aspired
reality has been achieved at

having
ability to external threats,
no matter what their loca-

tions are.

Likewise, the nf_
atling csatite Ror NG
as far as enforcement of its
ruulul.lnm
and the
should
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