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Cyclone victims given early warning for 3 days: Khaleda
Death toll in affected areas enormous: Hasina

the disaster unfortunately, could be benefiited if the sug-

d;yl due to the
with the Speaker Abdur

Rahman Biswas in the Chair,

Just after the recitation the
Leader of the House and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
quickly stood up and sought
permission from the Chair to
move a resolution condo
the deaths of thousands o
people in the catastrophic cy-
clonic storm that hit the
coastal arcas of the country.

After having recei the
nod from the Chair Begum
Khaleda Zia said the loss of life
and damage and destruction to
property was extensive and
colossal in the cyclonic storm.

She said the government
took adequale measures to
alert the people in the affected
areas. She said the people
were given early about
the impending danger of the
cyclone for three days through
radio and television.

Begum Khaleda Zia said
although the number of deaths
was low because of the carly
warning, still thousands of
people died in the disaster and
the loss to property including
homesteads, crops and other
things was widespread.

She said the Chitlagong
Port became inoperative and
the Chittagong Airport started
functioning afier remaining in-
operatlive for two days.

She said food, water and
other necessary things were
being sent to the distressed
and marooned people. She
said pecople were also being
evacualted.

The Leader of the House
sald the communication sys-
tem in the cyclone-hit arcas
including the Chittagong city
arca became completely shat-
tered. She said efforts were
being made to fix the
communication net-work.

She said the damage and
destruction was so colossal
that it was not possible on the
part of the government to [ace
the situation alone.

She said army, navy and Air
Force, BDR, police and other
voluntary organisations were
carrying out relief and rescue
operation in the affected areas.

She said bodies were now
being washed back from the
sca. She sald it was not possi-
ble to face a situation of this
magnitude alone.

She said "I have already
given a call to the people.” She
called upon all to work to-
gether to face this calamitous
situation in the country.

She said the government
had declared Saturday as the
National Mourning Day. She
said the national flag will fly at
half-mast on Saturday. She said
special prayer was offered in
all mosques of country seeking
divine blessings to face the sit-
uation and for salvation of
those who lost their lives in
the cyclonic storm. Prayers
were also offered in pagodas
and churches.

She then urged the chair
for the acceptance of the con-
dolence resolution and pro-
posed for offering prayers
(doa) by standing to seck salva-
tion for the departed souls.

Taking the floor, Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
quoted from newspapers and
said as many as three lakh
people might have been killed

said, the government had
not come out with any clear
picture about the number of
deaths.

The Leader of the
Opposition said relicis had not
reached many places and con-
sequently, those who had sur-

‘vived the onslaught, were

towards death.

slowly reaching
Shc-.idllmtrutthﬂmdhl

and television had warn-
ings about the dan-
ger but no substantial prepara-
tlons were made for their
safety.

Sheikh Hasina said the
death toll in the was
enormous and added that this
could have been minimised
had there been more precau-

Measures,

The Leader of
Opposition proposed a full
dress discussions on the vari-
ous aspects of the disaster
after the condolence resolu-
tion was adopted and prayers
offered for the dead. She pro-
posed adjournment of all
scheduled order of the day to
enable discussions on the cy-
clone.

After the statement of the
Leader of the Opposition, scv-
eral other members from the
opposition bench wanted to
take the floor.

The Leader of House Prime
Minister m Khaleda Zia
again took floor and said
that it was not true that relicfs
had not reached the affected
people.

She said none died due to
starvation after the disaster
although relief operations were

by manifold prob-
lems. He ters were essen-
tial for relief works under this
situation and shortage of
choppers was being terribly
felt in out rescue op-
erations, the Prime Minister
said.

Zia said the scverity
of the catastrophic cyclone was
wellknown to all and govern-
ment did whatever possible
under these conditions. The
severity of this disaster sur-
passed previous catastrophies,
she added.

The Leader of the House
said the ment sought to
tackle the situation to the best
of its ability and none should
be under illusion that the cy-
clone could have been [aced in
a_ better manner and added
that this government tackled
the onslaught much better
than previous authorities.

Begum Zia said one must
talk rationally — one must not
talk just for the sake of talking.
It was not possible to have an
idea of the real condition only
by reading some newspapers
and an overview from the heli-
copters. "We have gone to the
sites and secen the situation
ourselves and are taking all
possible measures to face a
calamity of such nitude”,
the Prime Minister said.

Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina sought permis-
sion of the chair and said that
it had been observed from the
speech of the Leader of the
House that it was impossible to
go to the affected areas with-
out helicopters.

Sheikh Hasina said, she
herself along-with the Speaker
and some ministers had visited
the cyclone-hit areas and saw
the extent of damage. "We are
ready to work to mitigate the
sufferings of the distressed
people”, she said, adding, "but
we did not get any cooperation
from the rnment.”

She said the extent of dam-
age could not be ascertained
till now. She said, since the
Leader of the House had given
a statement the members
should be allowed to take part
in the discussion.

Sheikh Hasina wanted to
know how many countries had
come forward with help for
the distressed people of
Bangladesh. "Is there not a
single country who had sup-
ported us with helicopters so
that we could on relief
operations”, she asked.

She asked whether
Bangladesh had lost credibility
as none was coming with any
help.

Invited by the Speaker to

make his observations Mr
Salauddin Qader Chowdhury
suggested that the members
should be allowed to take part
in the discussion on the con-
dolence resolution.

He said the government

the _

‘ment given by

gestions ol the opposition
members were accepted.

Mr Salauddin Qader

Chﬂ#ﬂ'ﬂlf{l (NDP-Chitlagong)

is firm believe that

if the members In the

Opposition and Treasury

Bench worked unitedly the
challenge could be overcome.

Mook,

Tofael Ahmed

Participating

Mr
Tofael Ahmed (Al-Bhola) sug-
gested that the House today
should discuss only the state-

nexi,

the Prime
Minister,

He said he was present in
the affected arcas and saw the
distressed people there. "They
did not allow me to leave but |
assured them that | would dis-
cuss their plight in the Jatiya
Sangsad,” he added.

d bSO
Rashed Khan Menon

Mr Rashed Khan Mecnon
(WP-Bakerganj) said the mat-
ter was a scrious one referring
to the Prime Minister's ad-
dress to the nation on
Thursday, he said it was a na-
tional crists.

He said a decision in the
House through discussion
could benefit the distressed

people,

EY

Suranjit Sengupta

Taking the floor
Ganatantree Parly member Mr
Suranjit Sengupta said the cy-
clonc was a national catastro-
phe and therefore it should be

- faced unitedly. He stressed,

humanity must prevail upon
parly politics.

Mr Sengupta said though
the Leader of the House had
made a statement on the situa-
tion, yet it lacked the descrip-
tion of the overall situation. He
called for bringing all partics
and professional groups under
one umbrella to face this grave
situation.

Jamaal-e-Islam lcader in
parliament Maulana Motiur
Rahman Nizami gave a brief

~account of the human misery

caused by the devastating cy-
clone. He said he himsell saw
human bodies floating along
with carcasses in Banshkhali
arca.

Mr Nizami said although it
was agreed that the order ol
the day would be followed to-
day, it should be proper Lo halt

other business and thorough
discuss the cyclone, it hehql?l
national ca he. He said
all concerned given a
chance to participate in the
discussion.

Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas reminded the members
of the consensus reached on
how to conduect the business of
the house.

At this stage, Leader of the
House and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia stood up

sald since all of us had
agreed on the passage of bills,
“I would to allot one
hour for discussion on the cy-
clone and its after eflects.”

The Speaker announced
that there would be a discus-
aion on the issue for an hour
and asked opposition chief
whip Mr Mohammad Nasim to
ensure that the concerned
members got chance to speak.

Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas then invited Baksal
President Mr Mohiuddin
Ahmed to take the floor and
allocated him five minutes.

uddin Ahmed

Mr Mohiuddin Ahmed said
it was not possible on the part
of the government to face such
a catastrophic situation single-
handedly and appreciated the
call of the Leader of the House
asking cooperation from all.
But he asked how, when and
where the modus of coopera-
tion will be outlined and relief
measures extended. Mr Ahmed
called for forming an all-party
committee to enable
to contribute their mite in the
national effort.

As asked by the chair,
Awami League member Mohi-
uddin (Bakerganj-4), alleged
that opposition members were
not provided wilh necessary
facilities to visit the affected
areas. [He said, thousands of
pcople who lost everything
were awaiting relief. He
further alleged that detailed
news was nolt being eirculated

Moudud Ahmed

Jatiya Party leader Barrister
Moudud Ahmed said that the
condolence resolution on the
cyclone victims moved by the
Prime Minister should be
recorded in the proceedings
se tely.

pﬁlfsln:ssed the need for in-
tensifying reliel operations in
the extensive coastal belt and
off shore islands like Char
Jabbar and Hatiya where relief
matcrials were yet to reach. He
said, it has not been possible
for anybody to reach many of
the cyclone battered places in
Noakhali district "I don’t
blame anybody for it because it
{s a reality,” he added.

Mr Moudud Ahmed said
Bangladesh is victim of the in-
ternational environmental de-
terioration. All-out steps
should be taken right now to
save our country from this sit-
uation with the assistance and
cooperation of rich countries
of the world. He said, adding,
that the summit of G-7 held in
Paris and the World Bank
sponsored conference of the
donor countrics held in
London elaborately discussed
the environmental hazards in

h.

He called for taking con-
crete steps for improving the
environmental situation In

esh and assured all-out
cooperation of his party in this
respect in national interest. He
also suggested formation of a
permanent all-party co-ordina-
tion committee at the national
level to face any eventuality
caused by natural calamitics
from time to time.

Jamaat-e-Islami leader Ma-
ulana Matiur Rahman Nizami
urged the government (o
identify the factors rcsponsible
for the dcteriorafion of envi-

ronmenl in Ban esh.
He ca fonate plea

for rushing reliefl materials,

foodstull, medicines and pota-
ble water to the cyclone al-
fected areas. Narrating per-

sonal from his visit
to some of the affected areas in
Chi Moheskhali, Cha-

break out in an form
if the bodies and
carcasses were not removed

tion on a sound
footing. United efforts were
nceded all irrespective of
party tions to f[ace the
grave situation caused by the
natural :

Mr Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury (NDP-Chittagong)
said hundreds of affected peo-
+ ple were sullering in the cy-
clone-hit areas from the want
of food, medicines and water.

He referred to a report ap-

pearing in an Engll;h wtt::]y

news nmﬂne which quoted a

senior tary officer as saying

that the supply of relicl mate-

rials and foodstufl to the af-

[ected areas was too inade-
te.

Mr Chowdhury said, the
people of Chittagong very
much that the Prime
Minister would shift her gov-
ernment there to conduct re-
lief operations. In this connec-
tion he pointed out that the
people of Chittagong district
elected Begum Zia as a mem-
ber of the Jatiya San from
one of the constituencies of
this district.

Expressing his concern
over of relief in the
affected areas, he said people
in many parts of Chakaria,
Kutubdia, Anwara and many
nearby regions have been sul-
fering from the lack of drink-
ing water. Even the inhabi-
tants of Chittagong city were
out of potable water and clec-
tricity, he said.

He urged the government
to seck helicopters, spced
boats and sea trucks from the
neighbouring countrics to ex-
pedite reliel operations. He
suggested instituting a parlia-
mentary committee and acti-
vating the disaster manage-
ment committee to cope with
the situation created by the
natural calamity.

M A Jinnah

Taking the floor, M A
Jinnah (BNP-Chittagong) said
the allegation made by the
Leader of the Opposition that
the government measures
were not adequate was not
true Communications Minister
Olf Ahmed and State Minister
for Environment and  Forest
and Fisheries Abdullah Al
Noman along with local MPs
and political leaders were
working relentlessly in
Chittagong to mitigate the suf-
ferings of the affected people,
he stated.

Jinnah called upon all to
work unitedly for the cyclone
affected people.

Prof Waliullah

Prof Mohammad Waliullah
(AL-Noakhali-6) taking the
floor, gave a pathetic picture of
the cyclone affected arcas of
Hatiya and said no relief mate-
rial excepting some bread was
reached to the islanders. He
said {[ relief materials were not
rushed immediately, hundreds
of people would die out of star-
vation.

Zainul Abedeen Faruq

Zainul Abedeen Faruq (BNP-
Noakhali-1) said the disaster
should be faced unitedly.
Regarding the statement of
Waliullah, he said the district
officials of Noakhali went to
the Hatiya with succour. He
hoped that the government
would be able to overcome the
situation.

Taking the floor, Rashed
Khan Menon expressed sympa-
thy to the rs of the be-
reaved familics. Welcoming the
call of the Prime Minister, he
said, "we are ready to cooper-
ate with the governmen{ in
facing the disaster”.

Menon called for forming a
national committee compris-
ing members :g' the ﬂuul
parties, army lorces na-
tional NGOs headed by the
Acting President or the Prime
Minister. He also stressed the

cassihercurg Jossrredgrond
agricultural re pro-
gramme.

Menon said endeavours
should be made at the interna-
tional level for scientific and

technological cooperation for
permnnmtnlutlnnhcxchn:

related problems and checking
environmental disaster.

The House was adjourned at
5 pm for 20 minutes for Lhe
Aar prayer.

The House resumed alter
the Asr prayer with the

_ Speaker in the chair.

M A Mannan

Taking the floor, State
Minister for Textiles Major
(Retd) M A Mannan, said he
had gone to the aflected areas
of Noakhali, Feni and
districts with other members
of Parllament and saw to it that
relief reached the needy.

He said 450 tonnes of
wheat, 450 tonnes of rice and
Tk 30 lakh in cash had been
sent to each of these districts.

The Minister said there
should not be any alarm about
reliel operations in Hatiya be-
cause 30 tonnes of "chira” and
"gur” had becn despatched and
the Deputy Commissioner,
Noakhalli was still there to co-
ordinate relief activities.

lHowever, Mannan said re-
liel goods might not be ade-
quate considering the needs
but added that the authoritics
were making every possible el-
fort to meet the situation.

Tofael Ahmed

S next, Mr. Tolael
Ahmed (AL-Bhola) said a
national calamity had len
the country and it was time
that all worked in concert to
face the situation.

He said he had witnessed
the 1970 cyclone but the
severity of the current disaster
surpassed everything.

Quoting newspapers, the
opposition member said, woes
of the affected people knew no
bounds and should devote
themselves to mitigate their
sufferings.

Mr. Ahmed said he would
have been happy if a National
Rellef Committee could be
formed to coordinate the relief
operations. He criticised the
Reliel Minister for saying that
the government would seck in-
ternational assistance only
after assessing thc magnitude
of the disaster.

The opposition member
welcomed Prime Minister
Begum Zia's appeal for inter-
national assistance because the
situation warranted such aid.
However, he found no efforts
to involve all-waiving political
lines — in relief efforts.

Mr. Ahmed recalled that the
President of the erstwhile
Pakistan had come to cyclone
affected areas in 1970 14 days
alter the occurrence.

Continuing Mr. Tofael
Ahmed suggested that an All-
Party Relief Committee headed
by the Acting President be set
up to coordinate reliefl opera-
tions since that would involve
all in the massive task.

The opposition member
wondered why the Acting
President had not gone to the
affected areas.

He said a high-powered
committee headed by the
Acting President would be a
step in the right direction at
this hour and would also carry
greater weightage to interna-
tional world.

Mr. Ahmed demanded that
the affected areas be declared
as "distressed area” and called
for extending immediately
Agricultural and House
Building loans to the people
there.

He said adequate relicf be
rushed to the aflected areas
because his experience said
the relief handed out so far
was too scanty.

Mr. Ahmed suggested that
the House be adjourned so that
the Members of Parliament
could go back to the allected
arcas and carry out relief activ-
ities. He said it was not the
wish of the opposition that the

ment should fail in such
a situation because il was an
elected government that had
come through a mass move-
ment.” We want everything to
go in right direction in such a
national calamity”, he said.

Selina Rahman (BNP-Barisal-
Barguna-Pirojpur (Women) said
the local administration was
trying their best to do what-
ever was possible on their part.
She said Members of
Parliament A.S.M Firoz, K.M
Jahangir, Nurul Islam Moni
and Dhirendra Debanath
Shambhu would corroborate
her statement who were with
her during the visit to the af-
fected areas.

She said it was an uphill
task to re the colossal
damage and destruction
wrought by the cyclone.

Taking the floor, Shajahan
Straj JSD-S Tangail) said the
frightful cyelonic storm that
hit the southern districts ol
the country was unprece-
dented in history. He said it
was nolt an task to deter-
mine the death toll of the dis-
aster so soon.

Mr Straj said it would be no
surprise i 10 lakh people
were killed in the catastrophe.
He said it was now Mﬂlllﬂm .4
to the survivors
n.::t;‘ them the required

. help

SUCOOWT.

Mr Siraj proposed the for
mation of am All-Party
Parliamentary Reliel
Commitiee with the Prime
::m at the head 1o face

situation. He also proposed
contribution of their one
the

month's honeorarfum to
Relief Fund.

v

He said, "where arc our
fricnds, can't India sent 10 he
cras at this hour of our
nced? “"He hoped (riendly
countries like the USA, USSR,
Japan, China and Germany
would come forward teo our

-

He said it would be very dif-
ficult to delermine the number
of deaths in the storm so long
as the waters remained on the
calamity-stricken arcas.

Shahjahan Omar
Mr Shahjahan Omar (BNP-
Jhalakathi) said the number of
deaths could be more if the
Leader of the House would not
have taken measures for giving
ecarly warnings about the dan-
ger of the disaster.
Mr Shahjahan Omar pro-
the formation of a task
force to face, the Green House
effect threatening to submerge

a part of the southern
Bangladesh on a long term ba-
sis.

Mr Suranjit Sengupla said
the calamity could be faced on
a national scale [ the Prime
Minister considered it neces-
sary. In that case, we all would
have to be united on this issue.
He said it was not possible on
the part of the government to
face this problem alone.

He oaid the problem would
have to be identiflied as a hu-
manitarian one, keceping it
above politics. Hc said the
need of the hour was to stand
by the side of the survivors.

He said it was now upto the
Prime Minister how she would
face the situation. He said the
problem could be faced either
along with the Members of
Parliament and even along
with those outside it. lle said
the Prime Minister could do
the job even keeping the op-
position outside, if she would
think so.

Sheikh Hasina

Taking the floor at this
stage, the Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina
urged the Chair to allow the
Parltament Members from the
affected areas, Mr Dhirendra
Debnath Shambhu, Nurul Islam
Moni and Hafizuddin Ahmed to
speak so that they could give a
detafled account of the deaths,
damage and destruction in the
cyclone affected areas.

Mr Dhirendra Debnath
Shambhu (AL-Barguna) said
although the number of deaths
in his area was low, the dam-
age and destruction lo prop-
erty and crops was cxtensive.
He said the reliefl materials
and cash that reached his area
was loo rnenjre to mecet the
needs of the distressed people.
He proposed exemption ol ar-
rear Agricultural Loans and
taxes and called for sanction-
ing new loans to the farmers.
He also called for declaring the
cyclone affected arcas as "a
calamity zone".

Participating in the discus-
sion, independent member
Maj (retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed

roposed that the affected

mers be given interest frec

tural and house building

loans. He saild Army Engi-

neering Corp could be engaged
to construct houses quickly.

Mr Hafizuddin alleged that
even after four days of the dis-
aster, no mment officials
visited Lalmohan alflected iIn
the cyclone. He called for tak-
ing appropriate measurcs so
that Parliament members
could contribute in relief ac-
tivilies.

Mr Nurul Islam Moni (ind-

said although the loss
of life in his constituency was

and crop was cnormous de-
manding immediate action
from the mment. He said

adequale measures were
taken o save lfe and _
She pointed out that destruc-
ton of eight helicopters, 40
afrcrall and two naval vessecls
amply demonstrated Lthat pre-

many aflected arcas and ques-
tioned the claim of the .
crnment Lthat relief all
places and 10 all those who
needed assistance. She called
for taking necessary steps 1o
save had survived
the catastrophe.

Shetkh Hastna that
government have totally (ailed
to rcach reliefl to the affected
pecople. She said bodies were
Noaling along with carcasses
and in many places there was
no arrangement for burial.

The Leader of the -
sition said “we have ¢
our hclping hand®, but alleged
that “there is no mentality to
accept it.”

Referring to foreign assis-
tance, Shefkh Hasina alleged it
scemed that there was hardly
any response. [t seemed Lhat
"we arc [riendicss and help-
less®, she alleged.

Sheilkh Hasina saldd what
was needed now was lo unite
all the efforts of the govern-
ment, and non- rnment
agencies well as t of the
armed forces to take up relief
work.

The Leader of the Op-
position said since many al-
fected places were difficult to
reach, helicopters and naval
vesscls be employed for relief
activitics. She said besides
reaching food, clothings and
building materialise, arrange-
ments should also be made to
ensure supply of drinking wa-
ter either by sinking tubewells
or supplying water purifying
tablets. She said paratroopers
of Bangladesh Airforce could

Sheikh Hasina alleged that
stagnated saline water in many
areas was Ccrea health haz-
ards. She said u such wa-
ter was drained out immedi-
ately epidemics would be bro-
ken out. She demanded urgent
medical supplies to the af-
fected places.

The Leader of the
Opposition said we have no al-
ternative but to live with this
natural calamitics. What we re-
quired were necessary mea-
sures to protect life and prop-
erty, she added. She
that after the happenings of
August 1975, not a single cy-
clone shelter was built and not
an inch of embankment added
to what were done by the rv
ernment of Bangbandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. At
this stage there were lot of
commotion in the Treasury
Bench.

Sheikh Hasina asked the
government to make an appeal
to the international
for assistance. She
of the mment lo declare
the cyclone affected areas as
"distress areas” so that assis-
tance could be distributed in a
better way. She also demanded
allocation of farm and house
building loans to the allected

people.

The Leader of the
Opposition concluded her
speech with a call to the gov-
ernment to come forward with
the reports of the actual situa-
tion in the affected areas. She
vehemently criticised what she
termed as a “cover up” of the
actual situation.



