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Two senior Iraqi security officials executed

US fails to support rebel
attempt to oust Saddam

WASHINGTON, May 3 @
Defections by sentor officials in
Saddam Hussein's army — and
possibly a coup attempt against
Saddam -~ were shelved In
March because the United
States failled to support the
effort. according to a US
Senate Foreign Relations
Comumittee s report issued
Thursday, reports AP.

In e March, at the
height of rebellion in Iraq.
the lraqt army officials ap-
proached an Iragi dissident
group in exile with an offer of
cooperation, said the report,
written by Peter Galbraith, a
senfor aide to the committee
chairman. Senator Claiborne

Pell.
The would-be | defec-
tors "contemplated bringing

possi decistve force to the
side of the rebels” but first
wanted "a sign that the spon-
sors of the rebellion had the
support of the United states.”
the report stated, attribu
the information to un
Kurdish and Arab opposition
leaders.

The US State Department
had declined to respond for

the past two weeks to In-
quiries about the matter, and
an official said ., the
department would probably
save its answer for congres-
sional hearings that are ex-
pected later on the adminis-
tration's Iraq policy.

The Iragi military officials
were dealing with the Joint
Action Committee, an alliance
of Kurdish, Sunni, Shi'ite and
other Iragi dissidents formed
in Beirut, the report said.

It said the group put aside
its religious and ethnic difier-
ences to concenirate on a sole
goal : the removal of Saddam
Hussein from power, and the
establishment of a more
democratic Iraq.

But the United States
"continued to see the opposi-
tion in caricature,” fearing that
the Kurds sought a se
state and the Shi'ite Muslims
wanted an [ranian-Style
Islamic fundamentalist regime,
the report contended.

Relying on a no-contact pol-
icy established in 1988, the

figures in Damascus, Frankfurt,
Paris and Washington. His

meeti included sessions
with Kurdish rebel leader Jalal
Talabani.

During the Gulf War, Bush
had made several public

Saddam to destroy
summer palace

BAGHDAD, May 3: Iraqi
President Sazdam Hussein

to destroy a hilltop summer
palace in an area where
western troops are building
"safe haven" refugee camps,
official sources said on
Thursday, reports BSS.

They said the order was given
to stoop US, British and
French troops setting up
camps for Kurdish refugees
in northern Iraq from using
the palace as a base.

Western military s
say they will not use the
palace but will search in for
heavy weapons and allow
elite Republican Guards to
continue to live there,

pokesmen

A government source said the

palace, on the outskirts of

State Department refused to Sarsank, would be

meet with the oppesition demolished in the ce

groups on several occasions, of foreign and local

according o the report. journalists on Friday
*The public snub of Kurdish Mﬂlﬂ&

AFP adds from Nicosia: Iragi
President Saddam Hussein
on Thursday chaired a
meeting of the Armed
Forces General Command in
his capaci

military leader, Baghdad

Radio Reported.

The meeting was atiended by
General lzzat Tbrahim, Vice-
Chairman of the rulin
Revolutionary Comman
Council, Interior Minister
All Hassan Al-Majid and
Defense Minister Hussein
Kamel Hassan, the radio
said, but gave no further de-
tails.

Hussein said late Thursday
during a visit to the north-
ern lraqgi town of Yaacoube,
the government would al-
ways seck ways to guarantee
the unity of the Iraqgi peo-
ple.

ty as supreme |

of the Baghdad Suburb of
Rasafl, at his home.
"They also executed Daud

al-Qaysi, who was in charge of

etts meadqusriors fa
L

quarters in

r'. the communique

The OIA also said the gov-

ernment was oul mass
executions of dissidents in
Karbala, Najal and Amarah.

While their govern-
ment prepares to bring them
back. some Kuwaitis are rehuc-

e & Gt gagg-ewvered
couniry.

try
Looted and battered homes,
noxious smoke from buming
ofl wells and a lack of some
services have driven thousands
of Kuwaitis from their freed
country and prompted others
o Ptporl: their return.
A ot

of people are
Abdu

Kuwait,” said Amal

Rahman, 19 who showed up in

Hamad Town four days ago

with 20 family members. "It is
difficult to .

International

Rolling stones Ronnie Wood
and Bill Wyman won an award
for outstanding contributions
to British music.

The Novelle Awards, in
their 36th year, are presented
by the British Academy of
songwriters, composers and
authors.

John Barry, who won a
Hol Oscar last month,

picked up the Jimmy Kennedy
Award for services to music.

WASHINGTON. May 3: The
State Department has recom-
mended that former Iranian

tdent Abolhasan Bani- Sedr

allowed to enter the United
Sates to promote his book
charging that the Reagan pres-
idential campaign struck a deal
to delay the release of
American hostages. a US offi-

cial sadd Thursday night, re-
ports AP.

The recommendation by
Deputy Secretary Lawrence
Eagleburger was sent to the
Justice which has
the inal say about whether to
grant Bani-Sadr an entry visa
said the offictal, who spoke on
condition of anomymity.

US law bans the entry of
Bani-Sadr because he was
president of Iran when US

| diplomats were held hostage

for 444 days in 1979, 1980
and 1981 by Iranian students
in Tehran. The prohibition can
be watved.

Bani-Sadr's book, "My Tum
to Speak.,” alleges, among
other things, that the 1980
campaign of Ronald Reagan
struck a deal with lran's revo-
ha leader, the
Ruho Khomeini, to delay
the release of the 52 American
! hostages in order to scuttle
the re-election of President

S N e

LONDON: Ronnie Wood (I) and Bill Wyman of the Rolling Stones present their awards for

their outstanding contribution to British music at the Ivor Novello Awards at a London hotel

May 2.

Six women t

— AFP /UNB Photo

o contest from West Bengal

B .Ql Iil:l_" Kushwant under fire for whipping

up anti-Muslim sentiment

Af FM to solve conflict : sgen

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil asked UN Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar Thursday to accelerate negotiations to
find a political solution to his country's civil war, reports AFP
from New York.

“The only way to restore peace is to hold talks,” Wakil told
reporters after meeting with Perez de Cuellar. " tan
stands ready to improve relations despite Pakistan's aggres-
sion.”

“Hopes exist for a political solution” to the 12-year-old
conflict and Kabul officials "are the UN coordinator

for Afghanistan will "take the necessary steps,."he added.

Rafsanjani back home : ianan
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani flew home after a four-
day visit which Turkish officials said produced joint views on
Iraqi refugees and economic cooperation, reports Reuter
from Ankara.

“President Rafsanjani and | have agreed on the need for
more efforts by the International community on the matter of
iraqi refugees and to act jointly on the matter,” President
Turgut Ozal told reporters while seeing Rafsanjani off at
Ankara afrport
Ozal said Turkey and Iran had agreed to intensity their po-
litical and economic cooperation.

Agreement for peace in Angola :'

Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar welcomed on
Thursday an agreement initialled in Lisbon to end 16 years of
civil war between Angola's leftist government and United
States-backed UNITA rebels, reports Reuter from United |
Nations. s
"The Secretary General wishes to take this opportunity 1
congratulate the parties for their statesmanship which made
ssible the finalisation of the agreement.” a statement issued
a UN Spokeswoman said.
"He urges all concerned to cooperate fully in order to ex-
pedite the implementation of the agreement to ensure a last-
ing peace in Angola.”

Bush meets Shevardnadze Monday :

President George Bush will meet former Soviet Foreign
Minister Edu Shevardnadze next week for the first time
since Shevardnadze resigned in December.

Shevardnadze is to meet Bush on Monday as well as US

of State James Baker and to address the Brookings

Institution Think Tank, Reuter reports from Washington.

White House Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater told reporters
that Shevardnadze had requested the meetings.

Shevardnadze, who had a key role in warming US-Soviet
ties in recent years, quit the government of Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev, warning the country was phlngl}iq

towards dictatorship.
He is to deliver the commencement address at Boston

University on May 12 on the topic. "the Soviet Union and the

new world order.”
Israeli co blast PLO camp:

Two Israeli helicopter gunships fired four rockets into
Palestinian refugee camp of Rashidiyeh on the outskirts of
this southern Lebanese port city Thursday, police said, AP
reports from Lebanon.

Police said they had no immediate word on casualties or
damage from the Cobra helicopter attacks, which took place
at 9.45 p.m. (1845 GMT). In Jerusalem, the Isracll army
command said warplanes attacked a:guerrilla target near
Rashidiyeh.

It said the aircraft returned safely to their base after hitting
the target, which the command said served as a launch site
for attacks on Israel. The brief announcement had no further
details.

NEW DELHI, 3: A pre-
election furore has broken out
in Bombay over a well -known
Indian columnist’'s comments
on Hindu revivalist parties,
prompting officials there to
ban and burn the ne
that carried them and call for
the writer to be beaten, news-

R;g:rl sald Friday, reports
The columnist, Kushwant

Singh, whose -humorous
coments carried the coun-
try's widest tion news
Magazine, India Today,

m apologised for caus-
IF:: 'I;ltl?rl l:sd offence,” the
front page said.

The most violent reaction
came from , where the

corporation,
right-wing revivalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) which s
making a determined bid to
take in India’s national
elections later this month.
The Indian Express said
scveral thousand copies of the
were burned publicly
by Shiv Sena activists in
Bombay, and a newspaper de-

van battered while Sena
chiel Bal Thackeray called in
print for followers to "beat
Kushwant Singh with chappals
(sandals)” il he did not apolo-
gise.
Kushwant Singh in com-
ments made in an India Today-

fsm had refereed to an ineci-
dent in which the Hindu God
Shiva (a hero of Maharashtra

state of which Bo is the
capital) stabbed a pro-
tagonist.

"I was only referring to a
historic episode in the context

organiscd seminar on sccular- of the communal (llindhu-
| West Bengal 42 constituencies
Turnout Percentage

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

B B R R

........................ T —
---iiy-"'

at® i i j
'ﬁﬁ 1977 1980 1984 1989
llilw _m

--------------------

USSR removes computer

disks from US embassy

WASHINGTON, May 3: The
United States said on Thursday
it has protested to the Soviet
Union over the removal of
computer disks from (its
Moscow embassy by Soviet
personnel during a fire last
month, reports Reuter.

State Department spoke-
swoman t Tutwiler
said U.S. r Jack
Matlock had delivered a strong
protest to the Kremlin over
the attempt to "misuses this
tragic event”. She said an
investigation by U.S. unre-
stricted access to some
:mhu-z offices for several
hours during the March 28

ated before safes could be
locked.

"These were not in the se-
cured areas and though we
consider the material and

nt compromised, we
do not believe it was national
security sensitive," Tutwiler
said.

"A number of computer
disks were taken from open
Snciaciot. Al epeipa

ined and tested before it is

used again,” she said.
Tutwiler said there was no

evidence to support reports

that cryptographic or secure
communications equi t

was removed from the bufld-

uThc Washington Times
newspaper re edrlier
this week that four KGB offi-
cers dressed in protective
suits and posing as firemen
went into the embassy building

nh;:'g with frefighters.
ey pulled out secure
telephones and communica-

tions equipment and took
passports and items
of embassy workers, the daily

Tutwiler gave no details on
such reports, but asked

whether she was of
missing papers as as
co ter disks, replied: "We
could well be.”

State Department regarded
the Moscow as an in-
secure, overcrowded and un-
safe.

Muslim ) divide. No disrcspect
was meant for Shivaji, 1 hold
him in high regard,” Singh
said in his apology.

Leaders of the Maharashtra
branch of the BJP, which is al-
lied with the Shiv Sena in its
bid to take power in Delhi in
the May 20-23-26 eclections,
were more restrained, the
News rs reports said .

ﬁr;fpecaﬂcdpt%r the apology,
but retrained from burning
copies of the India Today,

whose Editor Arun Purie

bowed out of the controversy
by saying the remarks re-
flected the "personal opinion”
of the columnist not of the
Magazine.

Another report from Cal-
cutta adds: Altogether, six
women candidates are contest-
ing the LoK Sabha polls in the
state this year, of which three
have been fielded by the
Congress (l), two by the
CPI(M) and CPI and one by the
BJP.

The toughest contest is
likely to be faced by the
prominent Con (I) leader
and former MP, Ms Mamata
Banerjee, at the Calcutta
(South) seat where she is pit-
ted against 11 candidates, in-
cluding Dr Biplab Dasgupta of

the CPl (M).
Next in the order is Dr
Malini Bhattacharya of the CPl

(M) at the Jadavpur Lok Sabha

. seat where she takes on nine

candidates, iIncluding the
former Vice-Chancellor of the
Calcutta University, Dr Santosh
Bhattacharya, ficlded by the
Congress (I). From the Pans-
kura secat, veteran CPl leader,

Ms Geeta Mukherjee, is pitted
against eight candidates.

10 cops killed in
Serbs-Croats

fighting
BELGRADE, May Mhmhlt

10 Croatian policemen

been killed in fighting with

Serbs as tensions between

Yugoslavia's two largest ethnic

groups grew more violent, re-

AP

Franjo Tudjman,
of the Croatian said
on television early Friday that
nine policemen were killed
and three missing in castern
Croatia

ing out what happened.
Cary Sick, a Middle East
scholar who was on Carter's

National Security Counctl staff

met for 1-2 hours with 10
House Democrats who are
conside whether to open
such a into charges thai

Reagan aildes delayed the re
lcase of American hostages un
til after the clection.
cause ... is to get the
story out, to malke real
ize that something happened
here that should not have hap-
pened.” Sick told reporters
aflter the meeting,
During two years of inter-

yicws and inulllgnnn_ the
Sweden to raise
refugee quota

STOCKHOLM, May 3
Sweden proposed on Thursday
to more than double its
refugee quota and said other
European countries should do
the same, reports Reuter.

The government proposed
raising the quota to 3,250 for
the fiscal year beginning July
|. rom 1,250 this year

"Raising the refugee quota
increases the possibility for
Sweden to accept., among
others, refugees from Iraq.”
the Swedish Labour Ministry
said. Through ly increas
ing the quota, we id influ
ence other European countries
to also increase their quotas.”

A Labour Ministry
spokesman said the govern-
ment had asked t for
a quick decision.

on Capftol Hill for remewed at-
tention 0 the matter.

Burma buying
aviation fleet
from USSR

BANCGKOK. May 3 Burma s
update its aviation

to
fleet buylrt and
passenger p s from the

Soviet Union, Burmese Stale
radio said. reports Reuter.
Transport and
Communications Minister
Lieutenant Ceneral Tin Tun,
met officials from the Soviet
Aviacxport Adrcraft Sales
Agency this week to discuss
replacing national carrier
Myanmar Airways planes with
the Soviet Unton's Antonov-32
and Tupolev- 154 atriiners.

The radio. monfitored In

wday did not say how
many aircraft the deal involved

The Burmese also enguired
about buying MI-17 heli-
copters, the report added.

The military version of the
Mi-17 has been used in com-
bat in Afghanistan and central
America.

The report did nol say
which version was sought by
Burma's military government.
which is fighting an ar of
guerrilla groups as well as
confronting political unrest.

Tin Tun. a member of the
ruling junta. also met South
Korean businessman S. Y. Roh
of Seoul Air International Lid
on Thursday to discuss the
joint establishment of an air-
cralt spares repair centre in
Burma, Rangoon radio said in a
separale report. :

Off the Record

Bush’s son got $1.6 lakh
salary from a company

WASHINGTON, May 3: President George Bush's son Neil
drew a salary of 160,000 dollars a year as a in his
second money-losing oil company, in which he invested less
than 3.000 dollars. an internal report by a House of
representatives committee shows, reports AP.

The report by the staflf of the House Small Business
Committee examines the relationship between Neil Bush's
second oil business, Apex Ene Co. of Denver, and two
venture capital firms that ﬂr-m:j it.

A copy of the report, which concluded there is no
evidence of ille or improper conduct in Apex Energy's
financing, was obtained Thursday by The Associated Press.

The venture capital firms invested 2.3 million dollars in
Apex Energy in May 1989. At the time, they were controlled
by Louis Marx Jr.. an investor who is a big Republican
contributor and a longtime friend of President Bush.

The firms, Wood River Capital Corp. and a mm
Bridger Capital Corp. — were able to draw on
guaranteed :

Rep. Pat Schroeder, a Colorado Democrat, called the
investment in Apex "a 2.3-million-dollar embarrassment.”

Schroeder said in a statement that the report, which she
had requested in December, indicates "a shameful abuse of a
small business assistance programme.

Because of the two companies’ serious financial difficulties,
the Small Business Administration recently asked Wood River
and Bridger to sell all their assets, including their stakes in
Apex Energy, within 30 months. The proceeds will be used to
pay back the agency for the loan guarantees.

Gen Powell was against
Gulf war ?

WASHINGTON : A new book by Bob Woodward of Watergate
fame says General Colin Powell, Chairman of the US Joint
Chiefs of Staff, pushed hard for sanctions against Iraq to avoid
war, the Washington Post said in its Thursday editions,
reports Reuter.

Woodward, now an editor of the newspaper wrote that
Powell and to a lesser extent Secretary of State James Baker
led an unsuccessful campaign to persuade President George
Bush to rely on sanctions rather than military options after
Iraq invaded Kuwait last August.

Powell told Bush late in October before the decision was
made to double the number of US troops in the Gulf that
containment would take time, maybe as long as a year or two,
but it would work, Woodward wrote. .

Bush replied: "1 don't think there's time for that strategy,
said the book, The Commanders to be published on Friday by
Simon and Shuster.

Once the decision was made, Powell supported it

Woodward, who gained fame for reporting the Watergate
scandal that led to President Richard Nixon's resignation in
disgrace in 1974, says even though the “l.:!.! lﬂeﬁnu
intelligence Agency knew two days in advance thal iraq was
to invade Kuwait, no warning was sent to Ilragl President

Saddam Hussein. m
death threats

LOUISVILLE (Kentucky) : General Norman Schwarzkopl,
head of the US forces in the Gulf, said on Thursday he has
recetved death threats since his return home from the Gulf
war and has been placed under increased security, reports
Reuler.

Schwarzkop{ made the disclosure at & news conference
mmﬂ:mmﬂhnmkyww.mmﬁnnd

Yes. my life has hunmthmu‘ m E:;nwy ltl;.ﬂ in
response o a question | a news
conference. He did not elaborate but parade officials said they
had been told now to disclose in advance where (n the line of
march the war commander would appear.

An estimated 300,000 people lined the streets in
downtlown Louisville for the , an annual event held in
advanece of Saturday's run for the roses. The parade included
126 Desert Storm veterans and nine mil units.



