An Appeal

The Daily Star appeals to all its readers,
advertisers and patrons to contribute
rously to the Prime Minister's
lief Fund, to offer the fullest co-
operation to all relief agencies and to
help the victims of the natural calamity
which has hit Bangladesh.

Two Welcome Decisions

The government has taken two very timely
decisions. One relates stopping all Zlnda of
officials feasts and {llumination and a request
made to the citizens to likewise shun feasts and
illuminations for some time. Thé other decision
is to observe a National Mourning Day today In
memory of those killed and lost during Monday
night's elemental swoop on 47 southern upazilas.
We welcome both the isions.

It will be in utter bad taste to let any sign of
ostentation in any area of national life to be
manifest at a time like this. The shadow of
colossal death and even more suffering in the
southern districts is over all of us of this nation.
One can now go for feasting and other
expressions of and jubllation only after he
has takén complete leave of his senses.

The official announcement in this regard ties
this with a hope of practising austerity lor some
time in deference, it is clear, to Monday night's

in the south.

It may as well have been prompted by
consideration of saving money by refraining from
avoidable spending, %artlcularly spending on
things that go ill mfrh the time.

Bangladesh should have for long been, as a
matter of normal practice, observing austerity in
both public and private life. The onus of setting
examples in this lay on the successive
governments in which all of them failed with a
will. If the Monday disaster has now occasioned a
much delayed recourse to sanity in matters of

overnmental — and even private — spen , let

be with us-until we shall have, say, cut our

ﬂoverty and hunger by one-halfl and boosted
teracy two times over.

It is cxmung too much that the savings made
on cance feasts and flluminations would help
succour the surviving victims in the off-shore
region in any significant way. The ban on those
comes more as a gesture — and a very weéighty
gesture — symbolic of the sense of t grief and
;}rnq:athy we are supposed to [eel at this moment

national tralfcdy. We expect the gesture to
grow to its full potential of graduating into a
national attitude involving the whole people and
their multifarious organisation including the
government — one which will serve us long and
stand us firm in times of tribulation that are sure
to come on our way to reaching a kind ol national
fulfilment.

The announcement: of National Mourning Day
should prove a step In the ht direction.
Although both the print and the electronic media
are doing much to im the many

in which hundreds of thousands may have
as il in one fell stroke — and national wealth
to the tune of at least 3000 crore Taka — on
minds of ngrmreoplc. it is feared that for most
us all this ing up in a reaction of feeling
and little beside. The Natmn?cl Muumlzg
as been designed to make people sit up a
of how best to be of any help in the
situation.

We again welcome both the decisions and wish
them success. _

Time to Catch Up

Shobar Jonno Shikkha,. or education for all, is

probably one of the most well-intentioned slogans
ever adopted by the government of this country.
But, however well-meaning, slogans have a
tendency to furn into cruel hoaxes. unless
meaningful initiatives are taken to realise the
ideal be them. Today, right on the doorstep
of the 21st century, posifion of women in
education remains similar to their status in
society in general — unequal, and subordinate to
men.
The situation, a legac
Fre_judices bred by social and religious bigotry, is
asl an anachronism. Women constitute
nearly half the total population, and are beginning
to play a major role in the development process
despite all the odds. But anachronism or not. a
jaundiced view of women's role in society
continues {o dominate. Initiatives to alter the
situation at the state or non-government levels.
are few and far between.

Paradoxically, there is all-round recognition
that without full participation of women in the
soclo-economic-political life of the country,
neither development nor democracy can be fu y
achieved. Furthermore, and perhaps more
importantly, it is a woman's right to be able to
fully realise her potential as an individual.

The,key to unlock women's collective potential
as a socio-economic powerhouse is education. By
now: the link between education and development
has unquestionably been established. But a society
cannol get very far down the progress path b
concentra on- %}ﬂng proper education to o
hall its members. Unfortunately, social prejudices
continue to put up obstacles on women's path.
Most families do not even consider it worthwhile
to spend much on a girl's education, preferring to
marry her ofl on completing school, with little or
no chance of higher education.

Such a situation cannot be changed unless
society undergoes a radical transformation in its
attitude towards women. To create public opinion
against such prejudices, awareness has to be
raised, beginning at the earliest stage, at school.
i ncccssa?. the national curriculum has to be
altered to delete all depiction of women as havi
no other role than those of housewives an
mothers. The younger generation must be
pointed out, in the genflest way possible, the
utier folly and unfairness of current thinking. At
the same time, education for women has to
become a priority area. Women should also be
given greater incentives to become teachers,
including reserved posts, in order to attract more
girls to. schools and colleges. Instead of special
schools for girls, more mixed schools should be
encouraged, with an increased quota for girls, A
bit of positive discrimination would not go amiss,
since women have several thousand years to catch

up on.
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There are at lcast eight a
year, equalling more than one-
and-a-half working weeks or
about 568 hours of "downtime”
per employee, in addition to
the time “lost™ through annual

Demands for reduction in
ublic holidays are also being
in Britain, which has
about the same number as
Australia, including the unique
bank holidays. These were
statutorily instituted 120 years
ago after the Bank of England
led a general move towards
brighter working lives.

Debate in Britain is less
sharply-focused but nonethe-
less vociferous. The bank holi-
day system "has ceased to be a
necessity and become a nui-
sance,” columnist Paul
Johnson wrote the other day.

He added : "Twenty-mile
motorway tailbacks. beaches
and leisure-centres like con-
centration camps, crammed
restaurants, long waits, howl-
ing children, bickering par-
ents ... cafes with frantic wait-
resses and unwashed cups —
these are the images of a

‘India ing Pressed on A-

HE increasing fear that
the United States
might wuse nuclear
weapons against Saddam
Hussein's Iraq had triggered a
powerful lobby to pressure the
Indian government to manu-
facture nuclear bombs,

Leading the pack is General
K. Sunderji, former chief of
the Army Staff, who asserts
peace in India depends on
New Delhi going nuclear.

In newspaper interviews,
he suggested a three- pact
between China, Plh:tnwn and
India for a minimum nuclear
deterrent. But General
Sunderji, who is known as a
nuclear hawk, asserts quite
openly : "l think we should say
categorically that we have this
capability. It is going to be a
defensive capability.”

He believes that there is
nothing to be ashamed about
having a deterrent. For, "we
are not going to make first use
of it ever." But independent
observers believe that New
Delhi arming {tself with nu-
clear weapons would enforce
her image as a regional bully.

Those who support the
bomb explain that once Indta
declares faith in the bomb,
she will never behave like a
bully and Pakistan will respect
India for that.

A former Defence Minister,
Mr. K.C. Pant, had also come
out with a strong plea for re-
viewing New Delhi's stand on
nuclear weapon. More re-
cently, former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi has demanded
that India should review its
nuclear options.

Earlier. in a letter to Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar, Mr.
Gandhi made the point that
the escalation in the tone of
the US on the use of the nu-
clear option in Iraq should
alert all countries, especially
India, to its fallout and make
preparations for seif-defence.

Mr. Gandhi said : "We would
be among the worst victims of
any resort to nuclear weapons
in the West Asian theatre.
First, the removal of the taboo
in one blow would destroy
mental defences against the

address.

Golden fleece for
Bamh \

Sir, On the part of
Bangladesh, the 11th
Conference of Common-
wealth Education Ministers
in Barbados was not just
another regular meeting of
the former British colonial
states that honoured
Bangladesh with the

speakership on behalf of all

visiting ministers and
heads of delegation, when
the age-old education sys-
tem in the country is iIn
shambles and the natural
urge is to find the Aladin's
Majic Lamp to have the
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say they are aggravating their cu
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British bank holiday.”

He reckons "most British
workers would prefer to do
without statutory holidays —
except at Christmas nn? New
Year — and instead have the
s credited 1o their regular

outbreak of nuclear war that
have been built up in human
minds, thanks in no small
measure to the ploneering en-
deavour of Pandit Nehru and
the non-aligned movement ...

“.... Any such development
would leave us with hardly any
option but to convert our nu-
clear weapons capability into
nuclear weapons capacity.”

Not to be left behind, the
right-wing Hindu fundamental-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
is campaigning vigorously for
the manufacture of atomic
bombs. It feels that India ts de-
fenceless against Pakistan and
China as those countries have
already developed nuclear
weapon capacity and China has
enough bombs in its basement
to destroy any potential enemy.

This had led to a fierce de-
bate in newspapers and public

ng in parts of the wo
bxammnofunuhamthnkuﬂandm ralians
rrent recession. Yet the trend seems to be in the other

letsure time. this is highly ar-
guable. But if it 1s what Brits

want — and Johnson a

voters referendum to

the issue — then it would con-
tradict the global trend to
more rather than fewer holi-
days (the word dertves from

"holy day.” the original day of

M

rest devised by
Israclites).

Nowhere is this trend more
evident today than in post-
perestrotka Soviet Union,
where citizens of several re-
public, including Russia itself
are demanding Easter be re-
introduced o the basic list of
seven public holidays a year.

Two, notably Army Day and
the UN-backed International
Women's day .

ancient

memorate th
Revoluton.

Aithough the United States
is more work-minded. It is not
averse to supplementing its
network of Ier.Lrnl legal public
holidays. which now extends
to 11 days annually and incor-
porates Martin Luther King
Day January 15) in memory of
the civil rights leader who was
assassinated in 1968.

Other impbrtant holidays,
which individual states have
the right to ignore, are
Independence day %l;ly 4) and

ving (4th Thu in
MII?‘ n ﬂur‘d.yl’ﬂcl'im
Fathers' first harvest is re-
called in family gatherings and
turkey dinners. Ft.ﬂ cherished
as the least commercialist
public holiday.

Contrary to standard prac-
tice in most other Christian
countries, neither December

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhi

Congress panel investigating
nuclear proliferation in South

Asia. that only a nuclear test by
Pakistan could incite India to
assemble its weapons and
move promptly to'a test which
would E::rhahl)r involve a ther-
monue device.

According to Mr. Levanthal,
Indta accepts the reality of
Pakistan's deterrent. But it is
hardly in New Delhi's interest
lo trigger a nuclear arms race
with Pakistan beyond the pre-
sent levels.

Other American officials
have warned that a total cutoff
of aid to Pakistan might

. prompt India to go through

with its own nuclear pro-

gramme.
One US politictan strongly

clear research and other activ-
itles. :

As an analyst says, “For a
long time now care has been
taken by the nuclear estab-
lishment to shroud everyth
in secrecy. This has hardened
belicf that India has something
to hide.”

The fact of the matter is
that both India and Pakistan
have nuclear capacity and it is
better for both sides to sdmit
that they have bombs, but that
it is not to use them
in any conflict. Independent
observers believe that India
has adequate scientific ability
and skill to develop a delivery
system for atomic weapons.

It all started with India car-
rying out a peaceful nuclear

relative :
In Middle East countries

-visiting trips

the most significant holiday is
the four-day one that custom-
arlly follows Ramadan, thé
month of fasting by day. The
same a in parts of North
Alfrica, t most countries
within the continent copy

other side. Recently, some
Russian newspapers have
raised the question — if India’s
programme {s for peaceful
purposes, then why this se-
crecy? Why should it not be
open for nuclear inspection?
The reason s that nuclear
pundits in New Delhi have al-
ways opposed the inspection
system. And the logic Hﬁnﬂﬂj
is that the major nuclear pow-
ers have not allowed the in-
spection of their [acilities.
However, the recent
agreement between the US
and the Soviet Union for limit-

ing nuclear weapons and their do

destruction under the um-
brella of disarmament has not
encouraged India to rethink its
priorities.

Some experis are now sug-
gesting that it would be far
more sensible to agree to the

The nuclear establishment shrouds everythi

ing in secrecy and has hardened belief that

Indiahmmd;bingmhﬁfe

forums on the desirability of
developing nuclear bomb ca-
pacity,

Several analysts like Mr. K.
Subramanyam. a former direc-
tor of the Institute for Defence
Research and Analysis, ex-
pressed the view that New
Delhi had no options left but
to go in for atomic weapons.

This view has hardened
after the development of a
family of missiles — air-to-air
and ground-to-air weapons —
which can nuclear war-
heads. Indeed. one of the
weapons — Akash — is said to
be almost parallel to the
Patriot missile with the same
capability. Most of the missiles
will be in production over the
next five years. i

Experts have doubted the
wisdom of such a nuclear arms
race in South Asia. According
to Paul Levanthal, president of
the Nuclear Control Institute,
"It is not in India's interest to
trigger a nuclear arms race
with Pakistan even if there was
a popular outcry in the country
for such action.”

Mr. Levanthal has told a US

believes that India has a de-
cided advantage in numbers
and sophistication of warheads.
But Pa]:islan has a credible de-
terrent. He says that South
Asia has become the first re-
gion of the developing world in
which principal rivals have
achieved mutual nuclear deter-
rents.

Another well-known
American nuclear analyst,
Leonard Spector, has said that
since Pakistan's security con-
cerns are focused on India, the
overall objective of
Washington's policy must be to
reduce the danger of nuclear
war on the subcontinent.

According to an Australian
expert, India already has nu-

clear bombs. It has the capac-

ity to bufld 15 to 30 nuclear
weapons annually, according to
the expert: -

India's ‘nuclear facilities.
with the exception of a couple
of power stations, are not open
to international inspeetion.
International experts suspect

. that no adequate mmformation is
. giveg either to people here or

to the outside world about nu-

explosion in 1974 for scien-
tific purposes. The world, for
good reasons, did not believe
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's
assertions at that time that
India {s not developing a nu-
clear capability.

Mrs. Gandhi was keen to
establish India as a nuclear
power and suddenly a weak
and impoverished Third world
country became a member of
the nuclear club.

+ This satisfied Mrs. Gandhi's
vanity. But it had disturbing
consequences. The Pakistan
Prime Minister. the late Z. A.
Bhutto, declared that his peo-
ple would eat grass rather than
not meet India's challenge.

Another disturbing sign is
that India has consistently re-
jected moves and suggestions
for a nuclear weapons-free
zonc in South Asia. Translated
in practical terms, it would
have meant an India-Pakistan
pact renouncing the nuclear
options,

One important reason is
that neither India nor Pakistan
is willing to allow inspection of

its nuclear programme by the

—
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Pakistani move to have mutual
inspections. There should be
exchange of authentic infor-
mation on each other's nuclear
activities. The consideration of
national sovereignty is alto-
gether illogical. -

"It should be possible to
reach a reasonable levei’ of
verification that neither
country has actually assembled
a nuclear weapon and tested a
aurtasstmbly or auxiliary
technology or has taken
advanced steps to deploy
weapons,” one analyst says,

Other experts have argued
that the recent Brazil-
Argentina agreement, which
gives the two countries the
right to inspect mutual facili-
ties, could be a model for the
Indian subcontinent. Besides,
technology is available for veri-
fication of nuclear facilities as
in the case of the Americans
and the Soviets.

As India no r consid-
ers China an adversary, it
should be to negotiate

both with Pakistan and China
to conclude a treaty which
would prevent the develop-
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

Genie put the pieces back
together .

Who, ere, when, and
how, if ever possible, .... are

a]lawajtlnﬁ a miracle prob- .

ably for the right time to
happen. But, the (undesi-
red) questions keep boun-
cing back up, "who'll tie
the bell (around the cat's
neck)?”. or "when'll the
Pied Piper arrive (Lo get rid
of the rats)?", or .....

Over at the conference,
she “expressed the hope
that the Commonwealth
would be able to tilt the
balance in favour of peace,
progress, and develop-
ment’. Someone has rea-

sons lo wonder "what the
hell had the Common-
wealth been doing all these
years?".

Back home, someone
does have questions like
"what in the world are the
Education Ministry, ERD,
UGC, UNESCO, ODA,
British Council, USIS,
USAID, and the like doing
in the country?”, "What are
the donors' money being
spent for?", "How good are
the experts this LDC has?",
etc. Of course. someone
does have the answers.
Again, "Why then is all this
mess in the Supermarket
of Knowledge which is de-
signed to deliver the best
products in nature?’ is the
same old annoying question
everyone wanis an answer
LO.

For now, and for the
days to come, to do away
with the Cat-and-Mouse
games in eshi edu-
cation is an uphill task, no

doubt ! But, must
wonder, "Where ‘on earth is
the Golden Fleece anyway?"

M. Rahman
Zilla School Road,

Mymensingh 2200.

Sir, After independence
of Bangladesh we, in this
part of the world, wanted
everything to be in Bangla
The education policy
adopted by the successive
governments after the in-

- dependence produced half-

educated persons who had
no access to the books,
periodicals and

mostly in English.

But Sheikh Mujib sent
his son Jamal to Sandhurst.
Sheikh Hasina's children
read in India in English
medium school. Ershad's
son is studying in American
School (for foreigners) In

journals

Dhaka. The recent report
submitted by Public Service
Commission before the
Parliament (Ref : Job
prospect shrinking for
graduates, Weekly Friday,
12-18 April 1991) is very

alarming

It runs as: "The less
privileged, as everywhere,
are losing the race to get a
job with the government.
The report says that chil-
dren of families having an
annual income of Taka
25,000 are falling behind
in the race for government
jobs, compared with chil-
dren from more affluent
families. These under-
privileged job seckers
obtained 75 per cent of the
Jjobs in 1983, This came
down to 35 per cent In
1988-80. The PSC report
said that in 1982 students
coming from rural
backgrounds gol 69 per
cent of the jobs which
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Joint second with 13 puble
Spain and
Germany. Then come Creece
(12) and Denmark (11)

singularly including

nltﬂ'mnr_: holidays annually.

Jormer
staf] wrtter with The Times of
London.

Bomb Option

ment, refinement, dtpln,-
ment, use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons.

But all this requires a
strong itical will. Fascist
forces are on the rise by

ting communal tensions

r winning the ensuing elec-

tons are unlikely o accept any

negotiations with Pakistan and

China. who they consider
p-ern:.rm:ln; adversaries.

C . & temporary -
ernment. which s not lu::i
its moorings. cannot do any-
thing fundamental in the ficld
of nuclear peace. All they can
is to toe the line pro-
pounded by Mr. Gandhi.

Besides, there is the ques-
tion of_the cost which is an
important factor. Some ana-
lysts have estimated that India
cannot really afford the manu-
facture of nuclear weapons as
it might cost 15.000 million
rupces (US8$1.200 million) to
continue even the present
programme.

Thus, if India were to go in
for a full-fledged nuclear pro-
gramme involving the actual
deployment of a small number
of nuclear wea
nmuclear s the cost :ﬂ
rise to an astronomical level

it is speculated that a very
large sum will be needed,
probably one-half of the exist-
ing defence budget of some
200.000 million rupees
(US$16.000 million). Clearly,
this cannot be borne by a weak
economy already erlp;g:'.-d
rising inflation and
war fallout. |

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
which is not hl‘.l'-'l'alll to much
about the 'national economy,
has not the foggiest idea of
what it will mean In terms of
damage to economic interests.

Most of the hawks are In
the lotus land of ;
Somehow, they believe that
you can sacrifice hing for
the so-called national interest,
imperilling the future of this
generation and millions of
children yet to be born.

Depthnews Asila

came down to 37
in 1988-80. In the case of

per cent
students with wurban
backgrounds the t-
age was 31 in IMH
had gone upto 63 per cent
in 1988-80."

The reason Is nol un-
known: in Urban areas
English was pot discarded
but in the rural areas it was
shunned as a taboo,




