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Rushing pure water, food
and life-saving drugs to the
vasi arca of coastal belt ravaged
by Monday's cyclone and tidal
surge is now the crying need

. of the hour to save hundreds of

thousands of survivors. With
each day the physical
strength of cyclone victims
is fast waning. They now face a
grim future.
- In many remote places, di-
arrhoeal diseases have .
broken out. Hand tube-
wells which are the only
known source of safe drinking
water in this region were
blown away by the storm and
tidal surge. survivors are
now left with sofled water to
drink.
Our Stall Corrcspondent

,, _

Khaleda receives
Tk. 44,16,78S5 as
donations

Reliel materials and a sum
of Taka 44,16,785 in cash and
cheque were received as do-
nations for the Prime
Minister's Reliefl Fund Friday.
Prime Minister Be Khaleda
Zia received the donations at
her office at Sugandha in
Dhaka, reports BSS.

The organisations and per-
sons who donated cheques to
the Prime Minister's Relfef
Fund are:

BTC—Taka 10,00,000 Laban
Malik Samity—Taka 50,000

See Page 10 Col. 2
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who extensively toured Ku-
tubdia, Maheshkhail, Chokoria,
St. Martins Island, Cox's Bazar
and Teknaf on Friday saw the
agonies of the survivors writ on

their faces. A gale raging u
80 kilometres per hnurpl:::

times in gusts accompanied by
rain swept the offshore islands
on Friday aggravating the
sullerings ul' coastal people.
Most of them were found bare
bodied. Relief materials so far
rovided to them arc neg-

le. In many places the
rescue workers could not
reach even on Friday. The

people out there are yet to get

any relief.

All alo the coastline of
offshore is our staffer
saw ofl -link whlh overflying in

US reviewing
additional
assistance

WASHINGTON, May 3: The
United States has so far pro-
vided 2.1 million dollars ll."l re-
lief aid to Bangladesh to deal
with the effects of Monday's
devastating cyclone and is re-

Dhaka's request for
helicopters, the State De-
partment said today, report
AFP,

Spokesman ret Tut-
wiler said the aid included

ly two million dollars in

ical supplies which were

alrcady in Bangladesh and
See Page 10 Col. 3

A Star Report

a helicopter. Oil released from
the d oil tankers has
caused pollution of sea water.
Large crowd of survivors were
desperalely waving their hands
to attract the helicopter crew
for relief. Some n:licl' workers
say that they are afraid of ap-
proaching the desperate {s-
landers who rush for relief as
soon as an alfrcraft lands on a
devastated area.

Meanwhile, the cyclone
victims seemed to be losing
their courage and will to sur-
vive. Friday's inclement wea-
ther resisted airborne reliel
operation in most of the af-
fected coastal areas.

The death toll in the cy-
clone and surge hit areas may
exceed one and a half lakh, ac-

.....

cording to reports reaching
Dhaka from wvarious sourccs.
Death of 92,294 persons were
officially confirmed till Friday.

The arca-wise break-up of
the casualties is :

Chittagong

City Corporation 3,000,
Sandwip upazila 30,000,
Banskhalf 25,000, Anwara
1,000, Sitakunda 500, other
upazilas 500.

Cox’s Bazar

Sadar Upazila 48, Chakoria,
10,000, Moheshkhali, 11,000,
Kutubdia, 8,000, Teknal, 12,

Ramu, 1. Noakhali
Sadar 6, Hatiya, 3,001,
Companyganj, 32, Senbag, 11

Cuellar assures all help

NEW YORK, May 3 : UN
Secretary-General Perez de
Cuellar has assured Bangladesh
of all possible assistance from
the UN system in the after-
math of the disastrous cyclone,
reports Agency.

assurance came during
his meeting with Finance and

' Planning Minister Saifur Rah-

man at the UN Headquarters
in New York this afternoon.

Perez de Cuellar expressed
his profound grief at the loss of
life and property.

While giving his assurance
for help, Cuellar said a team of
UNDRO officials was already in
Dhaka to assess the damage

and requirements of assis-
tance, :
The UN system would be
fully mobilised for the purpose,
he said, as had been the case
on prior occasions.

Saffur Rahman broke his
journey to London on way
home to have an emergency
meeting with the UN
Secretary-General to apprise
him of the magnitude the
loss of life and property in the
wake of the natural

Relief and rl:hlhllltltlun
would require considerable di-
version of scarce resources,
Rahman said stressing the im-

See Page 10 Col. 3
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Bhola

Manpura, 12, Char Fassion
102, Borhanuddin 6,
Doulatkhan 4, Lalmohan 4,
Tajmuddin 3, Bhola Sadar, 2.

Patuakhalf district 18,
Borguna, 7, Lakshmipur 5,
Feni, 4, and Pirojpur, 1.

Our Stafl correspondent
Chapal Bashar who visited
coastal islands of Noakhali dis-
trict reported that the cyclom
victims were now
scrious health hazards. Purc
drinking water is hardly avail-
able. Relfefl materials did not
reach the distressed people
living in remote char arcas.
They are crying for help.

The affected people in the

See Page 10 Col. 7

Armed Forces
rush more
relief

The members of the Armed
Forces are carrying on relief
and rescue o tions at the
cyclone-hit coastal areas with
rencwed vigour, according to
an ISPR press rciease, reports
BSS,

Chief of Air Stall Air Vice-
Marshal Mumitazuddin Ahmed
on Friday visited different
clone-hit areas including the
St. Martins Island. He took
some reliefl materials for the
marconed people.

See Page 10 Col. 1

|

@The Baily Star

DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 4, 1991

Minde wi» of
mals W rgrehesn {
b

- gy

The finest Ice cream from haly
| a
prop

a
dolce vitg | gelate

fmiatearia_ice m parion

W teral et Aes
cd e Rarer. Pahp

10 PAGEE

Ll

FIICE TAKA 3.00

o | PM rejects criticism,

invites Opposition
to a meeting today

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister

The
Opposition Sheikh
Jatiya Party leader Moudud

Leader of
Hasina,

Ahmed, Baksal leader
Mohiuddin Ahmed, Workers

Siraj,
Ahmed, NDP member
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury

and 12 other MPs took part in
the discussion.
Begum Zia said the cyclone
was the worst in history. More
would have been killed,
the government not taken
adequate preparations to re-
move people to safe places.
Ten lakh people were killed in
the 1970 cyclone, she said
adding the population had in-
creased manifold since then.
The Leader of the House
satd the government had
started sending reliefl goods to
all cyclone-hit arcas, giving
priority to the worst affected
areas. Supply of relief goods
might be inadequate due to

transportation problems but 1|
was nol true that people in

arcas were yet to get re-
el

She sharply criticised the
Leader of the with-
out naming her and said she
could visit affected arcas by
helicopter only because a re-
sponsible government 8 in
power

She said her party was in
the opposition for ninc years
but mever got a helicopter to
visit aress affected by natural

See Page 10 Col §
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By Mahfuz Anam

It was a griefl stricken par-
liament that resumed its ses-
sion yesterday. As the Speaker
called the House to order the
mood was sombre and the al-
mosphere, sad and tense. The
Le ol the House reflected
the general sentiment in her
condolence resolution which
was followed a prayer for
the salvation of the departed
souls.

The Speaker's move o go
into the business of the day
was interrupted, at this stage,
by the Opposition demand that
a discussion should be held on
the catastrophe that hit the
nation. With the concurrence
of the Leader of the [louse the

Sze Page 10 Col 7

Sonadia: Panorama of
death and devastation

A KM. Mohsin from cyclone-hit areas

Umme Begum was standing
there, starting at the sky. She
had been doing that for the

sl four days, ever since she

t her home and husband in
the killer cyclone of Monday
night. She always looked sky-
wards, because she belicved
the ty would surely help
her. She had reasons to be-
lieve, because miraculously,
her baby child had survived
with her.

| stood with Umme Begum
on Sonadia fislet in Ma-
heshkhall upazila, as she
mumbled her story. The air
force helicopter in which we
flew stood about a hundred
yards away, with scores of des-
perately hungry men virtually
mobbing it. With no local ad-
ministration or police around,
it was difficult for the crew to
distribute relief s — waler,
bags of 'cheera’. molasses — in
an orderly manner. The crew
did the best they could under
the circumstances.

At Sonadia, around 100 fami
lies were stranded without a
roof over their heads. Prople
didn't want to leave the spots
where their homes once stood.
Amid the rubble, they sat,
starting listlessly; some heid
on to bamboo poles, trying to

tay on their feet. These Mt
hnn::l on tiny pieces of
were all they had before the

struck last week. They
didn't want to leave it for a
second, but the empty stom-
achs and dry mouths drove

UN agency runs out of funds for Iraq1 refugees

GENEVA, May 3: The UN
High Commissioner for
said that her
agency had run out of funds to
help Iraqgi ref and that
humanitarian efforts in the
Gulf were in "dire jeopardy.,”
report agencies.

In a statement, Sadako
Ogata criticised governments
for the poor re to an

by UNHCR 238.5 mil-
lion dollars needed for
stricken Kurds and Shi'ites
who fled to Tu and Iran.

She said

R had spent

or committed " cent” of
the 944 million so far
pledged and warned that relief
efforts could not continue " on
credit.”
Mecanwhile, UNHCR
Sylvia Foa uﬂ
Geneva-based
“very, very conoerned,” l.l re-
ports tlut Kurdish refugee

mwwﬂmhm

ﬁt the security situation in
She said UNHCR feared
some Kurds were under the

illusion they would be sale
even outside the security zones
created by American, British
and French military forces.

"That is not the case,”
told journalists.

Also Friday, Iran's Interior
Minister Abdollah Nouri said
foreign countries should be
ashamed of their meager help
to the Kurdish refugees, and

she

another official said rotten -

food and used items were in-

cluded in the foreign aid.
*Despite widespread pro-

paganda, foreign countries

have provided the refugees
with little help,” Nouri was

quoted as saying by the Islamic |

tored in Nicosia lie
said “the world o t to be
ashamed of ils t as-
sistance to the Iraq refugees.”

Ruhollah Mirza- de

She said the need lor
medicines was “desperale as
warm weather arrives and the
lcar of epidemic turns into
reality.”

An lragl
day lalks between |
clals and Kurdish rebel
would resume in Baghdad ncxt

week.
The ruling Baath duily
Al-Thawra said a K dele -
headéd by the Kurdish
Barzani, would be In

per said 1o-
offi-

Massoud
Baghdad.

some of them to do just Lhat as
soon as our helicopter came in.

Earlier we leflt Dhaka 8.30
am on board Antonov An-32
transport aircrafl, loaded with
dried food. waler, molasses
etc. We switched over to the
helicopter at Patenga and
headed for St Martin's Island
al the south-eastern edge of
the country, followed by a Bell
chopper with Air Chief Air
Vice-Marshal Mumiazuddin
Ahmed on board.

On the way, signs of devas-
lation came before, or rather
below, us. Bttween Cox's Bazar
and Teknal, several ships had
sunk. "They are oil tankers”,
pllot Capt, Shalfique told us.
The result was an oil slick that
streiched over milles along the
ocnasl.

No reliel work was neces-
sary al St. Martin's, as the ¢y-
clone had done little damage
there. We didn't know which
place was hit how hard, not
even four days afler the fateful

t. So, on o Maheshkhali

er Sonadia, the crew de-

cided not to land the heli-

copter anywhere, as It didn't
scem sale encugh o do so.

Al western Maheshkhali and
Kutubdia, we hovered about
five to 10 feet above ground,
and threw the bags to the hun-
gry people below. They were
waiting directly below the
chapper, thinking little of the
d . They held out their

s upwards and caught
See Page 10 Col. |

Mother Teresa
arrives today,
Pak PM tomorrow

The FPakistan Prime
Minister, Newaz Sharil, will
arrive Dhaka tomorrow
(Sunday) to express his coun-

s sympalthy with the

Bangladesh in the wake of
the havoc caused by the oy-

clones.
A Foreign Office spokesman
told BSS that the Pakistan

Prime Minister will meet

Acting President Juslice

Shahabuddin Ahmed, Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

and visit the cyclone-ballered
See Page 10 Col. 2



