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all traffic rules. The man
you are likely to kill by rash
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Over 1 crore affected in 47 upazilas : Rescue workers yet to reach many areas : Relief inadequate

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed, who i1s supervising
reliefl operations iIn greater
Chi flew over the afl-

:

itation in

1L
“F

Sululnul Kabir, MP from
Bashkhali constituency,
claimed that over 40,000
mostly women and

were killed at
Bashkhali alene. Nine unions

out of ten were completely
See Page 12 CGET

T'D HUDDY DEATH 'Ihn whulu of the mutal belt is nluttur.d with bodies after Munday s cyclone that Iashed thu snuthurn part vnth apotalypuc frun:y

leaving, in areas, not a living soul to bury the dead as in Patenga, top, and Kutubdia, bottom.
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Let us face crisis
unitedly : PM

Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia on Thursday night
made a passionate appeal to all
to stand by the cyclone af-
fected le of the country
and provide succor to them,
reports BSS.

In an address o the nation
over radic and television she
said according to reports re-
cetved 37,543 people died in
Monday nights cyclonic storm
"We are a that the
death tull ﬂht be much
higher”,

Evcckhg unlt-ud and all-out
cooperation of all at this hour
of peril Zia said, “there
may be differences of opinion
in a democracy and ft dnu ex-
ist but this is not the time for
difference of opinion. The
more we stand united, irre-

tive of affilhations,

greater will be owur
strength during the current
crisis”. She said “let us
all work in unison and save the
distressed peopie”.

World leaders
shocked

US President George Bush
has e his deep sorrow
at the tragic devastation
caused by the recent cyclone
in Bangladesh, report
Agencies.

In a message to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
President Bush has assured his

ment would stand by
mﬁ in its relief and re-
congtryuction efforts.

President Bush extended
condolence on his own behalf
and on behalf of the American
people to all who have been
affected by the cyclone.

French President Francois
Mitterrand has expressed

shock at the loss of lives

in cyclone.

In a me to the Acting
President Justice abuddin
Ahmed, Mitte said, "It is
with great sorrow that | have
learnt of the violent cyclone
that fell on the coastal areas of

See Page 12 Col. 3
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come and share this sorrow.”

She called upon the
Muslims to offer for the
peace of the souls of the vic-

tims at es tomorrow,
which is Friday. She also ap-

Fﬂhdhthtpﬂp&ﬂfnthﬂ
aiths to do so at temples,

churches and other places of

worship.
Be Zia sald reliefl work
is in swing in the aflfected
put
m-nu-cmpm-n

its resources in reliel opera-
tions, she said and assured
that we would do everything

See Page 12 Col. |
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Weekend
Magazine

My World
S. M. Ali

Altaf Hussain - the
Editor who could
make or break a

government
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Absurd Row on
'Islamic Bomb'

Pakistan will eat
grass, but will
make the
bomb?
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Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

People's interest in pot
plants are growing as
is their use for indoor
and outdeor orna-
mentation
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Economic loss in cyclon'e

may run into $1b

Star Economic Report

Preliminary reports from
the coastal areas which were
ravaged Monday by the cen-
tury's worst cyclone and tidal
bore in the region show a stu-
pendous picture of staggering
economic losses.

The appalling human
tragedies apart. the damage to
standing crops, physical infras-
tructure, dwelling units, live-
stock and stocks of goods will
run into one billion US dollars
(about Taka 3,500 crore),
rough unofficial estimates sug-
gested.

.State Minister for Relief L R
Khan told a meeting of the
representatives of the aid giv-
ing agencies and thé NGOs in
Dhaka Thursday that the initial
loss of property and infrastruc-
ture was estimated at Taka
3,000 crore. The meeting was
addressed by Prime Minister
Ek:gum Khaleda Zia. She urged

the donor agencies and NGOs
to provide succour to the cy-
clone-battered people.

Official sources said the to-
tal loss might finally exceed
that of the 1988 flood. Official
estimates put the total flood
damage at about 1.5 billlon US
dollars.

With reports about losses
still coming in from the cy-
clone-hit areas, a full picture
about the extent of actual dam-

agé will be available within a.

week or two, the sources said.
Communication network with
the far-flung coastal arcas is
yet to he restored.

The P Commission
will make a detail appraisal of
the situation after complete
reports from the affected areas
are made available. The donor
agencies including the World
Bank will also be pupn.rtng the
estimates about losses

Preliminary reports said,
over one crore people in 47
upazilas under 16 coastal dis-
tricts, stretched over an area
of 20,000 sq miles, have been
affected by Monday's cyclone.
About 60 per cent of the
standing IRRI-boro crops were
fully dnmagecl The rest 40 per

cent have beent damaged
partially. The crops were at
the harvesting stage.

Reports said, salinity left
back by the surging seas will
not allow sowing any crops for
another three months, particu-
larly in the coastal islands un-
der Chittagong division.

The crop loss will widen
the country's food gap in
1990-91. Food production was
earlier estimated by the gov-
ernment at over 10.4 million
tons for the year,

About one millon dwelling
units, mostly kutcha structures

In the disaster-hit areas, have
been blown or washed away.
The damage to the housing
sector will be several hundred
crores of Taka. The loss of pri-
vate household assets includ-
ing stocks of food and other
itemns {s also colossal.

Besides standing crops and
household assets, livestock
sector has borme the brunt of
tidal surge. The loas of cattle-

head is a matter of guessesti-
mate as much as the loss of
human lives, the sources said.
The physical infrastructural
facilities like educational insti-
tutions, coastal embankments,
frrigation p ts, rural water
supplies and sanitation ar-
rangements have also suffered
a severe blow, About 50 per
cent of the educational institu-
tion buildings . were razed to
the ground, the sources said.
See Page 12 Col. 7

2,000 expelled on first
day of SSC exams

By Staff Correspondent

More than 2000 examinees
were expelled and eight invigl-

lators were suspended from

Dhaka and Rajshahi Boards on
the HArst day of Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) exam-
inations Thursday. Of the ex-
pelled students, 345 are from
Dhaka Board and 1677 are
from Rajshahi.

Of the invigilators l:xpclled
three each were from Naogaon
and Dinajpur and one each
from Bogra and Gaibandha.

The breakdown of the ex-
pelled in Dhaka board is :
Narayanganj 11, Gazipur 28,
Rajbari 60, Faridpur 3,
Mymensingh 196, Dhaka city
one and Dhamral five. The
number of expelled from other
areas could not be known till
writing this report.

The number of expulsions

| of students from 14 out of 16

districts of Rajshahi is :
Dinajpur 434, Rangpur 172,
Natore 19, Chapainawabganj
123, Siragonj 101, Ishurdi 4,
Gaibandha 183, Jaipurhat 25

Naogaon 19, Bogra 324,
Kurigram 140, Rajshahi 65,
Nilphamari 74. akurgaon

96, Lalmonirhat 3, Panchagar
B5.

In Gaibanda, 23 persons
were arrested for breaking
Section 144 and to en-
ter into centres. Police said
they were involved in supply-
ing copies. Two invigilators
were also expelled from
Buchagan] centre in Dinajpur.
Another nine persons were ar-
rested for supplying copies in
Palashbari.

The Bengali first and sec-
ond paper were on yesterday's
exam schedule.

The SSC examination began
in 269 centres under Dhaka
and Rajshahi boards.
Examinations under Comilla
and Jessore boards were sus-
pended following Monday's

cyclone.

A total of 2,62,669 candi-
dates are ap in the ex-
aminations 269 centres

of Dhaka and Rajshahi hﬁuﬂl

Chittagong : Greens gone with the wind and water

Residents of port city
Chittagong went out on the
streets at 3 am on Thursday
moming and spent hours in
terrorised apprehension. Word
has got around that an
earthquake would hit the city
anytime that mormning. All the
roads were spilling with
crowds in their tens of thou-
sands by 5 am.

That's part of the stupor
the city is living in and will
take time to come out of the
shock of late Monday night's
elemental fury, rather than re-
leved and dissipated with pas-
sage of time — is held and
hangs over the whole place. No
lights and no water — a ghost

city if there was one. But such
inconvenience even if last
interminably, have a way o
losing its cutting edges soon
enough. It was perhaps good
that such lems are there
making people move and exert
in search of water and in ef-
forts to fix up something to
bundle. Such sweating preoc-
cupations help wear off the
sense of shirk. What's holding
it and making life in the city
an unending dazed trance —
where eve is believable
and nothing matters?
The green canopy that
formed Chittagong's rmed
skyline is completely gone.
The million trees that made it

Waheedu] Haque

an urban piece — are
not all gone. The survivors
stand as if on stilts — de-
nuded, de-limbed, their tops
with semblance of leaves here
and there burnt into deep
brown. Chittagong is now a city
without a shade or even
shadow—kind of a spirit that
doesn't have one.

Lights started coming back
on Wednesday t. Naturally
it came first to important

ones’ living quarters and to the
Circuit House. That lent an ex-
tra eeriness to the Chittagong

But this is all about the

shock generated by clements
windwhipping man and his

S0

surrounds. There is another
part to this city's picture of
unreality — a part going
through countessly crueller
bashings. -

The sea got into the town
to depths never before
reached by it in any known
disaster of this nature, and
may have killed and washed
away anything 20,000 to
50.000 of people residing
within the municipal limits.

From Patharghata to
Patenga — it could have been
miles of shorelines littered
with thousands of bodies.
Instead it {s a scene of untiring
frenzy — of people roaming in
banks looking for food and

other help. people looking for
pet} le. The more heartbreak-
ing and the more widespread
scarch is for one's children.
The jaladasa or the fisher-
men's community has been the
heardest hit. They live on both
sides of the Karmmaphuli — size-
ably on the town side but
mostly in the Anwara port. It
has been fighting an ever los-
ing battle with a river
becoming more unliveable for
fishes. It seems that the ele-
ments this time have dealt
them the coup de grace.

The s reality has 1o
be hmch:d-hm even a pinch
of it. And that s not posaible.
As is not possible to gauge this

anguish of the sowdagars or big
merchant houses that their
merchandise of unknown hun-

dreds of crores — all gone I‘?
or turned into literal mu

Hl‘ntunm.njnndﬂlukmhlﬁ I

material terms what Patenga |s
in human terms.
lost. As is lost the customs
sheds housing again the coun-
trv's costher imports. As is lost
the total stock of preduction
by the EPZ companies and
of their plants. Avoidable
ss that oceurred in the air-
E:l area could go up to mil-
s of dollars — to refrain
from upon imforma-
uon of military volume
See Page 12 Col. 2
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Mourning Day

tomorrow

National Mourning Day will
be observed tomorrow (Satur-
day) ut the country In
memory of the victims of the
cyclone. This was decided at
the second meeting of the
high-powered National Relief
Coordination Commitiee on
Thursday night, reports BSS,

The meeting., held with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia in the chair, also decided
that national flags would fly an
half mast atop all public and
private buildings as a mark of

t to the victims.
it was decided that special

See Page 12 Col. 4

Envoys term
situation

‘ .9
tragic
The heads of foreign mis-
sions in Dhaka flew over the
country's coastal regions to
have a bird's eye view of the
trials of ravages left by
Tuesday’'s devastating hurri-

The en " fve-hour
in a Air Force helt-
copter was by the
Ministry of F Affairs to

See Page 12 Col. 8
Austerity
announced

The government
mu-mm
that all kinds of official feasts
ilumination will be

until further orders.



