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PARADOX PREMIER : Sugandha or the (old) Ganabhaban is abuzz again with having

another Prime Minister but the premier's office-turned-state-guest-house-turned-premiers
office building perhaps, now, does double function of hosting state guests and housing the

Prime Ministers office. So, at least, say the inscriptions on the main gate.

— Star photo

'Old Ganobhaban' again

The state guest house,
Sugandha which s popularly
known as 'Old Ganobhaban' has
been turned into Prime Mini-
ster's office. Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia has already
started attending office here in
x afternoon for the last few

ays She normally attends her
office at the
Sccretariat, .

This bullding has a signifi-
cant past. [t was sel up in
1910 by the British rulers dur-

Bangladesh -

made PM's offic

Star Report

ing the period of partition of
Bengal. Founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah stayed here during his
visit to erstwhile East Pakistan
as the Governor General of the
country in 1948. ,

The butlding was turned
into President's house later
and it remained so during the
erstwhile Pakistan.

After liberation it became
office of the Prime Minister
and was known as Ganobhaban.

Diarrhoea |
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Jarmalpur

i'he control room in the city
gave the death figu
Wednesday against Tuesday's
511, but according to unofficial
sources, the figure had already
crossed 600,

The number of diarrhoea pa-
tients, given by the control
room, was 35.290 but reports
received from the alfected ar-
eas said the figure had already
exceeded 40,000.

According to official sources,
1669 medical teams including

Lack of rains and scarcity of
pure drinking water are the
main causes of the discase, the
source said. Most of the af-
fegeted areas had Httle rains
during the last two months.

Water talks
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son: But the Indian side re-
mained non-committal on the
issue as before.

As regards sharing of the
Teesta flows, it was agreed at
the meeting that Bangladesh
would formulate a draft opera-
tional plan for consideration in
the next mecting.

' The committee, which will

again in New Delhi in
| this year, has decided to
intensify efforts to accomplish
its assignment.

MA Maltk, _Sicretnry.

Ministry of lrrigation, Water
and Flood

side at
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the path of confrontation re-
mains to be seen.
I T was too carly for the
Eid-ul-Azha. A Whip
Mahbubul Alam Tara from Feni
was allowed on Wednesday to
read the call attention notice
which was of ‘great public
importance.' The issue was
blackmarketing of Railway
tickets during the Eid-ul-Fitr.
The parliament secretariatl
included it in the agenda on
Wednesday, eight days after
the Eid was celebration.
Perhaps not too late! The
mover of the notice was no
less embarrassed. Mr Alam
tried to avoid reading it as it
had lost the relevance. But un-
daunted Railway Minister took
the floor to reply and said
blackmarketing was intro-
duced by autocrat Ershad and
his ministers.
S HAMSUL Huq of Awami
League, member from

Thousands stranded
at Aricha

ARICHA (Manikganj), Apr
24: About 1,100 loaded trucks
and buses with several thou-
sand passengers have been
stranded in Aricha-Daulatdia
and Aricha-Nagarbari routes
since Tueid-gontght for ferry
shortage. re Ports UNB.

Bush welcomes
Schwarzkopf

WASHINGTON, Apr 24: Pre-
sident George Bush gave Ge-
neral Norman Schwarzkopl a

welcome back to the
United States on Tuesday -

ing his leadership during
- boosl to US

by him at Offset Printing Dialogue

Queen Elizabeth Il stayed
here twice during her visit in
1961 and 1983.

After the changeover of gov-
ernment in 1975 the house
was made the official resi-
dence of the vice-president.
During the rule of deposed
president HM Ershad the
house was brought under the
management of the Foreign
Ministry and made a state
guest house and was named

Sugandha.

Myme-nsingh acted as an en-
tertainer in the House on
Wednesday too. His loud voice
aroused interest among the
members who encouraged him
by banging tables to speak
without microphone

Amazingly Huq too did not ask
for the mike even. Deputy
Speaker Sheikh Razzak All en-
joyed the shouting and asked
Hugq to speak from Mym-
ensingh next time. "I shall
hear you if you speak from your
constituency.” The AL member
took the scat with great satis-
faction.

Lawyers
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and vocal. The election results
are indicative of the elec-

torate’s rejection of Awami |

League's standpoint.

They recalled that the con-
cept of the presidential system
was brought into the
Constitution by Awami League
led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and nurtured by BNP and its
leader President Ziaur Rah-
man. It has the wisdom of the
two great leaders. The need is
not the ‘organic change’, but
further democratisation of the
present system, they feel. It s
not the system but public
awareness that works as
deterrent to autocracy. They
pointed out that the parlia-
mentary form would bring
instable governments which
*we cannot afford.”

They further contended
that Awami League's proposed
amendments including
clause (1A) of Article 142
would require referendum,
and the tssue might be brought
to the Supreme Court to test
the ‘doetrine’ of basic struc-
tures. The Supreme Court in
the 8th Amendment Case had
laid down that parllament has
no amending power to change
‘the basic structures' of the
Constitution.

the Gallery |
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statement ton.
Before the HM-II:“ was
produced Judge Mohammad
Habtbullah snubbed Police
Officer Shamsher Alam for vis-
iting the Gulshan Sub-jail
The Attorney General
Aminul Haque also lashed out
at the Police Officer the

be haviour

Tribunal on Mond
Shamsher met Ershad 180
minutes spreading over six
days, mostly at night and with-
out any uniform. However he
said that he went there to per-
form his duty.

He was also declared as
gained over by the defence.

CID Investigation Officer

Mostafa was the last
Prosecution witness in the

case

He said that as a president
Ershad was not exempted by
the Arms Acts from

the arms which were fou
from his residence without any
licence.

He said that the Sena
Bhaban was not declared as the
annexe of the Toshakhana of
Banga Bhaban by the govern-
ment.

He said that he had corre-
spondence with different rele-
vant departments of the gov-
ernment to ascertain whether
the recovered arms were gift
items.

But he said that he did not
get any evidence to that eflect.

Golam Mostala said that he
asked the Chief of Protocol and
enquired about the f{tems,
whether those were gifts, but
the Chiefl of Protocol could not
say anything about the arms.

He said that the Assistant
Military Secretary was also
asked about the items and that
he had correspondence with
the Foreign Ministry to ascer-
tain the source of the arms.

He said that he framed the
chargesheet under Section 26
of the Special Powers Act.

The Investigating Officer
cross-examined by the
Defence. Defence Lawyer
Yousuf Haider Humayun also
cross-examined the witness.

Sirajul Haque started the
question:

Defence Layer : Are you an
arms expert ?

Golam Mostafa (GM) : No.

Judge : As he is not an arms
expert he will conclude
quickly but it would take more
time {f he would take more
time.

(After recess) DL : You are
saying that .455 is the highest
and .220 is the lowest bore.

GM : No.

DL : In between .455 and
.220 all items are intermediary
items?

GM : Yes.

DL : As President he could
also keep higher powered
bores.

GM : Yes he could keep but
not without license.

DL : Are you saying that
those are prohibited?

GM : | am saying that he is
not exempted by the notifica-
tion of the Arms Act

DL : What kind of pistol can
a commonman posscss?

GM: With license any pistol
can be possessed by the com-
monman except those which
are prohibited by law.

DL : The names of the per-
sons who can keep unlicensed
arms are also mentioned in the
exemption list as (all except
the following). (he showed the
list)

GM : Yes, all except the fol-
lowing persons.

DL : which are exempted?

GM : .455 or any intermedi-
ary pistols.

DL : .455 is a fraction and it
can't be a base for determining
intermediary bore?

GM : All the bores between
the highest and the lowest are
intermediary.

Attorney General (to

Defence Lawyer jokingly) : It
was done when your govern-
ment was in power. Sheikh
Shaheb did it hurriedly in
1973 to recover unauthorised
arms.
DL : (giving a suggestion)
The definition of intermediary
bore is absurd, meaningless
and has no relevance to the
exemption.

GM : It is not a fact.

DL : Column two of the
notification deals with the
arms which are exempted
from license. My client has
been exempted by the law.

GM : It is not a faet.

DL : He can keep .455 and
above.

GM : It is not fact

DL : What kind of a pistol
can the President keep with-
out licence?

GM : It is mentioned in the
notification.

DL : He can keep all the pis-
tols from 9 mm to .22 bore.

GM : It is not a fact.

DL : No other pistol in the
world is manufactured except
those of .455 to .220 calibre
bores.

GM : It is not a fact.

DL : When you went to meet
Ershad, he said that some of
the arms were gifts?

GM : | have already said it.

DL : Was it mentioned in
the chargesheet?

GM : [t was proved that
those were not gift items.

DL : What investigation did

that

Che Daily Btar
Amnesty for Ershad sough

cross-examination for his un-_
It was l'lpoflld' in ’(hl.

M : i those were gift
items why were not de
posited in the Toshakhana.

DL : Are you interpreting
law to prove that those were
not gifte?
GM : | also contacted the

hpml not tied up.
DL : Is it unusual to keep
documents during detention?

Her said he seized every-
thing from the Inventory
Commiittee.

DL : You did not obtain any
written instruction from the

fe.

GM : | seized the items as
Investigating Officer.

DL : You have handed over a
document to the Court. Did you
mention there that the Sena
rvln was not the annex of

GM : There is no mention.

DL : You described the

room as a drawing room.

GM : The Glassroom used to
be used as the drawing room.

DL : Were some arms recov-
ered from the showroom of
the living room of the Sena
Bhavan?

GM : | can't remember that.

DL : Were any arms recov-
ered from the Sena Bhavan on
December 22, 19907

GM : | can't remember.

DL : The recovery of the
arms can be exempted under
Leaw .

GM : This is not true.

DL : Did you examine those
persons who went abroad with
the President?

GM : | asked about the arms
to an SP, Chief or Protocol of
the Bangabhavan and the for-
cign ministry.

DL : Did you ask Brigadier
llyas?

GM : No.

DL : You did not mention
the place of occurrence in your
chargesheet?

GM : There is no column for
place of occurrence.

DL : We have got an
omelette without an egg.

Police Officer Shamsher
Alam produced as court wit-
ness was cross examined by
both the Defence Lawyer
Strajul Haque and the Attor-
ney General Aminul ue.
The Defence Lawyer first
questioned the witness.

Defence Lawyer (DL) : Did
you mention the date of the
incident in the FIR? Say it
after seeing the documents.

Shamsher Alam (SA)): Th-
ere is a date mentioned in the
FIR, the 24 the of December
1990,

DL : When were the unli-
censed arms recovered?

SA On December 24,
1990.

DL : You mentioned the date
December 22.

SA : There is no mention in
the FIR that the arms were re-
covered on December 22.

DL : Did you prepare the
FIR?

SA : | prepared the FIR in
my own hand writing.

DL : Were nb arms recov-
ered on December 22 ?

SA : It is not mentioned in
the FIR.

DL: Did you prepare the FIR
all by yourself ?

SA: Yes.

DL: What happened on
December 24 ? Were you pre-
sent there ?

SA : Mustafizur Rahman
presented a box. | was present
there.

Four arms were recovered
from the box.

DL : Did you send some of
the recovered arms to the
thana or did you keep all the
arms with you ?

S A : | can't remember.
Probably all the arms had been
kept with us.

‘Judge : What is the meaning
of 'with us'?

SA : With us means with
the Inventory Committee,

DL : You sent the licences
arms to the thana and kept all
unlicensed arms with you?

SA : | can't remember.

DL : Where are the arms?

SA : | can't say.

DL.: Are you the superior
officer of the OC ol the
Cantonment thana ?

SA : The OC of the Can-
tonment thana is my sub-
ordinate staff.

DL : You went to the Gul-
shan house where Ershad was
detained six to seven times ?

SA : | went there many
times.

DL : Why did you go there ?

SA : | was the overall in-
charge. The Gulshan house was
not declared a sub-jail till
then. | had to go there to do
my duty. | had a written order
to that effect.

DL : What was in the written

order ?
SA : | was the overall in-
charge of the house.

DL ;: Who gave that order ?
SA ' DMP Commissioner.
DL : So we can assume that

you would go there to do your

for

SA : We worked as a team
under the leadership of the

lodge the FIR.

SA : | had the intention.

DL : Did you lodge the FIR
on your own 7

SA : | can't lodge an FIR on
my own initiative.

DL : Did you recommend for
an FIR?

SA : | did not, and there
wWas no for a recommen-
dation.

DL : As a superior officer to
the OC of the Cantonment
thana you could accept the
case on your own?

SA : | had all the power to
accept the case.

DL : You mentioned the
number to bullets was 174 in a
place in your FIR. But here is
no mention of 375 bullets.

SA : The bullets were with
the arms brought by Mustafizur
Rahman.

DL : Did the Committee
members take any initiative to
find out from where the bullets
came? |

SA : Our duty was to make a
list of the recovered goods.

DL: You did not try to find
out the source of bullets, or
from where the President got
the bullets. What is the use to
finding out the source ?

You were ready to file the
You are a dutiful officer. But
you do what [ say ?

SA : No.
DL : Would you do what |
say?

SA : No, | am a government
officer. | believe in performing

do

my duty.

Judge : He has been de-
clared hostiler by the
Prosecution.

DL : Not hostile. Gained
OveET.

DL : Did we gain you over ?

SA : No. The question does
not arise. .

DL : Is it true that we have
gained you over as is claimed
by the prosecution.

SA : There i{s not even a
fraction of truth that I have
been gained over.

Judge : So he is not gained
over. =

DL :
ness.
Then the Attorney General
started cross-examination of
the witness.

Attorney General Aminul
Haque (AG) : When was Ershad
detained ?

Shamsher Alam (SA) : On
December 12, 1990.

AG : Do you know that the
SB maintains a diary of the
persons who meet Ershad ?

SA : Yes. | know.

AG : Do you know that dur-
ing the time of conversations
the SB personnel remain pre-
sent there ?

SA : Yes. | know.

AG : You talked to Ershad ?

- SA : | did not go there to
see Ershad.

AG : Why did you go lo
Ershad ?

SA : You talked to Ershad
for 45 minutes on the 17th of
December ?

SA: | don't know that |
talked to him for 45 minutes.

AG . You were there from
7.50 to 8.35 pm on that day.

SA : | went there for per-
forming my duty. I can’t re-
member. He took me to his
bathroom to show me a defect
in the sanitation system.

Judge : How long did you
stay with Ershad ?

SA : | can't remember.

Judge : You are denying that
you went to Ershad to meet
him personally 7

SA : | deny | went to meet
him for personal reasons.

Attorney General then de-
scribed the times Shamsher
Alam met Ershad.

SA : The ex-President said
that there was trouble in the
bathroom, | went to see what
the problem was with him.

AG : Did you maintain -r:l:
diary on your meeting wi
Ershad? Did you make any re-
ports to anyone about your
meeting with Ershad?

SA : Listen.

The Attorney General then
became angry and lashed out at
Shamsher Alam waming him

He is a truthful wit-

— | S — . S

| Sovictambassador.
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The Midnight File

majority voted not to discuss whether he should his
post as party chief, a news agency sald. Crities also in a
bid to make Gorbachev account for his of the
party at the closed meeting of the 410- member Central

Committee, the independent Interfax agency reported. with-

out attribution, reports AP,
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L House that after the change of

government on December 6
last year, prisoners in various
jatls of the country challenged
the legality of their detention
orders and conviction and
made illegal attempts to re-
alise different demands.

Begum Zia said that several
rounds of talks were held be-
tween the government and the
prisoners on the demands
placed by the prisoners.

Some attempts were made
to bring the situation under
control. But, she said that the

. prisoners became more unruly

and assaulted the prison
guards and officials. Some of
the gugrds and officlals were
taken hostage.

The Prime Minister said
that as a result of their att!-
tude, complications cropped
up in the jail administration.

The prisoners took over the
internal administration of
some jails and ran the admin-
isiration according to their
whims. )

Ctg Press Club
reception to

Soviet ambassador
From Our Staff

Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Agr 24: Chi-

ttagong Press Club on Wed-

accorded a reception o

the outgoing Soviet ambass-
ador Vitali Smirnov.

The ambassador in his
speech hoped that the friendly
relations between the two
countries would further
during the tenure of the new

| Special Powers Act

She sadd that the sftuation in

Medical varsity
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“our movement will not

Teachers’ Association .
Federation, the conference

B2t rs "as ™ Cddresecd
;ﬂﬂl nﬂ;rzdb:. Health and
am E e Minister

Cha Kamal Ibne Yusuf,
Dr M A Majed, President
Bangladesh Medical

Akhtar, mother of late Pr.
Shamsul Alam Milon.

Paying glowing tributes to
the supreme sacrifices made

to say anything he wanted ad-
dressing the Judge. The AG
said : Give me an answer
what | am asking. Why do you
argue . . . forget that you arc a
Deputy Police Commissioner.
Say, did you make any report?

SA : | did not make any re-
port. There was no necessity of
making a report.

AG : Give a direct answer.

AG : Why did you go there in
civil dress ?

SA : When on duty other
than during office timings we
use civil dress. [ went there in
civil dress out of office timings
but during office timings |
wore unfform.

Judge : You said that you
went there to do your duty.
Why did you go there without
unli’nrm? %olm you be on official
duty without uniform ?

SA : It is in practice.

udge : In order to meet
Ers you went there as an
ordinary citizen ?

SA : No. | went there to
perform my official duty.

Judge : You don't know that
one cannot be on official duty
without uniform.

SA : It is In practice.

Judge : 1 will not accept
that it is in practice. How long
have you been working in the
police department 7

SA : 1B years.

Judge : Don't you know that
an officer has to be in his offi-
cial uniform during his duty?

SA : We wear uniform dur-
ing office time. But during off-
time and on some special oc-
casions we wear civil dress.

Judge : You picked your re-
laxation period to do your duty
in the Gulshan house ?

SA : Not at all times.

Judge : You went there
many times. But the SB re-
ported that you went there six
times. Are you saying that dur-
ing your relaxation period you
went there.

SA : | also went there dur-
ing office time.

Judge : (angrily) | must be
harsh with you. Listen. You are
being maintained with all facil-
ities including food and cloth-
ing o do your duty with uni-
form and in a disciplined way.
You are also being
proper training for that. You as
an officer should go anywhere
in full untform when on duty.

AG : You went there for re-

laxation (Aram/Ayesh).
SA : | did not go there for

resentment over the de in
identifying the killers Dr
Milon.

r:la:lthll-

Judge : Did you get any re-

rt that the security of the
mun: may be at stake ?

SA : We received informa-
tion from different sources
that there be a procession
moving the house.

Judge : Was the force de-
ployed there under the Home
Ministry or you 7

Sﬁu?l deployed the foree at
the instruction of the DMP
Commissioner.

Judﬁ : Did you sense any-
thing h may cause a secu-
rity problem ?

SA : No

Judge : Who was to assist in
your work ?

SA : DPC (Riot) North.

Judge : Did you file the FIR
on the basis of the report of
the Inventory Committee?

SA : Yes.

Judge : You did not mention
the time of occurrence in the
FIR inspite of knowing fully
about it 7

SA : That is not a fact ?

AG : You did not sign the in-
ventory list 7

SA : | was not in Dhaka
when the list was submitted. |
was sick. | was transferred on
December 26. | was admitted
to hospital. The doctor advised
me to go abroad for treatment.

Attorney Oeneral : The
Inspector General of Police in
a report has said that the un-
becoming behaviour of
Shamsher Alam may encourage
other police officers to become
indisciplined.

SA : | don't know,

AG : Due to his association
with the ex-President he was
gained over by the defence and
tried to conceal the truth

about the case.
SA : This is not a fact. God

will judge.

Shamsher Alam then made
a plea to the Court. He said
that he was not gained over by
the Defence but that the
Attorney General un
harassed him. He wanted an
exemption from the Court
from that allegation.

After the cross-examination
of Shamsher Alam the Court
Prosecution produced
Investigating Officer of the
case senior CID Police Officer
MG Golam Mostala. The tri-
bunal was adjourned after the
cross-examination of Golam
Mostafa ull 10 am Saturday

nexl.



