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Bangladeshi ship
catches fire
in Karachi

KARACHI, Apr 24 : A
Bangladesh cargo ship caught
fire after an explosion In its
engine room while waiting to
be berthed at Karachi late

Tuesday. port sources said, re-

ports AFP.
Three crew members of the

Samudra Samrat were injured

in the fire, they said.

Fire boats rushed from the
port to the outer anchorage to
save the ship, which suffered
extensive damage, the sources

said.
Nine killed 1n
Indian riots
NEW DELHI, Apr 24 : A mi-
nor traffic accident in the
western Indian city of Baroda
set off riots in which nine
people were killed, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported
, reports Reuter.
It said police imposed an
indefinite curfew on the cen-

tral of the city in Gujarat
utltepm:fur the accident on

25 communists
killed in Manila
fierce fighting

MANILA, Apr 24 : Twenty-
rillas and a

the northermn and southern
Philippines, the official
Philippine News Agency re-
ported here
AFP.

" clans — at

today, reports |

CALCUTTA. Apr 24: At a
time when the world is ques-
tioning the relevance of com-
munism, the Left forces in the
country, particularly in West
Btngn? is dreaming of playing
a greater role in Indian poli-
ticse reports UNi.

Mr Jyoti Basu, who was ar-
rested in 1962 on suspicion of
being a Chinese spy, is now
thought of as a prospective
prime minister. Even till the
other day, a "commy” was al-
most an untouchable. But now,
Mr Basu seemed to have man-
aged
image to this breed of politi-
least more consis-
tent than persons like Mr Devi
Lal. C ra Shekhar and even
Rajtv Gandhi.

Till recently, the CPI (M)
was nothing more than a re-
gional , confined to fringe
states ltke Kerala, West Bengal
and Tripura. The last one was
recently grabbed by the
Congress () and even now the
CPI{M) is doubtful whether it
would be able to recover the
two parliamentary seats in the
coming elections.

In the 1989 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the performance of the
Left in Kerala was miserable,
though after the success of the
recent local elections, it has

its in doing fairly
m K:m time. West
Bengal is still its stronghold
and it is almost sure to retain
it as such.

But what is new and inter-
esting this time, is the Left
forces' attempt to reach out to
other states with the help of

BLIERRY

University to reopen in Burma:

Burmese military authorities are to reopen a university in

Mandalay next month more than three
's universities were closed in a crackdown on student

country

years after the

led protests, Radio Rangoon said Tuesday, reports AFP from

Eh%:‘:‘fﬂdnlﬂdbuﬂml

report monitored here that the

Arts and Science University (MASU] would reopen
on May 14 in Burma's sccond largest city.
MASU would be the first university to reopen since all of

the country

‘s educational institutions were shut down in 1988

prior to the bloody military coup that brought the present

regime to power.

Students enrolling at the university must sign an
agreement not to participate in any student unrest, the radio

said.
Elizabeth welcomes Walesa : gueen

Elizabeth rolled out a red carpet welcome for Polish
President Lech Walesa and promised him Britain's support in
his task of building a prosperous democracy out of the ashes
of communism. reports Reuter from London.

The former shipyard electrician who led Poland's

overthrow of communist rule was

greeted with British pomp

and pageantry when he arrived on Tuesday for the first state

visit to Britain

by a Polish leader since World War Two.

Walesa is secking to use his high-profile trip to gain
foreign help for Poland's economy. which is struggling under
the burden to debts to the West, and to involve Britain more
closely in the transformation of eastern Europe.

UN to aid Cambodian

The United Nations will soon set up a coordinating
-ald to displaced people in Cambodia, a UN aid

R..

said

. reports AFP from Phnom Penh.

Meanwhile

the UN Secre
Representative for assistance to

Oeneral's Special
is due to formally

ask donor countries for several million Dollars late this week,

the UN source added.
S AM Kibria's
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donor nations at which a report with a full

to project an acceptable .

the National F::;t alliance.
They are su to put up
candidates anonll the states.
The CP1, CPI(M) and other Left
parties have ambitions of win-
ning 100 seats throughout the
country, the bulk of course,
from West Bengal and Kerala.

Together with 200 seats to
be secured by the National
Front, the HF—lzf‘tdamannt:bilu
lﬂppnued to provide a s e

ment atpt.hl: Centre.
In the 1989 elections, be-

had won about 10 seats from
states where they had no pre-
vious base. This time, CPI(M)
alone has fielded 71 candi-
dates — 30 in West Bengal, 10
in Kerala, five tn Tamil Nadu,
three each in Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar and Maharashtra, two
each in Rajasthan, Assam and
Tripura and one each in
Orissa, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
even the Andamans.

CPI. which has some base in

fair much better this time.
This acceptance of the Left
forces, however, did not come
so easily. Some however still
tend to think that Mr Rajiv
Gandhf's parleys with Mr Jyoti
Basu brought the Left to the
centrestage. A CPI(M) leader
said that it took at least 30
years to wean away the people
of West Bengal from
Congress(I) "exploitation.”

In the national scene, too,
the Left leaders say. the people

cause of the alllance, CPI(M)

..

UP and Bihar, is expected to

CALCUTTA : Live-size graffiti on the walls around thah of

had mtnhcd them reacting to

the WBPCC(I) president

Siddhartha Shankar Ray reminiscent of his brief tenure as Punjab governor, showing him

with a bucketful of blood and a slogan in Bengali sayi

hﬂ_ come). Another one shows a dress in a w enbinir,
rajposhak” (the kingly attire of '72),
it. He, however, refuses to do so,

would get furious seeing me in it).

protesting: "Na, na eta dekle

"Siddhartha aschey" (Siddhartha
_ ardrobe with a Bengali inscription "bahattorrer
with some party leaders urging the new PCC(I) to wear
loke rege jabe" (no, no, people

Punjab, Assam, Jammu and
Kashmir and LTTE problems.
The consistency and sanity
shown in touchy problems like
mandir-masjid issue; the warn-
ing that they have always given
against opening up of the
economy fto a s where it
did more harm to the country;
constan to show the
hnbnhngcyl ugiﬂnmng cial control
that threatened the federal
structure of the country and
made the states hostile to the
Centre — all these issues ap-
pealed to the thinking voters
of the country.

Congress(l) MPs from dif-
ferent states often took Left
MPs into confidence and gave
them facts of the Centre's dis-
crimination towards their
states-things which they could
not speak at the floor for obvi-
ous reasons. Since 1987, the
Left parties have been organis-
ing several national move-

a lot to remove the usual
trust associated with the
Leftists.

During the last one-and-a-
half years in Parliament, the
Left MPs too had played a key
role in bringing forward the
problems of the country while
the and the Janata
Dal tried in vain to set their
house in order. Rajiv Gandhi
tried to woo Jyoti Basu — so
did V.P. Singh, Chandra
Shekhar and Devi Lal — not al-
ways for the numerical
= of the Left parties,
wm small, but to find a
sense of direction in the
chaotic politics of the country.
Never before has the prestige
of the Left politics been so

in the national scene —

not even in the days of the
undivided Communist Party.

are now in the central

s ; udly proc that
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was possible without Left sup-

port.

Rajiv files

nomination
from Amethi

SULTANPUR (UP), Apr 24:
The Congress-I President,
Rajtv Gandhi, filed his nomi-
nation for the May 20 polis
from Amethi Lok Sabha con-
stituency, Wednesday, reports
PTI.
Gandhi filed four nomina-
tion pa before the return-
ing officer and district
M . Ajay Kumar Jain.at
thew '

Gandhi has been t-
ing Amethi Lok Sabha seat
since 1980. He was elected in
1989 after securing over 2.71
lakh votes.

The fight for the prestigious
Amethi seat is expected to be a
multi-cornered one. So far ten
people Iincluding BJP's
Ravindra Pratap Singh, have
filed their nominations to this
seal

over U§

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 24:
Iraq asked the United Nations
on Tuesday to take over camps
set up by the United States
and Allied troops in the
Kurdish North which it main-
tains violate its sovereignty.
reports Reuter.

In an apparent effort to pit
the Allied forces against the
United Nations Foreign
Minister Ahmed Hussein asked
Secretary General Javier
Perez de Cuellar to assume re-
sponsibility for the centres
immediately.

Diplomats however, said the
letter from Hussein also might
provide the legal justification
needed by the United Nations
to carry its relief efforts to the
Allied ones.

While the United Nations
last week came to an agree-
ment with Baghdad to set up
refugee camps and transit sta-
tions all over Iraq, the memo-
randum did not mention the
Allied action and took care to
respect Iraq's sovereignty over
its territory.

The United Nations said on

it would send an en-
voy Bernt Berrander of Sweden
o Northern Irag ,

Hussein in his letter harshly
condemned the Allled camps
as a flagrant violation of Iraq's
Mcrﬂﬁ;:: and territorial in-
tegrity, in the
et withont s Samsont

A report from Washington
x: The death rate of Kurdish

gees along the Turkish-
border a to have
cabtiiond of rough

ised al rou 510
deaths a day, the House
said on .

Spokesman Marlin

Fitzwater sald that as the US-
led effort to build camps In

northern Iraq for the
refugees pace about
2.600 K a day were being
relocated from remote moun
tains o lowland :
He told reporters that
based on accounts by
doctors and relief . the

death rate ap to have sta-
bilised at six per 10,000. This
works out to 510 deaths per
day in a population of 580,000.

But Fitzwater said he could
not vouch for the accuracy of
the numbers because the
refugees were almost con-
stantly on the move. Last week,
officials reported the death
rate at about 1,000 a day.

Fiztwater said the United
States and its Allles were urg-
ing other countries to con-
tribute military units to what

500 Kurds now dying a day

Baghdad asks UN to take
camps in Iraq

has been dubbed Operation
Provide Comlort, an eflort to

establish sale havens In
norther Iraq for hundreds of
thousands ol Kurdish.

The Kurds fled their homes

fearing further retribution
from Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein after his Army

crushed their rebellion. The
United States is using about
10,000 troops in the opera-
tion. Britain and France have
also contributed troops.

AP adds from Bakhtaran of
lran: For the first time since

Gorbachev faces

'a real fight'

MOSCOW, Apr 24: Mikhail
S. Gorbachev going. into the
Communist Party's gulding
Central Committee, faced what
his spokesman called the con-

servatives' ‘revenge for
Perestrotka”, reports AP.
At the meeting Wednesday

of the 410-member Central
Committee, Gorbachev was ex-
pected to face scathing criti-
cism for his handling of the
country's economic and social

Gorbachev,who is party
icader as well as national pres-
ident, on Tuesday had to deal
with a huge strike in Minsk,
the this month in the
capital of the onece-placid

Soviet legislature approved

Gorbachev's plan for drastic
economic resuscitation mea-
sures. But many of those mea-
sures, such as tisation and
reduction of government
spending, are sure to cause a
further decline in living stan-
dards for many Soviets.

Calls for Gorbachev's resig-
nation as president are
both from reformers who be-
lieve he has abandoned them
and hard-line Communists who
think he has gone too far dur-

;
®
}
s

to be his severest critics dur-
ing the closed meeting

“There is a mounting chal-
lenge to President Gorbachev

what we call conservative
forces in the apparatus,”
said presiden spokesman

he sad.
Gorbachev's reforms have
included ecliminating the

Communist Party's constitu-
tional monopoly on power and
reducing the party's influence
Dy Duna a stronger .
dency and ture pres

World War [, German ground
troops have been deployed on
other than NATO soil—in the
process becoming the first
Western soldiers allowed into
Iran since 1979.

Their mission is to ferry
supplies to Iraqi Kurdish
re s in remote show-cov-
ered mountains. And it is not a
moment too soon.say foreign
doctors battling epidemics and
malnutrition among the

mﬁﬁs.
: need at the moment is

Hmitless.” said Sean Finn, the
U.N Development Program co-
ordinator for Iran. "We're wait-
ing for the big international ef-
fort 0 crank up. It's just barely
approaching first gear.”

Finn, speaking from his
Tehran ul&. said refugees
are backed up 30 miles (50
kilometers) into lraq at some
crossing points along the
rugged Iran-iraq frontter.
Some officials estimate
500,000 Kurds may seek to
cross the border to join the
nearly | milllon who have al-
ready fled to Iran to escape
iraq's brutal suppression of a
Kurdish rebellion.

. Dnctu& ™ and reliel workers
rom Belglum, France,
and Britain flew 'I''ﬁ.|en-r:l-‘)rmm:l'hl1'1:-;I
Bakhtaran, the region hardest
hit by the refugee influx.
Germans. the first
Western soldiers permitted in
iran since the 1979 Islamic
revolution, arrived in
Bakhtaran on Sunday. By

Monday.nine car planes
landed

= l‘:ﬂn‘-ﬂ fers and

Tuesday, I;l' soldiers
were in a camp on the of
Bakhtaran airport. htﬁﬂ
200 soldiers are ¢ ted,
said a source who

shipments for
re may start later this

‘
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US opposes trial
of Saddam

WASHINGTON, Apr 23: The
United States opposes the idea
of a war crimes trial for
Saddam Hussein because to try
him in absentia might prolong
his grip on power, a senior
State nt official said
Tuesday, reports AP.

Assistant Secretary for
International Organization
Affairs John R. Bolton said "we
have no present plans to find
Saddam Hussein and bring him
to edju:t:lu:.' although he con-
ceded there was no debate
over the Iragi president’s cul-
pability.

Under questioning by
Congressman Lee Hamilton,
Bolton sald trying Saddam
without having him present
might prolong his tenure. And
the United States will not use

Bolton did not elaborate, but
there are fears that a convic-
tion under the Geneva conven-
tions of 1949 would obligate
participating countries -- vir-
tually every country in the
world -- to turn him over to
authorities.

That would make it impossi-
ble to offer Saddam a haven in
exchange for stepping down
from r. President Geo
Bush said last week he t
consider such an arrangement.

"The goal ought to be to have
Saddam Hussein find another
job sooner rather than later.”
Bolton said. He added that “we
certainly would welcome ef-
forts by the Iragis themselves

military

for a trial, he added.

force to seize Saddam to deliver Saddam up for in-

ternational custody.”

Off the Record

‘A pretty boring neighbour’

ELKHART.Indiana .......... Forget about John Fogarty. rock
legend. The groom at Saturday's wedding al the Elcona
Country Club was John Fogerty, regular guy. reports AP.

"If it weren't for my musical career, we'd be just like any
other couple,” the founder of Creedence Clearwater Revival
said after his marriage to Julie Lebiedzinski. "I actually think
I'd be a pretty boring neighbor.”

Fogerty met Lebiedzinski, a former
hairdresser, while on tour several years ago.

"] was at a ty at the hotel (in Indianapolis) after the
show with a couple of the band members when suddenly the
crowd . and there was the most beautiful girl I'd ever
secen in my life,” Fogerty said. "I always tell people that — it
was like this light came out of the sky.”

Lebiedzinski's 6-year-old daughter from a previous

e lives with the couple in Los Angeles. Fogerty's three
drown children from his first marriage attended the wedding

Creedence Clearwater Revival had several top hits in the
late 1960s and early ‘70s. including "Bad Moon Rising” and
"Green River." More recently, Fogerty has pursued a solo

| 800 Iranian women
to 74 lashes each

NICOSIA: Tehran police detained 800 women In two days
for flouting an Islamic Dress Code which requires women
appear in public covered from head to toe. the [ranian News
Agency IRNA said on Thursday, reports Reuter

It quoted Tehran Police Commander General Abbas Ogbaet
as saying that 50 shops were also closed for "neglecting
Islamic codes” in the campaign launched on Sunday

Iranian law sets a maximum of 74 lashes for "Bad -Hijabi™ —
imperfect observation of the dress code which says women
should show no more than their face and hands and their
clothes should completely cover their curves.

Actress feels guilty

RADNOR, Pennsylvania............Actress Ruth Warrick says she
felt guilty for years over telling a reporter that the movie
"Citizen Kane” was based on the life of newspaper baron
Willam Randolph Hearst.

In the April 27 tssue of TV Guide, Warrick, of ABC's "All My
Children,” describes how she inadvertently held up the
premiere of Orson Welles' 1941 movie — which was. indeed.
a thinly fictionalized account of Hearst's life. She played
Hearst's — make that Kane's — wife in the film.

"Citizen Kane.,” which premiered at New York's Palace
Theatre 50 years ago, is being re-released in theaters
nationwide by Turner Entertainment Co. In honor of the
movie's golden annfversary.

Warrick s the movie was to premiere on Feb. 14, 1941,
at Radio City Music Hall, but was postponed when Hearst
learned of the topic and threatened to never run another
advertisement for the hall if the film wasn't pulled

"And no one connected with the picture. including Orson,
knew it was me who accidentally spilled the beans.”™ Warrick
remembers.

She said she had casually mentioned the film's basis to a
reporter, who told his editor, who told gossip columnist
Louella Parsons, who told the worid.

Bowing to pressure from Hearst, Radio City agreed to not
show the movie, and the studio., RKO, was forced o convert
the Palace, an old vaudeville house, into a movie theater lor
the premiere.

"Believe me,” says Warrick, | sufiered guilt over that one
for years.”

South Bend

HYDERABAD, India: An undated publicity shot shows
aging Indian film star and former chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh N.T. Rama Rao in the newly released
film "Brahmarishi Viswamitra® which he hopes will help
him to win in next menth's election. Rama Rao is
chairman of the leading national election contender, the
National Front. Rama Rao, 63, wrote, scripted, edited,
directed and produced the three-hour film in which he
llﬂ'lﬂllll’lﬁjtll.lhﬂ'ttmw champion of the poor.

—AFP photo




