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NARSINGDI

Taka 65,000
snatched from
businessman

From Our Correspondent

April 23: A terror up

snatched Taka 65 llmu'rl:nd

from a businessman Nazrul

Islam and injured him in
Narsingdi town recently.

He was admitted to

{ Sadar Hospital. A

case was registered with po-

Pahela Baishakh
celebrated

traditional fervour and enthu-
Mela by

Baishakhi organised
the Srijoni, a socio-cultural or-
tion was the main at-
traction of the me
held at Hafiza Khatun

mﬂ'ﬂlﬂs High School

a I-rr gathering.

Three day-long ‘Nama
Kirtan' p was also
held by Hindu community of
the town at "Sri Sri Madan
Mohan Jewr Akhra”

Eid-ul-Fitr was celebrated
t Maulvi Bazar dis-
trict with due religious fervour
and solemnity.
prayers were of-
in Eid congregations

seeking divine blessing for
peace, and solidarity
of the M Ummabh.

The main Eid congregation
was held at Maulvi Bazar town

Eidgah near the shrine of
Ht Sayed Shah Mustafa

SYLHET

3 killed in
train accident
From Our Correspondent

Bhuilyan. science teacher.
Munshigan) AV.J M
Girl’s High School

Potato sells below
production cost

From A Correspondent
23: Potato {
HHAE::Itrll:t have E:n dz-

prived of fair price of their
produce.

The farmers have achieved
a bumper production of potato
this season. It is learnt from a
source that 10,000 hectares of
land have been brought under
potato cultivation in the dis-
trict. The target of production
has exceeded.

Farmers are coming to
hats, bazars and markets of the
district with sacks full of
potatoes. Due to abundant sup-
ply the prices have come
down. Potatoes are being sold
in the market below produc-
tion cost at Tk. 4. The prices
of onion, garlic and are
still high and sell at 20,
40 and 30 respectively.

There is no cold storage at
Me ror at Ch the
neighbouring district. The
hard laboured vegetables can
fetch attractive price if storage
facilities are u:ul:: available.

Agro-economy of the dis-
trict falls down to a minimum
for want of cold storage facility.

Boro harvesting
From Our Correspondent
April 23: The harvesting of
boro paddy is going on in full

swing thro t the district.
About 1,32,923 hectares of
land have been brought under
boro cultivation in 13 upazilas
of the district during the cur-
rent boro season. Over
3,30,501.81 metrictons of
paddy are expected to be pro-
duced in the district this year
but natural disasters like heavy
rain with hail-stroms since

March and pest menace in 13
upazilas of the district, have

damaged about 40 per cent
standing

crops.
Consequently the produc-

Of the expelled, two were
from Kishoregan| centre, four
from Karimgon), five from

Katiadi and 13 from Pakundia.
A total of 842 candidates

MADARIPUR

House rent up
From Our Correspondent

April 23: House rent has in-
creased mantfold in the town
over the last six months creat-
ing problems to low income
groups.

According to tenants,

ll'nﬂ.anf}mmorwl'mu

owners the scope

rent.
Construction of houses de-

clined due to rise in the

prices of construction materi-

als, some house owner said.

The demand for houses in-
creased after a number of
employees an
poured into the town to attend
office both in private and pub-
lic sectors.
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F‘Inﬁrar business has
tree at Rajshahi.

Prospect for pean

BHOLA, Apr 23 : The
prospect for peanut cultivation

in seven u of Bhola dis-
trict s bright.
An encou result has

been achieved from the exper-
imental cultivation of ut
on the charland of Meghna and
Tatulia rivers and more farm-
ers have become interested in
cultivating peanut. A vast tract
of fallow land have been
brought under peanut cultiva-
tion.

Experts are of the opinion
that charlands are suitable for
the cultivation of peanut with
low cost. During dry seasons,
these charlands emerge on the
bed of the rivers Meghna and
Tatulia where peanut could be
cultivated easily. Peanut fis
found most profitable in these
areas. The main peanut cul-
tivable areas are : Sharfession,
Monpura, Daulatkhan and
Borhan Uddin upazila, it is
learnt.

Informed sources said
peanut has now become a cash
crop in this flood affected ar-
eas where production of paddy
and other crops are com-

ly uncertain. Many of the

rs are now engaged in

Diarrhoea claims
20 in Chandpur

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Apr 23: About
20 persons including six chil-
dren died and about one
hundred others were attacked
with diarrhoea in different
upazilas in Chandpur district
during the last few days.

The discase has turned al-
most epidemic in Faridganj
and Chandpur Sadar upazila.
The badly affected arecas at
Faridganj upazila are Chandra
Bazar, Lohagar, Rupsa, Tupgi,
Shekdi.

Health Department sources
said that adequate preventive
measures have been taken up
:} ;I;esk the further outbreak

iscase. Fifty-eight med-
ical teams headed by a medical
officer are working through
out the district,

Acute shortage of oral saline
has been reported.

Pahela Baishakh
celebrated

. irst da
Bangla New Year was cele-
brated here with traditional
festivities. Milad Mahfil and
Puja festival were held in this
connecton.

The highlights of the day
was "Hal Katha" ceremony.
Shops and business establish-
ments open the new books of
accounts through distribution
of sweets. All the business
shops were well decorated and
lluminated
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From Our Correspondent

cultivation of peanut.

But a little effort has been
made by the Agricultural
Extension Department to pro-
duce improved quality of
peanut. There is a wide market
of the crop in and outside the
country. Besides, a better qual-
ity of edible oil could be pro-
duced from peanut, experts
opined.

The farmers have urged the
concerned authorities to ex-
tend help to provide them
with improved quality of seeds
and financial assistance for the
cultivation of peanut.

At least 70 per cent engines
of the power pumps supplied
BADC for irrigating the crop-
lands are being used for other
commercial purposes indis-
criminately in different areas
of Bhola district. It has seri-
ously hit the irrigation pro-
gramme in this district, caus-

ing an adverse effect in in-
creasing food production.

It is alleged that these
power pumps were supplied to
the interested farmers by
BADC at subsidised rates only
to utilise for the irrigation
purpose during the last few

.
T
llr.'r -

gained popularity in some district towns too. Photo shows women are busy making garlands under a

— Star photo

years.

But these are being used in
country boats, husking mills
etc. Even the engines are used
in cinema halls, it is reported.

Supervision by the BADC au-
thority in this regard is also
totally absent which has aggra-
vated the situation, it is al-
leged. District Agricultural
Extension Department told
this correspondent that every
year Boro cultivation was ham-
pered greatly in this district
only due to the absence of
proper use of the power
pumps for irrigation.

' Tea garden employees

deprived of medicare

SRIMANGAL, Apr 23 : The
five hundred tea garden em-
ployees including the staff of
30 tea gardens under seven tea
estates division, eight tea fac-
tories, superintendent office,
Denston Central Stores,
Denston Central Workshop
owned and by James
Finlay P. L. C. and 84 thousand
tea labourers of the said tea
organisations are deprived of
the medical fecilities due to
the non implementation of
Government approved medical
fecilities.

The leaders of the Finlay
Group of Tea Estates employ-

From A Correspondent

ees alleged that according to
Tea Plantation Labour
Ordinance '77 each tea garden
is to appoint and engage one
MBBS doctor and provide full
medical fecilities. According to
Shops, Factories and
EntaEIluhmcnl Act in the tea
garden provides one MBBS
doctor with a separate medical
set up for each unit of 1750
members of labourers. The
labour laws also confirm the
appointment of a labour wel-
fare officer each tea garden.
Mr. Imdad. a leader alleged
that James Finlay for 500 tea
employees and 84 thousand
tea labourers in 31 tea garden

and 8 tea factories engaged
only seven MBBS doctors with
27 dispensaries where
medicine supply is very mea-
gre. No welfare officer has yet
been appointed In tea sector.

He also added that the em-
ployees of tea gardens are
passing inhuman and miser-

able days.
When contacted the lone
Inspector (General) for

Factories and Establishment.
Ramkrishna Mission Road,
Srimangal admitted the fact
and said the same condition is
prevailing in all the tea com-

panies.
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bus accident at dhamrai in

Manikganj district. Fifty one persons were killed and about 100 injured in the accident.
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, ut farming
bright in Bhola
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order protested

/  KISHOREGANJ, Apr 23 :

People from all walks of life ar-
ranged a protest meeting
against the deteriorating law
and order situation 1in
Kishoreganj district.

Katiadi Upazila Chairman
Habibur Rahman Daial
presided over the meeting.
BNP Parliament Member Major
(Retd) Aktaruzzaman Ranjan
was the chief guest while Kazi
Nasirul Islam and Police Super
Md. Lutfar Rahman attended
the meeting as special guests.

Leader and workers of dif-
ferent political parties includ-
ing BNP and Awami League
were also present at the meet-
ing. Speakers including police
officials at me meeting
promised to keep Kishoreganj
safe from killing, snatching,
hijacking and other crimes.

Blackmarketeer held

Meanwhile, Kishoregan| po-
lice arrested one person for
his alleged involvement in
blackmarketing railway tickets
or Saturday. Police also recov-
ered 38 tickets of Egarshindur
Express train from his posses-
sion.

Acting of a secret informa-
tion, the police raided the
premises in front of the ticket

counter at the Kishoregan
Railway Station and arres

Awal. The arrested was
selling tickets at a mm
A case was registered with

Kishore police in this con-
nection M).
2 killed

Two persons were killed in
the district during the last two
days. One Momtazuddin (45) of
vi Bhatgaon in Klnhﬂnnj
Sadar Upazila was stab to
death by miscreants last Friday
night.

The miscreants entered the
house by cutting the fence and
stabbed Momtazuddin while he
was deep asleep. He died in-
stantaneously. Police took
three persons into custody on
suspicion of having their com-
plicity in the murder.

The body of one Marfat Alf
(30) of village Char Pitalganj fn
Hossainpur u Was recov-
ered by the police from a pond
last Friday. The victim went
out of the house on Thursday
night and did not return home.
The causes behind both the
murders could not be ascer-
tained as yet. Two separate
cases were tered with the
respective police stations in
this conneetion.

Output in Kushtia Sugar
Mills at all time high

FENI. Apr 23 : Local prod-
ucts have been knocked out by
smuggled Indian goods in the
markets here threatening ex-
pansion of domestic enter-
prise, reports UNB.

According to sources,
smuggled Indian goods like
sugar, spices, bicycle spares,
sarees, electric goods, cosmet-
ics, lentil and medicines are
being sold in local markets
with impunity.

Bangladesh Rifles recently
intensified their anti-smug-
gling hunt and recovered
10,000 kgs of Indian sugar
following raids in Parshuram,
Changazi, Pulgazi and Medar
bazar areas of the district.
They also arrested 30 traders
in this connection from here.

These smuggled goods are
exchanged for VCPs, VCRs, dry
fish, baby food and polyester
cloth from Bangladesh.

Notes from
Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Apr 23 : Eid-
ul-Fitr was observed through-
out Chuadanga district with
due religious fervour.

In Chuadanga the main Eid
congregation was held at local
central Eidgah Maidan.
Maulana Abu Shama conducted
the main Eid Prayer.

Besides, Eid congregations
were also held at local
Carabazar Mosque, Court
Mosque, Palash Para ue,
Buzrukgargari Madrasha
Mosque, Alia Madrasha, V.J.
High School Mosque,
Kedergan| Mosque. Special
prayers were offered in these
Eid congregations for peace
and national progress.

One stabbed to death

One Bashar aged about 18
years of village Juranpur under
Damurhuda upazila of
Chuadanga district was stabbed
to death by his elder brother
Alehim at their village home

recently.
It is learnt that Bashar was
killed elder brother

by his
Alehim gllcm'm; a family dis-
pute relating to their landed
property.

A case has been started
with the Damurhuda police
station in this connection. The
killer Alehim is absconding
now

IW!:IBn is going on.

Pahela Baishakh, the first
day of new Bengalli year 1398
was celebrated here in a befit-
ting manner.

In connectjon with the ob-
servance of the separate

programmes were ed out
two organisations like

b
Chundungs Shabitte Partebes
and Mukul Fouz, Court Para.
The programmes of both
the organisations included dis-
cussion meeting. recitation.
and cultural function. The dis-
cussion of the local
Shahitto Parishad was held at
the Parishad's office with its
President Poet Rezaul Hoque
in the chair while the Mukul

over by M. Mahabub Ui Sb-

Saber All, a retired
Superintendent of Police was

Concerned circles believe
survival of local industries will
be at stake if necessary steps
are not taken.

Uplift schemes

At least 70 uplift schemes
are underway in four upazilas
of the district under food for
works programme.

About 3,000 metric tons of
wheat have been sanctioned to
implement the schemes in five
Parshuram. Doganbhuiyan.
Sonagazi and Chagalnaiya
upazilas during this financial

year.

The projects include con-
struction of roads, bridges and
culverts.

About 65 per cent work on
the projects have already been
completed while the rest is
expected to be finished soon.

1'10 JCD workers

hurt in clash

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGONJ, Apr 23: At
least 10 students were injured,
two of them seriously., in a
clash between three rival
groups of students at Pakundia
college on Monday. police
sources said.

Chattra League(S-A), JCD
and Chattra Kallayan Parishad
(Pro-JP) brought out separate
procession in the college
compound raising incendiary
slogans.

BCL (S-A) condemned JCD
for killing of Sharif at Dhaka
Politechnic Institute which
JCD denied. The Kallyan Pari-
sad also condemned JCD and
BNP government for shifting
and harassing deposed presi-
dent H.M. Ershad.

At a stage the procession-
ists turned violent and BCL and
Parishad jointly attacked JCD
Procession that left 10 stu-
dents injured from both sides.

Two JCD workers Habibur
Rahman and Washtuzzaman
were admitted to hospital.
Additional police forces have
been deployed in the college
compound.

Property gutted
From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR., Apr 23
Property worth about Taka one
lakh was gutted by fire at
Putibari Kamalapur village un-
der Sadar upazila on Saturday.

Houses of Sheikh Jalal and
Md. Ayub Ali were bumrnt to
ashes. Md. Sadek. a
of Jalal and Ayub ts reported
to have set the houses on fire.
Sadek set the house on fire
after being furious with his
wife who allegedly had an 1l-
lictt affair with another youth.

Drought hits
Sherpur

SHERPUR., Apr 23 :
boro production in the district
this year is likely to be affected

3rﬂmmdrynpl.um
d

%m‘ln dried up al-
all sources of water like
beel, pond and river.

Most of the shallow tube-
wells in the arcas have become
dry and unserviceable follow-
ing abnormal fall in the under-
ground water table.

Standing Irri-boro paddy,
soon to be harvested. have
been threatened sertously by




