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The Jatiya resumed
its sitting at 3.05 pm on
Monday with Speaker Abdur
Rahman Biswas in the chair,

BSS.

After the tilwat-e-Quran,
the Speaker took up the ques-
tion and answer session as per
order of the day. o

As the quesfion answer
session was over, the Speaker
mentioned of a complaint by
Rashed Mosharrafl (AL-
Jamalpur) on the Televisioh
coverage of the Jatiya Sangsad
proceeding. The member
wanted adequate coverage for
the participants on important

lssues.
The r said since the

members were the people's
representatives, it was neces-
sary to give the maximum
possible coverage by the
Television to their activities in
the House. He requested the
authorities concerned to look
innto the maitter.
The Speaker said he had
received several notices to ad-
the normal proceedings
of the House to discuss issues
of public . Three of
the notice were on the subject

ted, the Speaker said.

Three other notices were
not also admitted while the
one of the nine call attention
notices had been accepted, the
Speaker said.

Col (Retd) Oli Ahmed

At this stage, Comm-
unications Minister Colonel
{Retd) Oli Ahmed, made a
statement the road
j this

persons

 Leader of the House Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
proposed a condolence resolu-
tion on the victims and injured
of the accident and a prayer in
the House for the salvation of
the souls of the dead.
. Matiur Rahman Nizami led
,the prayer alter being re-
quested by the Chair.
Sheikh Hasina

Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina said her party
member Shetkh Selim wanted
lo raise the issue. But the
Speaker requested the
Communications Minister to
make a statement on the acei-
dent without giving an oppor-
tunity to Selim.

Sheikh Hasina said road ac-
cident taking place so fre-
quently in the country needed
to be discussed in the House
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As asked by the Speaker.
the Health Minister, Chow-
dhury Kamal Ibne Yusufl made a
statement on the diarrhoeal
sfluation in the country in

independent
member from Barguna. Nurul
Islam Moni.

in Rajshahi, Chandpur, Lux-
mipur. Bogra. Netrokona,
Mymensingh. Sylhet. Naogaon.
Magura. Nilphamart and
Sathkhira districts. He said he

Nurul Islam Moni

As soon as the Health Mini-
ster completed his statement.
Nurul Islam Moni n["nd_
Borguna) said paucity ol pure
drinking water had posed a
serious m in the coun-
try's southern districts during
the current season. Attributing
the outbreak of diarrhoea in an

form to the scarcity
of pure drinking water, he
called for installation of an ad-
equate number of hand oper-
ated as well as shallow and
deep tubewells on an emer-

gency basis to ward off the
scourge of diarrhoea.

The Health Minister in his
reply said the government was
promise-bound to install tube-
wells of all kinds as required.

The Deputy Speaker then
asked the members whether
they were satisfied with the
statement of the Health
Minister. At this stage. many of
the opposition members

shouted "no, no”. The Deputy
Speaker then said that the
Speaker would give a decision
on this matter,

Suranjit
Rising on his feet, Suranjit
Sengupta (Ganatantree Party)
said, the matter is urgent. “We
don't want to make the diar-
rhoea situation a political is-

From the Pedestal of Womenpower

Every session of the Fifth

* Parliament is a celebration of

the democratic rights of the
people of our country.

The present House in
Bangladesh is the only one in
history which is both ‘led’ and
‘opposed’ by women. Both the
Leader of the House and the
Leader of the Opposition are
women who have inspired a
movement leading to the pre-
sent parliamentary political
power. Apart from Khaleda Zia
and Shetkh Hasina, there are
two other women MPs, Begum
Motia Chowdhury and Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, both repre-
senting Awami League who
have been dire dy elected by
the voters. Out of the 30 re-
served secats for women, 28
went to BNP, while 2 went to
Jamaat-e-Islami. The voters of
the reserved seats were the
MPs themselves.

in sorhe ways the unique-
ness of the House is that it is
the first truly representative

one after a long time. Though

sue, but there should be a de-
tailed discussion on this seri-
ous matter”, he added.
Supporting Sengupta,
Awami League leader Tofael
Ahmed said that the situation
had taken a serfous turn in the
southern districts. He said the
statement delivered by the
Health Minister on this issue
differed sharply from the ac-
tual situation. He pleaded with
the Deputy Speaker to allow an
elaborate discussion on the is-
sue.
The Deputy Speaker then
assured the House that oppor-
tunity would be given for
holding an elaborate discussion
on diarrhoea situation at a later
dates treating the issue as an
adjournment motion.
The Deputy Speaker said
time at the disposal of the
House has short as a cabinet
mee was to be held. He
wanted to know from the
Deputy Leader of the House,
Badruddoza Chowdhury,
whether the House should take
up thé adjournment motion
skipping over legislative busi-
ness. Prof. Chowdhury re-
quested the chair to take up
Monday's adjournment motion
today and dwell on legislative
business. The chair concurred
with the request.
Thereafter, Prof.
Badruddoza Chowdhury, who is
incharge of the Election
Commission Secretariat in the
House, sought the permission
of the chair to introduce the
Representation of the People
(Amendment) Bill, 1991 but,
as several opposition members
stood up to oppose. The chair
gave the floor to Tofael Ahmed

(AL-Bhola).

Tofael Ahmed

Tofael Ahmed said, in the
present days it was well-nigh
impossible to cross the
Rubicon of the national elec-
tion with a budget of Tk three
lakh. This is reality, he said

adding, frankly speaking no-

in a very "non-parliamentary '
manner, the people hurled
stones and screamed slogans
demanding a real House, the
fruits gained today obviously
justify the method. In some
ways it testifies that to avoid
militant processions on the
street demanding the death of
a parliament it is best to have a
House which would reflects
the views of the people.
Ironically, though the protest-
ing citizens were largely dom-
inated by males, they were in-
spired by the two women lead-
ers now seated in the House.
in anticipation that the Fifth
will be remembered as the
House of Women, the Dally
Star talked to a number of
women MPs who are in the
making of a new legislative his-

mr{i'egum Sajeda Chowdhury
defeated several candidates in
an open contest from Faridpur
- 2 to earn the right to legis-
late on behall of her people.
She believes that deciding the
form of government is impor-

body gave a correct statement
on the source of ones income.
The Awami leader
pleaded for raising the limit of
expenditure for election to
Parliament censidering the ob-
jective situation obtaining in
the country. Otherwise, cor-
ruption ﬂ:‘ﬂuld be l:guih:;
through the passage o
in its form, he added.
He also demanded exten-
sion of the time-limit for
submitting the statement of
clection expenditures saying
that the provision of 15 days as
incorporated in the bill was
too short. He requested the
mover of the bill to withdraw it
and present a realistic one at a

later stage.
Refuting

the contention of
Tofael Ahmed, Prof. Badru-
ddoza Chowdhury said the
Acting President promulgated
an ordinance regarding elec-
tion expenditures of the

candidates and submission of

statement on election expen-

diture with an honest inten-

tion. In this connection, he
pointed out that the nation had
the right to know the sources

of income of the candidates

and the money they were
spending in the election. If
there was no ceiling on the

expenditure for elections the

holders of black money would

have their day, he added.

Prof. Chowdhury said it was,
of course, possible to minimise
election expenditures if the
candidates refrained from
putting JP costly gates, and
setting up numerous election
campaign offices and slashed
down other expenses.

As to the suggestion of
Tofael Ahmed to extend the
time limit of 15 days for sub-
mitting the statement on elec-
tion e iture, the Deputy
Leader said it could be consid-

ered if the members so
wanted.
The Deputy Speaker ad-

vised Tofael Ahmed to bring
amendments to the bill in
question.

Replying, Tofael Ahmed
suggested formation of a house
committee to suggest mea-

sures to slash down election

expenditures.

Prof. Chowdhury said he
was agreeable to the sugges-
tion. At this stage Tofael
Ahmed said he was ready to
withdraw his objection if the
House considered his sugges-
tion.

The Deputy Speaker ex-
pressed his satisfaction over
the congenial atmosphere in
the House and the understand-
ing reached between the
Treasury Bench and Opposi-
tion members. The Education
Minister then introduced the
Representation of the People
(Amendment) Bill, 1991, in
the House.

Badruddoza Chowdhury

Education Minister Dr.
Badruddoza Chowdhury, who is
also in charge of the Election
Commission Secretariat in the
Sangsad, moved the Election
Officials (Special Rules) Bill.
1991, without objection.

by Sabah Chowdhury

tant because that is essential to
a true representation of the
citizens of the country. "We are
willing to sit and talk about it
and to lend support to the
ruling party,” said she adding
that such a decision was also

to fulfill a demand of
the

people which the Three
Aliances jointly agreed to.

Discussing the problems
facing the nation she pin-
pointed certain troubled areas.
First among these was the
state of the economy which,
she contends, has been Jeft so
shattered that the impact has
been felt in all sectors. "Prices
spiral upwards with no control
or Himit. We must reduce de-
pendence on agriculture, with
concurrent plans to introduce
rural industries. In this way we
can Jlower unemployment at
the upazila level”.

Another priority on her list
is to put an end to smuggling -
" a discase that is eating into
the vitals of our economy. Cows
are coming in and our valuable
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products are going out.” When
asked about minority rights,
she lamented the situation and
added that all religious and
ethnic minoriticse must be as-
sured of security and respect.
About law and urder, her
opinion is that it calls for ur-
gent attention.

Begum Chowdhury believes
that the seats are nc longer
required to be reserved for
women because she thinks,
women have earned the right
against considerable male re-
sistance to represent the peo-
ple. "l am perceived in my
constituency as a politician,
and not as a woman, who is
capable of representing them.
That feeling is very important.
People are far more liberal
democratic.and progressive
today. We don't need compas-
sionate help in politics.”

In many matters, Begum
Motia Chowdhury echoed the
views of her lady colleague.
“That voters will reject women
is a myth. A quarter of a cen-
tury ago the Combined
Opposition Party candidate in a
national election for the
Presidency of Pakistan was a
woman, and not to mention
that she was a spinster. But
people voted for her in both
parts of Pakistan, and in the
than East Pakistan she won
more voles than in West
Pakistan. If no questions were
raised at that time why should
they be now?

Motia Chowdhury is often
called "the firebrand girl. a
throwback to her flery
speeches as a student leader
who pumped the political bel-
lows which created the move-
ment of 1969 and resulted in
the overthrow of dictator Ayub
Khan. "We don't need the pro
tection of reserved seats any
more. We have come a long
way since then, the fact that
the two of us, as well as the
leader of the House and of the
Opposition are here amply
proves that point. Reserved
scats means managing to bag a
fscat by keeping the leaders
happy of the voters.”

But this view is contested
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The Education Minister
then moved the Delimitation of
Constituencies [{Amendment)
Bill, 1991, for further amend-
ment of Delimitation of Cons-
tituencies Ordinance. 1976.

As soon as the Minister
took his seat four members
from the Opposition Bench Mr.
Tofael Ahmed, Suranjit

Sengupta, Rashed Khan Menon
and Abdur Razzak rose to their
feet for drawing the attention
of the chair with the intention
of raising objection against the
bill. The chair, however, gave
the floor to Mr. Razzak.

Abdur Razzak

Mr. Razzak said delimitation
made under the said ordinance
had deprived the greater
Faridpur district in respect of
number of constituencies. He
said the present bill had now
become redundant.

Replying to the objection,
Dr. Badruddoza Chowdhury
said we all had been elected
under this ordinance and we
only brought it in the form of a
bill.

Mr. Razzak withdrew his

objection following the
statement of the Minister and

the bill was introduced in the
House.

The Deputy Speaker then
gave the floor to Education
Minister to move the Repr-
esentation of the People(Seat

most women are not financially
solvent enough to spend that
kind of money. Thus reserved
seats provide an opportunity to
bring in able women, women
who deserve to hold that seat.
Thirty more women naturally
means much more news
for women. Why shouldn't
women want it?°

Farida Rahman of BNP, also
elected on a reserved quota,
represents Satkhira-Jessore
constituency. She has had a
long 'political career, and
thinks she is now in a position
to play an important role. "For
those of us who believe in
democracy, the House is very
important. This House is pos-
sibly the most important since
Independence, because it is
the first one since then whose
leaders have arrived with a
mission to fulfill. a promise to
keep.”

Begum Rahman is a staunch
defender of the quota system.
She feels that discrimination
against women is still strong in
all sectors. "No one, however
powerful, can afford to be free
from the need of allirmative
action, at varfous stages ol po-
litical life except perhaps
those at the very top.” she says.
"Discrimination can be con-
tained only by making sure
that there are at least thirty
women in the House to uphold
the cause of women. Once fi-
nancial and educational equal-
ity is obtained, reserved scats
will naturally become redun-
dant.”

The two Jamaat-e-Islamdi
MPs with their veils on and
sombre views, are a remark-
able sight in the hurly-burly
atmosphere of the House
Spcaking in their office they

for Women Members) (Amen-

dment) Bill 1991.

As soon as the Minister
moved his bill, Mr. Suranfit
Sengupta drew the attention of
the chair saying that he
wanted to raise tion -
nst moving hﬂu -

Mr. Sengupta said halfl of

our population is women and

our Constitution also guaran-
teed them their facilities. He

said there waé provision in the

* 1972 Constitution for reserv-

ing womens' seats far 15 years
hoping that they would come
up to the national standard. So
no more reservation would be

needed thereafter. But, he
said, due to consecutive auto-

cratic rule they had been de-
prived and the provision was
again revived by an autocrate
through a brute majority in the

House.

The lone Ganotantee Party
member said we cannot. allow
to continue any mistake that
had been done in the past. He
said Jamaat-c-lslami Bang-
ladesh with only 18 Sangsad
members and with the help of
the party in power managed to
get two women's seats in this
House.

Sengupta said under the
present system any party in
power could manage to win all
the 30 women's seats by virtue
of its majority in the House. He
demanded an amendment to
this provision.

Farida Rahman

At this state Farida Rahman
took the floor and reminded
Sengupta that it would nced a
two-thirds majority for
amending it. She wanted to
know from Sengupta whether
they had that strength.

Then the Chair put the ob-
jection on vote which was re-
jected by voice vote, the bill
was tabled in the House.

said , "Jamaat has brought
Isilam to the Parliament.” Mrs.
Hafez Asma Khatoon has been
on the political sidelines since
before 1971. She says her
businessman husband ts sup-
portive of her activities. "My
prime responsibility is to
establish the rule of Allah, a
goal for which my party works

relentlessly.”
lHler collcague Rashida

Khatoon is a widow, once a
teacher at a government
school. The MPs do not differ-
entiate between women's
problems and other national
problems. “Islam has the
solution for every ({ll that

ues mankind il'lh:_:'ru ol
Klah {s establishe then

discrimination will also
vanish.” They declare from
behind their veils.

And that's what one gathers
from the Members of
Parliament spoken to. Whether
elected or selected, they be-
long to a historic Parliament.
Neither Begum Zia, nor Sheikh
Hasina is about to forget the

expectations ol the nation. Not

only has the BNP to provide
opportunities and benefits to a

RSPk AmpaUgp! after vears of

but it has a serfous Opposition
to contend and work with. In
the wings stand many other
forces and pressure groups. If
nothing else, it will lively.
And in building a new cra,
women will be remembered.
and hopefully appreciated for
their individual and collective
roles. As onc male MP said
abotit his lady colleagues, “they
really mean business.” For a
long time managing house has
been a woman's prerogative
Now managing the House is
her prerogative. too.
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After the Magreb prayer,
State Minister for Youth and

the National S
Board [(Ame

1991, - -
Speaker n
. Nasim (AL-

The
invited

Serajganj) to speak on the
amendment to the bill.

Mr. Nasim said it was clear
from the amendment in the
bill of 1974 that a change
in the name of Sports
Control Board was intended.
He said mere change of name

would not serve any purpose o
turn the institution set up in

1974 into a viable one,

The Opposition member
said, corruption, mismanage-
ment and other had
crippled this and
as a result, the institution not
only failed to earn laurels in
the sporis arena but gave more
disservice than service. It
should be made a democrati-
cally elected corruption-free
institution, Mr. Nasim said.

The Minister Mirza Abbas
said the institution was set up
in 1974 by the Awami
government and the term
"control” in the name of the
institution sought to convey
the message that it was in-
tended to “control” sports.

The Minister said the in-
tention of the Government
now was to expand sports
rather than "control® #t and
many pcrsons associated with
the sports arena wanted re-
naming the institution.

The Chair asked Mr. Nasim
whether he would like to
withdraw his s on the
bill. Mr. Nasim refused. saying
he has given certain sugges-
tions to improve the institu-
tion regardless of any political
consideration but the minister
lafled to respond to his ad-
vicess The bill was introduced
by voice vote.

The Chair than asked
Communications Minister
Colonel [retd) Of Ahmed to
propose that the Eastern
Railways Servants Benevolent
Fund Ordinance 1969 be taken
by up the House for further
amendments.

The Minister
the bill be

Taking part in discussion
on the bill, Mr. Nurul Islam
Moni (Ind-Barguna) proposed
that the bill be sent Elf elicit -
ing public opinion Mr. Moni
suggested that the bill be sent
to those whom it concerned
before it was passed.

Nazrul Islam

Taking the floor Principal
Mr Nazrul Islam (AL-Bhola)
u the Chair to send the
bill for eliciting public opinion.
He said the benevo-
lent fund (Amendment) Bill
should be formulated in a way
so that the people who served
in the rallways could really en-

y the benelit accrued from
the flund. He saild, "many gov-
ernments have come and gone
but nothing meaningful was
done for the welfare of the

raflway employees”,

He said a certain govern-
ment tried to build "Natun
Bangladesh™ but nothing for

the old railway employees. He
described the quantum of

benelit provided under the bill
as inadoquate.

roposed that

Salahuddin Yusuf
in the deliber-
ations Mr huddin Yusul




